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Modes of Donors’ Intervention in
the Policy Formation of Developing
Countries : The Case of Bangladesh

KHANDAKER Md. SHARIFL L ISLAM

INTRODUCTION

Like any other counmry. various exogenous and endogenous aclors
and factors  play a eritical role in the formulation of public policy in
developing countries. Donor agencics are considered to be the most
influential external actors in their policy making process, In Bangladesh,
as in many other developing countries, aid dependence of policy process
has become a permanent phenomena. [his is because of the fact that the
country is heavily dependent on foreign aid for its economic and social
development and in times of natural disaster for ils economic survival. A
major part of e development fund comes from donors; the fact is being
realized that the foreign alignments of the country, as well as ils
cconomic and social palicies remain vulnerable to the increasing
pressures of the donor countries and agencies.

Whether donors can  influence the policy moking process of
Bangladesh has boen matler of debate and great concern on the part ol
the academicians, researchers, pressmen and policy makers. There exisls
different and sometimes conflicting views over the jastne i donors can
really interfere m the policy making of Bangladesh amd compel 1he
policy makers 1o mould the policy their preferved direction

As Humphrey argues, 1 faund that outside pressure has been exerted
in Rangladesh less than -:r::pu::tu:d.“' (n the other hand, in evaluating the
role of the donors in influencing the damestic coonmmic palicies of
Bangladesh it has been concluded that, “in Bangladesh donors have
tended 1o freely express their views on the suitability of vArious policis

Fhmlades WA heariful Tolame 1eciurer. Dpaiiiiii al Thiblhc Adisiiaay. Liipswiaily ol
Ik, Tiaspladoh
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enacted by the govermmaent of the day. the quality ol the administration
and their political integriny. This anitude origimates from the belicl that
size and |.|11|mrl:|.r|-::: of their contribution 10 Bangladeshs development
cfforts give them o position to dicate how it should conduct s
development J'I:I-t-il'il':'-.“l

Ralman opinion supported the second view that, = A compleiely new
reality now faces Bangladesh which it has little contribution to the
formulation of fendamental economic policies that .guide cconomic
activity in the shor-run and shape its destiny i the loargerum.  This i- an
price Banghadesh must pay for excessive dependence on foreign aid.”

The present article concurs with the opinion that donors are the miost
infMuential actors in the policy making process of Bangladesh m one way
ar the other, That should not be interpreted 1o imply that whatever
:policies these donor countries or ageneics are pursting the government
o adopt are all inappropriate or harmful for the country. Rather the
ensuing  discussion tries 1o establish thar  Bangladesh being  an
independent state cannol exercise power 10 make s own policy
independently. The result of the Paris aid consortium meeting has been
thus always more central o the concerns of the government than the
passage of the budget by the national parliament.” This anticle therefore.
attempls 1o identify the mechanisms through which donors intervene in
the policy formation or policy modification process of Bangladesh

MODES OF DONORS' INFLUENCE

Bangladesh is heavily dependent on various donor agencies and donos
countrics lor funds begsuse its development budget is almost 1otally
dependent on donors” generosity.  Immedintely after 1971, the principal
donors were India and the Soviet Union as they helped Bangladesh in the
liberation war. Afer 1974 when the country changed her view towards
aid, the USA emerged as the single most imporiant donor,  Recently
Japan surpassed the USA as principal donor, However, the LA remains
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of paramount imporance as it influences the policy process through
multilateral agencies like the World Bank, International Monetary Fund
{IMF3 and the Asian Development Bank (ADB). Because of the heavy
dependence of Bangladesh on aid, the donors, particularly the Warld
Bank, the IMF and USALD, have tended to freely express their views on
various policy measures. However the Nordic countries, Canada and the
Netherlands who together constitute what has recently come 10 be known
45 the ‘Like Minded Group® exercise pressure on the formulation and
conduct of policies. It should be realized that not all the donors are
equally concerned with all the policy 1ssues of Bangladesh. For example
it has been observed the UK more often expresses its perception about
policies in the gas and power sector, Wrigation system and railways.
Likewise. the Netherlands shows more interest about flood control, rover
management and land reclamation.” It has been noticed that the degree
of dominance a domor can excrt uplon Bangladesh is dircctly
proportional to the quantity of aid which it is providing in the related
venture. For instance, because the Nordic countries provide a relatively
smaller share of the Bangladesh aid budget, their mfluence over policy is
comparatively limited. On the other hand, the World Bank, LUSAIL, the
Asian Development Bank, Japan. can exercise much greater influence in
shaping domestic policies.”

Donors provide inputs into the policy and watch feed backs of the
policy implementation,  Donors intervention i the domestic policy
making and policy implementation process of Bangladesh become
visible through various ways and means, In developing countries, there
are some institutional arrangements as well as informal weapons which
provide the donors a preat deal of power to influence the government of
the recipient country.

It is 1o be mentioned here that the World Bank coordinates aid
activities among various bi-lateral and multilateral  aid providing
coumries and agencies. Interaction between donor agencics and the
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Bangladesh Government representatives takes place as a continuing
dialogue throughout the year within the country isellf.  However, there
are three formal meetings which take place every vear between donor
agencies and the Government of Bangladesh, These are

I. The Aid Consortium Meeting of all donors held under the
auspices of the World Bank in Paris every spring.
Arnnual bilateral ks between donors and the Bangladesh

Ciovernment held in Dhaka and donors’ country every vear,

[

3. World Bank local consultative meeting of the donor community
bzl i Dhaka.

AID CONSORTIUM MEETING IN PARIS

The Consultative Group Meeting remains the most important formal
forum from the donor's side which 15 held annually. Bangladesh®s aid
connections with the donors are very complex, not only because of the
large number of aid providers but also for the varving ohjectives,
requirements and procedures of donors. The World Bank as a leader of
all the donors acts a5 4 coordinator among them in this meeting held in
Paris every vear. As the leader of the Bangladesh Aid Consortium the
Bank obviously exercises the most mfluence i policy  discussions
particularly since it prepares the bulk of the documentation placed before
ihe Bangladesh And Consortium,  The Bank has a regalar system of
reporting on the economics of all the countries to which it gives
assistance on which the Bank prepares a thoroughgoing  review of a
couniry’s affairs,

The structure of the meeting has been set in the following way. The
Bank sends oumt admission 1o Bangladesh at the end of each calendar
vear. The members after several sitting with Bangladeshi officials make
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a survey of the economic situation of the country for the vear just passed
They analyze it taking into account available foreign exchange and the
capacity of Bangladesh to provide local costs for projects. They also
take a forward look and try to identify future aid priorities for the neat
year. At the end, they all produce a couple of substamial documents
which are considered by all donors before the meeting in Pars, At the
meeting they are put forward and discussed with the Bangladesh
Officials who either endorse or make general comments on the material.

The first of these Aid Group Meetings was held in Paris in October
1974, when 28 delegations attended to raise additional resources and
discuss the economic crisis the country was facing at that time.  The
meeting also discussed the launching of the country’s five-year plan for
development, and laid the ground for an exchange of views on the
country”s problems, prospects and performance in the future. Since then,
the Aid Group has held regular annual meetings which focus on aid
commitments for the coming financial vear and the macro economic
progress of the country and many other special 1ssues relating 1o the
development policy of the country.

The donors look at the Aid Group meetings as a forum in which 1o
engage the government in a dialogue on the various developmental issies
which they consider important for their assistance to be effective imn
achieving the desired goals. The recent common issues have been ; food
production and distribution, the balance of payments situation, domestic
resource mobilization, exchange rate adjustment, the Government's
Ammual or Five-Year Plans, problems of programme and  Plan
implementation,  structural  adjustment,  population  control  and

encouragement of the private sector

The increasing concern of the Paris Aid Group has been with the
social aspeets of development and intensive discussions have been on
poverty alleviation and income distribution. especially in-favour of the
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landless and the rural poor. The Central concern of the Group continues
o be closely related 1o those themes but have increasingly included
policy measures, particularly those related to structural reforms proposed
by the World Bank and the IMF *

BILATERAL TALKS

Secondly, annual bilateral talks between the donors and  the
Bangladesh Government is another important meeting where donors can
influence policy. For example, annual bilmeral talks between the
Overseas Development  Administration (ODA) of the UK and the
Bangladesh Government are held alternately in Dhaka and London every
year, This provides the opportunity 1o review the programme as well as
the balance of the aid programme. that is, the commodity, project and
technical cooperation components of it, and set priorities for future years.
Rangladesh looks to maximize its return on aid by carcfully shaping s
priocities in accordance with what it assesses each particular donor would
like it to do. For example, recently the environmental factor has become
a policy variable of the UK to which all project design by the
sovernment needs (o be sensitive.

The ODA, from its side. has also been working on aid policy towards
Bangladesh.  This process has involved coordination and discussion
hetween and among bodies like the Development Division in Banghok.
the High Commisston in [Dhaka as well as technical advisors and the
Bangladesh desk in the ODA. In addition 10 that there are the political
directives of the Minister and the senior ODA management in the UK.
The internal country policy papers provide an anneal individual country
management ol for ODA officials

*These aid-talks provide the opportunity for ODAs intermal focus 1o
be discussed with recipient government . The UK Government o s
part is doing the same thing, reviewing projects and polices.  Those
thoughts are then fed into the aid framework exercise as it follows juist
after thar,™
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LOCAL CONSULTANT GROUP

Uhird forum for discussing and issues between the donors and the
Bangladesh  Government is provided by the  World Bank  local
consultative group which meets whenever o panticular  aid  or
developmental issue needs discussion.  This was established m 1974 (o
coordinate donor views in Dhaka and discuss implementation of projects
and policy maters i ard pegotiation or ad utilization in order to avoid
overlapping by the donors. Such mectings are arganized by World Bank
Resident Mission in Bangladesh with the approval of the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) of the government. Donors see it as a forum
1o discuss issues in greater detail than at the Paris meeting.  In these
meetings, too, donors specify and demarcate their arcas of interest. All
donor representatives send their aid attaches along. There are series of
mectings throughout the year. Some may concentrate on sectoral issues:
<ome on individual projects or particular problems.  In the words of an
aid official @ “It gives us an opportunity not only 1o discuss individual
projects, but also general belicfs and policies on which sectors 1o
emphasize. exchange views, and provide opportunities on hoth sides 1o
be open and frank.”™"

While addressing such a local consultative group meeting in October
1993, Mr, Christopher Willoughby, the then Resident Representative of
the World Bank Mission of Bangladesh Aid identified three arcas of
reforms. (6 industrial  deregulation and  tade  liberalization.  #i
privatization and (ift) labour market improvement, which he thinks
recuire imimediate action by the pov ermment.”’

The donors have sufficient accessibility up o the highest level of the
government and administeation.  The Resident Representative and the
Executive Directors of the World Band held frequent mectings with the
Prime Minister as well as with the concerned ministers.  However the

wsual routine discussions take place a1 the level of Tunctional heads of the
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concemned ministries , and ERD. A representative held thar ERD was
very approachable and seemed 10 be concerned about the problems
indentified by them. He further added that World Bank in 1982, on
behall of the donors, had made certain suggestions 1o the government,
especially to the President. He was of the view that the government has
iaken these recommendations as of great significance and later on
worked 1o put these into effect.”

