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Turkish Influence on Muslim Politics of
Indo-Pakistan Subcontinent and
Establishment of Pakistan

DR. SADIQ A, GILL*

After defeating Shah Ismail of the Safvaid dynasty of Persia in
1514, Sultan Saleem of the Ottoman Empire, routed the Mamluk rulers
of Egypt in 1517, relieved last of the Abbaside Caliph of all his
symbils of spiriteal and temporal authority and transferred the seat of
Caliphate from Cairo o Constantinople, Thus in the beginning of the
I6th century. the Otoman Empire changed into Ottoman Caliphate and
the Ottoman Sultans became traditional Supreme Heads of the Muslim
Warld.

In Indo-Pakistan Subcontinent, Ihrahim Lodhi, Jast of the
Sultans of Delhi had come w power in 1517, and was under pressure
from Bahar cince 1525 and was finally defeated in the battle of Panipat
in 1526. *"Babar was a Turk from his father's side and Mongo! from his
maother’s side. Turki s therefore & more atcurate term of Babar's
dynasty. than Mughal. which is the Persian and Indian form of
Mongol™ The Turkish dynasty of Babar, first Persianised and then
Indianised, ruled over India. Being independent of the Otioman Caliphs
he did not establish any relations with them. Though the Ouomans
ruling from Arabia to Hungry were the most powerful rulers in the 16th
century, but they could not annex the Safvaid Kingdom of Persia as
they fought their main battles in Europe. Babar's successor Humayun
obtained material and moral support from Shah Tahmasap of Persia in
return to establish good neighbourly relations with Persia. Akbar, the

*  Prof. Dr. Sadiq All Gill is Director, Centre for South Asian Studies, Linivargity
of tha Punjab, Quasd-e-Azam Campus, Lahone
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great Mughal, under influence of Abul Fazal, Faizi, Rajputs and
Portuguese missionaries deviated further from orthodox Sunni beliefs
and established Din-g-llahi cult at his court. This explains the non-
existence of any contact between successors of Sultan Saleem founder
of the Ottoman Caliphate and successors of Babar Padshah, founder of
the Mughal dynasty in the subcontinent.

The continuous fighting of the Ottomans with the Portuguese
for Naval S.upremacy in the Mediterranian and the Indian Ocean with
the Mughal Emperor siding with the Portuguese proves that the
Mughals of Indo-Pakistan subcontinent did not recognize the Ottoman
Caliphs as their spiritual Heads and like Persian remained outside the
field of the Turkish Caliphate. Jahangir the Successor of Akbar,
cultivated friendly relations with Portuguese, the English, and the
Persians: but not with the Ottomans. During Shah Jahans reign,
relations with Persia deteriorated and the Mughis and Persians fought
a4 number of battles for Kandhar. The Persians also were at the same
time fighting with the Onomans. The last warrior sultan of Turkey
Murad IV marched to retake Baghdad, which the Persians had
recovered since its capture by Suleyman the Magnificent. But what 5
interesting is, that the two enemies of Persia at that period; the Mughals
and the Otomans did not join hands nor did they establish any contact
for developing a common strategy. Even the last great Mughal King
Aurangzeb, though an orthodox Sunni, did not cultivate any relations
with the Ottoman Caliphate which remained engaged with Western
powers. Aurangzeb had neither the time nor felt the need to
acknowledge Ottoman Caliphate as a binding force for the glory of
Islam. After Aurangzeb, a downward trend marked the Mughals, and
during this period the Ouoman Caliphate also felt its downward slide.

In the Eighteen Century, European nations were gaining fresh
ground at the cost of the Ottomans and the Mughals, and when in 1787,
Tipu Sultan, the arch enemy of the British in the subcontinent, sent his
envoy to Constantinople to muster support against the British, the
Omoman Caliph, Sultan Abdul Hamid [ engaged with the Russians
could only give a *‘Promise of future help with no active assistance for
the present'”. That was the first political contact between an Omoman
Caliph and a Muslim Sultan of the subcontinent. These were the days
when plory of the Muslim World was fading and European powers
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were estahlishing their supremacy on land amd Seas,

The first Indian Muslim to travel 1o Turkey in the beginning of
the 19th century, when Mughal Emperor Shah Alam had become a
pensioner of East India Company, was Abu Talib Khan, who recorded
his impressions of Turkey, Italy, France and England in his Persian
work **Masir-i-Talibi-fibilad-i-Afrangi"’. He found Turks friendly,
hospitable and persons of honour. In his opinion they were religious
and pious and he observed that Turkish women enjoyed greater freedom
than their Persian or Indo-Muslim sisters. Abu Talib Khan was received
in audience by Sultan Salim IIl who bestowed upon him a role of
honour. But Abu Talib Khan had no political mission in Turkey,
therafore his work **Masir-Talibi"" is only important as concerning the
impressions of an Indian Muslim about the Chtomans, recorded in a
lucid and complimentary style.

Paolitical History of the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries give no
clue of the love, labour or loss betwzen the Muslims of the subcontinent
towards their Turkish brothers. Decline of the Mughal power resulted
in the emergence of a powerful religious movement, founded by Shah
Waliullah (1703-62) “who was determined to bring about a3 moral
resurgence among his Muslim countrymen. His emphasis on “Ijtihad™",
is a great contribution to the thinking of Muslim India™. Shah
Waliullah's teaching changed the course of thinking not only among the
Ulema: but also among the common Muslims, The religious revival in
the subcontinent was mainly due to the intellect, zeal and labour of
Shah Waliullah rather than any other individual. Aidicugh Shah
Waliullah helieved in the necessity of a Universal Caliphate; but he
drew a significant distinction berween two kinds of successors of the
Prophet of Islam: the inheritor of political functions and those
exercising religious authority. Though Shah Waliullah did not take up
the cause of the Omtoman Caliphates, but due to his teachings, a sense of
Pan-Islamism began to develop among the Muslims of India. In the last
half of the 18th century and in the beginning of the 19th century the
Muslims of the subcontinent accepted the interpretation of (uran,
Hadith. Tjtehad and Jihad, as given by Shah Waliullah of Delhi. *"War
of Independence of 1857" laid the foundations of the Seminary of
Deohand, the Aligarh Movement by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan and the
Jihad of Syed Ahmed Shahid Brelavi against the Sikhs. All these were
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the different manifestations of the Waliullahi Movement and Mushm
India gave up its inuctiveness after 1857,

A grandson of Shah Waliullah, Shah Muhammad Ishaque afer
migrating o Hijaz in 1841, began w take a keen interest i the
teachings of Otoman Caliphate and because of his influence over
Ulema of Walinllah's Schoel of thought belonging to Deoband and
sadwatul Ulema. the Onoman <laim 1o the Universal Islamic Caliphate
was acvepted in 1he subsontinent. The British o encouraged teelings
of Pan-Islamism in & way, During the “*War of Independence of 18577,
the British obtained a ~"Farman'" from Sultan Abdul Majid for the
Muslims of the subcontinent 10 remain loyal o the British against the
Russians.

Pro-Turkish anitude developed among the Muslims of the
subcontinent due 1o the influence of Shah Muhammad Is-aque, Crimean
War of 1853, and the encouragement of the British Government
During that perid huge sums of money werd contributed by Indian
Muslims for Otoman Turks, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan showed his pro-
Turkish attitude. through his paper Tehzibul-Akhlag. in which he
congratulated the Onoman Sultans for their reforms and  large
heartedness. In 1894 Sir Sved made the decision 1o adopt Turkish dress
as College Uniform,

With the accession of Sultan Abdul Hamid 1l in 1876, a new
phase in the History of the Onoman Caliphate started. Sultan Abdul
Hamid wanted to enlist the suppon of the Muslims all over the world
for his Caliphal <laims and therefore he sent sume of his agents
Muslim India te gain their support. Meanwhile thers was a shift in the
British Policy towards Turkey and instead of supporting her agams
Russia, the British Government became a pany o the Treaty of Berlin
in 1878 and “announced a protectorate over Asiatic Dominions of the
Sultan.” Because of the “Treaty of Berlin™. Algeria and Tunisia were
incorporated with France. Egypt became a protectorate of Great
Britain, Austria annexed 40.000 miles of territory in Eastern Europe.
Rumania wok over 46.000 miles of the Onoman Empire. Russia
regained several of her territories on the coast of Black sea. and in
Asia. Natwrally Sultan Abdul Hamid 11 was unhappy with the “Treaty
of Berlin®', which wis termed as ““Peace with honour™ by British
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Sir Syal Ahmed Khan realizing the change in British Palicy
towards the Ouvman Caliphite prsduced writing under *“The Truth
Ahout Khilafatein which he asserted thar “We are devoted and foyal
subjects of the British Government, we are not the subjects of Sultan
Abdul Hamid 1. He neither had. nor can have any spiritual jurisdiction
over us a5 o Khaliti. His title of Khalifa is elfective only in his own
land amd only over the Muslims under his sway.” Thus Sir Syl
Ahmidd Khan became an opponest of the Caliphal claims of the
Onomans and also of Pan-lelamism, bardly realising that Liter, his
M.ALGL College. Aligarh would hecome o Centre of Pan-Islamism,
Though Sir Syed Alwed Khan hiod great influence in Muslim Tndia, bt
his sympathetic tendencies towards the British Government concerning
the Ottoman Caliphite were acceptable o the educated as well as
Hliterate masses of Muslim India. In the last decade of the 19th century,
Turkey wis in the news. The English and the Vernacular Press in Tndia
gave it wide publicity

The disintegration of the Otioman Caliphate which started after
the Treaty of Berlin in 1878 and culminaed with the “Treaty ol
Severes in 19207 (After First World War) sttracted the attestion of
Muslim India te o prest extent, so much so that preservation of the
Cttoman Caliphate became o poditical issue in the subeontinent, amd the
Sunmis, the Shiee amld e Mindus  participated  in the Khilafat
Muvement, which was anti-British and anti-West.

The Indian MNatiomal Congress, the National  Muhammidan
Association of Justice Syed Amir AL the Jamiat-e-Ubena-i-Hind, and
the ALl Indin Muslim League supported e cinsé of the Ottoman
Caliphate and though sime of the eritics say that the Khilafan Movemen
of Maulana Muhammad AL and Maolana Shaukat Al was an outcome
of sentimentalism, it i bowever o historie Gt that Khilafar Movemem
was i mmee lowands S of Tndi amd establishiment of Pakistan,

Pan-Tslamism of Mushim India was much influenced by Jamal-
ud-Dyin Afghani. about whim Adlama Tghal writes: *The man whe Tully
realised the importance aml wnmiensity of this tisk e, re-thinking of
the whole system of Fslun withowt completely breaking with the st b
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and whose deep insight inte the inner meaning of history of Muslim
thought and life, combined with a broad vision engendered by his wide
experience of men and manners, would have made him a living link
between the past and the future was Jamaludin Afghani™. Jamaluddin
Afghani, and his Egyptian Associate Sheikh Mohammad Abduh,
nullified Sir Syed’s anti-pan-Islamism and anti-Turkish attitude wowards
Muslim India.

Maulana Shibli Noomani. breaking with Sir Syed’s Aligarh
Movement joined Nadwat-ul-Ulma of Lucknow which was more
sensitive towards Pan-Islamism. Shibli Noomani had visited Istanbul in
1893 and had received an audience with Sultan Abdul Hamid II. He
also visited Damascus and Cairo where he came in contact with Sheikh
Mohammad Abduh. Noomani gave a new direction o Muslim
Historiography which created a lasting impression on the minds of
Muslim India for recapturing the glorious past of 1slam.

Whiie Muslims of India thought of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il as
the iawful Caliph of Islam, the commitiee of Union and Progress
founded in 1908 in Turkey. forced Sultan Abdul Hamid o abdicate in
1909 and replaced him by his aged brother Sultan Mohammad V as the
Owoman Caliph, In 1911, haly forced Tripoli war on Turkey and in
1912, four Balkan States crossed the Frontiers of the Ottoman Empire
and started the invasion of the last of the European possessions of the
Caliphate. The Tripoli and Balkan Wars created extraordinary
sentiments for Turkish people and as England supported European
States apgainst Turkey. support for Turkish cause grew tremendously in
the subcontinent. Maulana Muhammad Ali, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan and Allama Ighal, “touched a peculiar chord
in the sub-consciousness of Muslim India, the chord of Religion, as the
Ruler of Turkey was considered Khalifa or successor of the Prophet and
Amiryl Mominien of the faithful™".

Maulana Muhammad Ali's “"Cowmrade ", Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad's “Al-Hilgl®" and Maulana Zatar Al Khan's Zamindar ',
pleaded the cause.of the Turkish people which deeply stirred the
Muzlims of India. During the Balkan War, Maulana Muhammad Ali.
made moving appeals for Funds through his paper “Comrade” and
organised a medical mission w go o Turkey o help wounded Turkish
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soldiers. The Medical Mission headed by Dr. Ansari had five qualified

and 16 other members which reached Istanbul in Novembes
1910, established their medical camp at Omerli, 60 miles away frum
Istanbul, (just two miles behind the War Front), In the Medical Mission
were six students of Aligarh College of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan,
including Ch. Khaliquz Zaman and Abdur Rahman Siddiqui, both of
whom later occupied important positions in Pakistan Movement. In the
Balkan wars Turks were hard pressed by European armies. but the
names of some young Turks, participating in Balkan wars caught the
imagination of the Muslim World, especially of Anwer Beg, Hero of
1908-9 Revolution. and the Tripoli War, He was regarded a5 a hero of
Turkish Mationalism as well & a hero of Islam and a source of
inspiration for Muslim India.

In 1914, when World War | started, Muslims of the Indo-
Pakistan subcontinent were very perturbed, because, there were general
feelings that Turks would join Germany against the British and the
French and this would put Muslimg of the subcontinent in a difficult
position. Maulana Abdul Bari Frangi Mahli sent a telegram to the
Otoman Sultan on 31st August, 1914, requesting him “either suppont
the English or remain neutral” in the War. Maulana Muhammad Ali
wrote his famous article *Chaice of the Turks™ which was published in
the issue of “Comrade’” dated 26th Seprember, 1914 which was a
complete and effective reply to an editorial of London Times under a
similar caption, in which the editor had warned Turkey to remain aloof
in the war between Germany and Britain. In his anicle Maulana
Muhammad Ali advised the English to make amends 1o the wrongs they
had inflicted upon Turkey, if they wanted Turkey to remain neuiral in
the war, also asking for withdrawal of the British troops from Egypt
which was part of the Ottoman Empire. But as soon a3 that article was
published the British government forfeited the security of the Press
where Comrade and Daily Hamdard were printed with the result that
both the papers of Maulana Muhammad Al ceased to come out. which
Was a heavy price to pay for his love and regard for the Turks by
Maulana Muhammad Ali and the eéntire Muslim India which they
suffered willingly.

Here another imporant development may be mentioned. The
Ottoman Caliphate was an Orthodux Sunni Caliphate, but s cause was
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also taken up by the Shias of the Indi-Pakistan subcontinent amd
eminem Shia leaders like Justice Sved Amir Ali and H.H. The Agha
Khan who worked for the preservation of the Othiiman Caliphate, s
glory and the unity of the Muslim World, During Tripoli War. Justice
Syed Amir Ali organised the British Red Crescent Society and semi
Medical Missions, which gave relief w the sick and wounded soldiers
of Turkey. The Society also worked during the Balkan War and ook
care of thousands of sutferers.

Writing in his memories, Justice Syéd Amir All says “The
Caliphate is & spiritual dignity which has existed since the early dayvs of
Islam...... It commands respect even among Muslims who are not
strictly orthodox and who give spiritual allegiance 10 other ponnifis”
When Turkey joined the 1st World War, on the side of Germany,
sympathies of Muslim [ndia towards Turkey further increased due b
the efforts amd the increasing influence of Maulana Muhammad Ali
The British Government arrested him and his ““elder brother'™ Maulana
Shaukat Ali. and hoth the brothers remained in jail for five vears
Writing ahout his long inmternment Maulana Muhammad Al savs It
was vur sympathy for Turkey that prevented our release during the wir
When finally Ali Brothers were released from long imprisonment, in
December. 1919 they rushed towards Amritsar, where the Indian
Natienal Congress, the Muslim League and recently organized Khilafar
Conterence  were  holding  their  respective  sessions.  Maulana
Muhammad Ali was selected w0 lead the Khilatar Delegation to England
and plead the cause of Turks and the Caliphate with the British
Government.

From that time on. Maulana Mubammad Al and Maulans
Shaukar Al became acknowledied ledders of the Khilatt Movement in
the subcontinent, and the younger «F the brothers emerged as the more
dynamic  and  influential  leader of MusYim  India. The Khilatat
Movement gained  momentum, s the peace settlement in Europe
lingered on, Khilafin Conferences were organised in length and breath
of the subcontinent. The Indian National Congress under Mr, Gamlhi
alse piped the khilatin Movement. The Congress and the Khilatat
Conference  jointly  decided 1w launch & “mon-violent and  non-
cooperation movement” alongwith thousands of their workers whi
were arrested by the government. which brooght the whale



Turkizh MfTuence on Muslim Polities of Do Pakistan. .. L]

subeontinent m a stane ol ermaal.