There has been a regular practice of consultalive mectings between
Bangladesh and the UK which ke place every six months at the level of
high officials and Asia division of the UK-ODA programme. A review of
cach project is undertaken in these meetings and detail elements of the
projects are examined here. The prime focus of these meetings,
according to an UK aid official, is 1o identify the priorities for British
sssistance with a view to maximize the developmental efforts of the

Fl-l'ﬂjl:';lﬁ.“

The USAID maintains a large mission and engages n continuing
bilateral policy dialogue with the govemment of Bangladesh. It
mainiains  communications with the authorities the concerned
ministeries, including the minister, secretaries, ERD officials and n
some cases- with the head of the public sector corporations,  The
Scandinavian donors, the Dutch and the Canadian also maintain their
respective contacts individually. Indeed policy dialogue 15 a more
cffective weapon  than  policy conditionality  in persunding  the
government 1o go further down a path which the donors ask 1o go.

Various seminars and symposium conducted by the World Bank or
other bilateral donors are one of the strong medias of inflecnce. Through
these, donors provide forums for analysis and disc ussion of public policy
and these activities influence policy making in government later on. For
example, in February 1989, a UNDP sponsored workshop on agricultural
sector review in Bangladesh concluded that, given the rural condition of
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the country, the food poverty problem might be solved by paying
qttention 1o a more equitable distribution of new asscts created by the
government in the rural sector. The issue was discussed in the Cabinel
meeting later on and decisions were made in this ling with the workshop

liscussion, 4

The World Bank from time to time publishes repors on certam
policy measures of Bangladesh or on the overall economic situation of
the country which remain ancther weapon 1o exert influence upon the
government. The general perceptions of the World Bank regarding the
cocio-economic policies of Bangladesh are pul forward in the World
Rank reports which are not scoret of confidential documems and the
government has right 1o go through them. Recently published World
Bank documents on Bangladesh which have tremendous effects on the
Industrial policies include “Barig adesh - Dssuwes and Prospects for
Industrial  Development™ (1978), “Bangladesh ; Adjustment in the
Fighties and Shore  Term Praspects. " {1988), Bangladesh
Mimufaciuring  Public  Enterprise Reform ™ (1989), *Bempladesh
Murraging the Adjustmern Process—An Appraisal” (1990}, * Bemglodexh

Review of the Experienice with Policy Reforms in the (9805~ ©
{1990y, - Bangladesh Tmplesmenting Serwctural Reform™ (1993),
“Bangladesh - Privadizaticn amd Adjustorent” (1994). These reports
contain specific policy recommendations which the World Bank wants
Bangladesh 10 take into consideration while making industrial policies or

reforming them."

Besides, some mformal instruments are used by the donors to
influence the policy of recipient countrics. These are often as nfluential
45 formal ones. One such measure 15 the visit to an aid recipient country
b thee donor go crnment’s or agencies’ high afficials, Correspondence
by telephone or by letter is another Sirong instrument.  Donor
goVErnments or agencies express their satisfaction or dissatisfaction over
certain policies. In one such letter to Bangladesh™s Prime Minister IMI
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Managing Director Michel Camdessus lnded economic development in
Bangladesh  recently. He commended, Bangladesh’™s  economie
development, saying ~Despite all its problems, Bangladesh has been one
of the best performers amongst those countrics whose  structural
acdjustment progrimmaes ave been supported by the Fund.  The many
stroctursl adjustment relorms allowed the country s econmmy to continue
o groww dis it has bedome more open and bess regulaned.™

Intormal gathering and meetings sometimes provide a means for
exchanging views among the doners and the government officials over
certain policies of the country, For example the Canadian aid mission
somelimes  organizes  such  gathenngs  where the  civil  servams,
entreprencurs and the politicuns ke part.  The nformal discussions
which take place in such mectings, according to o CIDA representative
help o clarify their thonghts on aid related issewes.”

Dinmer and cocktail partics are also exploited by the donors 1o
communicate with high officials of the Government of Bangladesh. The
discussions which take place on such oceasions later leave a strong

pmprant on e aid documents and conrags,
CONCLUIDING REMARKS

It can be easily concluded here that the donors”™ intervention in the
palicy formation of Bangladesh bave been very much ¢lear in recemt
vears.  Everybody knows that nothing happens in the country  without
the approval of the World Bank and other aid agencies, So the Tirst and
foremost job of the government has been Lo convinee the donois i the
consartim mecting in Pars rather than o discuss the manter in the
Parlament of the country. The power and influence thiat doners exercise
over policy-making are oflen greater than that of the Cabnit or the
Parliament themselves. A very unpleasant aspeet of this situation is that
while the clected represematives of the country and the government in
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general are ultimately responsible for the consequences of the policies
implemented, they do not have much freedom 1o frame these polices.But
the individuals, the economic and financial technocarnts of the Workd
Bank and the IMF, who actually frame these policies have no
responsibility for their consequences.  These technocrats are naturally
distant bank official with very limited experience of the real life situation
and political problems of the country The tmgedy 15, as the former
Finance Minister marked, “the package is cooked in Washington without
relevance 1o our country and delivered at Dhaka which the mid-hungry
government accepts.”" In recent years there has been a debate on what
should the role of the donors be. The popular and dominant view is that
the public policy should be formulated by the legal policy makers of the
country keeping public interests foremost and not by the donors even
though they provide funds for the policy. The imtervention by the donors
into the process of policy formation of Bangladesh derives largely from
its awn failure 1o finance development. 1T Bangladesh had the capacity
to gencrate domestic resources the scope for donors o intervene in our
policy formation affairs would be immeasurably less.  Therefore,
endeavor should be made to develop the economy with the country’s
own resources however meager they might be. Side by side, forcign md
that comes with all the conditions detrimental 1o our economy should be
rejected.  Such policy should be formulated which can help us attam
economic sovereignty for which people can feel proud of. I donors are
prepared to assist such policies, they would be welcome,  The fulure
donors dictated policies should be carefully examined with long term
poals. Gradually dependence on foreign aid should be reduced, Public
savings can be increased through various fiscal and monetary reforms
and reforms of the bureaucracy, with the ohjective of generating & greater
amotnt of public savings and economic independence and freedom i
making and implementing linancial polices.
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Regional Economic Cooperation
Among SAARC Countries :
Opportunities and  Prospects

NIGHAT BILGRAMI
and
AKHTAR A. HAL

INTRODUCTION

Regional economic integration has become an important feature of
the world trade scenario in the recent years, Among many trading blocs
are Furopean Economic Commumy (EEC), European Free Trade
Association. and North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
These is also a free irade agreement between Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay
and Uruguay. Likewise, in Asia member countries of the Association of
South Enst Asian MNations (ASEAN) have agreed upon. on seiting-up a
regional commoen market. -

In South Asia, South Asian Agreement on Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) is an important trading bloc consisting of seven developing
nations.  This Regional Cooperation is important due 0 number of
significant features which they share, These countries have abundance
of manpower, rich agricultural resources and reasonable market potential
which can help nishing it an important regional economic bloc. Seven
members of SAARC are Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Maldives and Bhutan. It has a population of more than 1400 million
which comprises almost 25 per cent of the world’s entire population.
Total volume of exports of this region is nearly 29 billion dollars, which
accounts for hardly | per cent of world's exports.  On the contrary it
impons 15 worth around 37 billion dollars.

Wighat Bilgrame and Akhtar A, Hal, Scnier Research Egonomisg, Applied Ecomomics

Resesch Centre Ulnaversaty of berschi
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Most of the countries in the South Asian region are developing and
poor, 1t is sard that only ling-term sustained growith of per capita income
and equilable distribution of resources con help o the economic
advancement. Developing countries often utilize trade policy to promote
their industrialization. Recent trend hias been set for exporis of semi-
manufactured and manufactured goods.  Hence manufactured exports
have been growing faster in developing countries and growih rates have
been especially high in textiles, metal products and basic metals.
Developing countries rapud growih of expons can be attnibuted 1o
improved export incentives and industrial policies.  In the international
market, the bulk of manufactured exports come from the relatively
advanced industrial countries from the group of less developed countries.
Moreover exports  have been  built  around  labour  intensive,
technologically standardized products, such as textile. clothing and
footwear in the South Asian region especially among the SAARC
member countries like Pakistan.

HISTORY OF SAARC

SAARC was established in December 1985, Initiative was taken by
the late President Zia-ur-Rehman of Bangladesh. It was the result of
several meetings held in Colombo, Dhaka, New Delhi, Islamabad at the
foreign office level 1o idemify the possible areas of regional cooperation
among the member countries.  The areas adentified were agriculture,
rural  development, meteorology, telecommunication, scientific and
technological cooperation, health and population activities, transport,
postal services and sports, arts and culture.  In the New Delhi meeting
held in 1983, it was reaffirmed that @t would be beneficial to continue
cooperation among the naticnal planning organizations and academic
institutions of counties of the region. N was strongly felt that the
developing counties had been facing o serious loss of development
momentum due 1o excessive dept burden followed by the reduced Tow
of financial resources. Hence the committee emphasized the need for
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greater regional cooperation.  After taking care of several common
interests first meeting of SAARC was held on December 7 and 8, 1985,
in Dhaks. Since then it has made considerable progress over the vears.
It has also worked to highlight the scope for regional cooperation in
fields like agrculiuee, health and population. art and colre and
transport, 11 is expecied that SAARC will continue 1t's progress in these
fields.

India and Pakistan have offercd preferentinl tan i1 rates 1o cach other
under South Asian Preferential Trading Agreement (SAPTA) as SAARC
member, The total number of items to enjoy concessionary 1ariffs under
SAPTA are 226, It 15 notceable that from 226, 106 were items from
India and only 35 items from Pakistan. This reflects a wider gap which
needs 10 be narrowed down,

The purpose of this study 15 1o carry out the comparative analysis in
the perspective of SAARC trade through the twelve years period since its
birth with special reference 1o Pakistan. For this two standards are used.
First by calculating the average annual growth rates of exports and
imports of the member countries with respet 1o rest of the SAARD
countries and with respect to all countries in the world which will give
the global picture of the trade.  Second, wuch-stane in this exercise is the
estimation of the demand elasticities for exports with respect o income
and prices for the member countries, This attempt will help in identifving
the gaps.

After this, Section [l will present the comparative analysis with
respect fo imporfespon growih rale pre and post SAARC extablishment
and the balance of trade position of SAARC countnies. Thas will help i
identifving the achievements and gaps in the development process of the
SAMNEC.

Section [ will estimaie the demand ¢elasticities of export with

respect o income and price in SAARC wrade. The final seciion relales (o

the summary of conclusions,
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DATA AND COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

All the data on exponts and imports is taken from the IMF's
“Direction of Trade " publication, while the GNP and price data is taken
from the World Bank's World Tables, 1996, ltems of major exports and
rmports are taken form the foreign trade patiemns publication of Chamber
of Commerce and Indusiry, Karachi, (1995-96) and in the case of
Pakistan, Ecaonomic Survey of Pakistan |997-98 is also used.

Table 1 provides the list of the main trading partners of SAARC
member countries. It shows that only India is the main trading pariner of
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan, otherwise no other COUntry is carrying
major irade with other member country, not even India while their main
trading partiners are USA, China, Italy, lapan, United kingdom, France,
saudi Arabia, Singapore, UAE. India is trading mainly with 19 nations
world-wide, Pakistan with 14, Sri Lanka with 10 but are not in the main
trade with member SAARC countries,

Table 2 shows that the share of SAARC countries in the developing
countries exports and imponts remained very low during the study period
and with a decreasing trend especially in exports. During 1975-76 the
share of developing countries in the world export was 546 per cent
which decreased to 38.9 per cent in 1986-87 and remained around 39.40
per cent during the rest of the period whereas the share of SAARC
Countries was already very nominal, 6.5 per cent, out of 54.6 per cent of
the world exports which further declined 1o its one-third 1o 2.5 percent in
1997-98. Conirast 1o this imports have increased from 35.| per cent in
1975-76 to S1.1 per cent in 1997-98, While the share of SAARC was 3
per cent in 1975-76 which gradually declined to 3.0 per cent in 1978-79
and afterwards stable for the rest of the period within a low range of 1.4
to 2.4 per cent,
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TABLE 3

Average Annual Growth Rabes of Imports and Exports of
Individusl SAARC Countries to the Rest of the
SAARC Comntries, 1971-95

EXPORTS IMPORTS
Counlrics Annual Average Growih Rote Avernge Annal Growth Raie
19T2-85 1986-95 197285 1RH-95
Iakastin LI 1120 16.0% (Wl
India i35 J367 ITI% 135
Rangladesh fl 63 533 4 K 1212
Sri Lamka 234545 win 2036 %43
Mepad 2in 57 2846 13.72 1.1
Mlobdives 1725 12,317 iy 1396
TABLE 4

Fakistan's Ecomomic wnd Trade Bolatiens with SAARC Coaniries
iBalance of Trade Position-1%H-%5)
o Afiian 108 %)

¥ cr Bangladesh India S Lamka  Mepnl  Alaldiees Bhutan
-] L o 1] .42 <05 |3 «(.0%
11 =92 K10 b 4T 47,02 -5 2 130 0041
199293 353 Bin 43 24,7 {1l .32 -84
j G 3404 TIR] J37.73 27.4% 156 054 1 B3
|- | 35,54 233 4o 1.0z 27 (1% 11 327

Source | Forelgn Paern of Pakistar, 1996
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Table 3 gives the broader trade outlook comprised of the exports and
imports structure during 1972-1995, reflecting the Hrﬂmlll of SAARC
rade. 1 shows that expons of Bangladesh grew at about 61 per cent per
annum during 1972-85 which was remarkable achicvement, but afier the
establishment of SAARC it dmstically decreased to 553 per cent
Bangladesh was created in 1971, so it started from the #zero base and its
trade increased pretty well while after some years its growth stabilieed.
Similarly in the case of Pakistan it declined by one-third from o growth
rate of 36.46 per cent while India’s export grew ol a faster rate after the
establishment of SAARC,

The annual growth in imports declined in all the member countries
except Bangladesh which shot up 1o 32 per cent per annum during 1986-
95 from a quite small average growth of 5 per cent per annum during
|972-85,

It is abvious that appropnate domestic policies regarding the trade,
exchanga rate helped in the allocation of efficient resources 1o external
and imternal opporunities. Trade is said 1o be an engine of growth in the
case of developing countries with the improved resource allocation and
mereased productivity,

Looking at the Pakistan's balance of trade position with respect 1o
other SAARC member countries, Table 4 indicales that Pakisian's
current trade level is favournble with Bangladesh, Sn Lanka, Nepal and
Maldives. Exparts 1o Bangladesh has increased aver time, whereas in 5n
Lanka expons decreased but balance of trade is positive. Same i the
case with Maldives and increasg in exports to Nepal is very small,
whereas in The case of India and Bhutan imports are greater than exports
leaving the balance of trade negative. In order to increase the two way
trade volume with these countries Pakistan can also export cement, food,
engineering goods, and machinery to Bangladesh and can import fish,
bamboe, paper pulp and betel mus in return,

In the case of Sri Lanka exports from Pakistan to Sri Lanka have
decreased form USE 76 29 million in 1990-91 o LSS 6058 million
1994-95 whereas imports from Sri Lanka have increased from LSS
34 E7million in 199091 1o USS 49.56 million in 1994-95, Sn Lanka has
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TABLE 5
Pakistan
EXPORTS IMPORTS
Animal casing Ari-Silk vam
Carpets and rugs Cemeiil
Cement dnd producis Chemical fertilpers
Cofton cloth Chemicals

Cotton thread

Cotton washe

Codton vam

Dirugs and Chemicals
Fish and fish preparations
[Fenmwenr

Ciarmems and Hosiery
Ciuar and products

Hudes and skins

Leather

4] cakes

(nhers

Paints and varnishes
Petrolewm and Products
Flaw codton

Haw wool

Ready-made garments and hosiery
Rice

Sports goods

Surgical instruments
Synthetic textiles
Tobreeo raw and manufactuned

Synthetic textiles

Drugs and mediines

[rve tanning materials
Dryes and colours

Edible wil

Electrical goods

Fertilizers

Grming, pulses and Mour
Iron, Steel and manufectures thereol
Machinery non-electrical
Mon-lerous metals

CHl cakes, residue of sovbdim
] wegelables

Cinat Tresh or chilled
Oither imporis

hers

Paper, board and stathonery
Petroleum and products
Sewing machine industrial
Sugar refined

Tamarind dried

Tea

Transporn cquipments
Mon-electrical equipmaonts

Source ; Ecomanic Survey, [997-85
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TABLE 6

Pakistan’s Major Exports and lmports
o SAMARC Couniries

EXPORTS

IMPORTS

Carpets and rugs

Cotton ¢loth

Cofton Yo

Fish and fish preparations
Fool wear

Carsnents and Hosiery
Ciunar and Products
Lenther

Raw cotton

Rice

synthetic textiles

Chemicals

Dirugs and medicines

Edible il

Electrical gpoods

Fertilizers

Irom, steel and manufactures therenf
Machinery non-electrical

Paper, board and stationary

Petrolewm and products

Teii

Trnspart equipments

Non-electrical equipments

Source | Econoun Niervey, JOOT.08
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initiated the introduction of new ilems of exports to Pakistan and has alsa
taken positive steps 1o increase CTC. Tea which is mainly consumed in
Pakistan. This is the main reason why Pakistan’s imports from Sri Lanka
have increased.

Maldives prefers to import those commodities from Pakistan which
are available there instead of importing them from other sources. These
items include rice, wheat flour, cement, machinery, sieel products,
machinery and also mineral water.

Pakistani products have much potential in Nepalese market, like
cotton and synthetic textiles, chemicals, fertilizers, dry fruits and
industrial raw material,

In the two way trade with India it is seen that Pakistan imports have
increased form USS 49 million in 1991-92 to USS 64.08 million in 1994-
95, whereas the exponts decreased from USS 113.27 million during 1991-
92 to LSS 42 million during 1994.95,

The current level of balance of trade is in favour of Bhutan, Exporis
10 Bhutan during the year 1994-9% were of USE 1.3 million while
imports are LSS 2.40 million. As member of SAARC the two countries
can cooperate i setting up joint industrial ventures, particularly fruit
processing, textile and clothing, leather and footwear.

Table 5 gives the list of 27 major items that Pakistan exports and
imports.  From these only |1 items are exponied to SAARC member
countries and 12 items imported from the SAARC member countries
which is not even the 50 per cent of the actual list of tradable ftems {refer
Table 6, reflecting the poor trade relation among the SAARC member
couniries.

Tables 7 and 8 give the actual list of Pakisian export and import to
SAARC member countries. It is interesting to note that Pakistan exports
textile yarn and fabrics 1o all the SAARC member countries and anticles
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TABLE 9
Income and Price Elnsticities in SAARC* Trade Annunl Data {1975. 1oL
EXPORT ELASTICITIES
Coumn Incame Frace SAARE Eifegt B nw
FAKISTAN

Indin 5 02 Megative Insagaificay 045 141
(2.96)  (-0.24)

Dangladesd LA -1 Ew Megative Insgnilicm 083 20
[LLE]y =2.21)

% Lankn LLRLY -1.03 Megntive Insignificam a7 bt ]
(OLEYF -ih0m)

INIHA

Pakisian .53 4 Bl Megative lnsgnifican) 0.74 2.0%
(55 =262

[Rangladesh 13 =1 4 Negative Insignifican 0.7 1.71
(1.0 (-2 13}

Sri Lamka 014 =1.21 Megative Insignifteant gl 1.52
(k25 {2.40)

BANGLADESH

Pakisiun .29 =311 Negative lnsignifican N 5] 240
1527 -1.49)

Inclia 2.95 -3.81 Megative Insignifican 0. 178
(LES) (239

S Lanks i {1 87 Puosalive Insignilkcans .74 24
CLLEE ] (=255

SHILANEAS

Pk fxtan 44 P | Pogitive Insignifican 0,33 LT |
(-hETH {1.0K1)

Inifin s =2 49 Pasitive Insignificum har o
11.73) (=<LLE])

Hampladesh L 1 Positive Insignificam 4l (.68

L1.47) (218}

*Includes Pukistan, India, Hangladesh and Sri Lanks only. The other Mrec Cirlries
comild not be inchided bocause of datn Tt L vy
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IMPORT ELASTICITIES
Ciusany Inonee Fincg i SAARLC EFFECT B! W
DLy
PARISTAMN
I 1.4% A4l S Megalive bnvigmificant kT4 AT
(k3% 262 el
Bangladesh 1.9 SN S Regative lesignifican i #% 240
15.27) (=30 g1 76
%0 [Lsela i44 L ang Pasilrve sagnifican 013 154

(<087 (51K} (0.0%p

iNiHA
Makiwign 1.57 i 26 47T Wegmive Insignidican 4% 141
|2 By |24} TELT]
Hmngladeh 295 <1 Ei 1.51 Mepative Insapnificas ax I TH
TEL]] =245 215
San Lasika 430 -2 4% 34 Positive Insagnificam nd 20

(173 BT il 24

BARGLADESH
Fakintan R E A BT Negibive lnspnificani L o 240
(LR 1) [ LE L R L
Insdia LN =1 Aty (Lol Msgalinve bdigmalicaiil 1l 7 1T
L i=2.11] of (O p
&0 Lanka o 119 X3 Poritive Ensigmilican LR vl

(LKL 1215 TETT

SRELAMEA
IFak ssian 9 <l (3 1} s Tositive Inssgnfiiam) i & 232
[0 E2) (IR 1L BT
lindas i1 54 -121 ALY . Wepsives Insipnidicon) il 153
(LRt <3 0 IR
Hanpladoh L -0 KT iak Fosativg Pesignsiicani o4 20

(NI} =2 55 ([ By
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of apparel 1o all except Bhutan, and cotton American 1o Bhutan and
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, Another most wanted ftem is leather
and leather manufnctured poods, Pakistan also EXports poppy seeds 1o
India, when it comes 1o imports Pakistan imports most of the items from
India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, Main imports are betel leaves and jea.

For quantitative comparability of growth in the provision of trade in
the South Asian region among SAARC the available export import data
15 analyzed. It is done before discussing the global picture of SAARC
countries growth in the 1otal trade with the rest of the world. Table 9
zives the percentage change of both exports and imports during the two
study periods. It is noteworthy that except 5r Lanka and Maldives
exports for other countries have increased,

Similar pattern is revealed in the case of impons except for Maldives
where results exhibit a trend of negative growth of impons.

Individual analysis of SAARC countries cxpont growth to other
SAARC countries will reflegt the conditions of trade in the international
market.