The end of the First World War brevgl; Ereal miseries upon
the Otoman Caliphate, all the Arab lands were occupied either by the
Allies or by their stooges, and even a number of cities and vilayats of
Turkey were surremerad W the Allied Armics. Constantinople was also
taken under control by the Allied Army. On 15th May, 1919, Symerna
was capturéd by the Greeks amd by that time 4 lakh Turkish soldiers
were killed and maore than one lakh soldiers were taken prisoners of war
by the allied powers. The allied impased the “Treay of Severss™ on
Turkey which was extremely humiliating, bt it also resulted in the
emergence of Ghazi Mustata Kamal Pasha as Saviour of Turkey,

Mustafa Kamal  Pasha Atta Turk called the first National
Assembly at Angora in 1920 and trom that date on the National
Assembly became the symbol of sovereignty of Modern Turkey, A war
for safeguarding the national interests of Turkey wis started under Atta
Turk and the Greeks were not only checked near Angori, but routed
and Symrana was re-occupied by the Turkish  forees again, The
victories of Mustafi Kamal Paslo suwde him g Ghazl and a hero in the
eyes of Muslim Inadia and he wis also recognised as an undisputed
leader of modern Turkey by the allicd powers. Ghaei Mustala Kamal
Pasha was elected ax the Birst President of the Republic of Turkey on
2h Okenorbser, 1923 O 180 Nowemiber, 1923 the st of the Ottoiman
Caliph. Sultan Abwlul Majid wis given the stalus of o spariual bewd,
without any temporal authorsy by the National Assembly of Turkey.
Betore that Turkey had abrogated the Treaty of Severes and signed
another treaty with the British  government known s “Treay of
Lussane™ in July, 1923, which wis more on terms of Turkey than on
the terms of the British Government, “Tremy of Lussane™ was a
victory for Mustafa Kamal Pasha, as according we this treaty, integrity
OfF Turkey was recognised, limitations on palitical, coomimic and legal
swvercignty o Turkey were waved  and  instemd of  “Sickman aof

Europe™, Turks were aceepted as a living force in International
Politics

AL tlaese cvents were lidlowgd |-.|_‘|:|1|:§. Iy e Muslims o 1l
suhcontinent, Mnsugh appechensive ol the Gt that the sdstibutnm aof
Khilatar wis poing to be abwlished . their admication o Mastala Kt
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continued. A realistic approach in politics was advocated by Allama
Ighal and when finally the institution of Caliphate was abolished by the
National Assembly of Turkey on 3rd March, 1924 there was no adverse
reaction in the subcontinent, as people were mentally prepared 1o accept
the realities of time. Allama Igbal distinguished between Caliphate and
Pan-lslamism as two separate issues, he was of the opinion that Islam
could only survive as a multi-national association and the administration
of Muslim States is vested in the community and not in an individual,
Allama Igbal, afier seeing the emergence of a dynamic Turkey under
Mustafa Kamal Pasha, and abolition of the institution of the Caliphate
by the Turks themselves evolved the conception of Pakistan in his
Presidential Address of the All India Muslim League in 1930, He said
“1 would like to see the Punjab, North West Frontier Province, Sindh
and Balochistan amalgamated into a single state-- [, therefore, demand
the formation of a consolidated Muslim State in the best interest of
India and Islam’™.

Ighal’s conception of Pakistan, and Kamal Ana Turk's
conception of Modern Turkey are realities of today as both of them,
along with l=an believe in Pan-Islamism, due to which the call of Islam
i5 again being heard in the Muslim World in accordance with the
eternal law of action and resction.



Broadcast Media in the Cyclonic
Disaster Preparedness: The Realities
in Coastal Region of Bangladesh

MOHAMMAD SAHID ULLAH

Introduction

Bangladesh 15 one of the most disastér-prone countries in the
world. Poverty forces about 20 million people in Bangladesh to live on
low-lying land or coastal islands where cyclones threaten life and
livelihood every year. Millions of poverty-stricken people crowd along
the high-risk areas of Bangladesh’s southern coastline that has
experienced as may as 64 severe cyclonic storms and tidal surges in the
past 200 years since 1789'. Moreover, " is a country where about 7.5
million people are so vulnerable that they have little or no resistance to
evelonic disasters. On an average, of the dozen tropical disturbances that
originate in the Bay of Bengal each vear, at least five are capable of
developing into cyelonic storms to hit the Bangladesh coast’. Some of
these at times tum out to be national catastrophes, The fiercest killer
cyclone lashed the Bangladesh coast on 12 November 1970 and took a
toll of half a million lives with property losses amounting to over a
billion US dollars. Within a little over two decades, Bangladesh was hit
by another cyclone of catastrophic magnitude on 2%th April 1991,
claiming lives of about 0.138 million people and inflicting extensive
damage to property worth more than two billion US dollars. The
cyclones of 1876, 1919, 1941, 1942, 1961, 1963, 1983 & 1997 were also
severe in nature’. Meteorological evidences have shown that no two
tropical cyvclones take the same route, and their erratic nature makes
warning both difficult and necessarv. But waming has been more
successfil than prevention”. Forecasting and tracking has improved in

Mobammad Sahid Ullah, Assistant Profcssor and Chairman Depamiment of
Jourmalism, Chittagong University, Chintageng
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the develuped world, but Bangladesh has had less success in supplving
the information to the exposed population. Peasants either do not receive
the warnings. or have no way of evacuating the area. or both. In
Bangladesh at least 63 percent of the coastal people have either the land
or property right over the land they live on. Millions live in object
poverty and illiteracy in huts withour health or sanitation facilities in
high-risk low-lying island and coastal inlets. They awnit calamity
virtually defenseless: for survivors, recovery can be fragile, leaving them
more vulnerable 1o the next eyelone’.

Realizing the cyclone is among worst risks 1o the security of
individuals and communities, broadcasters of Bangladesh do firmly feel
the need to improve broadeasting at the various stages of cyclone spectrn.
Like the general people and expents in disaster management. broadcasters
also believe that broadcast media, both radio and television, is a part and
parcel in the process of disaster mitigation in the form of preparedness,
evacuation and sheltering. With just two to four days of effective early
warnings of a potential cvclonic disaster, media can help in lessening the
casualties and losses of properties, However. the harsh reality is that
precautionary measures to safeguarding the valuable lives of thousands
people during the cyclonic-disaser remain absolutely inadequate due to
poor preparedness, low access of radio and television in the coastal
region, lack of public confidence in the state-run broadeast media.
confusing warning signals, poor transportation and telecommunication
facilities. inadequate reporting skills of broadcasters and lack of proper
motivation. and so on claiming the lives of tens of thousands of people
during cyelones in the 710 km coastline of the country. To prevent or at
least mitigate the scale of deaths in cvclone and tidal surges, it is
expedient to examine how the two medias could guide the inhabitanis
properly and find out the ways to fill in the gap between information and
decision-making in order to take due precautionary  measures; like
evacuation and shelter.

Rationale of the Study

Public response is at its most cntical junciure when the broadcast
media functions as a vehicle for disseminatin ¢ information about disaster
warning. because accurate and timely warnings can be vital in protecting
lives and property.” The Tampere Declaration of 1991 recognised the
critical role of mass media in providing public information 1o
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Realitier in Coartal Region of Bangladesh !
:ummunifju at risk and ther hr:.md:-r role in edocation and opinion
formation. In Bangladesh, povery and illiteracy place millions of
isolated coastal people beyond the purview of conventional mass media,
and certainly from the every printed word. A survey in 1996 by the Press
Institute of Bangladesh — reveals that immediately before a cyclonic
disaster, newspapers cannot play a significant role as the radio, television
and Newspapers cannot cover or even reach in time at the remote islands
of the coastal region during I:I'n:rg:n:iﬁT. Broadeast media, therefore,
can play a crucial role in information dissemination during cyclonic
disaster in Bangladesh. Considering this, the Government of Bangladesh
has given due priority to its broadcast media for playing their role during
disaster preparedness and mitigation process. Different studies and
surveys carried out by the Community Development Library — CDL:
1991 PIB: 199% Oxfam 200 and Ullah 2000 showed that cyclone
warning transmission through radio and television plaved a catalyst role
in limiting the number of deaths by cyclone and tidal bore as the people
take proper preparedness after hearing announcement from radio
bulletins. However, the CDL survey — The April Disaster-199] —
revealed that many people in the coastal area cannot afford to use radio
due to  high cost of batteries. It has been found that 84% of the
respondents (sample 720} do not own any radio They arc depending on
radio-owners and Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS) Cyclone
Preparedness Programme (CCP) volunteers for special weather bulletins
among the respondents, 45.69% people heard waming signals first from
radio announcement. The other sources of information relating to
cyclone are neighbors (17.16 %), CPP of BDRCS (14.58 %3). Only 0.83
% of the respondents knew of waming from television annmouncement’.

PIB study at the Sandwip Island — The Effects of Media in
Facing Disavier in Coastal Area (1996) revealed that radio is a
significant medium in disseminating information during cyclonic disaster
and helps lessen the mass tragedy, According to the survey, majority
{51.8%) of the families (sample size 108) in this off-shore island had
radio sets and almost evervbody had the opportunity o listen to radio’s
special weather bulletins.” Another survey (Feb-2000) by Massline
Media Center reports that 74.82% of the fishing boats that sail in the Bay
of Bengal, one of the most vulnerable cyclone breeding zones in the
world. have radio{s)."” It is well-known that state-owned radio and
television channels have limited credibility to the public. A Bangladesh
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Unnayan Parisad (BUFP} survey in 1995 said only 15% of the total
popilation believes in the news of these public service broadcasting
agencies''. However, in the coastal region around 69.7% of the droplet
have confidence in radio announcement relating to cyclone™. Radio is
becoming of mass use in rural Bangladesh, According to the UNICEF
{1998} each village, where 81 percent of country's population lives in,
has at jeast one radio set. The total land area of the country is under the
purview of the state-run radio channel Bangladesh Betar - with its six
full- Medged station and relay centers. [n 1993 the number of radio sets in
the country was 3,230,000, Television covers 90 percent area with two
full-fledged and 13 relay stations. There were 635025 television sets in
the country in 1995, Besides, a number of unlicensed radic and television
sets have been in use. But television is not available everywhere due to
its high price and inadequate infrastructure facilities for power.”
According to Bates Asia (1995) 10.4% of a wtal of 194 million
households had television and 37% owned radio sets. Besides, the CDL
survey said, access to radio {ownership) is only 15.97 percent in the
coastal area of Bangladesh. Survey (1995) by the Johns Hopkins
Liniversity Center for Communication Programmes in Bangladesh found
that only eight percent of the houscholds, three rural and 40 urban. have
their television scis (sample size 5.884. rural 4499 and urban |385)
After 1995, there is no clear-cut data yet available regarding media
access in Bangladesh.'' Since, the cuastal regions of Bangladesh are
frequently affected by devastation cyclones and catastrophic tidal bore
and storm surges. a systematic study in this region could offer better
understanding of the situation and as well as determine the role and
effect of media during the time of cvclonic preparedness.

Objectives

People in the coastal region believe that cyclones with tidal bore
may affect them any time. Therefore, a full ime preparation is needed to
deal with the natural killer. Considering the situations. the survey study
has been undertaken with some broad objectives 10 examine the overall
media situation, eritically review and analyse the access and role of mass
media in disaster preparedness throughout the coastal region with special
emphasis to cyclonic disaster and influence policies for an appropriate
and better management plan for the poor people living in the high-risk
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coastal areas. off-shore islands and chars in the Bay of Bengal. This
study has been aimed to;

{a) Know the existing mass media, their types and access
throughout the coastal arens:

ibj Examine the people’s awareness and participation in
cyelonic-disaster preparedness and acceptance of the
role of broadcast media; and

(e} Recommend guidelines for broadcast media in
mitigating the losses from cyelonic disaster.

Study Area

The areas near the Bay of Bengal and those situated one to three
meters above the sea levels that usually submerge with tidal bore from
the coastal region of Hangladesh also includes the estuary of the river
Meghna, To ensure proper representation in information collection,
seven districts were selected, located in both coastal and off-shore island
covering 710 km. coastline, which starts from the river Naaf, separates
Bangladesh from Myanmar and falls in the Bay of Bengal in the south
east of the country 1o Raimangal river along the Indo-Bangiadesh border
in the West. The study was conducted in Lipazila (sub-district) of Cox's
Bazar in the East to Barguna in the West. The selected areas were
Kutubdia of Cox's Bazar, Banshkhali and Sandwip of Chittagong. Char
Alexander of Ramgati, Hativa of Noakhali, Charfashon of Bhola,
Galachipa of Patuakhali and Pathargata of Barguna Districts.

Methods

The study mainly depends on information and data derived from
primary sources through a well-defined set of questionnaires. The
questionnaire, on which responses have been collected from 400
household. consisted of a total of 67 questions relating to personal.
cyclone and media. Available Fiterature review has been done in
examining the concurrent socio-economic condition of the people and
coping system with the cyclonic disaster including media's role in
disaster preparedness. Proportional Allocation of Sampling method
(Proportional to the total number of household in respeclive areas) was
constdered for selecting the number of households in different areas and
Random Sampling method has been followed during information
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collection from the households of different arcas. SPSS pe Software was
used for data analysis.

Barriers and Limitation

Initially it was planned to review available literature relating to
cyclonic disaster preparedness, but it is a harsh reality that no adequate
information is available regarding ¢vclonic disaster or even preparedness
before the catastrophe of 29™ April 1991, Most of the studies and
literature cover the relief work that usually follows a catastrophe. So the
study faced difficulty in understanding previous measeres relating to
preparedness, evacuation and shelters, The questionnaire for
householders media-men and administrative personnel were supposed 1o
be enough for serving the purpose but it was difficult to manage the
unlettered people in the coastal region particularly women. during
information collection the researcher believes that if it could be possible
to stay longer with the people in the coast the coping system during pre-
evelone period may be studied easily and it would be more convenient to
examine the media’s, role in motivating evacuation — the main cause of
deaths and losses,

Basic Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents

Among the 400 respondents, 67.5% (270) are male and 32.5%
{1307 are female and their ages range from 15 years to 60 plus years.
among the respondents 361 (90.3%) are Mushms, 36 (9%) Hindus and
the rest 0. 7% belong to other religions. The respondents’ monthly income
ranges from below TK. 1,000 ($20 approx.) to above TK 10,000 ($200
approx). Most (62.5%) of the respondents’ monthly income is around Tk
1,000 to Tk 4,000 with an average family size of six o eight. The
principal occupation of the people is cultivation (39.8%), followed by
small trade (14.5%), day lnborers (13.0%). and fishing (7.3%). Most of
them (4%.8%) have no formal education and 11.5% have education of
the secondary grade, 8% of higher secondary grade and 4.8 % under-

graduates.
Findings
Access of Mass Media — Generally it is believed that people in

the coastal region do not have any radio and television due to poverty.
Therefore, the access to mass media is very low in the coastal region.
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The study tries to find the real situation of mass media access among the
people. It is found that some 51.1% of the houscholds own radio sets.
Among the respondents some 47% informed that they have no radio or

television set. The overall media access is shown in Table |

400

(Table-1)
MEDIA Ownership
Type of Media No. of Respondents Percentage
Mewspapers 3 .8
Radio [44 36.0
Television 3 0.8
Radio and 6.8
Television 27
Radio and 28 -
Newspapers
MNewspapers and 2 0.3
Television
Newspapers, Radio 22 55
and Television
Mone 158 47.0
Total 100

In Table-1. it is observed that the access of mass media is not 50
significant in the coastal region. Only 9.6% have access 1o newspapers
and 12.8% possess television sets. Therefore, it is seen that radio has
mone access among coastal people. The null hypothesis expeniment
indicates that the correlation between media sccess and income level 15
2=242 697 df=30.P= 000. Therefore, it is evident that the access of mass

medin depends much upon the income level of coastal people
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Mews regarding Preparedness

Broadcast media has an imponant role in purswing the people.
However, it is widely believed that community people play the role of
catalyst to inform and motivate the common people for taking measures
to face cyelonie disaster. Therefore, the study considers the broadcast
media as very much a part of disaster preparedness and tries to examine
the role of media in preparedness, People in the cyclone-prone coastal
regions come to know the appropriate method of disaster preparedness
from the sources mentioned below.

{Table-2)
Preparedness Information Sources
Information No,of No. of No Response
Sources Respondents Respondents
i Yes) (Now) .
Poster 312 {5.9%) 246 (61.5%) 122 {30 5%)
Bill Board 15 (3.8%) 256 (64.00) 129 (32 2%)
| NGO Workers 85 (16.8%) 201 (32.8%) 122 (30.5%)
Radio 301 (75.3%) 54 (13.5%) | #5(13.5%)
] Television 211 (52.8%) P (26,3 %) [
' §3(20.3%)
Red Crescent 323, 35 (B.8%) 472 (10,5%)
(80.8%)

From Table-2, it is observed that 80 8% of the respondents consider the
CPP "volunteers' campaign as genuine for preparedness measures They also
mention that radio 15 another source of nformaton (73.3%) regarding
appropriate  preparedness methods before cvclone. The other sources of
information are television (20.3%), NGO workers (16 8%). posters (8%), and
hillboard (3.8%). The relationship between media amd preparcdness measure 15
very strong as null hypathesis rejected at x2 -284,005, df = 56 p< 000 |evel.
Therefore, it is apparent that broadcast media has plaved a strong role in taxing
preparedness measures.