First taking the case of Pakistan, it has negative growth rate with
India. Its expont 1o Bangladesh have declined compared  with
Bangladesh, Pakistan’s trade with Sri Lanka and Maldives grew positive
from negative rend during 197285, Only inthe case of Nepal,
Pakistan's exports have iereased,

Examination of all other couniries tables (refer 1o Appendin Aj
spotlights that only India is exporting 10 SAARC member countrics and
Is exports also have risen as compared to pre SAARC period. Only in
the case of Nepal the export have declined at the level that the zrowth
becomes negative, whereas Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are mostly
exporting to Nepal. Nepal's gx ports to Bangladesh have increased over
time. Bhutan is oot included due to the inadequate data and in some Cases
Maldives data is also not availnble.
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INCOME AND PRICE ELASTICITIES
IN SAARC TRADE

In the literature of econometric analysis of imermtional trde.
traditionally emphasis have been laid on price clasticities. Sumlarly hie
importance of income elasticities have also been realized especially in
the case of growing econemy, According 1o the Harry Jolinsan.
Intermationand Trade and Economie Growth (Cambridge. 1958) umder
certain conditions the direction in which the wade balance moves over
time depends initially on country’s incomie elasticity of demand for
imports and on the rest of the world's mcome clasticity of demand for
cach country’s exports,

The purpose here is to estimate demand elasticities Tor imports with
respect to mcome and price for the SAARC member countries which are
all developing countries

Observations wsed over the penod of 19731595 are based on time
series data, All data is taken from the IME's publication “irecrion f
Trowde Srotisitos™ and Werdd Tobles, 19937

Throughout the analysis we have used the double loparithmie
equations because of the generally superior [t and case of inkerpretation,
This study includes only Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Sir Lanka. The
other three countries could not be included due 1o the data limnations.

TOTAL IMPORTS WITH RESPECT
TOSAARC COUNTRIES

Simple form import equition is used

PM .
WP .

log M. = B, = B, log¥. ~ By lﬂ4 ] + SDummy - p,
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Where,

M., = The country s imports during vear 1 in I‘;IRT dollars
Y - Index of the importing country"s GNP

PM, = Price index of imports with the ith countr

WP, = Wholesale price index

LJ, = Error Term

Thus the equation works with the relative price as import price and
divided by the whaolesale price.

Here for simplification purposes wholesale prices in common
currency units have been changed o LISE,

Finally here also used the SAARC dummy;
5 Dummy = [ for 1985 onward trade
therwise " 0 for before 1985 trade

to capture the SAARC effect in the country's trade

The results are presented in Table 9. Numbers in parentheses refer to
the f-rations. While looking through the equations the fit, as measured
by R” is not very good but reasonable for all of the equations. Similarky
the Durbin-Watson is mostly on the low side,

The SAARC dummy is for all the equations is imsignificant except in
the case of Sri Lanka imports from Pakistan and Pakistan’s imponts from
Sr Lanka, it is significant and positive.  Othewise it is negative and
nsignificant in Pakistan, India and Bangladesh cases whereas for Sri
Lanka it is positive insignificant for India and Bangladesh,

The regression coefficient of meome reveal min results some
significant while some significant. Some of the price variables also have
ncorrect signs.
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CONCLUSION

The above analysis presents the behaviour of SAARC countries in
the trade and comparison before and after the establishment of SAARC.
Data expressed the poor export promotion performance among the
SAARC. Trade among the SAARC countrics has not been promoted
even after the decade of its establishment. Partly it could be because of
the technological transfer to the developing counries, siructure of
international trade and forcign debt polices. This is the reason why there
is wvery slow progress m the South Asian region in exporting
commodities which are highly capital imtensive in nature, The future
export growth of manufacturing items in this region will depend wpon the
changing pattern of comparative advantage in the region and panly to the
trade policies of the developed countries.,

In the case of elasticities the price elasticity estimated lor imports are
relatively small for SAARC countries and most of them are in.taig.niﬁ:ﬁﬂi.
Same is the case with the income elasticities, This pattern establishes the
fact that there is virtually no major trade among the SAARC countries
poing on, Trade on only minor items 15 carried on. One of the reasons
may be the political environment as is true in the case of India and
Pakistan, the issue of Kashmir needs 1o be settled before amy major
advance is made. This situation has 10 be worked out if SAARC has to
stay in the region and to become an effective regional trading
OTEanization.
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APPENDIX A

TABRLE T
Average Annual Groweh Rates of Imports and Exporis of
saulh Asion Coontries before amid after the Exstablishiment of A& RC

My Lell ety e

EXPORTS PO TS
Coumniries Anmual Avernge Growih Haee® Averape Annual Cirowth FRate
197285 | Eh-9 5 1932-85 Vi =5
Pakisian |42 T TR 14 T3
Iiclia TR AR | 4% Bl H)
Hanglasdesh il |1 FHZ S b EER 1)
i Lankn 1524 1346 ! 5K ]
MNepal 0.1% 2548 34 504 15.58
Mabidives %04 037 41 6 156

Hhugan

*Refers 1o each Counlry s growth in the total trade with the rest of the warld

Sawrce : Dots on liports | Exponts is taken form Dieeetion of Trode Stationics {(IMEF}

IABRLE 11
Pakistan Export Growth fo SAARD Ceuniries
i F'l."h'.q.'rr.':.ri't'.t_.l
) Annual Avernge Growals Baie

Laogimncs

197285 LR TS
India w22 T 7
Hanpladesh 1.6 I.&
Sri Lanka 4.2 il
Mepal 152 el B
NMinkdrves £ 2 N

Sowrce | Pnta on bmports | Expons o taken from Sieeetion of Troe Striietics (1M}
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TABLE 11
Treifia™s Expord Girowth to SA8HC Countrees
fl"n'rq.'ﬂrmgu.l
Annanl Averape Girowth Rale
Cusariirees
1972-85 S-S

Indin K3 .t
Hamngludesh =137 212
S Lanky 13 14
Powal L 2017
Mlnddives Mo 117

Sirtitce | [dadn on Iimports  Fagparts os fakicin Froem Chirectfor of Fracke Sanoics (I8
TABLE TV

Bangladesh Export Growih o SAARD Coontrics
P ercemlape)

Amnunl Average Gironth Rale
L amings

I9Ta-43 1G-S
Indim 39 16 A% ]
Pakrstan 244 B
Sei Lanka 42K e i
Bicpal -2 - 2.0

Muldives

Soviiree - Lhata an bmpaorts /. Eapors is token froam feeciion of §reale S (18F)

TARLE %

Srd Lanka's Export Growth o SAARD Cowiitries
P e e )
-—

Mt Averige Cirownth Hole
L giiniries

197245 | LT
Inidia -218 125
IPakastaim =14 24§
Hanglaclesh b24 1456
Mepal il L
Mualiflives -2 12

Source © [katn on Imports | Exports is token from Edeeciio of Prace S (1 58F)
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I ARLE VI
Mepal’s Expert Corowih to SAARD Countries
{Mercerlapes)
Antatal Averuge Gnowth Rate
Coundrscs
1972-H% K-S

India 6.0 R s
PFakistan =515 -132
Hanglodesh 2194 T
Sm Lanka ) |44
Mlaldives

Source | [hatn on Impons [ Exports is ke from Directiion of Trade Sansics (IMF)



The Role of SAARC in
Achieving Political and Economic
Stability and Cultural Development

5. M. AKRAM ULLAH

INRODUCTION

During the last fifty vears, regionalism has been striving to become a
viable policy among the developing countries. The growing confidence
of the developing countries in their nationhood and economic awareness
and the feeling that there is a complementarily not only in the similarities
but also in differences among their neighbours has in fast accelerated the
process of regional corporation, The net outcome of this realization is
visible. Regional forums like the Latin American Free Trade Association
(LAFTA)  Carribean Community (carricam), Organization of African
Umity {OAL), Gulf Cooperation Council (O], Association of South
East Asian Mations (ASEAN) and of late South Asian Associnlion for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) have already made their mark, though
with varving degree of success.

SAARC is. infact, the first demonstration of the growing
interdependence among the South Asian nations, It is a regional
arganization of siven South Asian nations, viz Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka,

SAARC is supposed to be a manifestation of the determination of the
peoples of South Asia to Cooperate regionally to work together towards
finding solution to their common problems in o spirit of friendship, trust
and understanding and 1o create an order based on mutual respect. equity
and phased benefits,”

5 M Alram Llsh, Leghies, Depatmoni of Political Sciomcoe. Kaphashd Univeisily Hogaliali
Mg lacde-di



Th Sty Axveenr Sraedies

In May 1980, the late President Ziaur Rahman of Bangladesh Aoated
the idea of a regional cooperation n South Asia. This idea took its visible
from. after a series of discussions and meetings, as SAARC (South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation) in 1985, when the first SAARC
summit was held in Dhaka. Since then, nine SAARC summits have been
held, The last one was held in Colombo the capital of Sn Lanka i 1998,

Our subject of discussion is the role of SAARC in bringing about
political and economic stability and cultural du.wll.r|:luh.'l'll in the region
during the last twelve years, [t would be easier 1o discussion the matter
if we have a brief idea of rationale, objectives, pringiples of SAARC and
kivovw about the main spheres of SAARC activities,

RATIONALE BEHIND FORMATION OF SAARC

In the global context, South Asian countries have 20 per cent of the
world and 25 per ceni of the third world population. It has 3.31 per cent
of the land area of the world. As a whole, the zone is poor in natural
resources and technology, Moreover, as transitional socicties each of
these countries has the common charmcteristics of socio-coonomic and
political under-development. Under the ercumstances, the necd Inr the
formulation of a regional cooperation forom was strongly fel.' The
rationale behind the Formation of SAARC are as follows

I. While other regions were benefiting amensely i the field of
economy. social and cultural development through - regional
cooperation, the South Asian states had no such Torum.

(]

Joint efforts by these countries are likely to help them in efTicient
use of their limited matural resources.  This also helps creating
larger market and thus aceelerate the pace of industrinlization.
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SAARC would increase the strength of South Asia in the North
South negotiation,

SAARC would provide South Asia a strong  voice in

imternational forum

It is hoped 10 reduce the political wension among the member

slimbis,

SAARC can develop joint ventures and can otilize the technical
know-how of member states for commaon interest.”

SAARC can make a major contribution in keeping Indian Choean
as a “zone of peace.”

It can help to create self-reliant economic growvth.

SAARC can help 1o remove the domination and repression of the
developed workd,

Within the existing unequal world structure, a new order can
only be generated through regional cooperation.”

THE MAIN OBRIECTIVES OF SAARC

To promote the welfare of the people of South Asia and 1o
improve their quality of life

l'o accelerate economic prowth, social progress and cultural
development i the region and 1o provide all individuals the
opportunity to live in dignity and to relaize their full petentials
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To promote and strengthen collective selfreliance among the
countries of South Asia.

To contribute mutual trust, understanding and appreciation of
one anther’s problem.

lo promote active collaboration and mutual assistance in the
ceonomig, social, culural, rechnical, and sciemtific Melds,

To strengthen cooperation with other developing countries.

To strengthen cooperation among themselves in international
Torums o matters of cooncmic interesis,

F'o cooperate with imemational and regional organizations with
similar aims and purposes.

PFRINCIFLES OF SAARC

Cooperation within the fromework of the Assocution is based on
respect for the principles of sovereign equality, temitorial
imtegrity, political mdependence, non-interference m the intemal
aftairs of other states and mutual benefits,

Such cooperation is the complement and not 1o substitute
bilateral or multilaternl cooperation.