NEWS SOURCES BEFORE CYCLONIC HIT
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Earlier studies indicated that radio bulletin is the main source of
news regarding cyclonic disaster among the coastal people. Considening
this fact, it was tried to judge the reliability of earlier studies. According
to the survey report, people consider a number of news sources for
cyclonic depression. The main sources are radio, neighbors’ CCP
volunteers, signal flags and previous experience. Considering all these
sources, respondents were asked 1o give name of every source

(Table-3)
FINDINGS ARE PRESENTED IN THE TABLE BELOW
NEWS SOURCES
Name of the No. of No. of No Response
Source Respondents Respondents
(Yes) Mo
Meighbors 295 {73.8%) 440 11.0%) fl i 15,3%1]
Experience 103 (25 8%6) TT(19.3%)
(55.5%)
Sea Condition 165 (41.3%) 138 (34.6%) 97 (24.3%:)
Radio 288 (72.0%) 69 (17.3%) 43 (10.8%)
MNewspapers 44 248 (62.0%) 107 (26, 8%) I
(10.0%)
Red Crescent 331 (82.2%%) 18 (9.5%) 31 (7.8%)
CPP
Television TH 227 (36.85%%) 97, (24.3%) .
(19.0%)
Signal Flags186 142 (35.5%) T2 [ 18%)
l16.5%

From Table-3 it is found that among the respondents, 82.2%
receive cvclone warning news from CPP volunteers, 72% from radio.
and interestingly 35.5% of the people mform that they can guess the
upcoming cyclone from their earlier experience. Regarding broadeast
media and news sources the null hypothesis result is x2 = 5.418. df i5 =
35.P<.112. Therefore, the relationship between these two variables is not

) |



ull ] South Asian St

media and news sources the null hypothesis result is x2 = 5418, df is =
353.P<.112. Therefore, the relationship between these two variables is not
so strong and it is proven that people does not only get waming news
froum the mass media but also from other sources.

Confidence to the Sources

People in the coastal region hardly or never wish 1o move 1o
safer places earlier from their own houses for a number of causes. One of
the major causes is that they have less confidence on the media news on
cyclonic disaster. It is believed that mass media has poor reliability
among the affected people. Considering this. 8 question was
admimistrated relating to confidence. Response on the overall reliability
of the news sources is shown in table=4.

(Table - 4)
RELIABILITY IMPORTANCE OF SOURCES
Agency of Sources No, of | Percentage
Respondents
Red Crescent - CPP | 66 41.5
Radio 157 193
Television 12 3.0
NGO 1 0.3
Red Crescent-CPP and i6 9.0
Radio
CPP and Television (2) 0.5 o
Radio and Television (12)3.0
| No Response 10 2.5
Tonal 400 | 100

Table-4 indicates that 41.5% of the respondents have confidence
on the announcement by CPF volunteers while 39.3% relv on radio, 3%
on lelevision announcement and 2.5% did not respond about their
confidence on warming news. The relationship between confidence fevel
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and broadcast media is x2=21.521, df 14, P <.089. Therefore. the null
hypothesis may not be rejected and it is evident that people have not
taken waming bulletin by the broadcast media so seriously regarding
evacuation and sheliering during eyvelone.

UNDERSTANDING OF NEWS BULLETIN

The dissemination cyclonic disaster warning signals through
radio and television are very important. However announcement of
wamning signal on the broadcast media are criticized widely by the
disaster management agencies both at home and abroad for using highly
technical language. Therefore, it is believed in Bangladesh that people in
the coastal region do not understand the meaning of disseminated
warning signals properly as most of them are illiterate. Keeping this Fact
in mind, a question regarding the cause of partial or non-understanding
of the news bulletins was also administered. However, 65.3% of the
respondents informed that they understood the signal, 22.3% told that
they could understand partially and only 9.3% said they fail to
understand signals, The reasons behind their non-understanding are cited
below.

(Table-5)
CAUSES OF FAIL TO UNDERSTAND OR PARTIAL
UNDERSTANDING
Causes | Ma. of Wo, of No Response
Respondents Respondents
{Yes) (No)
Technical TT(19.3%:) 205 (73.8%) 28 (7.0%%)
Language
Sea and River 57 (14.3%) 33 (8.3%) 310 (77.5%)
confusion N
Confusing Signal 96 (24.0%) 295 (73.8%) 9 (2.3%)
| Radio Noise 25 62 (15.5%) 313 (78.3%)
(6.3%)
_ Mot Believe 29 300 (75.3%) T(17.5%)
| (7.3%) |
i' Careless 32 (5.0%) 67 (16.8%) F 301 (75.3%)
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[n a multiple question-answer 19.5% of the respondents
informed that they were not familiar to the language of evelone warming
announced by the radio and television. They think that the bulletin's
language is very much technical to them. Some 14.3% said they fail to
mark the difference between a sea and river port clearly during
announcement. 24% of them are in confusion regarding signals, while
8% are very carcless about radio warning signal. The correlation
evidence level is %2=33 947, df=15. P <.003. Therefore, it is proved that
educational status leads person to better understand waming signal
through broadcast media.

Expectation From Mass Media

It is claimed and aftermath proved that illiterate people fail to
understand waming news fully due to some technical aspects of
announcement. Therefore, it is necessary 10 ask for the requirements of
the respondents regarding the announcement of the warning signal under
the study. The requirements from mass media are présented below.

{Tahle-6 )
EXPECTATION
Demand - N'l.'.l."l;'l'r | Ma. af Mo
Criterion Respondents Respondents | Response
| {Yes) (MNa)
Frequent 305 (76.3%) 22 (5.5%) 73(18.3)
Broadeast r
Broadcasting 309 (77.3%) 28 (7.0%%) 63 (15.8%)
Local Language | !
Broadeasi 23T(64.3%) | 41(103%) 12
Direction and {25.5%)
Moy ement
Signal in Easy | 278 (69 5%) 31 (7.8%) 91 (22.8%).
Language
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Table-6 shows that 77.3% interviewees are keen to hear the

warning signals from radio and television in their local dialects — those

of Chittagong Noakhali and in Barisal. Some 76.3% respondents

demanded that bulletins be broadcasted more frequently, while 69 5%

say that they wish t listen to the waming in a very easv and

understandable language. Among the respondents 77.3% urged the

authorities concerned to inform them the probable track of depression in
easy language before cyclones with tidal bore,

Discussion and Conclusion

The analyses lead us to draw the conclusion that poverty-stricken
people who live in the coastal region have very limited access to the
media depending wpon their income level, [lliterate and less educated
radio and television transmitted cyclones warning signals are not needed
for a number of reasons. People fail to understand warning
announcement properly as wamning are announced in polished langunge
with technical jargons. People in the cyclone-prone areas consider Red
Crescent-CPP volunteers' campaign a8 more important than radio
bulletins of the time of preparedness and sheltering. People who are used
to listen 1o or expose themselves to warning signal regularly over radio,
follow the guidelines for preparedness measures, But coastal inhabitants
who usually depend upon God's mercy and follow the "Wait and see' rule
do not give importance to cyclone waming signal broadcasts by the
media, mainly radio. Besides, a significant trend is that people are not
aware of cyclone related warming signals and fail to take due measures
for preparedness. However, people who know of waming signals through
radio or television relatively earlier then dthers, could make preparations
better than those who get the message just before the cyclonic-hit. It is
evident that people living in the highly cyclone-prone areas, consider Red
Crescent volunteers' campaign or other interpersonal channel seriously
in motivation to evacuate and take shelters. Most of the coastal people
believe that successful public awareness program with the aim of
changing the mind-set and developing the capacity and skills of the high-
risk population will hopefully lower the loss of life and property
sustainability in any cyclone and storm surge. Therefore. media is very
essential to link experts, disaster mitigation officials and finally the
suffering public. We should educate them about preparedness, track
approaching cyclonic hazard, alert authorities, wam the poor and
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illiterate inmates most likely to be affected, assess damage, collect
nformation. supplies and other resources, coordinate rescue and relief
wcuvities, accounting for missing people, and motivate the public.

During catastrophic situations the broadcast media generally acts
as a link berween the common man and the technical information about
the risk and the hazard. It absorbs and transforms technical information
provided either by experts or mediators and relays the information to the
public in a simple manner. Because. the strength of the mass media lic
partly in their independence from the government or other agencies and
partly in their ability to anract large audiences who regard them as
reasonably credible information sources. The broadeast media, both radio
and television, reflection of grear public interest and concern. can
provide extensive coverage of cyclonic disasters. As forecasters have
increasingly gaimed the ability 1o predict, the media has covered the near-
them predication phase of the event. The broadcast media has
significantly improved the level and sophistication of their pro-and post-
disaster coverage in recent vears by using new technology and consulting
technical experts, who are better able to analyse the causes and
mitigation measures for cyclonic disaster. But a rational approach for
media involvement in disaster preparedness would depend on how much
it makes itself familiar with the preparedness measures, the disaster
management action plans, role and responsibilities and strengths and
limitations in respect of administrative capabilities. These all will prepare
the ground for wtilizing the technological and human resources available
with the mass media. Taping the mass media's potentials can and will
improve the preparedness and response to cyclone disasters, Conversely,
studies and application of cyclone related disaster mitigation techniques
can enhance the quality of interest in the services that the media can
provide. The media has the definitive opportunity to play a leadership
role in the transition of thinking and action from preparedness to
mitiganion during any cyclonic disaster
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Popular Culture, Heritage and
Environmental Conservation in
Bangladesh : An Overview

DR NIAZ AHMED KHAN'
INTRODUCTION

In the recent years, Bangladesh has witnessed an unprecedented
rise in public interest in emvironmental conservation and associated
msues. A substantial body of literature has emerged, focusing on the
governmental and  non-governmental  programmes  and  initiatives
wwards environmental management and development (see, e.g., Abedin
et al. 1990, BARC 1983, Alam et al. 1997, Anon. 1991, FMP 1993).
However, there has been very limited research o explore issues of
environmental conservation within the context of and in relation 1o the
popular culture, heritage, religion and indigenous knowledge of common
pecple. The traditional cultural and religious practices. which are deeply
rooted in the socio-economic fabric of the country, provide for and
underpin - many  informal and formal enavironmental conservation
measures. To analyse the impact and influence of culture and heritage on
the formation. nature and function of institution and legislation for
environmental protection within the limits of this brief article is a
Herculean task by any standard. In what follows. 1 shall atempt 1o focus
on a few selected aspects of our culture and heritage in the broad context
of environmental conservation and management

Traditions, Practices and Indigenous knowledge in the Nelds
of Agriculture and Popular Medicine

Agricultural and ethno-medicinal practices in rural Bangladesh
demonstrate a rich interplay of cultural influence, heritage and

" Dr. Niaz Ahmed Khan Associate Prafessor of Public Administration,
University of Chittagang. Bangladesh and Research Fellow. Cantre fo
Developmant Studies, University ol Wales, UK



28 Nouth Ao Stndfier

Indigenous Knowledge. Farmers are found to be intelligent managers of
their ostensible resources and adopt varied survival strategies. The
traditional ¢rop varieties produce modest but dependable yields on soils
with minimum management (BARC 1983:3-4), The agriculture sector
accounts for about 35% of Gross Domestic Product of the Country and
employvs about 62%% of the Inbour force, The net cultivated area of
Bangladesh encompasses 6(F% of the total land area, the highest
percentage in Asia (WR1 1990:57). Farmers depend on a highly
diversified strategy of homestead gardens, horticultural production,
forestry product collection, fivestock raising, and fishing in addition to
rice cultivation. The traditional agricultural farming systems in
Bangladesh can broadly be classified as plain land and Hill svstems,
Farming in the plain lands involves ploughing by animals, sowing,
casting of seeds, transplantation of seedlings and use of organic manure.
Plain lands can be of two types in terms of degrees of elevation; the lands
which remain submerged for a considerable period (upto a maximum of
six months) and the relatively elevated lands. The first tvpe of land is
specially found in the (low-lving Haor) areas of the greater districts of
Mymensingh, Sylhet and parts of Barisal and Pabna. Usually, crops
grown in these lands are harvested once a year. The lands are replenished
annually by alluvial soils and warrant little or no antificial manwre. The
relatively elevated lands can be utilized throughout the vear for
cultivation, and can suppont upto three crop harvests. The traditional Hill
farming system, comprising munly of shifting cultivation () 1s
practiced in the mountainous terrain of Chittagong, Chitagong Hill
Tracts (CHTs) and Cox’s Bazar,

There are a considerable number of institutions and policies
concerning the development of Agriculture in Bangladesh, The primary
public agencies include Depanment of Agricultural Extension,
Bangladesh Rural Development Board, Bangladesh Agricultural
Development  Corporation, Department of Livestock  Services,
Departiment of Fisheries, and Department of Forests. Besides, there are
many non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and commercial traders
and input suppliers operating in the agriculture sector. The curreni
Agricultural  Policv's principal objectives include “increasing food
supplies for the growing population. providing income and jobs for rural
people, and protecting the environment” (MoA 19935:1), The Mational
Agricultural Extension Policy 199%6's main goal was o "encourage the
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varkous partners and agencies within the national agricultural extension
svstem to provide efficient and effective services which complement and
reinforce each other, in an effonn to increase the efficiency and
productivity of agriculture in Bangladesh” (MoA 1996). The national
agricultural research system is composed of over 1200 scientists working
at ten primary research organizations: Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Institute (Gazipur)., Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (Gazipur),
Bangladesh Jute Research Institute (Dhaka), Bargladesh Fisheries
Research Institute (Mymensingh), Bangladesh Livestock Research
Institute of Nuclear Agriculture {Mymensingh), Sugarcane Research and
Training Institute {Ishurdi), Bangladesh Tea Research Institute (Maoulovi
Bazar), and Soil Resources Development [Instiute (Dhaka). The
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council (Dhaka) is the apex
institution, which coordinates agricultural research activities in the
country. Rural people have waditionally used plants and herbs against
various diseases from time immemorial in Bangladesh. The carliest use
of plants can be traced back to the Hindu epic of Rigveda (1500 BC)
which is one of the oldest repositories of human knowledge" (Rashid
1998:67). The traditional folk based medicinal system, known as the
Ayurvedic, is still popularly used by rural communities. A number of
public institutions, such as the Bangladesh Forest Research Institute,
Bangladesh Council for Scientific and Industrial Research and Mational
Herbarium, have amempted to conduct surveys and record the medicinal
plants and herbal practices in  Bangladesh. Some pharmaceutical
companies, for example the Sadhona Crushadhataya  ([Dhaka).
Kundeshwari Oushadhalava (Chittagong) ana Mohazer Cushadhalaya
(Chittagonz), maintain a network for collection and marketing of
medicinal plants and medicines. There are public and private academic
institutions in Sylhet. Chittagong and Dhaka which offer diploma and
graduate level courses on herbal medicines. A Herbal Medicine Centre
has been recently established in the disirict of Rangamati. Research on
ethno medicinal practices, especially of the tribal communities, has
intensified lately (see, e.g., Alam 1992, Khisa 1996, Rashid 1988, 1998,
Siddigui 1998). Ara et al (1990) have documented the phenology.
distribution and habits of as many zs 220 species of medicinal plants.
Table | offers a list of selected medicinal plants of Bangladesh.
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A Selected List of the Major Medicinal/Herbal Plant Species of

Bangladesh
Seweniafee Wi LI:Iﬂ.'I Family Avmlabadity Froecipal medicinal
NETE wlags
AT
Terminali | Arjun Combretacese | Commonly found slong the | Heant dusrasct,
& aquns hﬂ'm. cipecislly in e Blood  dysentery;
Wk ALY weitern  diriets (e the | palpiation; Asthma
Rajshahi-talors highwiy
Calotropis | Adcand Asolepisdscene | Throughaout Hanglsdesh Asthia, Skim
grgantean dusrmey. Ediced
Linn dysostery,
Hesdizhe.
Solsnam | Contari | Solanaccec Theoughout Danglsdeth a5 | Cough,  Hooping
Eanihocw weed cough;,  Stoskth
| Hchi diseasey; Toth mche.
Datwra Kulo Solanstese =Dt Dog or Fox beie,
maetel Dhubern Menisl  diseses;
|, mn Cirw oo
Baldncrs,  Bodily
paain, Asthima.
Andrograp | Kalomegh | Acenihacess Throughoui Bangladesh, | Paedistie discaes.
hri capeeanlly in loamy soil. Lever duﬂﬂ.
paniculsia Anthebmentic.
Meed
Ackcia Khait Legumindae Especially in the Morh | Boiky Cough;
caleche Elengal Fever, Elephantisig
Wild. Fadneas; Dearrheoa.
i Tulshd Labisine Giown be e Hindu | Peedisiric deseasss;
Lanium Popsdsison  in  homschold | blabarisd ever,
Limn premise &3 pacred iree, also | Hean ek,
prown asbarally in wesie and | Indigestion
roud-gide lamdi.
Cenacils Thankeni | Umsibeilifone Thivughout Banglsicsh Used m  gencrsl
wala Tonks, Im bealemcnl
Limn of (b wounds,
Hheumaiie diszuses,
hyseniery.
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0 late, there has been o growing awareness among  the
academics and development practitioners about the need for a systematic
exploration and documentation of IK concerming agriculture, ethno-
medicine and other resource systems. The Bangladesh Resource Certre
for Indigenous knowledge {Dhaka), for example, regulardy organize
seminars and trainmg workshop on 1K,

Homestead based Production and Environmental Conservation

Homesteads are the building blocks of rural Bangladesh,
Although there are regional differences in nature, size and composition, a
homestead connotes a complex interaction among a household, its
{physical, natural and human) resources. and surrounding society and
environment. In the context of rural Bangladesh, a household is typically
built around a nuclear family. The household members have a joint
budget. and a single unit for production and consumption, each acting as
a decision-making unit. Mormally, the oldest male, the father or the
eldest brother. acts as the head of houschold (Ahmed 1993:17. also see
Khan [1298),

Homesteads, of which households are the key functionaries, are
significant for a number of reasons: including their role as the basic-unit
of production and consumption. as a focus for socic-economic linkages
and interaction. and as a generator of day-to-day survival and coping
strategies. Homesteads are responsible for nurturing major environmenial
resources m the rural oreas along with their various management
techniques. Key examples include homestead forestry and agroforestry,
woid [ot plantation. indigenous practices associated with soil and nature
conservation erc. Homestead forestry ‘agroforestry is o supplementan
production system by and for members of howscholds which invelve
intensive land managemen surrounding a house on which a mixture of
annual and perenmial plants are grovwn together with/'without animals for
the respective household's domestic or commercial consum ption { Millat-
e-Mustafa 1997). Homestead flora accounts for about 70% of all wood
consumad and 90% of all fuel wood and bamboo in the country { Abedin
el al. 19900 Some [0 million househalds, i over B3.650 wvillnges,
annually supply about 3m cubic metre of wood and 0.53m air-drv MT of
bamboo (FMP 1995:77) Das (1990) has observed as many as |49
village tree species in Banglidesh. There are empirical evidence thiat
“woods vegetation at homesteads has a positive effect on improvement
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in soil moisture through shading and mulching process” and on the
reduction of soil erosion (see. eg., Khan and Alam 1996:2). Homesteads
are also the scats of traditional handicrafts. cottage industries. agua
culture and post-harvest operation of crops. Rural household membrs
have demonstrated  indigenous  techmical  knowledge concerming
environmental conservation and resource use (see. e.g.. Alam et al, 1997,
Millat-c-Musiafa et al. 1996, Khan 1998). Although the significance of
homesteads 5 unequivocally established, there is hardly any specific or
exclusive legislation or instittion for ensuring the improvement of the
status of rura! homesteads. The rural development strategies, especially
the poveny alleviation schemes, however, have focused on homesieads
m the recent vears as a keyv locus of intervention. There has been
increased awareness about the imponance of homestead and associated
respurces among the academic and development activists. For example,
it has been suggested the homestead forests should be managed by an
integrated and participatory Management Plan and there needs to be
more action oriented, exploratory research on the potentials and
problems of homestead resources (see. NAWG 1999:6), The Foresiry
Master Plan (FMP 1993:78) has underscored the need for providing
regular extension support, credit, and market facilities © the homestead
production systems, especially homestead foresiry

Institutional Framework for the Protection of Monuments, Religious
Artifacts and Antiguities

There are a number of constitutional provisions and legislation,
which have significant implications for the preservation and maintenance
of monuments, religious anifacts and antiquities (see Table 2).
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A summary of the concerned key legislation slong with

their primcipal relevant provisions

Fuclevand legulstion Congerned major provizson
“The Conatination of (Asticle 13} The Stase shall adopt mexsures fo conserve (st cultural
[angladesh trnditeons and heritage of people, Bad 50 10 fosler and improve the

nalional lesguage, litcratum 5 the ey thal sl sections of Uss peophe
we afTorded the opporunity lo tontnbute lowands and o paristipale
i thee emnichmend of e nadionad culten

{Asticle 24) The Stz shall sdopt measurcs for the protection againat
disfigurement, damape o removal of all monuments, objecs of

places of special wtintic or hisioric smportance of inlcreld

The Astiqualies At
1968 [ smsendesd
by the Anbiquitics
A mrryidimagil ;
Owdinance I9T8)

Irhpﬁmhnrmmﬂl:rwdlhhlmzduwlud
containg any anlgeity, d may direct 1o soguire such Band of sey par
ther of under the Land Acqeriitson Acl | B e for u publis purpoie,
hmﬁm:mwm:.ﬁuttmumulﬁ
or beguacsl off &ny Estiquity.

I the governmend sppechends Bl 8 protecied immovable antiquaty is
in danget o being destroyed, injured or allowed io Tall ino decay, W
may, afler consultation with the Advisory Commisee, scguirs juch
anligualy of sy pan thereol

Swhiccl 10 the providsons of this Act of of sy sgrecment, RO poridn
shall . desiroy, beeak, damage, sher, injure, Scface or mulilale, o
sribble wiibi OF EREIVE BRY inscrpdion of HEA OB BNy ankigquity....
Mo person shall make on say land cacavalion for archacolagical
purgeoaz excepl under il in scoondance with @ license prasted by Bhe
[haiegiod

Th:mnﬂqmduh:,rﬂ:f“ﬂ"ﬂﬂklﬂlﬂlﬁl.

Conservalxon Rules Ecologically Critscal Ases (ECA) = respect of any saciest monumend
| 9 andior archeological site(s)

The  Bangladeih The gevemment may declare any area bo be @ natwsal park for
Wildlife Preseny- prolechon and preservation of rewcwt e,

sikon Act 19T I

The Estsblishmenst of & nasonal meseum 10 b called the Bangladeih
laipa  Indughat Jaiya adughar,

Ondinanc 1983 Collection, peeservation andior display of the antsguitics, works of st

wmrdnnm“d.qrmm-d
ilems related i b oubiural and natuial hﬂﬂurﬂmlw

The Mazionsl
Archives  ondinande
1983

Essblishment of & ceniral repository, b0 be called the Matsoaad
Archives, wilh a visw 10 protecting and preierving the public nocoads
and manuscripts of cullural, kisiorical sndfor nalsomsl inbenesl
Resorstion wed conservadion of regional peblic archives.
Profibition of export of cotam documents of hisiorical, cullursl o
lilewmry vubur

“The 21" UMESCO

A resolution wes passed sulhorizing e govemascnl of launch an

Paris 1973

T84

Ganeral Conference, Iniemations! Camgaign for the Buddhist monasiery st Paharpur and
Belprade 1950 the hissoric Mosque City of Digeihal
T Convesiion Concer- Dangledesh sccepeed (on 13 1581} and raificd fon 300 155]) the
mng the Prodeclion and ol the Convendion,

of  the Werld ot .

Culvwral and Matural
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As suoeested by the above hsr of legislatnon, the activities of o
number of public offices have a benring on the preservation and
protection of monuments, religious artifacts and other historical and
cultural heritage sites and specimens. The concemed mstituiions include
the Department of Archacology and Museums. Bangladesh Jativa
Jadughar, Department of Environment. Department of Forest and
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation (the National Tourism Organization).
Department of Archaeology, which s immeditely concerned with the
preservation of monuments, artifacts and archaeological sites, cames out
regular winter archaeological excavation and conducts countrywide
survey of all ancient monuments and heritage sites. During the carly
1980s, a Master-Plan was prépared. with the assistance from the
UNESCO, for conservation and preservation of the Buddhist Vihara at
Paharpur and the Muslim monuments at Bagerhal - the two sites which
represent the two most important periods in the country’s long history
(Almed |984:238-239) OF late. the Department of Environment has
bewn considerably strengthened and renovated in terms of personnel.
executive power and logistic resources. It has been entrusted with the
responsibality of implementation and execution of the environmental
legislation, including the aforesaid regulations. which have a bearing on
the preservation and protection of moenuments and anifacis. The
Bangladesh Panatan Corporation publicises and caters 1o demands of
tourism in the country's renowned places of anractions. which include
archacological sites and monuments, It maintains hotels, catering and
tour services in major distncts of tourist and archagological interests.
including Dhaka, Chittagong. Cox's Bazar. Rangamati. Rajshahi and
Bogra (GoB 1987, BPC undated).

Because of the low literacy level and inctlective public extension
and campaigning services, mass awareness about environmental issues
hvas been considerably low in Bangladesh untl recently (Bllal et al. 1998,
Schroll 1995, Khan 1998). Since the mid 1980s. there has been an
increased awareness amd enthusiasm aboul environmental conservation
and management in ~the counry. However, orgamzed and systemanc
movements or struggle by the public are stll conspicuous by their vers
limited presence. if not a total absence. There have been reporis of
sporadic and occasional citizen’s protest against particular issues related
1o eny ironmentl d[‘-gr..j-d:'llii.'ll'l.. In 1993, for example. a group aof commuan
villagers in Sirajgonj district lodged a united appeal to the concemed

el

"
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authorities to close down eighicen chemical processing and dyveing
industrial plants for causing pollution in the locality, Anather public
response was observed in Natore district, where local people forced the
government 1o take measures against two sugar mells and one distillery
responsible for the contamination of the river Narad { The Dadly Ohserver
28-3-1993). Similar public protest was also seen in Jovpurhat  agamst
the local Sugar Mills (The Financiol Express 28 August  [985)
Moreover, different professional and citizen groups have come forward
in recent years to collectively campaign for environmental protection.
The Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (BELA) and
Bangladesh Environmental Journalists Association (BEJA), for example,
regularly arrange seminars and symposia 1o increase public awareness
about environmental issues. Some Voluntary associations have also
attempted to facilitate and organize local willagers to stand against
specific local cases of environmental degradation. In recent months, for
expmple, a local voluntary association (called the Uttaran) has led a
villagers movement against the adverse environmental effects of
commercial shrimp culture in the coastal district of Satkhira. Another
organization, known as the Rupantar, has facilitated the formation of a
study group, comprising of a cross section of local people including
politicians, academics and farmers. 0 ruse mass awarcness about
awareness about the alarming degradation of the famous Sundarbans
mangrove cco-system. There has been another public protest in Rooppur
against the government's plan to resurrect the 36 / year / old Nuclear
Power Project in the locality The Bamgladesh Observer 6-9-1999),
Currently, the whole country seems to be gripped by the so-called
Csmang Udyan Controversy' (see, Rahman 1999}, The Osmany Udvan is
a public garden in the heart of the capital city of Dhaka. There has been a
vigorous citizen protest, spearheaded by o group of leading intelligentsia
of the country, against the government's decision to construct a huge
conference centre (for the forthcoming Non-Amidst highly charged
debates and discussions, reflecting the respective arguments of the
parties for and against the desolation of trees. the issue still remains
unresolved, Thus, it seems that peoples collective awareness and
movements towards environmental sswes, albein in a himited scale, are
up-and-coming,
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Plantation on Sacred and Religious Places

Traditionally, religious beliefs and culture has had a major
influence on forest resource generation and use in the Indian sub-
continent. { Documentation, scripture, seals and paintings from the Indus
valley civilizations) showed that forests were adored as a "collection of
celestinl plants and were supposed 1o be inhibited by divine spirits”
(Dwivedi 1980:3). Some analvsts have gone as far as 10 argue that the
ancient culture of this sub-continent had its verv origin in Aranyos
i forests) and Ashrams {religious centers, mostly located in woods) (see,
FRI 1961:72. Dwivedi [1980:2-5). Major Indian philosophies and
preaching, for example, found expression in the thoughts of Rishies and
Gurus (saints and hermits), who maostly lived in the serenity and
obhscurity of forests (Dwiveds 1980:3, Anon [99]:2)

The literature on early forest-use situation in this sub-continent
suggest that, local people had a religious and spiritual affinity with
forests (see. e.g. Padhi 1982, Dwivedi 1980, FR1 1961). The studies
shed light on the fact that there was great reverence for Vans (forests)
amongst ancient mees and religious literature. As early as (500 BC,
Rigvedn, for example, preached: “Plant, Thus | haid Thee - The Divine
Mother of Mankind" (Rig-X-97-4, cited in Padhi 1982:31). Similarly, the
Puran considered "plantation of trees and maintaining them were good
acts” and suggested that, for "those who do not have sons, trees are their
sons” (Dwivedi 1980:7). Later the Arvans, basically a pastoral
community and one of the most dominant races of ancient India, revered
forests and “"maintained all their big instimations in the svivan
surroundings of the forest” (FRI 1960:71). The Prophet of Islam also
preached thae "if any of vou plant a single seed or plant whose fruits are
eaten by animals, birds or men. it will be considered an act of piety™ and
“do not tear even a single leaf of any plant unnecessarilv™ (cited in
Chowdhury 19%6:57). The Mushim rulers of India {including Bengal), for
example the Mughals, also demoenstrated a “utilizational and aesthetic
approach towards forests” (Dwivedi 198000123}, For the rulers. foresis
served the 'imperial hunthing' and "omamental’ purposes,

On the basis of the proceeding brief review of history. one can
feel that rehigion and culure have radiionally plaved a pvoral role w
forestry in this pant of the world. Worshipping of trees was commaonplace
{ Dwiavedi 1980:7). This, coupled with spirtual preaching by some rulers,
most likely instilled among people some consciousness and interest m
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forest preservanon and propagation, Customs and religion, for example,
forbade the use of sickles or exe in certain areas; while in other areas
forests were treated as Devaranya (gods' grove) from which only twigs
and fallen branches could be fetched without causing and damage 1o
trees {Bhan 1998), The rulers also fostered the linkage between forests
and religious culture. There were forests exclusively "for the study of
religion” under some ancient Indian kingdoms (FRE 1961-72),

There is hardly any systematic information on plantation and
forestry on religious and sacred places in Bangladesh 51 present, except
the cccasional references made in a few studies. From his ethnographic
field work in selected areas of Kalinkair (in the cenral part of the
country ) and Rangunia (in the south-castern part). Khan ( |998:146 and
184 ), for example, observed the following:

There was a popular beliel that during epic days, the Hindu
deities, Krishna and Radha, had their legendary romance under the
serene surroundings of forests in a place called Gupta Brindaban, north
of Atia forests in the Dhaka-Mymensingh tracts — not far from my study-
site of Chandra. As | have found dunng the fieldwork, these forests of
religious value are stll preserved and worshipped by the local Hindu
population. In parts of the forests in (Ranguma) there is a large Hindu
temple and community centre in the locality, called the Jagatpur Ashram,
which (has wraditionaliy) held control over a vast area of land (including
forests). Similarly, ot least five Mazars {gravevards of sants: religious
seminaries) of Muslim priests are still seen in the area: all situated in the
forests. My informants reported that these saints lived amidst these
forests and preached religion to neighbouring villagers. Forests were
their most-loved rendesvous for practising and teaching religion.
Therefore, it seemed that forests and religion, like in many parts of the
Indian sub-continent. had been closely related: and saints attempted 10
convey the message of this relationship to the locals. Interviews with
some elderly villagers suggested that the preaching had, at least to some
extent, influenced the conservation and propagation of forests,

Even from a general and cursery observation. one can find
plantation and gardens within the territonil Boundiaries of many religious
institutions in the country, In recent vears. there have been attempts
carry out afforestation activities within the premises of religious
institutions and seminaries by some public and voluntary organizations



Papular Culture. Heritage and Environmental Conservation

int Bargladesh © An Overview
including the Chittagong City Corporation and the Forest Department. It
i5 believed that rees are less likely to be subjected to pilferage or illicit
felling within the boundaries of a sacred institution, in view of the
general reverence for religion in the country. The National Forest Policy
1994 has prescribed “tree plantation on the courtyards of rural
organizations such as Ewdgah (open prayer fieldl, mosque-makiab,
temple, madrassa (seminaries) etc..." (MeEF 1994)

Epilogue

The above discussion alludes 1o the fact thar there exist a wide
range of populir practices and stitmtions, which are embedded in the
socio=cultural and religious hertage of the country, which contribute 1o
better management and conservation of the environment. Analysing
environmental issues within the framework of popular colture and
heritage is a relatively less-explored area of rescarch, which deserves
immediate academic attention,
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Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Gandhi — A Comparison

AKHTER HUSSAIN SANDHU

Through this article, an effort has been made to defy the myth in the
American society that Martin Luther King, Jr., an Afro-American and
apostle of non-violence, is a disciple of Gandhi. The historical
documents contain sufficient material to disprove the misunderstanding
consciously made by the American media at the very outset of Dr. King's
struggle for black-Americans in the early 1950s. Dr. Martin Luther Kang,
Jr. is an American civil rights leader who played remarkable role in the
black strubggle of equal rights during the 19505 and 19605, Basically he
was a clergyman but the plight of the Afro-Americans motivated him to
enter the national politics to redeem his community from the racial
discrimination. He adopted 'non-viclent resistance’ of 'passive resistance’
to confront the injustice. He experienced this way of protests
successfully during his civil rights drive, firstly a1 Montgomery,
Alabama, in 1955, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an Indian
nationalist whe contributed a lot to the freedom movement against the
British rule in the mid-twentieth century. Philosophically Christianity,
classical Mindi literature and Quran inspired him to struggle non-
violently to achieve his political objectives. Dr. King and Gandhi have
similarities in many respects. Both were religio-political personalities.
Both strugzled for their oppressed communities and confronted with the
white ruling authorities. Both the ruling nations thought themselves
superior racially to the coloured people. Both the leaders declared the
racial discrimination and launched a crusade against it. The most
important common aspect of their struggle was that both adopted the
philosophy of non-violence to assault the racial prejudice. Both derived
the philosophy of nen-violence primarily from their religions. King
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possessed more powerful le’adership qualities than Gandhi, King was a
realist, constitutionalist and integrationist. Gandhi posed to be an
integrationtst but in reality he was a Hindu theocrat and civilisationist.
His utmost endeavor was to infuse Hinduism in the [ndian society. On
the contrary. Dr. King's drive was against injustice bv the ruling
authorities. He sought to get the American Constutnon implemented in
the real and practical sense.