Such cooperation should be consistent with  bilsternl  and
multilateral obligations of the member states.”

GENRAL PROVISIONS OF SAARC

Decisions at all levels in SAARC are taken on the basis of
unanimity.

Bilateral and contentions  issues  are  excluded  from s

deliberation.”
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INTEGRATED PROGRAMME OF ACTION

The Integrated programme of Action (IPA) in central 1o the whole
SAARC process and there arc al present twelve agreed arcas of co-
operation under IPA. A1 present IPA concers the areas of Agriculiure,
Communications, Education to Culture, Environment, Health and
Population, Meteoralogy, Prevention of Drug Trafficking, Drug Abuse,
Rural Development, Science and Technology, Tourism, Transport and
the role of women in Development.’

SAARC IN ACHIEVING POLITICAL STABILITY

Generally by political stability we mean that political situation where
the government in power {of course in a democratic system) is able w
complete its due term--and the handing over of power takes place in 2
peaceful democratic manner, political and economic growth, change and
development goes on in a balanced and progressive. This also creates a
friendly and cooperative attitude among the nations in the intermational
and regional sphere.

Aistrust and rivalry among the nations is a comman characteristic m
Sauth Asia. The colonial background and the manncr in which they
gained independence are at the root of such a state of affair.”’ Despite
these deep rooted bilateral mistrusts among the South Asian nations
SAARC has come into being. At first India and Pakistan both the two
powerful nations hesitated about the regional cooperation. India saw il
as her neighbours “ganging up” 10 extracl concessions while Pakistan
apprehended that the forum would eventually further India’s interest
only, The provisions of unanimous decisions and exclusion of bilateral
broke these deadlocks and brought the countries together.

The approsch of “cooperalion  n feasible areas despite
outstanding jssues™" has been adopted in forming South Asian Regional
Cpoperation.



BT Keerath Axieens Siercdies

The short comings are @ 1. too gradualistic and the complixities of
current problems may overshadow the prospect of cooperation and even
may misdirect the whole exercise, 2. the outstanding issucg may be so
serious that the scope of cooperation may itself be limited ™"

It has been observed in 1986, when the India-Pakistan bowndirs
problem reached its extreme point, the President of Pakistan, didn’t
attend the second SAARC Summit. Even the provision of exclusion of
hilateral issuves couldn’™t prevent such situation. Again, due w Indin’s
request, SAARC summits are now taking place every two  years,
instead of being held annually. Thus, we may say that SAARC turned
out to be less importam for vearly regular meetings of the leaders.

Actually, competitive economy and super power rivalry between
India and Pakistan and India’s big brotherly attitude towards other small
nations of the region and other grave bilateral issues among the member
states of SAARC is preventing the forum to function properly in
achieving its goals and bringing political stability and development in the
region. But still it is not possible 10 make any clear-cut comment about
the role of SAARC in this sphere.

INFORMAL ACHIEVEMENTS

The informal political success of SAARC cannot be under estimated.
There 15 no doubt that the organization has served as the forum for
mitigating conflicts. There were occasions when inter-siate tensions
reached such a hight pitch that bilateral process of reconciliation between
nations  were  totnlly  suspended, yet contacts  intiated  within  the
framework of SAARC continued 1o be effective thus facilitaing the
process of crisis management between the states of the region, "

For example, in the second SAARC summit in Bangladesh it became
possible to have informal mectings of Tamil Rebels of Sri Lanka and
case the tensions there. Using the “SAARC cord”, Sri Lanka became
successful in making powerful India to evacuate its soldiers from Sri
Lanka.
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Recently the Male Summit (1997) provided an opportunity for a
ceries of bilateral meeting on the sideline including one between the
Prime Minister of India and Pakistan. The two leaders agreed to sel up a
hotline, arrange release of protsoners and decided to set up working
commitiees 1o discuss the issues that led them to war thrice since 1947,
They both agreed to wipe the shate clean afier 50 years of hostility."’

Actually SAARC serves bilateral relations more effectively than it
could possibly have with the 1ssues on formal agenda. These sideline
achicvements in turn has left a strong impact on the institution itself. In
the words of S, D, Muni, “The SAARC gathering have positively
contributed towards creating better regional atmosphere in South Asia o

ACHIEVEMENTS AS A FORUM
IN THE WORLD COMMUNITY

Again one of the rationale of SAARC was of representing the South
Asian nations as a body in international forums and of gaining a strong
voice there. This goal of SAARC has been achieved to some extent.

Prior 1o meeting of respective SAARC ministers now are often held
before any world summit takes place. For example, in 1996, before the
World Food Summit in Rome. a mecting of SAARC Agriculure
Ministers and of other representatives were held 1o prepare a common
SAARC position on the issue."

SOCIO-POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Agnin  backwardness, poor political culwre, and poor political
socialization works as are behind political stability. Under the framework
of SAARC, various socio — economic  cooperalive  programmes  has
been taken with the aim of accelerating the process of modemization,
e, programmes for  eradicating illeteracy, poverty alleviation,
programmes  for establishing and developing women's rights and
equality, children's rights and rights of the girl child.
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SAARC conventions have beén taken on narcotic drugs and drug
wrafficking and on suppression of terrorism. In the last Male Summit
(1997} the leaders made emphasis on the need of making effecrive
legislation in order to implement these conventions.”” Year 1980 wis
declared the SAARC vear for combating Drug Abuse and Drug
Trafficking.

In this summit it was also agreed o cooperate on poverty alleviation
By the year 2002 through an agenda of action and by sharing resources
and pooling expertise for strengthening laws, to prevent child prostitution
and boosting of literacy level in the region,"

Year 1990 was declared the SAARC year for the Girl Child and
19912000 the SAARC decade of plan of Action for the Girl Child,
Again 2001--2010 has been declared the SAARC decade of the rights of
the children."” Various programmes relating o education, health,
nutrituin, sanitation, crime abuse and other issues having bearing on the
life of the children and their development has been taken up. A co-
operation agreement between SAARC and UNICEF {United Nations
Children’s Fund) has been signed 1o implemient through an annual
agenda which includes joint studies, exchange of documentation and
monitoring of implementation, ™

For women’s development, a resolution named *Dhaka Resolution
for Woman' had been adopted where cconomic issues for gender
equality and empowerment of women have been recommended,

All these measures, have been taken by SAARC for the betterment
and development of the societies and nations of the region. Poverty
alleviation, literacy, women's development and child rights, helps in
developing the society palitically as well. Only in o self-conscions and
politically socialized society, it is possible 1o build strong, balanced
political and economic institutions which in the ling run bring political

“stahility in the region.
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SAARC is clearly a move in the right dissection in meeting the
nation-butlding challenges that the states face in the South Asia’' But
we must admit that, what has been achieved in the political sphere during
the last twelve years is far less than what have been expected from this
Toarisim

SAARC IN ACHIEVING ECONOMIC STABILITY

Generally by economic stability we mean such an economic situation
where it is possible to maintain an over all, balanced and at the same
time rapid economic growth in a region,

The economies of all South Asian states are vintually dependent on
industrial countries for aid, trade, finance and transfer of technology. The
level of inter-regional cooperation was also very poor, There is a core-
periphery relationship of South Asian countries with developed industrial
countries in the field of economy and trade. The need for the coonomic
co-operation among the regional nations of South Asia was felt deeply.
It was the economic success of other regional forums that induced 1o
form SAARC among the developing South Asinn nations.

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Poverty alleviation is at the top of the SAARC agenda. The forum is
irying hard 1o combar this vicious problem but with very little success.
Food securily reserve centre came inlo existence. South Asian
Development Fund in Dhaka has been estalished in 1996 The forum
has attracted considerable attention of a large number of bilateral and
multi-lateral donor countries as well.

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

All the member states of SAARC have agriculture based economy,
Development in the sector of agriculiure is important for this field 1o
promote technical cooperation under the framework of SAARC. In this
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regards the SAARC Agricultural Information Centre (SANC) has been
established n Dhaka. Not only in agriculiure, but also cooperation
programmes in the technological and environmental fields have been
lavnched which may  wlimately  bamg  aboul” development i the
geonomic siracture and trade in the region.

COMMITTEES AND CONTRACTS WITH
OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Ihe Committee on Eeonomic Cooperation (CEC),  Intra-Govern-
mental Growp (1060} on trade liberalization has been formed and they are

workmg successTully

With the aim of the betterment of ecommny and trade SAARC has
also entered into agreements of cooperation with international and other
regional organizEtons

fed A memorandum of understanding bas been signed  between
SAARC and UNCTAD (Umited Nations Conference on Trade
and Development) under which UNTCAD provides SAARC
updated versions of s soft ware viz Trade Analysis and
Information  System (TRAINS) which s a computerized
information system containing latest information on irade control
measures prevailing in fifty developed and developing countries.

ihi Similarly o Framework  Agreement  for  cooperation  with
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) has been signed.

jcd An agreement has been signed with Asid Pacific Telecommunity
(APTY for mubeasl L:LH'lpq:m'li-ml.'“' Besides such developments,
agreciments have afso been signed between ITU, ELL

SAPTA LEADING TOWARDS SAFTA

South Asia’s share in world trade has consistently declined over the

Inst forty vears. The region's share in global trade is only 0.8y, of exports
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and 103y, of imports and the trade within the region is only 3y, of global
trade. More over nearly 6y, of global trade is conducted within free trade
areas like EV or NAFTA. It has thus become imperative for the SAARC
states 1o enhance intra-regional trade and 1o better safeguand s own
interests in multilateral trade negotiations. This reasoning underpins the
SAARC preferential Trade Agreement (SAFTA) which became effective
from 7" December, 1993, the day when SAARC finished its lirst decade.

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF SAPTA

SAPTA provides rubes and modalities for gradual liberalization of
trade among SAARC member states, Its basic principle is reciprocity and
mutwality of advantages so as to benefit all contracting statgs equitably
taking into account their respective levels of economic development.
SAPTA also provides special concessions to the least developed states,
like exclusive tarifl preferences, removal of non-taniff and para-tanift
barriers. 1t also contains safeguard measures for cowiltics with balance
of payment problems and with procedure facing serious threats passed by
IO SUrges.

The cemral feature however, is multilateralisation of  trade
concessions even il there are negotinted bilaterally or tri-laerally. In
other words, the concessions that are exchanged under SAPTA excepl
those exclusively made for LDC'S, will be extended unconditionally to
all contracting states.” A present it has been agreed 10 give 10y
concession of taxes upon 234 trade items on the basis of suitahle

conditions

Abow SAPTA. former SAARC ScerctaryGeneral Y.K. Silwal
comments ; “This Agreement of SAARC as it will go a long way
promoting intra-regional trade and in gradually removing trade barriers
presently existing in the Member countries. It is expected 1o play
catalytic role in promoting long term comtracts among  traders and
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entreprencur in the region and is likely to bring tangible benefits of
regional co-operation which will go a long way in enhiancing the welfare
of the people.™

SAFTA s moving very steadily and gradually in its path of
cconomic development both for the small and least developed countries
of the region and the indusirialized ones. *like India. But for highest
benclit from such regional trading agrecment South Asia must be
declared a free trade zone and SAPTA must be wmed into SAFTA
(South Asian Free Trade Area). For this, “Inter-Ciovernmental Expen
Group on Transition to SAFTA"™ has already been formed 10 prepire an
action plan. The huge trade imbalance between India and other leas
developed countries like Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, must be browght
into an acceplable position.  Extension of tarifT concessions along witl
removal of non-tarifl bamriers and structural impediments are being
negotiated through SAPTA in order to move speedily towards the poal of
SAFTA,

The landmark decision of the lasi Male Summit (May, 1997), was 1o
create a free trade area in South Asia by the vear 2001 to facilitate trade
and increase economic linkages between the SAARC countries.” ie.
forming SAFTA,

From 1996, meetings of Commerce Ministers of SAARC countrics
have already began and it has been decided at the Male Summit that
Economic Cooperation conference and SAARC trade fair will also be
held from now on along with those meetings.”