The United States is a muioomtion . and multiethnic society. All
came to the New World willingly except the Atncans, which were
brought forcibly to the Continent in 1619, Here they were enslaved and
kept backward and in an ocean of sommows, pains, despair,
disappointment and tears. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. resigned from his
pastoral responsibilities and rightly asserted that the equal status in
America was the blacks' constitutional and undeniable right.

The success of the Montgomery Bus boveott elevated King to
national leadership but the movement, as a whaole, "remained
unorganized, diffused and still without an articulate philosophy.” King,
ignoring the traditional legalism of NAACP (National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People) and separatism of Marcus Garvey
that could not attract the black Christians, organized his "constituency
around the black churches"' knowing rightly that the churches were the
only piace from where a sincere, confident and sensible support could be
achieved, Therefore, the mass movement of [930s and 19605 was mostly
based on the black churches.

After assuming leadership, Dr. King showed his intellectual lines
with commitment to root out the racial discrimination from the American
society. His ideas of struggle were based on the philosophy of non-
violence, He believed that violence breeds more violence. Therelore, the
way of protest must be non-violent in any situation. When he was
arrested under n seldom-entforced law to prohibit boycott. King said: "If
we are arrested every day... We must use the Weapon of Love,” On
another occasion he said: “We must meet violence with non-viclence.
W must meet hute with love.”™ He liked persuasion rather than coercion.
He also believed that most whites were decent and would respond to fove
positively.
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ng::;[ Richardson says that King was deeply influenced by
Walter Rauschenbusch who beheved that the clergymen should try to
make the people happier and fairer. But a many historians have tried to
prove that King was a disciple of Gandhi (1869-1948) a Hindu
nationalist. King had respect for Gandhi as he said during his visil 1o
India. "To other countries | may go as a tourist but to India | come as a
pilgrim.** Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi struggled against the racial
discrimination in South Africa In India, he named his struggle,
“Satyvagraha.” (pronounced as sat-gar). He explained that "Truth' (Satya)
is 'love’ and "Firmness' (graha) is a 'force.’ and synonym for force with
lowe,

Giandhi said that trath and fove produce force. He believes that in
Satvagraha, physical action or reaction is not allowed even in the
favourable situation.” He asserted that Truth is the most favourite word 1o
God. Jesus and Muhammad (PBUH) were supreme "because they saw
and expressed Truth™. Mon-violent resistance was a non-cooperation
with injustice. He got this idea from Thoreaw's essay on Civil
Disobedience. Henry David Thorcaw, in turn, studied the Bhagavad-Gita
and several Hindi Ljpanishads, Retrospectively, if we observe King as a
child, he conceived a lot from his parents and church. As a student, he
seems much interested in intellectual works of the philosophers of
different ages. In his courses at Morchouse College, Crozer Theological
Seminary, the University of Pennsylvania. Boston University and
Harvard University, he read the works of Plato, Aristotle, Augustine,
Aquinas, Kant, Hegel, Marx and Nietzsche. This study enabled him to
cxamine critically the programmes of social change by the black
intellectuals and reformists eg. Booker T. Washington, W, E. B. Du
Bois, Marcus Garvey, Stokely (Stokeley) Carmichael, Elijah Muhammad
and Malcolm X. Since King was convinced that "oppressed people have
n moral obligation 1o resist non-viclently the evil system that
dehumanizes them.”

Dr. King. at the Seminary, studied Christianity that taught him to
oppose bloodshed, He concluded that Christian belief of "Turn the other
cheek’ and 'Love your enemies' is practicable only in conflicts among
individuals but not effective in resolving conflicts among racial groups
and nations, Dr. King considered mere love a sign of weakness that
could not bring change in society. So the Christian philosophy was
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inspirational but it left many questions unsetled in his mind. One day in
Fhiladelphia, King attended a lecture by Dr. Mordecai W. Johnson,
President of Howard University. Johnson evaluated the moral power of
Gandhian non-violence, which he argued, could improve race relations in
America too. The name of Gandhi was w.ch famliar amone Amencans
and Abraham Johannes Muste, 8 well-known pacifist and Executive
Secretary of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, was known as the
American Gandhi who had impressed King alreadv during his lecture at
Crozer. The Johnson's discussion about Gandhi's protest inspired King
who rejoiced that Christianity had granted him with spirit and now
Gandhi had exposed how it could work, "Even in conflicts between
groups and nations. you could use the Christian ethics, Love VOur
encmies. Tum your other cheek™ He had discovered the Christian
activism’. "When love pervades non violent methods, far from being a
symptom of weakness it becomes a potent force for social
transformation, ™

George M. Fredrickson ‘does not concede that Gandhism
impressed King. He justifies his contention that he (king) never
discussed Gandhi in his writings or sermons before 1955, On the other
hand, he absorbed enough of the moral realism of Reinhold Niebuhr who
has doubts abouwr unconditional pacifism. Taylor Branch, a historian of
the civil rights era, believes that King "allowed the media and others to
portray him as disciple of Gandhi for the sake of public relations.” King
wis a Niebuhrian rather than Gandhian. Niebuhr says that non violence
i5 usually the best way of expressing goodwill. It is a "type of coercion™
that offers opportunities for a harmonious relationship, Nicbuhr argued in
the case of Gandhi's struggle in India there was contradiction between
the philosophy and the power politics.” Gandhi was against every kind of
violence because his sect, Jainism, did not allow the killing of "the most
trivial insect.” Despite this, he campaigned during World War | 1o recruit
“sergeant for the British" to fight so that the Hindu community might be
-'J-ITI'I[:IFI.I"

Ring tended to recognize that coercion and moral force were
part and parcel to practicalise the philosophy of non-violent resistance.
His philosophy of "ereative crisis” seems synonym to coercion, lts main
objective was to compel the rival o come to talks. But this coercion was
to be restrained and kept at a minimum level. Coercion was to settle
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down the problem or to aggravate the situation in which the ocppressors
could take brutal action against the oppressed people. Such
circumstances would result in sympathetic sentiments and favourable
propagation for the oppressed.

Protest ts always a threat or cowrclon for privileged. [t is true thiat
the Montgomery Bus boveott was an economic threal. King used it as an
instrument to compel the whites for mutual dialogue as he said during
Birmingham Campaign: "It is a historical fact that privileged groups
seldom give up their privileges mlunlnrily."

Time magazine, at the end of the 20™ century, declared Dr. King
a disciple (child) of Gandhi that is not fair analysis. It is coincidence that
King had acquaintance with Gandhian ideas. Gandhi's safya (truth as
love) was already present in Christianity and King had used it as force
{Gandhi's garah) during his boyhood and the Monigomery Bus boycoit.
Love' as moralism and force, King inherited from his parents and church
as he stated: "It is quite easy for me 1o think of God as love, mainly
because | grew up in a family where love was central and where
relationships of love were ever present, and most of our neighbours were
deeply religious." The Montgomery Bus boycott was an economic threat,
coercion and damage to the bus company: MNiebuhr calls such threat
realism and coercion; this is o compel the oppressors to come to talk,
dialogue or bargaining. King calls this strategy 'creative crisis’ or 'direct
action.' He was well aware of love, force, protest, and other instruments
of non-vielent campaign. 1f King has admired Gandhi's struggle, it is not
fair to declare him ‘child” or ‘disciple’ of Gandhi, | am sure that Nkrumah
and the Indian Premier Nehru have not become ‘the children of Dr, King'
il they admired King's struggle during his visit to Ghana and India.
Taylor Branch, a historian, believes that because of public relations,
King did not object to media and others that were presenting him as
disciple of Gandhi. Nevertheless, he once responded 1o query about
Gandhi's influence: "As a matter of fact. no..... .| have read some
statements by him...l will have to truthfully say.._..that [ know very little
about the man.""' King. on the other hand, cannot be a disciple of alf
whom he studied: Marx, Hegel, Rauschenbusch, Reinhold Niebuhr and
other European thinkers and American Protestant theologians. Because
“King interwove ideas from the sources into the fabric of his

experience.”’”

47
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Dir. King seems a greater leader than Gandhi. To gauge King and
Gandhi's leadership, there is a problem of entirely diverse palitical and
social set-up of America and India. Racial and political problems were
not similar in India and the United States. The British government itself
iitiated to motivate the Indian people for political activities. On the
other hand, Negroes had been slaves for centuries and they were
discournged at every move for socinl mobility. So, the social and
political atmosphere in India was favourahle but the American social and
political conditions were not conducive and svmpathetic for civil rights
movement. Malcolm X has another style of such comparison: "Gandhi
had succeeded because he was a big black elephant sitting on a small
white mouse; but King was a small black mouse on top of a big white
elephant. He could not win " '* King seems more powerful, practical and
competent leader than Gandhi because Gandhi led a majority against a
small znd outlandish ruling minority. King was leader of a small,
untrained, unorganized and severely depressed minority against a ruling
majority’” that considered blacks inferior racially, historically and
religiously. The antagonism berween Indians and the British was noi
deep-rooted as the black and white communities had in the United States.
50, the only similarity between the two leaders was that both decided "to
confront the unjust rule non-violently.' It is undeniable reality that there
was contradiction  in - Gandhi's non-violence  philosophy  and  its
implementation during his entire British campaign in India. Dr. King'*,
in such unfavourable circumstances, struggled non-violently and
redeemed his commumity from the white tyranny exiended over
centuries. Gandhi could do nothing in the partition of India but King's
voice suffocated all the separatists in his country.

To King, ‘enisis’ is only 10 invite the oppressors for dialogue. It -
contains no damages. no physical reaction and aggressive retaliation
from the protesters. Therefore, it is considered as a ‘creative crisis’ — such
crisis that breeds positive changes. Dr. King demanded no major
constitutional or systematic changes but change, he sought. in the white
behaviour that had been hurdle incessantly, for centuries. in the
implementation of the existing constitutional rights. The black
Americans were not striving to snatch something precious from whites
but they were longing for the acceptance of their citizenship rights. After
centuries they were still requesting the white people 1o accept their rights
to get a cup of coffee from the point where the whites got from and go 1o
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the same parks, restaurants, drinking fountnins, schools ete. where the
whites went. When King was sure that mere love wis a weakness and not
effective to bring a change, he wmed to Nichuhrian interpretation of
Christianity — Christian Realism, which he hinted at in his Letter from
Birmingham Jail that privileged groups always tend to protect their
privileges unless they are forced to give up. Rights are always
‘demanded’ by the oppressed. He, during his entire life. utilized this
philosophy of non-viclence to achieve his goals. He was humiliated in
courts and jails, kicked by police, slapped, stabbed and even his house
was bombed. The militant black groups tried continuously to defame
him. The FBI tried its best to knock him down but he accomplished his
commitment successfully. No doubt, he was a man of commitment but
what is commitment? involvement + patience = commitment.”” And
commitment produces ‘change.™ Dr. King made a major shift from
tradition to revolution. When, in 1955, others were talking o leave the
South and live up North, King was the only person who dared 1o lead the
depressed community and accomplished the commitment.’' His
movement removed fear form the heans of biacks. It also suffocated all
kinds of separatist movements, created racial harmony and stabilized the
American future. Unlike him, Gandhi always consoled the Muslims
verbally but appreciated practically every strifie that was to pave the way
to Hinduism. Due to the Hindu theocratic threat and suppression under
the leadership of Gandhi, the Muslim separatists succeeded to achieve
their goal, Pakistan,
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Delegation: The Missing Link in the
Develnpment Process of South Asia
- B AMAT AZIM

Scope

Delegation is one of the kev concepls in management, vet it
means something different to evervone. The lack of clarity in meaning
and the tendency to prescribe its use as a cure-all have caused it to
become a curse for managers.

Much of this is due to the manager’s fear about what delegation
15 and how its use or nonuse will affect their job effectiveness.

To overcome the fear of delegation, managers need:-
ia) A working definition of delegation;

3] To understand the assumptions underlving its effective
use and

{c) To develop a strategy for successfully delegating
decision-marking responsibility to their subordinates,

Definition

Delegation is usually defined as “The assignment of decision-
making responsibility to a subordinate in an organizational setting,
involving the assignment of jobs and the necessary authority to get them
done”™.

" Dr. Karamat Azim, Litersry Editor, South Asian Stadies



52 Serardly Axiarer Shuclien

The process begins at the top of each organization. The Chief
Executive being responsible for the company’s operations, delegates
certain portions of his responsibility along with necessary authority to
various managers, Although one may delegate authonity, but he can
never relieve himself of the accountability that he has to his boss,

A key to good delegation is to transfer only that much authority
which 13 necessary 1o complete the responsibility he is assigned i.e., if an
individual 15 assigned the responsibility of ensuring that safety rules are
followed then he must have the authority 1o enforce these rulees in
situations where violation occurs,

The Delegation Payoff
A supervisor who has leamt to delegate properly enjoys :-

[a) Increased results. Delegation expands the area of results
to encompass not only what a supervisor can do himself;
but also what he can oversee and control. Added tasks
can be accomplished through deleganion,

(b} Time for more important work, Delegation allows time
for activities that only a supervisor should do.

(c) Knowledgeable subordinates. Delegation improves
subordinate’s  initiative,  skill, knowledge, and
competence. A primary task of supervisor is to develop
his subordinates: thought delegation. he has the
opperunity o observe them in action and ceach them
where necessary.

(d)  Increased motivation, New and challenging assignments
tend to satisfy the higher psychological needs of the
workers. Thereby increasing their motivational levels.

Without delegation, the span of the supervisor’s responsibility is
limited to the results of his personal efforts. With delegation, his
responsibilities can expand to cover his. as well as the output of his
subordinates. Thus his value 1o the organization 15 Increased,

This expanded responsibility does not mean being overworked.
Actually, the reverse happens. When he delegates routine duties and
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administrative decisions to his subordinates, he has additional time for
maore critical jobs and decisions. It also enable him to devote more time
to the duties that result in an improvement in the quality of his own
performance.

Delegation not improves his performance, but also the ability of
his subordinates. When a subordinate is delegated authority and
responsibility for a job, he is given an opportunity to apply what the has
been taught. The individual might make a few mistakes but these
mistakes should be converted into learning experiences. Hence through
the subordinate delegation. Increase his shalls and the confidence needed
to deal with problems.

Employee motivation and job satisfaction also increases with
effective delegation. Employees normally want opportunities to handle
new problems and increase their skills. By delegation they are provided
with such an opportunity.

A Strategy For Delegation

A manager wishing to delegate must develop a strategy. Many
managers know and understand the use of successful delegation but they
fear it’s consequences.

To overcome this fear, they must look ar what is meant by the
term “delegating decisions™.

The term “decision-making” can be broken into various
components such as :

1. Problem identification — Seeing the need for undertaking

decisions.

< Alternative search - Finding potential connections or
remedies for the problem.

2. Alternative evaluation — Weighing the pros and cons of
cach aliernative,

4. Choice — Picking the best alternative.

5. Implementation - Communicating the choice and

abtaining acceptance by affected emplovees.
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. Follow-up.

A manager, fearful of losing control over the ultimate choice
through delegation has a number of alternative points in the decision-
making process in which he can make delegation, such as:

(a} A subordinate or group of subordinates can be given the
responsibility to identify a problem area.

(b} Generate potentinl solutions 1 a problem  already
identified.

(€l To evaluate alternatives specified.

(d) To develop means for implementing a choice already
made, of

(el To investigate the outcome of a solution made.

A manager having concern for his personal security, may retain
the right of final choice while delegating the remaining art of the
decision process. He may there by gain the benefits of delegation without
suffering the consequences.

Manager unfamiliar with subordinates or working in new area,
may gradually breakdown the process of decmion-making and slowly
transfer it. As subordinates gmin skill or experience or the manager gains
confidence in his subordinates, he mav start delegating larger areas in the
decision making process. Thus allowing trust to be built up in their
subordinates decision-making ability along with confidence in their own
ability to handle whatever insecurity they might be feeling about
delegating.

Barriers To Delegation

Most failures in delegation occur because supervisors are not
aware of the barriers to effective delegation that exist in :-

[a) Themselves;
(b} Their subordinates: and
(c) The job situation.
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As a supervisor, one needs 1o realize that his personal attitude
towards delegation will limit the amount of payoff he gets from

delegation.

Some supervisors are afraid that will lose power and prestige if
they delegate. Others are concerned about the expenence and ability of
the subordinates. Again others are b Jcred by a misbelicve that people
are unwilling to accept delegation.