This trading organization (SAFTA) is expected 1o help raise the
standard of lining of the people of the region, the poorest in the world,
where 500 million people will live in object poverty.

POSSIBILITY OF SAPTA AND SAFTA

U the persistent and pernicious regional rivalries could be settled
Fast so that this (SAPTA and SAFTA) could be the means of discon ering
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unlimited trade opporunity. But there is very little for this type of
political situation,

But there are other problems o, for the region of SAARC is ven
poor in resources and particularly poor in infra-structural development
needed for expanding trade, all of which does little inject enthusiasm
among the member states for a long standing regional bloc. Most of the
SAARC countries prefer 1o continue with their direct trading with other
groups like the EV and do not expect 1o go in much from SAFTA,

ot at same tme ndividual nations like Bangladesh, Indio, Nepal.
know that if they pull wogether individually as a region, they can make 2
little headway in improving either the environment or econanie
condition of people. despite the region’s vast |!m~1i:l'lli1'L|5."JII

Again in the Male” Summit the Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina moeoted a proposal for creation of a South Asian Economic
Community (SAEC).™ Formation of this type of community may bring
none economic growth through intensive cooperation, Recently Naval
Officer of the Bangladesh Navy, has proposed maritime cooperation
under the auspices of SAARC.” The propoesed maritime cooperation,
besides providing security to the nations may also help the sea trade of

the region,

ROLE OF SAARC IN CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION

In general usage, the term cultural cooperation among nations relers
1o both public and private and 1o both national and imemational efforts 1o
promote the transmission of knowledge. skills, arts and information
across national boundaries.

South Asin in a relatively advantageous position compared 10 other
regions with regard to common past, culture and heritage. The countries
of this region have many commoen clements of an overlapping heritage
and 8 nascent semse of South Asian regional identify. One of the
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objectives of SAARC is 1o sccelerate the process of eultural de velopmient
m the region.

Accordingly besides IPA, SAARE has titken a number of programmes
(0 promate people 10 people contacis in the region. Such as SAACR
Audio Visual Exchange (SAVE) programme, SAARC Descumentation
Centre, SAARC Chairs, Fellowships and Scholarship Schemes, SAARC
scheme for promotion of € rganized Tourism, SAARC Youth Volumieers
Programme, SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme g through the active
cooperation of non-governmental arganteations both ar the nationg| anl
regional level,

Under the SAVE programme, SAARC programmes ane broadeased
regularly on the national TV channels of the SAARC member states on
the first day of every month. The Documentation centre established in
Delhi, provides 1he SAARC members  wiil essential  information,
Arrnges seminars and special training on various fiekds of know ledpe
and technology, In these seminars participams and exerts from the
SAARC countries gather in formation, exchange their views and a cordial
relationship is developed among them. Besides SDC, various con-
terences of differen professions such as of doctors, judpes, engingers
and journalists are betng held. For example, in 1997 a conferenice of the
Judges of the SAARC vounfnies was held in Dhoka, Under the
lellowship, angd scholarship students are studying in the SAARC
countries. The SAARC students debating sochety  has also been
established. Under the SAARC Visa Exemption scheme people Trom
different walks of life can easily travel in the SAARC countries which
strengthens the people 1o people contgel,

Besides, cultural exchange among the member has become a normal
practice.  Often cultyral teams from Bangladesh tours the SAARC
countries and cultural teems trom other SAARC nations Coume 1o visit
Bangladesh,  Various cultural festivals 1ake place in the SAARC
SOMNINCS every vear. For cxample, Sri Lanka is zoing o bold a SAARC
Filim Festival this wear (1980 "
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Spoits s an important element of culture. Bi-annually SAF Games
are organized among the SAARC countries.  This not only helps 1o
develop the players of this region up 1o intemational level but also o
eredite ai cordial and frendly relationship among the peoples of this

Fegiin

Ihere people’s participation and people to people cooperation al
differem levels plays an important role in achiey ing the goals of peace,
stabifity and development in the region.  Active cooperation in culiure
has also w direct bearing on the security and stability of the region.”!

South Asia is very rich in culural heritage and all the countries of
thes region are concerned that this should not be allowed 1o be swept
away by the western imperialist *mass culture,’ and SAARC is playing as
an effective device in this field by establishing culture CoOperation
among the countries within a common set of cultural realization,

Ihe culiural exchanges could help promote beter understanding.
But the states of this regional organization have their mdependent and
distinet cultures which could not be secrificed for the sake of cultural
oneness, Distinet cultural identities needs to be preserved for building 2
bridge between the states of the region

EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION

I is o early to comment whether SAARC is a complete success or
total failure as it is still in its experimental stage, although within the lasi
welve years SAARC bhas grown as an institution and its scope and
velume of cooperative have expanded.

Ihe Political mistrust, fear among the member states owards each
other and the bilateral problems are the main hindrances towards the st
progress and success of SAARC whether it is in the ficld of politics.
ceonomic development or eultural cooperation.



A0 Kesnath Awicens Speredion

Though the cold war has ended, the arms race between India and
Pakistan is still raging. This arms race between India and Pakistan and
some other political tension between the two countries and the bilateral
problems  between  India-Nepal India-Sri  Lanka, India-Bangladesh,
Pakistan-Bangladesh, threaten the functioming of SAARC. Even the
success of SAPTA depends to a greal extent upon solving these political
tensions in the region, Stll, SAARC is carrymg in its activities, though
with a very slow pace of progress when it is compared 10 other regional
bodies such as ASEAN or NAFTA. In some spheres its performance is
really frustrating, '

Poverty alleviation is a 1op priority for which the SAARC was
formed. Though SAARC has a plan of action for the children’s righits
and rights of the girl children, the girl children of this region are still lef
to misery and are sexually abused.

Howewver, it must be remembered that SAARC has survived iispite
the deep rooted mistrust among the member states. With such o
background, relatively slow pace of development is not a matier of
astomishment at all. Again it is to be mentioned that functionally and
pragmatically mentioned interaction spurred by membership m SAARC
have worked to decrease the source of tension, The process is o gradual
one requiring the searching oul of areas of common concerm and
“binding together those interests which are common, where they are
common and the extent to which they are common.™"

In this sphere, cultural exchange and cooperation among the SAARC
countries has played an effective role. It brought the people of this
region not only physically but also emotionally closer 1o each other,

Among the success of SAARC, SAPTA is regarded as a better
regional arrangements. Again it took ten vears for the menther states to
agree 1o such a beneficiary economic agreemen.

It 15 hoped that the new ideas and new concepls of SAPFTA and
SAFTA may be the means for breaking the deadlocks beft over from the
past, I new dynamism can be injected, SAARC may prove effective
organization of cooperation among the states in a number of felds
already outlined provided the core issues such as that of koashinir e
selthed.
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Health Status of the Rural Elderly and
their Socio - Economic Adjustment : A
Study of two Villages in Bangladesh

A KM SHAFIUL ISLAM
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INTRODUCTION

The plight of aging has now become recognized as a major social
problem in the society. In the developed counties, the clderly face a
number of personal problems © high rates of physical illness and
emotional difficultics, low status, lack of meaningful role in the seciety.
Similarly, in the developing countries, the elderly face a number of
personal, economic and somatic healih problems. Aging of hinman
population is a phenomenon reckoned with different connotations in
different countries and aging is a universal phenomenon in all human
socicties. Gening old is the result of the interplay of biological social,
psvchological and ecological factors. In the process of aging, the last
phase of it is considered as decline and death. The aged are one of the

A KM Shafiul Islom, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociolagy, Rajshahi Liniversify
Iaiiglsdiesl
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most vulnerable and high-risk groups in terms of health, behaviour and
SOCIO-ECanomic stalus in socicty.

The condition of the clderly is not only a mere function of 1l
relatively  immutable  biological charsacteristics but  alse  cultaral
charactenistics, which happen o be changing amt a rapid pace n
Bangladesh society. Generally, Bangladesh is a country of young society
but in demographic terms it is an aging society to indicate how the age
structure of Bangladesh society is changing (Sattar, 1996). There are o
number of ways by which the age structure can be shown. We can casily
Finel out the situation from the age structure of Bangladesh, Median are is
one of the simplest indicators of age structure, This is the age at which
the population of a society is divided into two parts : one half is younger,
ard the other half is elder than the median age,

The total population of Bangladesh as taken in the censuses on 1911,
1921, 1931, 1941, 1951, 19610, 1971, 1981, and 1991 indicate the
Bangladesh had alwavs a low median age with a range of 16 yvears w 19
vears {Rahim, 1969, Sattar, 1981, Kahir, 19947,

In developed and developing societics, one of the paradoxes of
progress in social legislation can be seen in a tendency of dependency,
The contest of dependency in old age. defined as low aecess 1o
resources, the distinction between access 10 individual and 1o family
eovironmental resources is made a main point, It is argued that cullures
stressang the value of individual independency promote dependency upon
individual resources. Modern livimg and the disappearance of extended
lamily set-up have resulted, as we know, in a tendency on the pan of
adult children 1o have households separate from those of their aging
parents. I most of the cases in Bangladesh, the elderly normally live in
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extended family; and the adult son gencrally lives in a separate
howsehold. This situation creates new physical and economic conditions
which Frequently require material and other resources excecding by far
those which would have been necessary if the aging person would have
comtined 1w live with ber or his children or a at least in their vicinity.
Again, there is a paradox in the situation in that this segregation of the
aged person from his children and increasingly from his community has
been advocated initially under the slogan of the preservation of
independence for the aged. Later, the image of the dependent is imposed
upon him, by those who actually have encouraged the aged person 1o
deprive himself of all or part of the means to stay independent.