Even when you are willing and know how 1o delegate, the
attitude of subordinates may resirict the ability to delegate. Due to lack
of expenience and confidence, subordinates may avoid delegation of
responsibility. Some may feel they already have more work than they can
handle and be reluctant to accept more. At this stage you have to prove 1o
your subordinates that they have Ilhr: ability and time to accept more
duties. z

Uinderstanding vour attitude and that of the subordinates is an
impartant step in successful delegation,

The urgent nature of a job may be a barrier to delegation. Cratical
situations ¢all for ertical decision and these decisions cannot be
delegated. You must always analyze a situation and then decide whether
1o delegate or not.

Reverse Delegation

Often supervisors may feel that they are delegating authority and
responsibility; but still aren't catching up. [f this is the situation, then they
are suffering from reverse delegation - the practice of subordinates
delegating back to their supervisor much of the work that has been
delegated o them.

Reverse delegation is difficult 1o spot because it ocours so
naturally, As a supervisor, vou expect people to seek your help and
advice when they have problems, but over a time this advice giving may
grow 1o a point where you are making and performing duties that vou
had deleghted,

There are various types of reverse delegations -- subordinates are
not prepared to handle delegation because:

[a}) They wish 1o avoid the risk of criticism,
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They lack the seli-confidence required to do a job.

The supervisor may himsell be the source of problem.
He fails to provide adequate resources to the employees
for doing the assigned job. Over a pericd of time,
subordinates get into the habit of retuming to the
supervisor to get-all the supplies. they need. In this
process, they shift the work back to the supervisor,

Forcing subordinates 1o be dependent on them gives some
supervisors a fecling of importance. Un the other hand, there are
supervisors who are capable and secure but don't know how to say "no”.

More Effective Delegation

Despite the barriers to delegation, a manager can still make it
work, provided he follows the guidelines stated below:

Give clear instructions so that employees know exactly
what is expected,

Grant sufficient authority for the job. It is difficult 1o
hold a person responsible if he doesn’s have enough
authority to get the job done.

Fick the right person for the job and make sure that he is
not working above or below his potential.

Keep lines of communication open with the employee so
that there is a two-way flow of information.

Establish proper controls so that you are kept informed
of the subordinate's progress.

Develop  self-confidence and  willingness  among
employees to accept delegation by rewarding those who
are bale to carry out the tasks delegated.

Guide For Self-Evaluation

The under-mentioned statements may give vou an insight into
vour delegating habits.
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1. I'd delegate more, but the job | delegate never seem to
get done the way | wish. Set clear standards and goals

for the output expected.

2. I don't feel | have the time to delegate. Are you so
involved in doing things yourself that you dont have
time to get the work done through other people? I so,
you may not be managing. The manager's job is to get
things done.

3. I carefully check the subordinates work without letting
them know, so | can correct their mistakes if NEcessary
before they become a problem. Are vou hovering over
subordinates and not allowing them to use their initiative
and ability.

4. I delegate the whole job giving the subordinate the
opportunity to complete it without my involvement, In
order to grow, the subordinate needs to make an
occasional mistake.

5. When | have given clear irli-'l!ru:lin.ns and the job isn"t
done right, | get upset.

Do you set proper goals and puidelines? Getting upset
means that you are not emotionally mature.

. The staff lacks the commitment that | have. So the Job |
delegate won't get done as I'd do ir,

Your assumptions about vour people may be wrong. Few stafl
members intentionally do a poor job; most desire to do a good work and
to achieve something worth while.

7 I'd delegate more. But | fieel | can do the task better than
the person | delegate it 1o

A% 4 manager you are responsible for accomplishing
things through other people. You may do the task better
than any individual you might delegate it to. But are you
deing the right thing,

8 I'd delegate more. But if the individual delegated the
task, does an incompetent job, I'll be-eriticized.



SR

10.

1.

[4.

South Asicn Sovlte

Delegation involves risk. The ultimate responsibility for
the outcome of a delegated task remains with the person
delegating it

If I were o delegate the task. my job wouldn't be nearly
as much fun. It's natural to held on o things that are
familar to us especially those that are interesting and
enjovable,

Pecple grow, by testing their own abilities, If vou
continue to do the same things repeatedly, and fail 1o
take on new and challenging respm_sihi]iti:s- vou fail o
BIOW,

When | delegate a job, | find the outcome is such that |
have to do the job all over again. '

The outcome of a delegated job may be exactly what you
expect; but the subordinate may not be entirely
responsible. Did vou set ¢lear standards at the beginning.
Were wvou available duning the completion of the
delegated job.

I find that delegation does not save time.

Time isn't the issue: if your job is to get things done
through others, vou don't have much choice, so you have
to develop vour subordinates

| delegate a task clearly and concisely, explaining
exactly how it should be done.

Merelv assigning work and explaining how it should be
done, docs not allow a subordinate to grow,

Delegation implies freedom for the individual to make
decisions about how the job is to be done.

I can't delegate as much as I'd like o, because my
subordinates lack the necessary experience,

Caich-227 It's obvious that experience cannot be gained
without practically do the job,

| feel that wher | delegate | lose control.
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Possibly you fear failure. You need to follow-up during
the course of the delegated tasks,

15. | would delegate more but I'm a perfectionist.

"Perfectionists”  often  have  unrealistic  and
unnecessarily high expectations.

1. | work longer hours than | should.

If you are not delegating what vou should, You may be
attempting things that you enjoy.

17 I can give subordinates the routine tasks, but | feel |
must keep the non-routine tasks.

Do you merely dump a lot of inconsequential work on to
subordinates. This may not give them the opportunity to
grow. If you're doing all the non-routine work, you are
not fulfilling your responsibility of developing your
staff,

18 My own boss expects me to keep very close to all detajls
of the work,

You and your boss should define the ground rules and
the goals for developing the staff, Drelegating the job
without any follow-up is abdication. But staying 0o
¢lose to the job while ir's being done may actually be no
delegation.

A Self-Help Experiment

It you consider that tomorrow you have a flue. and yOou may not
be in the office for a week. You have a phone next to your bed. Think
what you need to accomplish and how you well get it done when vou are
unable to attend office? Use that phone; delegare,

No one is indispensable, yet many of us behave as though we
are. Remember, the better vour subordinates, the better vou look. Proper
delegation and supervision makes evervone look their best,
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Conclusion

Many supervisors feel that delegating simply means to assign a
part of their work 1o someone else.

But good delegation is more than just "dumping” your problem
into the lap of vour Jumior,

To delegate properly, a supervisor must know:

. Which tasks to delegate.

. The right person to delegate.

. The amount of authority that should be delegated,

. How to exercise control after delegation,
™ The need to avoid "short-circuiting” the flow of
authority when delegating,

A good supervisor will distinguish between things that he must
do himself and the things his subordinates should do. Some of the
activities that can be delegated are:-

- Problems requiring only routine, technical or mechanical
skills,

. Tasks that help develop subordinates through exposure
to new problems and situations.

. Tasks that the subordinates are expected to do in your

absence.

Some of the activities and problems that a supervisors should not
delegate are;

™ An emergency or shor-term task, when there is no time
to explain or train.

[ Muorale problems.

. An assignment given by the superior that she expects

vou to do personally.
L] A job that no one else is qualified 1o do.

™ The hiring, firing. or discipling of subordinaes,
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These lists should give yvou some general idea of what you
should and should not delegate,

Hence, delegation is not merely assigning work or previding all
the detailed instructions for doing it, which it does not offer a
subordinate much opportunity to grow. Delegation implies some freedom
for the individual to make decisions and even a few mistakes.
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[ANNEXTURE-A)

WHAT TO DELEGATE OR NOT TO DELEGATE

Fyprcal responsibilities which may be delegated to operational

IR emeni:

Mamagemient and control of operiiions,

Preparation  and  implementation  of strategic  and
operational business plans

Development of company structure and organEzation.
Mamaging the persenal funetion
Cuality control and safety repulations.

Enveronmental complianee and community  relations,
Functions of parent company that are mo 1o be delegated
1o subsidiary management:

Allocation ol corporate resonrces 1o individual
subsidiaries.

Decisions regarding the armicles of meorpomtion o b
Fass il surhsiairios,

Appomtment or dismissal of subsidiary managers,

Appointment or dismissal of subsidiary directors {Board
Members),

Appomtment of auditors.

Gieneral supervision of subsidiary management,

Fypical transactions by operational management that reguire

prior approval:

" 8 & 2 @ @

Addditions or dispasals of lixed assests

{ -I'I-'IHP.'-'.!-\ i thie 1H5'jl|lif:l[|u||;|l struciune,

Lowal regulotems, such as pension schemes.,

Defined financial transactions.

Fundamental changes in plans and policies.

Conclusson of important agreements with third parics.
Major transactions bevowd the normal scope of husimness
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(ANNEXURE B)
HOW TO TEST YOUR DELEGATION HABITS
i Strongly ‘Strongly
D
escription Agree Disagree
I'd delegate more, but the jobs | 5 4 3 2

delegate never seem to get done
the way [ want them to be done.

LB ]

I don't feel 1 have the time o ] 4 3
delegate properly. ' ;

-t

I carefully check on subordinaie’s 3 4 3
work without letting them know I'm

doing it, 30 | can correct their mis-

takes If necessary before they cause

oo many problems,

i
£
[
(]

| delegate the whole job -- giving the
opporunity for the subordinate 1o,
complete it without any my involve-
ment. Then | review the end-result

When | have given clear instructions 5 4 3 2
and the job sn't done right, | get upset.

-3

| feel the staff lacks the commitment 8§ 4 3
that | have. 5o any job | delegate won't
get done as well as I'd do it

b

I'd delegate more. But 1 feel [ can i 4 3
dao the task better than the person |
might delegate it to.

L ]

T

I'd delegate more. But if the individual 35 4
| delegate the task to does an incompe-
tent job. I'll be severely criticized.
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If | were to delegate the task, my
Job wouldn't be nearly as much fun.

When [ delegate a job, | often find
that the outcome is such that | end
up doing the job over again myself.

I have not really found that delegation
Saves my lime.

| defegate a task clearly and concisely,
explaining exactly how it should be
accomplished.

i can’t delegate as much as I'd like
to because my subordinates lack the
NECEssary experience.

| feel that when [ delegate | lose
control,

I would delegate more but I'm
prefty much a perfectionist,

| work longer hours than | should.

[ can give subordinates the routine
tasks, but [ feel | must keep non-
routine tasks myself,

My own boss expects me to keep
very close (o all details of the work.,

r-a

b

| =]

b

LB

I-d



Social Mobility and Changing Settlement
Pattern of the Displaced Persons
in Riverine Bangladesh

A STUDY ON DISASTROUS ENVIRONMENT
M. ZULFIQUAR ALI ISLAM*

INTRODUCTION:

Riverbank erosion devastates recurrently the socio-economic
settlement of riparian people in Bangladesh. This environment disaster
contnibutes directly to the process of rapid pauperization for the people
as it displaces annually millions people from their riparian tract (of Elahi
and Rogge 1990) and claims many lives and properties as well. The
disaster often dislocates cultivable land and human settlements, and also
destroys standing crops, roads and communications, while the majority
of rural people do not have access to food, housing, and medical
facilities, the disaster of riverbank erosion further intensifies this
alarming condition every year,

[t is estimated that 85 percent of the people of Bangladesh lived
below the poverty line in 1970s (see FAO 1989, GPRB [980). At present
an additional 54 percent barely manage 10 meet their basic minimum
needs (BBS 198Ia). The hunger situation indicates that 60 to 80 percent
households are compelled w0 spend their entire amount of income on
food at the cost of their health and educational needs. [t is found in recent
time that an average Bangladeshi houschold deserves the ECONOMIC
standing for spending its less than one percent income on health and
education (GPRB 1992). In such adverse situation, an estimated one

M. Zulfiquar Ali Islam, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,
University of Rajshahi.
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million persons displaced by riverbank erosion’ Jjoin this population
every year (cf Elahi and Roggee 1990),

Since land which is the principal source is very scarce in
Bangladesh  and. its disaster aggravates the rate of landlessness,
homelessness, and under-employment of thousands of landless rural
population. Thus the over-all social and economic development of the
country receives a serious sethack in this alarming condition. The
enormous socio-economic loss and immense sufferings induced by
riverbank erosion cause a drastic change and consequent mobility in the
secio-economic status of the displaced persons, This disastrous
environment impels' the displaced millions to shift their socio-economic
settlement from the riparian tract to a peri-urban area, It is noteworthy
that their socio-cconomic capacity in social hierarchy is remolded in
deterioration by the disastrous environment of riparian tract,

This paper is designed 1o employ various types of social mobility
that the displaced persons of two Bangladeshi villages — Sehala and
Kaloni — received in their changing socio-cconomic settlement pattern.
Finally, the paper concludes with some recommendations which the
policy planners and implementers may consider for their future planning
of rural development.

Study Locale and Data Sources

Sehala and Kaloni — two medium-sized villages of Nawabganj
District in the northwestern region of Bangladesh — are selected as study
locate. These villages are covered by same manza” They are located in
the same physiographic and ecological senting. They have identical
culture area and regional economy as they are adjoining each other. The
geographical features of this thana’ indicate that more or less half of the
thana area amounting o 91039 acres is charland’. The unstable
characteristics of the Ganges (see Hossain 1991, Kalam and Jabbar 1991)
and the Mahananda indicate that the north bank of the Ganges
i Bangladesh) and the both banks of the Mahananda are more susceptible
to erosion. It is one of the worst erosion affected than as in the country
[see Currey 1979, Mazem & Elahi 1990),
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The principal rationale for selecting Sehala and Kaloni as study
locate is that a sizable number of displaced persons from differem
erosion-affected area of Nawabganj district have setiled in these villages
in order to search for food, shelter, and employment. These two villages
adjoin Nawabganj town and the Barind Tract’ as well. Both the villages
provide the dispossessed persons with access 1o the labor market of
Wawabganj Town and also to the agricultural employment of the Barind
Tract. The catastrophic effects of riverbank erosion in Nawabgan) and
the sheer lack of social studies on this problem in the Ganges-
Mahananda floodplain establish another point of rationale for selecting
these study locates. It is quite disappointing that despite such devastating
conditions of Nawabgan) and adjacent areas, no socio-economic research
has. 1o date, been carried out on the problem. The choice of Sehala and
Kaloni is thus justifiable from the methodological point of view.

The sample size of Sehala is 36 displaced households (20, 34% of
the totaly and its displaced population 1s 233 (23.49% of the total),
Another village Koloni contains 104 displaced households (55.03% of
the total} with a population of 533 (57.68% of the to1al), The displaced
households from different erosion-aflected villages of Nawabganj Sadar
Thana moved to Sehala and Kaloni and finally settled there. The present
study considers all the displaced households of both the villages as the
appropriate  primary sampling units. The heads of the families of
displaced households were directly interviewed. Thus the respective
household bead represents each sampling unit.

The prncipal wols for collecting the primary data  are
questionnaire and interviewing two technigues of survey method. The
major sources of primary data, in addition. include observation, informal
interview, case histories, and case studies of selected persons and notable
issues. Additional sources of data used in this study are collections and
analyses of local level office reponts, evaluation of government and semi-
government projects, programs and census repoens, published reponts and
articles, etc. The nature of this study is based on an extensive fieldwork
in two phases for a period of |2 months in 1991-92 and again in 1994-
LFs
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Social Mobility and Changing Settlement Pattern

Riverbank erosion displacement is the independent catalyst in
occurring changes and mobility in the socio-economic settlement pattern
“of the dislodged persons of Sehala and Kaloni, The displaces were
compelled 1o grapple with various add situations. This confrontation was
to recover the loss induced by riverbank erosion to maintain the basic
needs for survival andfor to increase the quality of life in the disastrous
environment. Their efforts are modded into a sustained manner at
adequate values /cf Gallopin 1980). They invested their capacity in full
range to procure natural and social goods and services. They formulated
varous indigenous strategies for adapting to their changing riverine
environment, as they did not have any alternative choices. It is worthy to
note that they did not receive any responses from institutional sources for
their socio-economic settlement in the new social arena.

Location Change

The dislocation of agricultural land and homestead plots deserted
the employment market in their original riparian villages. Consequently,
they were pushed towards the nearhy peri-urban centers and safer places
in search of food, shelter, and alternative employment.

They did not have any assistance from institutional sources for
their socio-economic recovery and survival on their original riparian tract
fcf Elahi’ 1987). In formulating survival sirategies’ by their own, they
found the location of Sehala and Kaloni suitable for their socio-economic
settlement. This is. firstly, because of the availability of Kfaclamnd and

lower price of lond in these villages.

The locational facilities of the villages signify that Sehala and
Kaloni occupy adjoining location to both the Barind Tract and
Nawabganj Town. The Barind Tract is a bank of agricultural activities
and related employment. The uprooted population of the study villages
found easier nccess to the non-farm job marker of Nawabganj Town.
Moreover they received the most needed cooperation and moral support
of their relatives, sama” members, and other displaced counterparts who
had already sentled there earlier.
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Marital Status

The displaced persons have faced very odd situations and
dislocations in their marital status due mainly to riverbank erosion and
the resultant displacement. Their age structure indicates that Schala and
Kaloni have 4.73 percent of unmarried females each.