In Bangladesh society, among the people, there is a greater number
of chronically ill and pantly disable person than that in the young aduli
group. This faet contributes further to the image of the aged as
dependents. However, it has been recently shown that this category of
the elderly represents only a relatively small pari of the aging populaton,
Further, the size of this group varies from country to country and within
countries according 1o the socio-economic and educational background
of the individual and the community to which he belongs,
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In demographic term, the relationship between the number of

persons with that of disable persons 15 indicated by the dependency ratio
which is usually constituted by the number of persons aged 60 or 63
vears and above per 100 persons of working age 15 10 39 or 64, Though
this percentage s normally wsed 1w denote the burdening of the
productive  population due 1o age consideration but in reality
developmg countries like Bangladesh many aged persons above 60 years
work hurd to earn their livelihood and many children under 13 vears do
various type of cconomically gamful works to support themselves and
their Tamily members. In 1911 the dependency mtio i Bangladesh was
(.82 which means that there were slightly less between the ages of 15
and 59, In 1961 their ratio was 1.07; in 1991 it had osen o 111 (Satar,
181, Kabvir, [WH),
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Rangladesh emerged as an independent country a few yesrs ago and
o its population structure is changing. 1t is said, the aging process and
us computation have started in this society recently, Beciuse of
reduction i fertility level and reduction in mi wtality level 1o be imvolved
e aging of apopubation it is dichotomized as (1) aging @1 the base due 1o
lertility reduction-the result of a stow-down of growth in the number of
persins it the bottom.of the age pyramid and (2) aging a1 the spex due 1w
reduction in mortality-the result of an acceleration of growth at the 1op
(UN 1956, Myers, 1990), The death rate in Bangladesh has rapidiy
leveled off at or just above 10 in the 19805 {BRS 1990 while the birth
rate has not come down so much either before the 19805 or in the 1980
332 0 1988 (BRS, 19900, As @ result expectation of life has increascil=-
(BES 19%0) and more and more persons have tendency 1o survive inlo
their advanced ages of life [ Sattar, 1994),

In & developing country like Bangladesh, the elderly issuc is vet to
recetve the desired momentum. This is however, the faet that the
proportion of 6l people has started showing an increasing trend. It is
estimated 10 go up from 4.4 per cent in 1951 to 7.5 per cent at the tum of
the end of the century (Statistica! Year Book ol Banengdaaclesly JONINF)
Phe estimates and projections made by the United Nations 1982 for the
aged and other groups during 1980-2000 show a phenomenal increase in
the 60+ persons in the Bangladesh population compared to the other age-
wroups. lopping not only the developed region but also near to the less
developed region { Tablel ).
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RESEARCH CONSIDERATION

The concept of health of the elderly is an imperan component of
aging problem. The concept of health and conversely. ill-health or illness
are cowaplex social constructions. There is no single concepl Ccommon 1o
all people and appropriate to all siwations. 1t s said, there is a wide
variety of aliernative and often-conflicting  definitions, So, Tor our
purpose we shall consider mainly the ill-health of he elderly 10
understand the health of the elderlv, At one extreme is what might be
deseribed as n onthodex discase moedel within ill-health 15 defined In
terms of the exisience of pathologies. and health is seen as the

-4
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ehmination of this pathologies (Walker, Phillipson, 1985), On the other
end of the spectrum, the cause of ill-health and the factors promofing
pood health are seen in terms of interaction between the individual and
his o her eiviromment,

According 1o the tradition of Bangladesh society, the elderly would
be dependent, mainly on their sons. The increase in the proportion of old
person in the population will necessarily bring about changes in the
socio-cconomic structure of the socicty. A major issue of the social
concern is the health status of the aged. After infants and children, old
peaple are the most vulnerable to morbidity and mortality as healil
impairment is a function of aging process. Further, the health related
problems and needs of this groups are different as well, Considering the
wereasing  tendency of the elderly in the coming years. a huge
infrastruciural development would become obvious necessary o lake
care of their health.

DATA SOURCES AND METHODS

This paper is based primarily on the data collected from two selected
villages namely Mordashpur under Bagmara Thana of Rajshahi district
and Brikasho under Gurudaspur Thana of Natore district. Apart froim
structured interviews on the subjects, informal discussion and in-depth
nterviews were also taken to collect relevant data. In the present study, a
sample of 48 elderly {male) from village Nordashpur and 50 elderly
imale) from Brikasho were chosen following the purposive sampling
procedure, Both structured and unstructured questionnaires were used for
mterviewing these respondents. It may be noted that age of an elderly in
present study is considered 35 vears and above. Historically the people of
Bangladesh are poveny stricken and their life expectancy had been very
low until recemly off 27 years, They had been (still today) poor vietims of
socio-cconomic calamities and deprivations. They usually cams their
livelibood through humble means. They had although been aloof from
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nutritional facilities and medical opporiunities. As 4 result in most cases
the process of aging stans, in fact, aller ther 50 years of age. keeping
this in mind the presem study consider the persons of 55+ years have
been considered as elderly people in the present siady.

ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE ELDERLY

Bangladesh is one of the most densely populated couniry in the
world, 1t is also one of the least mdustriolized and least urbanized
country in Asia. The vast majority (80%) of its population (some 88
milliond live in rural or semi-rurl areas (Payne, 1993), They poverty rale
{T0-80%) is extremely high and approximately 60 per cent ol ils
population are landless (Hug, 1983). The population of this country are
wholly or partly dependent on agriculiure and other rural eeonomic
activities. The economic condition of the clderly in the village
Mordashpur and Brikasho are not so l.‘,l.!u.‘ll.l for their living Thiey have
been facing severe economic hardship. Generally, the volume of mcoms
of the elderly is low as compared 10 younger people. As a resull, they
feel insecured--socially and economically. The elderly of the landless
Family are the worst suffer in income eaming, nuintion ntake and socil

s,

The rural economic condition provides a different scerario from the
urban elderly. As the lange number of elderly in rural areas 15
cconomically active due 10 their engagement in traditional agriculture
economy, their authority is well established through joint family system.
Rural elderly people in Bangladesh culire are regarded by such termas
procreator and care taker of progeny, head if the Timily. transmiter of
family traditions, norms and values, eic,

Nowadays. modemn education, modern means of livelihood, exposure
of the young members 1o urban and industrial areas, dnd their general
fascination towards change have brought changes in the attitudes and
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behaviour of young members. They now behave in different manner than
the raditional norms and values, Now they are not ready 1o follow the
trnditions. norms and values of joint family, So in the families under
transformations, clderly ave 1o sulfer many Kimds of pg-._-.hlq:nn siich as
coomodnie, health and others

Analvsis of the economic condition of the elderly of Nordashpur and
Brikasho reflects that 41.86 per cent of the elderly are s1ill responsible to
cam for themselves and their family (Table' 2). Actually only a few of
them (16.35%) feel that they are capable of doing economic activities or
other household works, Becanse they are financially solvent and their
mge category is 55-59 (Table 2). But 34.68 per cent of the lower class e
compelled to earn for sustaining themselves or their families {Tables 2
and 3.
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HEALTH STATUS AND AILMENT OF THE ELDERLY

Health and diseases are mseparably important while we are tilking
about ¢lderly. I is clear that the health problem is a kind of bamier to
social and economic condition and activities i every country, I is n
severe social problem in the third world. In the case of Bangladesh,
disgases are threatening 1o public health. Much serious type of disease
like malaria. diarchea, etc., has been found expanding its grip in recent
vears. These diseases become endemic in all over Bangladesh. The
picture of public health of this country 15 disappointing and miserable in
the absence of any promising measure taken by the government. Age is
considered to be an important factor of human health, In general sense,
voung age s comparatively better than old age. Growing old s not
considered 10 be a deviant factor of human life. It is normal, natural and
inevitable,

Majority of the respondemts has suffered from some illness ot least
for o week. The major complaints reported were ¢ (| ) muscular pain (2)
digestive problem (3) genéral weakness and (4) dental problems,

So far as the prevalence of chronic illness is concerned, 38.78 per
cent of the elderly are found 1o be affected at the time of survey, The
major discases are digestive problem, blood pressure, and chronie
dysentery, rheumatism (joint pain). A sizeable propornion {(42.84%) of
the patients were suffering for duration of more than § vears. Majonity
(63 27% of the respondents are still suffering from such discases

Age differentials among the patients of chronic illness are as follows.
Asthima is the imost prevalent chronic disease found where blood pressure
and digestive problems are also relatively common disease of the elderly.
Hearing problem, eye discases and chronic dysentery are the other
common problems associated with old age { Table %)
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TABLE 4

Competency of the Ebderly
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TABLE 7
Adjustment Pattern of the Elderly with their OfTsprings
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TABLEY
Type ol Hscascs af the Elderly
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Nevertheless, the elderly feel that they must adjust themselves with
the situation and seek medical supporis keeping with thewr cconomic
ability. In the dry scasons the rural elderly generally suffer from various
epidemic diseases like viral flu and diarthoeal diseases and in the winter
they suffer from common diseases like colds, bronchial/respiratory
problems and other illnesses.

It is important to note that almost 66 per cent of the elderly people
are suffering from various diseases. But they usually do not want to see a
doctor, It 15 observed that most of the elderly take some Kind of medicine
for their health problems. In any case when they get seriously ill they
normally tend 1o see quack doctors. However the quack doctors without
proper diagnosis-preseribe medicine like Paracitamol, Antacid, Painkiller
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and Anti-biotic. It is found from that 51.02 per cent of them had taken
trestment from the quack doctors and 31.63 per cent had taken treatment
from M.B.B.S doctors from Thana Health Care Center. Only 21.43 per
cent of the elderly are mainly suffering from heart diseases and blood
pressure. They had taken treatment under specialized doctors. In those
cases, i1 is found that the relatives of the patients have been living in
Rajshahi town who sometime bear the financial expenses for trealment.
The elderly of the village seldom visit qualified doctors excepting for the
cases of very serious health hazards. However, when they feel betler
improved they usually stop taking treatment from qualified doctors, In
some cases they tend to be fatalistic leaving their future upon the mercy
of the Almighty. Henee, disease is not the single Tactor causing health
problems of the elderly, economic constramnts, social and religious
attitudes are also important factors in this regard.

Ohbservations about the mental condition of the elderly tends to show
that many others are suffering from anxiety and depression of various
levels. Almost 66 per cent of them are suffering from anxiety and
depression. A number of factors like social, economic and physical are
found responsible for such anxiety and depression among the elderly.
About 22 per cent of the elderly aged above 69 feel that there depression
is caused by physical problems. Actually, rural people seem to believe
that it is quite normal for elderly to be sad. since they are approaching
the end of their lives, Hence, economic hardship, ill health and inability
are the common syadromes of the elderly, which are unavoidable at that
stage of life,

ADJUSTMENT AND RELATIONSHIP
WITH FAMILY MEMBERS

The life style of the elderly in the family depends upon ther
adjusiment with his own family members. The more cordial the relations
between the elderly and other family members, the betier be the hile
satisfaction of the elderly person. On the other hand, strained  relation in
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this regard makes life of the elderly miserable and distressed, The
adjustment pattern of the elderly with other younger members i their
family depends largely upon the norms, values and existing practices in
the society. Generally, this adjustment and relationship pattern is related
with the health and economic conditions of the elderly. The observation
of the study demonstrates that 33.66 per cent of the elderly feel very
unhappy, because of their poor health, disability for economic gainful
work and lack of wealth. They feel they are considered as burden of their
families. .

OFFSPRING

Children are the primary scurces of economic and mental support i
old age. In this study significant changes are observed in the relationship
is strained between them after 65, Early elderly (55-64), 4231 per cent
are satisfacted with their children and others. But elderly (43.48%) are
not satisfied with their offspring’s {Table-7).

A deterioration in inter-personal relationship between elderly (<63)
and offspring is seen 10 be higher among elderly (65+] than younger.
This may be due to greater dependence of the elderly after 63 age on
their children for the filfilment of various needs.