Tahle-1
Marital Stiatus SEHALA KALOMI
Population : N - 148 Population : N=317
n '-""p N ‘3!-"5
Llumarried Women 7 4.13 15 4.73
Divorces Women | (.68 4 1.26
Widow 3 2.03 22 .54
Widower 1] f.7h ) B.20

The desolate state of their livelihood constrained 1.35 percent of
displaced women of Sehala and 1.28 percent from Kalomi to remain
unmarried although they had attained the marriageable age.

Case # 1

Amiran Khatun of Schala is 38 vears old, She lives with her
widow mother and is still unmarried. After the erosion of
riverbank she was displaced alongwith other members of her
family. Later, her father expired due to a massive heart attack
and her brothers started to lead their nuclear family life. She has
no schooling. Nobody of her kin group and neighbours undertake
any effort to arrange her marriage. It is because of her desolated
economic standing due to riverbank displacement. She has a
sewing machine and along with her mother lives on it. She earns
less than UUSS 0.50 per dav.

Schala has | {(0.68%) divorced women and Kalom 4 (1.26%)
among its displaced women. Their parental families have been rendered
destitute after the displacement caused by the erosion of river bank. Such
a situation compels their parental families to be unable to satisfv their
husband's.demand for dowry, As a-matter of fact 2 (0.63%) of 2044 age
group from Kaloni are divorced by their hushands.
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One of the widows from Sehala of the widowers of Kalomi lost
their conjugal pariner due 10 the sudden riverbink erosion. The widow’s
husband expire after being shocked by the riverbank erosion and
displacement. The widower's wife on the other hand was victimized by
the amack of riverbank erosion.

iCase #2

Rezaul Karim is a man of 40, He has received education upio
higher secondary level. His wife was victimized by the attack of
riverbank erosion when she was bathing in the Mahanandar
River. He has two sons who have been receiving schooling. He
is now a member of the family of his divorced sister of 50. He
heads this joint family and takes care of agricultural activities
and his sister rears and takes care of his sons. In this way they
reciprocate each other.

The field data attests the fact that the preponderant majonty of
the displaced persons who have suffered immensely are women whose
marital status has been disturbed due to the riverbank erosion.

Land Ownership

The environmental disaster of riverbank erosion is the only
catalyst of mobility in the land ownership status of the displaced
persons. This mobility indicates a radical change from their pre-
o post-displacement status in landholding (see Figure 1) It s
their intra-generational mobility. 1t also shows the horizontal and
downward vertical mobility but no upward cne,

Land is the primary but very scarce resource in rural Bangladesh
Nevertheless, agricultoral land _provides about ™) percent rural
population (Jansen 1987) or more than 80 percent of the total population
iHall 1991} with employment and sources of income. The majonty of
Bangladesh continue to depend in one way or another, upon the rural
land resources (Elahi & Rogge 1990). The land ownership ascribes the
requirements of survival and social status and privilege to the members
of an agrarian society like Bangladesh.



Figure 1

Sochud Maobilite aod Clurivgiivg Serrlerient Patferi of the

Bisprocedd Persons v Riverine Banplodesh

INTRA-GEMERATIONAL MOOBELITY I8N THE DISPLACEES” LAND DWRERSHIP

Frp dingizam e
Land Dpmprakip

Prsgp
Limd Dwsribeg

¥

L

Rl Pragan
B=] [ EHE]

Mich Papiimi
v=l oo

Byiragi Pranmsn
(L] 1T

Bawrage Funnans
wst 1%

Y

Pam Frapams
mmil 18 0%

Y

Faer Fuanasi
=] LTS

¥

Bgeginal Pranant
LT I T

Y

Maigpasl PrEcast
LR LI

Lasd@nin
wad 1h. %

Hadpni

=134

Pz finplsremami
Laed Dwrsdrifg

Peonani

Y

Boch PraLar
[ T1 | 10%

(ST P
T 1T

Bwwrage Franist
A=l L& L

Rrrage Pradiden
w=f LE L

Y

¥

Fugr Posksr
n= 11 TS

Papi Privasi
n=4 LIS

Y

Y

Wargasi Ferial
aeill a0 1%

WRgigenal Peatan
asli S,

v

Lasdbanin
=] TLE%

Lamdirey
nsdl BTEEN




T2 Bourh Avtas Sradiey

Following the national classification of land ownership (BBS
1981a. 1984, see also Abdullah, Hossain, & Nations 1976. Alamgir
1975}, the land ownership pattern of displaced persons of Sehala and
Kaloni iz stratified into five strata: (1) a landless peasant has no
agricultural land but he may have homestead plat, (ii) marginal peasant
occupies upto 1.00 acre of land; (iii) poor peasant owns land between
| 01 and 2,50 acres, (iv) average peasant holds 2.51 to 7.50 acres of land.
and {v) rich peasant has land up 1o 7.51 acres and above,

It is found that. in spite of riverbank erosion and displacement,
some of them find themselves capable somehow or the other to maintain
their land ownership status. This signifies their horizontal mobility. The
ficld data reveals that 2.78 percent from average, 5.56 percent from poor.
and 2.78 percent from marginal peasants and 23 percent from landless
households of Sehala did not receive any change in their land ownership.
In Kaloni, 0.96 percent from average and 1.92 percent from marginal
peasants and 12.50 percent from landless remain in their respective
landholding status though they receive displacement due to erosion,

The cataclvsm of riverbank erosion engulfed the agricultural
land and homestead plot of the displaced persons on their riparian tract.
Consequently. they received downward vertical mobility in their land
ownership status. The field data indicate that in Schala, 3.56 percent
from rich peasants and 30 percent from marginal peasants ire compelled
to join the displaced landless. For Kaloni, 0,96 percent from rich
peasants, 7.69 percent from average peasant, 17.31 percent from poor
peasants, and 44.23 percent from marginal peasants inflated the existing
landless {12.50%) population into the preponderant majornty of 52.69
percent. While only 5.56 percent from poor peasants of Sehala joined the
population of marginal peasant. 4.81 percent each from average and poor
peasants increased the marginal peasants of Kaloni. Also it is found that
2 78 percent from rich peasants of Sehala and 1.92 percent from average
peasants of Kaloni were rendered poor peasants.

The calculation indicates that nearly 64 percent of displaced
persons from Sehala and §4.62 percent of Kaloni are impelled 10 join the
lower strata of landholding. The mobility pattern signifies that in Sehala.
The rich peasants have decreased from 833 1o U percent. the poor
peasants are from 1111 1w £.33 percent, and the marginal peasants are
from 52.78 to 8.33 percent. For Kaloni, the rich peasants have decreased
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from 3.85 percent, the average peasants are from 15.38 1o 0.96 percent.
the poor peasants are from 22.22 to 4.8]1 percent and the marginal
peasants are from 46.13 to 11.54 percent. Another alarming situation for
this agrarian community is that the proportion of landless households of
Sehala and Kaloni have remendously increased from 25 to 80,56 percent
and 12.50 to 82.69 percent, respectively. On the other hand. in spite of
grosion, more than 36 percent of displaced persons of Sehala and 15,38
percent from Kaloni) horizontally remain in their respective stratum of
land ownership status.
Educational Status

The inter-generational mobility is found in the educational status
of the displaced persons (sec Figure 2). The educational mobility has
occurred at the family level. The educational attainment of father is one
of the ¢rucial factors in determining their children’s educational status.
The preponderant majority (75% of Schala and 81.73% from Kaloni of
this displaced population has received horizontal inter-generational
mobility in their educational status, In Sehala, it is 72.22 percent from
illiterate fathers to illiterate sons or daughters, and 2.78 percent from
primary 1o primary level. Among their displaced persons of Kaloni, the
horizontal inter-generational mobility of illiverate to illiterate is 75
percent and that of primary to primary and of secondary o secondary are
4 81 percent and 1.92 percent. respectively

Also an upward vertical mobility has occurred in the educational
status of 16,67 percent displaced families of Sehala and of 15.38 percent
from Kaloni. It is more than 11 percent from illiterate to primary, 1.78
percent from (secondary to graduate level in Sehala. For Kalom, it 15
2.88 percent) from illiterate to primary, |.9%% percent from illiterate to
secondary: 6.73 percent from primary to secondary, 0.96 percent each
from secondary to higher secondary and 1o graduste, and 0.96 percent
from higher secondary to graduate level.

The downward vertical mobility has also occurred in the
educational status of 8.33 percent displaced persons of Sehala and of
2 88 percent from Kaloni. In Sehala. it is 2.78 percent from secondary to
primary. and 5.56 percent from primary to illiterate. For Kaloni, it is 0.96
percent each from secondary to primary and to illiterate and another 0.96
percent from primary to iliterate, The downward vertical mobility in the
educational status has a positive association with the riverbank erosion
displacement experienced by the displaced persons themselves.
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Case #3
Abdur Rahman of Kaloni is a man of 40. He his an illiterate.
while his father has had his education upto secondary level, His
family faced nverbank erosion displacement at two times, The
desolate state of his family did not provide him with any
opportunity of receiving education.

The riverbank erosion displacement affected tremendously the
educational status of the displaced household heads of Sehala and
Kaloni. It caused inter-generational mobility among the displaced in
different ways. [t is found that upward vertical mobility stands for a
positive change and achievement in educational status from one
generation to another. On the reverse, the downward vertical mobility
stands for a negative change and achievement in that respect The
horizontal mobility on the other hand, from one generation to another,
indicates a static condition in educational status. [t is because that their
educational skills directly shape their survival pattern.

Occupational Status

The occupations of the heads of displaced houscholds are ranked
on the basis of their socio-economic status in the social hierarchy of
community. Agriculture is at the top of thes rank-order, 1t s followed by
teaching, business, service, sharecropping. tailoring. building.
construction. hiring out bullock can, rickshaw-pulling, agricultural
labour, non-farm  labowr, hair cutting. and maidservantship. The
downward vertical mobility and horizontal mobility have occurred in
their occupational status (see Figure 3). 1t is due to riverbank erosion and
consequent  perennial loss of homestead, and cultivable land. This
precarious  situatin causes the fall of their economic standing and
compels them to accept any tvpe of odd job for their subsistence.

The horizontal mobility has occurred in the occupational status
of 41.67 percent displaced households of Sehala and 4038 percent of
Kaloni. In Sehala. three (8.33%) displaced families of agriculture. one
12.78%) each of teaching. business, service, two (3.356%) artisans of
building construction. four (11.11%) agncultural laborers. and three
{8.339%) non-farm labourers remain in their status quo. For Kaloni. it is
cight (7.69%) displaced of agriculure. six (5.77%) raders. eleven
LD 3E%) service-halders. two (1.92%) milors, five (4.21%) each of
amisans of building construction. of agriculiuwral laborers and of mon-Tarm
lnborers.
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BOBILITY IN THE DISPLACEES" OCCUPATIONAL STATUS
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The displaced persons from both the villages have suffered
dovwnward vertical mobility in their occupational status, They aceount for
5833 percent of Sehala and 39.62 percent of Kaloni. Among the
uprooted persons of Sehala. It is 2.78. 16.67. 2272, and 813 percent
respectively. from  agriculture 1o busingss, 1o sharecropping. o
agricultural labor. and to non-farm labor. One (2.78%) ecach from
business have been compelled 10 resort 6o tiloring and agricultural
labour as occupation and another one (2.78%) from sharecropping to
agricultural labor. In Kaloni. the downward mobility is 19,23, 0.95,
I9.23. 2,88, and 3.85 percent from agriculture 1o sharecropping. to hiring
out bullock cart. o rickshaw pulling. to hawking. and to agriculiural
labor, respectively. From business. | 92 percent each of the displaced
persons have mobilized o non-farm labor, and to hair cutting, Other
proportions of them are 7.69 percent from agricultural labor to non-farm
labor, and 1.92 percent from the same group 10 maidservaniship.

The displaced families lost their homestead plot. cultivable land,
and other tangible goods due 1o riverbank erosion, Consequently, they
are compelled to receive a great fall of their economic standing. Afrer
displacement, they have migrated to Sehala and Kaloni from their
original places on the riparian tract. In order to survive, they are forced
by disastrous environment o receive any odd and/or low-paying job

It is revealed that 27.78 percent of Sehala and nearlv 26 percent
displaced persons from Kaloni were engaged in occupations based on
manual labor before their displacement. These proportions have now
raised to 80.58 percent tor Sehala and more than 66 percent for Kaloni
atter their displacement. The present proportions are 2.9 times multiple
tor Schala and 2.56 times for Kaloiv. In comparison with their pre-
displacement status of manual labor based vecupations,

These findings are empirically supported by the findings of
Lomnitz (1977) in the Mexican socio-economic context. He found that
the marginal are engaged in unaffiliated and l[ow-paving manual labor
unpaid mily labor, and small-scale family enterprises. Nevertheless, the
tindings of his study do not correlate with Lewis” concept of "culture of
poveny’. Lewis ( 1966) inferred that in Latin America, urban poor cause
their own poverty as they use devianmt behavior and attitudes in socio-
SCONOMIC interaction,



Seretied Mubiline awed Chennging Seetlernent Perversr of the
Divplavedd Persons in Riverine Baugladesh Pl

The nature of mobility in occupational status of the displaced
families of Sehala and Kaloni indicates a wide diversity of occupations.
The uprooted persons of Sehala were engaged in & different occupations
before displacement. while after displacement they are now compelled 1o
engage in 9 types of different occupations. For Kaloni. the number of
pccupations were 7 before and now it is 13, Most of their presemt
pccupations are physically rigorous and/or low paving. The tasks of ihese
occupations are really big. They are compelled 1o do those odd jobs in
order to grapple with the disastrous hardship in view of their poor
economic plight.

Family Type

Bangladesh is a society of agriculiural structure. It is closely
conjoined with the joint family organization since in this crganization all
the family members jointly enjoy a suitable opportunity of having affable
wpport o perform different tvpes of works, These works are mainly
associated with agriculture and other agricultural occupations. The joint
family organization has, from times immemaorial, been the dominant one
in agricultural Bangladesh, especially in its rural setting. It is noteworthy
that the riverbank erosion caused structural mobility in the family tvpe of
displaced persons in Sehala and Kaloni (see Figure 43,

STRUCTURAL MOBILITY IN THE DISPLACEES' FAMILY TYPE

Figure 4
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It is found that the displaced persons of Sehala had T7.78 percem
Joint and 22.22 percent nuclear families. Nearly 33 percent from joint
and all the nuclear families (22.22%) did not receive any structural
change but achieved horizontal mobility in their structure, In Kaloni. the
displaced persons had 68.27 percent joint and 31.37 percent nuclear type
families. Nearly 19.72 percent from point and all the nuclear families
(31.73%) receive horizontal mability after displacement as they are in
the status quo,

Moreover, 26.67 percent from joint families, of Sehala and 54.81
percent of Kaloni are structurally rendered nuclear families. It is because
the displaced persons started 1o lead nuclear family life, as they have to
confront with economic hardship caused by erosion. In nuclear family
life, the family heads have to bear the liability of only a few members
and they found it easier to shoulder the responsibility of a small family, a
task which would have been difficult had the old Jeint family system
been maintained.

The findings of this study however, don't associate with what
Arensherge (1955). Gore (1961) and Orenshtein {1961) had argued for
the shift to family living from the joint 1o nuclear type. They considered
that the emergence of modem industrial economy leads the way to
nuclear family. Bailey (1963} found the penetration of market economy
and the emerging modern occupations in Orissa village as the catalysts of
such a change in family typology Epstein ( 1962) observed in her two
study villages of South India that the breakdown of the Joint family
OrEanization among peasants is nothing but the outcome of the
conversion of their subsistence economy into cash economy. Her
observation is the reverse of the Findings of the present study in this
respect. The displaced families lost their land and other tangible goods
due to riverbank erosion and consequently they were rendered destitute.
Their desolate state of livelihood led to the breakdown of their Joint
family organization in order 10 grapple with their hardship and finally
they were motivated to lead the nuclear tamily living. It can, positively.
be associated with the observation of Shahani (1961) tha property is the
principal pre-requisite for the existence of joint family. the displaced
persons of Schala and Kaloni lost their land and property  due o
riverbank erosion as stated earlier and lost their joint family bond in their
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hardship as well.
Residential Pattern

The study villlages of Sehala and Kaloni are located i the nonh
of Mawabganj-Rajshahi highway and in the proximity 1o the Nawabgan)
Town. Mevertheless, the residential pattern of these families has not
significantly molded by their new urban envirenment. The populations
under study are migrants 1o these villages, The preponderant majority of
them are compelled to reside in the tradwwenal structure of house made of
mud and straw,

A tremendous change has also occurred in the siructure of their
residence (see Figure 5}, This change was a natural result of the
riverbank erosion  displacement of the simple population. Their
residential pammern in the pre-displacement penod was enriched with the
following status. While Schala had 11.11 percent concrete (wall
constructed of bricks and roof of rod cement concrete), 3611 percent
mixed (partially concrete with the non-concrete portion). and 5278
percent  non-concrete  (constructed of mud-dough, straw, bamboo.
wooden plunk. tile, corrugated Iron sheet, etc.) structure of houses.
Kaloni had 5.77 percent concrete, more than 4| percent mixed. and
nearly 53 percent non-concrete houses. The displaced persons lost their
original struciure of houses as the anack of riverbank erosion engulfed i
almost suddenly.

In settling in Sehala and Kaloni the displaced persons failed to
maintain their pre-displacement residential pattern and it was adjusted in
accordance with the changed circumstances. [t is found that 5.56 percent
uprooted of concrete, 11,01 percent of mixed and 50 percent of non-
concrete houses from Sehala and 0.96 percent of concrete, 13.46 percent
of mixed, and 5.96 percent of non-concrete houses from Kaloni effected
no change in the structural pattern of their residential houses. It is also
found that 2.78 percent each of concrete, and of non-concrete houses
from Schala are compelled o rebuild their residential houses in mixed
structure. Morcover, another proportion of displaced ones (2.78%) of
concrete and one quaner of mixed houses are forced to change their
houses into non-concrete structure due to economic exigencies. For
Kaloni, 1.92 percent displacements of concrete and 0,96 percent of non-
concrete houses were rebuilt with mixed structure, In spie of
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displacement. one each non-concrete house-owner from Sehala (2.78%)
and Kaloni (0.9%%) are found capable of rebuilding their houses with
mixed structure and another one (0.96%) non-concrete housc-owners of
Kaloni also rebuilt their houses in concrete structure. These houscholds
have good economec standing based on service and even the effects of
riverbank erosion farled wo destroy ther economic standing,

STRUCTURAL CHAMGE IN THE DISPLACEES' RESIDENTIAL STATUS

Figure 5
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Case # 4

Jahanara Khatun of Kaloni is a widow of 300 Her only son s
emploved in Saudi Arabia and caming a handsome amount of
money per month. In addition o that, she is the only average
peasant among the displaced persons of Kalom. She had houses
of non-concrete structure of her ongimal homestead as the
susceptible nature of riverbank constrained her 1o build concrete
struchere. After displacement ang wograne s o scaloni, she built
lwer Boasses with concrete structune.

Case#5

Abdur Rahman of Schala s a man of 33 vears. His four sons
have been eaming money through service. He 15 a poor peasant and o
school teacher as well, He maintams a good economic standing in spiie
of riverbank erosion and displacement. He had houses of non-concrete
structure in his orginal place. In Sehala, he has built his houses with
mixed structiure

Sumber of Houses

The displaced persons of Sehla and Kaloni underwent another
change in the number of their restdential houses due 1o the cataclysm of
erosion {sec Figure 6). It is observed in Sehala that 278 percent
displaced persons of more than three. 5.36 percent of three, 2222 percent
of two, and 3036 percent ol one houses respectively have remaned
unchanged in their respective stalises even after displacement. Kaloni
shows similar evidences. Nearly 4 percent of the displaced ones of more
than three, 5.77 percent of three. 21,15 percent of two and 3750 percent
of one house category have not changed in their nember.

Mhe displaced families | principally  underwent  downward
structural change in their number of houses. ln Sehala, 5,56 percent
displaced with more than three houses have changed into the category of
three houses. 8.33 percent more than three into one. and 19,44 percent of
Mo houses into one house category, For Kaloni, 8.65 percent displaced
of more than three houses are compelled 1o reside in two residential
houses. Another 1,92 percent of the same group was forced to reside in
one house due to their perennial loss by piverbank erosion, Mearly 3
percent of three and 1633 percent of two houses dwell in single
residentinl house with an embarrassing famibar environment. Sehala
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shows an exception to this finding. Nearly 3 percent dispossessed of nwo
houses built three houses in Schala and their same proportion of three
houses category owned more than-three residential houses as they have
service and/or business-based economic standing.

NUMERAL CHANGE IN THE DISPLACEES' RESIDENTIAL HOUSES

Figure B
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Concluding Remarks

All the displaced families have transmigrated from their riparian
tract to Sehata and Kaloni. This tvpe of locational mobility from rural 1o
peri-urban area has occurred at the family level, they were directly
pushed by the riverbank erosion displacement, of the one hand, On the
other, they were attracted by the low price of homestead plot in Sehala
and Kaloni for resettlement and locational facilities for employment in
both the farm and non-farm sectors. Because of such migration, they lost
the social network on their riparian tract and they have to grapple with
many odd situations in adapting to the new social environment of Sehala
and Kaloni.

Riverhank erosion has dislocated cultivable land enormously and
in the end, the source of employment and income of the riparian people
have been reduced to a very great extent, the displaced persons were
dependent on land and agricultural activities in respect of gefting
employment and of earning income. Almost all of them were cultivators
and agricultural [aborers in their original setting on the riparian tract.
Since they have lost their cultivable land due to erosion, the former
landholder became landless or compelled to become peasants in return
for a paulry sum of money. The new employers. were unable to employ
agricultural laborers. The agricultural production and income of the
landless migrants had been reduced even in their onginal riparian tract.
As a matter of fact, their employment market and income level
tremendously deteriorated by the cataclysm of riverbank erosion,

The rural economic structure of Bangladesh is vitally based on a
system of very uneven distribution of land. While land is the best index
of visible wealth and it generates power and influence in the community,
the downward vertical mobility in the land ownership rendered the
preponderant majority of those displaced landless or equivalent to being
landless. Consequently, they were compelled to be client in the
asymmetrical patron-client ties.

The mobility and changes in socio-economic settlement of the
displaced persons tremendously mold the formulation and undertaking of
strategies for their survival in the new precarious environment. It usually
limits their skills and opportunitics of employment in one way or
another. The riverbank erosion presents a plethora of prodigious needs 1o
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the displaced people and they have been accordimgly compelled o
meening these needs in their own wavs being devoid of mstitutional
response, Because of the downward vertical mobility in their socio-
economic seftlement, they have lost their socio-economic capacity in the
social structure.,

Policy Recommendations

The findings of this research claim some policy implication. The
government and non-government organizations should respond to the
prodigious needs of these almost homeless and uprooted people with
regard 1o their socio-¢conomic seftlement. This response should be made
due 1o the immediacy of their displacement for aiding them in their new
environmental adaptation on their riparian tract and finally in their socio-
economic settlement in the safer places as well, The research findings
therefore, suggest some recommendations for future planning which are
as under -

(a) The measures for prevention of niverbank erosion require
a large-scale engineering works, and huge financial cost.
Since it is not possible for the individual 1o undertake
effective measures, the governmment should do the job
well in time.

ih) The displaced persons need to be sheltered ar any cost in
the immediateness of erosion. The government should
provide adequate assistance of shelter to them.,

ic) They expect that the food rationing should immediately
go inte service by the government in the immediacy of
riverbank erosion attack. Since the displaced people
have 1o grapple with food crisis, the emergency food
ration will certainly lessen their sufferings.

(dy They are subjected 1o health hazards and the epidemic is
its ultimate result. The govermment should provide
health care and low-cost howses with saniary Eatrine and
clean drinking water facilities for them. This assistance
will help them n adapting to their new riverine
environment and finally in formulming their socio-
economic settlement.
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ie) The government should provide them with employment
and minimal housing facilities with infrastructure
network for their socio-economic seitlement in any safer
places.

(N They, however, received the meager financial and
phvsical assistance for their fresh socio-economic
settlement from their neighbors and/or relatives but not
from anv institutional sources. The displaced persons
expect that the government andior non-government
organizations should be the viable sources of such
assistance, in order that some of their sufferings are
mitigated.
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Endnotes

The riverbank erosion displaced persons are those unfortunate
people who are displaced due to riverbank erosion af least once a
year, The present study designates them as a distract category of
riparian people in Bangladesh. They have already lost their
dwelling unit of homestead and have experienced at least one
more attack of erosion since the writing of this paper. This
concept is used in this study to mean the displaced population
and the displaced households as well. The displaced who face
this calamity almost regularly are categorized into four classes:
once, twice. thrice, and more than three ftimes. This
categorization is based on the frequencics of their displacement

* from the riparian tract due to the antack of erosion.

It is a geographically defined land revenue unit The land
revenue survey undertaken by the government of British India
coined the term mau=a for revenue purposes. Manza was the unit
of this survey. This was defined in the note of directions for
Sentlement Officers. 1849 as a parcel of land which had a
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separate name in the revenve records, re., practically a local
subdivision of an estate or mahal (Nelsen 1923, Wilson 1855)
Mauza is nothing but the lowest revenue area for which the
settlement records were prepared in 1850, One mauza may

comprise ane or more villages.

[t is a higher tier of the local government administration in
Bangladesh. It is positioned in the third step of administration,
¢.&.. Division, District, and then Thama Thamne comprises Two of
more unions and district is comprised of two or more thanas and
finally division consists of two or more districts. It is estimated
that the administrative area of a thana is about 181 sgkm on an
average and an average of 176,000 population live under its
administration.

It is a mid-channel islet in the riverbed. It is any secretion in the
river, which may be seasonal or may survive for several decades.
Char lands are abundantly found in the large rivers of
Bangladesh, such as the Ganges. The intense competition among
focdplain inhabitants for cultivating these char lands and/or
settling on it creates social clash in terrible form. These lands
were regulated in the British India by Bengal Regulations X1,
825 {Wilson 1855).

It 15 a tract called Faremdra in the Sanskrit literature which
means a part of Bengal north of the Ganges, designating
especially one great division of the Brahmans of Bengal (Wilson
1855), This tract is one of the terrace areas of Pleistocene age
within the Bengal Basin. It has two terrace levels — one at 39.7m
and the other between 19.8m and 22.9m (Rashid 1977). The
district of Nawabganj includes parts of the West-Central Barind
and of the Western Barind.

Ivis an indigenous village social organization. [t is not organized
by the government. It is a village council which may be
compared with parea of Punjabi village in Pakistan (Eglar 1960).
Samaj performs religious, ritual, ceremonial, and adjudicative
functions (for more, see Karim 1990).
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Review of Three Years Rule of
President Pervez Musharraf
(Oct. 1999 — Oct. 2002)

WHITE PAPER PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
REVIEW BY PROF. DR. SADIQ ALI GILL'

The white paper, published by the Government of Pakistan 15 a very
frank and honest narrative of the realities that led o the exit of the MNawaz
Sharif Governmet and the achievements of the 3 wears of present
Government. People of Pakistan heaved a sigh of relief at this change due to
poor governance and management.

The so-called democratic Govt. with heavy mandate undermined the
basic imperatives of Federal Polity leading to politicization of civil services
and dragging the armed forces in their struggles for political power.
Simultaneously using the economic, fiscal and development planning for
personal expediency, thus violating the ethics and norms of constitutional
governance,

According to the intelligence, the military takeover was the saving
grace for Pakistan as the nation was virually on the edge of a precipice, with
IS very survival at stake.

The white paper very succinctly and honestly deals with the state of
affairs on 12-10-1999 and the arduous steps taken by the Military regime to
bring the state and its affairs on an even keel; which not only stopped the
slide towards the withering away of the state; but also opened new vistas

Director. Centre for South Asian Stedies, Dr. Sadig All Gill,
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towards economic, political, social and administrative progress  and
sustainable development.

The white paper sums the conditions prevailing at the time of
takeover by the army, which in the words of General Pervez Musharraf were:
“Pakistan today stands at the cross-road of its destiny. We started with a
beacon of hope and today that beacon is no more . We have reached a
stage where our economy has crumbled, our credibility is lost. state
nstitutions lie demolished, provincial disharmony has caused cracks in the
Federation... We have lost our honour, our digmity, our respect in the comity
of nations”™.

The Chief Executive though faced with the herculean task, did not
for a moment hesitate in his efforts to lead the nation out of the morass, He
outlined his future course of action in a Seven Point National Agenda which
i fact was road-map of reform and reconstruction for putting Pakistan on the
road to political stability and economic and social progress:-

. Rebuild national confidence and morale.

- Strengthen  the  Federation, remove  inter-provincial
disharmony and restore national cohesion.

. Revive the economy and restore investors confidence.

. Ensure law and order and dispense speedy justice.

. Depoliticise state institutions.
- Devolution of power to the grass-roots level,
™ Ensure swift and across the board accountability,

The impact of the implementation of the above seven points 15 for
history to judge: but it is clear that these were planned and implemented with
the best of intentions for the welfare and betterment of the people of Pakistan
by the Chief Executive. Their immediate impact was thar:

. External debt and foreign exchange liability was reduced
from $38 billion in 1998-99 1o § 36 billion in 2001-2002,
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Fiscal deficit was reduced from an average of 7% GDP in
19905 to 5%

Foreign exchange reserves crossed $8.54 billion,

Exports increased to over 89 billion in 2000-1 from $8
billion through 1994-5 to 1998-9,

Foerign direct investment escalated from S$31 million a
manth in 1998-99 10 $34 million in 2002,

Inflation was reduced to 3.5% from 10.4% during the 1990s

In brief, the Musharraf Government in its brief rule of three vears

il

achieved it through honest hard work and dedication, more than what the

Civil Governments were able to achieve during their tenures.

President Musharraf™s Government mimed to:-

Develop a political culture charpcterized by sustained
democracy, federalism, transparency. accountability and
empowerment of the people.

Reconstruction of the institutions of State 10 establish
genuine and sustainable democracy in the country.

Reconstruction and recrientation of Police and Civil Service towards
service to the people.

Accomplishment of the aim lead following objectives:

L

People’s representatives at the lowest level are answerable o
the people they are meant to represent.

Government  functionaries at all operational levels are
answerable to the people’s representatives.

Officers of the Civil Service with merit have a chance to
better their fiture careers and provide superior service 1o the
people and the seate,
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d) District administration and its components having greater
power and are less encumbered with interference from
higher levels of administration.

{e) A constitution suitably fortified against threats to stability
that emanates from political expediency and insecurity.

In conclusion it may be said that the change-over was a blessing in
disguise for Pakistan and its people. and put the common man on the road to
economic, social, political and administrative progress with a ray of hope for
deliverance through a process of accountability at all levels.

President Pervez Musharraf came as a deliverer of the commaon man
and set the stage for the political Government to continue the reformed
agenda, His three years' rule in history is likely rebirth of Pakistan following
(Quaid’s motto of Unity, Faith and Discipline, with the intent to create an
environment of Justice, Fairplay and Impartiality,
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My Boss & |

WHEN | TAKE A LONG TIME
I AM SLOW,
WHEN MY BOSS TAKES A LONG TIME,
HE 15 THOROUGH,
WHEN | DON'T DOT,
1AM LAZY,
WHEN MY BOSS DOESN'T DO IT.
HE IS TOD BUSY,
WHEN [ DO SOMETHING WITHOUT BEING TOLD,
| AM TRYING TO BE SMART,
WHEN MY BOSS DOES THE SAME,
THAT IS5 INITIATIVE.
WHEN | PLEASE MY BOSS,
I"'M APPLE-POLISHING.
WHEN MY BOSS PLEASES HIS BOSS-
HE™5 CO-OPERATING,
WHEN | DO GOOD, MY BOSS NEVER REMEMBERS.
WHEN | DO WRONG, HE NEVER FORGETS



- Notes to Contribulors

Manuscripts, mrticles, book reviews or letters on themes of
contemporary or historical interest, with particulnr reference Lo South
Asin, are wilcoma.

Manuseript should be clearly typed on one side of the paper
anly, and should be double-spaced. Two copies should be submitted.

| Bibliographies and footnotes should be placed at the end of
the article. Foolnotes should be numbered consscutively, and
bibliographies should be arranged alphabetically. Foreign words
should be underlined.

Bibliographical references in respect of the title of the book,
the name of the author, the year and the place of publication should
be given.

Utmost core should be taken to prepare statistical data for
publication. All headings, ecolumns, rows, symbols, units of
measurement, periods, political and geographical areas, and sources
ghould be clearly stated in each statistical table, instend of giving
such explanations in the text.

Tables, maps, and disgrams should be numbered and given at
the end of the article, each on a separste sheet of paper. They should
be clearly drawn so that they are suitable for photocopying as
submitted.

Abstracts

Authors should submit abstracts of their articles, not
exceeding 100 words. The first page of the paper should include the
title of the paper as well as the name and institutional affilistion of
the author,

The Editor reserves the right to make editorial revismons,




	Title Pages0001.jpg
	Title Pages0002.jpg
	Title Pages0003.jpg
	Title Pages0004.jpg
	Title Pages0005.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0001.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0002.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0003.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0004.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0005.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0006.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0007.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0008.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0009.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0010.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0011.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0012.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0013.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0014.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0015.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0016.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0017.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0018.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0019.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0020.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0021.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0022.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0023.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0024.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0025.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0026.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0027.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0028.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0029.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0030.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0031.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0032.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0033.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0034.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0035.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0036.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0037.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0038.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0039.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0040.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0041.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0042.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0043.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0044.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0045.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0046.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0047.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0048.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0049.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0050.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0051.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0052.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0053.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0054.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0055.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0056.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0057.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0058.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0059.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0060.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0061.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0062.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0063.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0064.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0065.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0066.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0067.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0068.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0069.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0070.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0071.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0072.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0073.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0074.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0075.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0076.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0077.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0078.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0079.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0080.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0081.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0082.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0083.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0084.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0085.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0086.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0087.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0088.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0089.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0090.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0091.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0092.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0093.jpg
	Volume 17, No. 2,0094.jpg