The observation of the study reveals that the relationships and
adjustment between generations have undergone substantial change and
modification. Actually care and social suppent provided for the elderly
by their children and other members are no longer a simple function of
the family relations as it was found before. Now it depends on personal
relations and closeness of the elderly with their younger members of
offspring.
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TABLE 10
Treatment Fattern af the Elderly
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TABLE 11
State of Mental Situation of the Elderly
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STATUS OOF THE ELDERLY IN THE FAMILY

In the context of Bangladesh society, the position of the elderly s
high and respectiul. Generally, they are helped and honoured by all the
meimbers i the family, For the crecinl matter i the family, it is smid that
elderly are assets not labilitics, But the situation s changing. Nowadays,
elderly have to suffer many kinds of problems such as financial capacity,
authority exercise, mental state, etc

The role of the etderly in decision-making selating to Anancial maner
of the study s the best indicator of the statws of the rural elderly i their
families, 1t 05 Tound that only 3571 per cent of the eldery can play o role
mn decision-making of their families whereas 21.43 per cent of them
cannol participate in this process. In this study sigmificam change s
ohserved i the participation on decision-making before and after 65
vears [ Tablel2).

Cienerally the clderly are traditional head of their families in the rural
arcas. Findings of the present study show that only 35.71 per cem of the
elderly are actual head of the family and 64.2%9 per cent clderly cannot
play vital role on decision-making. So, large proportion of the elderly are
nominal head of their families. Among those who are able 10 ke partial
role m decision making it 15 found that their decisions are related mainly
1o marmiage, purchase of some valuable goods selling of propenty clc
The elderly persons are cither consulted or simply informed about the
affairs of family, viz, marriage, purchase of some valuable goods,
selling of property. However those who play some role in decision
making about marriage, purchase of some valvable goods, selling of
property etc, in the family, it virtually appears as a matter of convention,
As a tradition in the rural society of Bangladesh, the young members
generally respect the elderly.

CONCLUSION

Although it is difficult 10 make generalization about the elderly in
rural Bangladesh from the study of two villages like this, the present
paper goes o long way towards the understanding of the status of health
and the adjustment pattern of the elderly in this country, [t is because of
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the faet that the situation concerngd with the elderly are generally similar
in all villages of Bangladesh.

The analysis make so far in this study, describes and demonstrates
the way in which proper use of gquestionnaing and observation lechnigues
lead 1o a better interpretation of measurement of different aspecis of the
aging problem in Bangladesh, These also guide ws to a decper
understanding on the issue. Our findings revealed that the economic
condition and social status of the elderly have gradually deteriorated and
the most of the elderly had 1o face economic hardship. It is to be
remembered however, that deterioration of health and other social
conditions are almost anonymously considered to be automatically
accompanied by old age.

Sociologically, the concept of the elderly connotes deterioration of
health and reduction of economic activities, group participation and
social interaction. Eventually, it creates a social problem. From this study
it is also clear that most of the elderly suffered from various health
problems and that their adjustment pattern with their family members
was not very smooth, The social condition of the elderly portrays their
marginal situation in the society. Therefore further empirical research
work must be carried out in order 1o increase our knowledge regarding
the different facets of problems of the elderly.,
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Social Security Systems of Hong
Kong, Singapore and Taiwan

LINA VYAS

Abarsire

Soctal Securily in the most congilen ard comtested prea af sl
poficy. Social secwrity provides (ncome during the ne income period
ar Jrlerruplions. Nocial Secarity ir cfasety fnked with .lhr_r|r.n-|_'p;;_| of
intclustrilization. Horg Koug, Singapore anst Taiwan are industeiafly
tie faxien! growing courteies am Asir bar vy hile haree beew
regrartedl abour their social secwrind peovisies The aim af iy puaimr
i fer evartore the effectiveness of the socif eIy syt in Moag
Kowg, Stngapore amd Taiwar, The question darisey ax fo whaf @ g
effecrive social security system” An effeciive ystem should te abie to
atolish peverty and provide social security to the efderly population
arvd nevly. To mearire ihe effectivencas of the xocial security noitem

Hie preaemt dochal secweihe sysiem of e Birer coumries Tove beew
sevirwed aud varlaus etlier aipecty exsmimed. These aspeclE dre-
antera of fommly structuee, pemennl-socind, soonosiie i preidical
cheracleriation, e aeed for sociol seewrily, and e devalapue sl
Rty and strategier af the difernit couitres

INTRODUCTION

Social Security is the most complex and comested arca of social
policy. Social security provides income during the no income period or
interruptions. Social security makes us do what we ought 10 do but would
not do if we are not forced to do. The global expansion of social security
was accompanied by widespread optimism that the problems of poveny
and deprivation would finally be eradicated. Social security programmes

Ms Lana Vyas, Department of Pablic and Sociol Administration, City University of
Hamnpg Kong
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offered the prospect of providing effective social protection against risks
that reduced, interrupted or terminated income. In societies the causes of
poverty were unemployment, disability, death, sickness, old age and
wage unemployment (Midgley. I19497). Social security promises o
maintain income during periods of need. It is 2 major instrument for the
reliel of poverty.

Social Security is closely linked with the process of industrializtion
It is believed that as a country steps towards industrialization, the socsal
security system develops. Hong Kong, Singapore and Taiwan are
industrially the fastest growing economies of Asia. So Impressive are
their economics and industrial achievements that they are termed as the
“Dragons of Asia” and studies have been made 1o account for their
successes (Chen, 1979). However, their attentions arc focused on
industrialization and the area of social security is neglected.

The aim of this paper is to examine the effectiveness of the social
security systems in Hong Kong, Singapore and Taiwan, The gquestion
arises as 1o what is an effective social security system? An effective
system should be able to abolish poverty and provide social security 1o
the elderly population and needy. To measure the effectiveness of the
social security system, the present social security system will be
reviewed and various other aspects examined. These aspects arepattem
of family structure, general-social, economic and political characteristics,
the need for social security and the development goals and sirategics of
the different countries,

Relief and assistance measures have existed in Hong Kong,
Singapore and Taiwan long before they were industrialized. In case of
Hong Kong, the government. in 1971, introduced a cash public
assistance scheme to puarantee 2 minimum living standard for needy
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residents; a similar scheme in Singapore has become a last resort for the
indigent. In Taiwan. no unified public assistance scheme was initially in
operation, and only the poor, sick, aged and disabled as well as those
suffering from natural disasters and calamities, are eligible for relicf and
other forms of support (Chow, 1988),

TARLE |

Social Security System in Hong Kong, Singapore, and Taiwan

FICIMNEG RO SIMNCGAPORE TAINWAN

Stafutory pibdic assistance.  Minimal public assistange,  Minimal pubbc assastance.

Spevial Allowance Centrnl  Provadent Fund  Labiosir s
findesed) fior the elderly | (compulsory notional  compulsory for nearly all
dizabled mving: employer B per  workers;,  employer  (405)

cend / emplosee 23 per cent  employee (175) | total 7 per
~Medisave (hospiiad bills) geil  |lumps  sum an
=housing deposits, et retinemicnl

-lusmp sum for anmuaty.

Source : Catherine Jomes, Howg Kong. Simgrpore, South Kowea, wnd Tanwean | (hkonomi
IWelfare Srares, 94

HONG KONG

Despite of Hong Kong's out standing economic achievements,
poverty and its threatened occurrence continue 1o be an impartant social
policy issue. Many have remained poor, especially the elderly. There is
increasing problem of single parent familics, sick, disabled and
uncmployed. Hong Kong's affluence points up the severity ol its
poverty. The housing for the poorest is restricted 1o less than 50sq. 1T, per
hiead. Possessions are few and social activity is minimal. The clderly,
who are majority of the poorest, live a very hard life, .

Social assistance in Hong Kong is facing potemial crisis as the
number of recipients grows and debates on the levels of allowance force
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1o be higher. In five years, expenditure on social security has risen from
one billion HK dollars 1o six billion (Brewer, 1997, p, 73.), The people
are now more willing 1o apply for assistance.

“The basic principle underlying the provision of socil security is
that it is the Government's responsibility 1o assist the disadvantaged
members of the society with financial or material assistance
appropriate (o their circumstances. The overall ohjective of social
security in Hong Kong is to provide for the basic and special needs
of the members in the community who are in need of Anancial or
miterial assistance.”

(The 5 Year Plan for Social Welfare Depariment in Hong Komg
1995, p.51)

Social Security in Hong Kong is tax funded and organized under
Social Welfare Department. The assistance is the only state social
security payvment of subsistence income. Public assistance in Hong Kong
is consciously and deliberately residual and is to be “concentrated on
those who are least able o help themselves, which means primarily those
invulnerable group-the elderly. the disabled and the poor (Hong Kong.
1977).

In 1971, the Hong Kong government introduced a means test Public
Assistance Scheme that would deliver benefits in cash, The provisions
were ol very beneficial. Those who were beyond working age, or
unable to work could apply” for the benefits provided by this scheme.
There was an inclusion of the registered unemployved later. This scheme
was renamed in 1993 as the Compensation Social Security Assistance.
All those in financial need are eligible, including those in employment at
low earning, but recipients of assistance were mainly old.

For the poor of Hong Kong, a very restricted assistance scheme is the
only source of social assistance. The families find it difficult 1o support
the elders duc to changed lifestyles and increased expenditures. This has
broughi the old in a more desperate situation.
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TARLE 2

Expenditure on Social Assilance

PAACSSA Expenditure is

b= Expendilure on PACSESA
(HKSm) Fercentage of Totnl Sosciol
Welfars Expenditun:
F90- ] I6h.5
F A2 1136 6.4
1952491 REL 18,0
L ERE 2043 266
1994-95 M7 ]
1945-540 4216 200

Source © Meng Komg Anrmued Epest of Sratiaies {Yanous years),

The Table 2 shows that the expenditure of the CSSA has risen, The
number of people receiving assistance too has increased. If judged by the
wealth and income levels of the community, the pavment rates ane low,
The Basic rate feoam Apnl 1996 is HKS 1615 per month up 10 the age of
59 and HKS 1935 for those 60-69, with higher rates ro those over 70 and
those with disabilities { Brewer, 1997).

Social Security Allowance 15 given to the old and disabled, The
Accident Compensation Scheme consists of emergency relief services.

The employer has to provide to the labour, labour protection, which
covers severance pavments, industrial injuries, sick pay, ecte. The
povernment gives tax allowance for children caring for elderly parents.
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TABLE 3

Social Security Schemes in Hong Kong

Prisprammics

Eligihke Hevipiens

854 Sedieniv

Social Secunty Allvwance Scheme
Marmal (ld Ape Allowsnge
Murmal Dsahility Allowance

Higher [hsabaliy Allvwancoe

* 4

Acoident Compensalion Schems
Emergency Kol
Crundnal omd Law Enlorcemeni Injuries

Compensation Scheme

Vectested. Any person sliose imcome and

resairees are below the prescribed level

Ay Persan nged d8-08

Any Persan aged 70 or mone

Any sey :'nl:l;-. disabded person

Amy sevenely disghled persan reguiring

conslant alendance

Any wictim of natural and oiher disasices.
Ary person injuned. disabled or Killed due 1o

n erime of vipglened or law enforoement

Fradfic  Accudent  Vietbms  Assestaice  Any viciom ol o rrallie sociden.
Seheme
Sodree @ Hrewer, B Mocpherson, 5. "Poverdy el Social Security,” Socil Padicy v

Misag Kong, Edwand Elgar, LK 1997

STRENGHTS OF HONG KONG SOCIAL
SECURITY SYSTEM

Hong Kong social security guarantees a basic hiving standard for its
citizens. It has assumed the responsibility of the state while maintaining
the philosophy of non-intervention and low taxation, Social security in
Hong Kong is a safety net for those who are unable 1o support
themselves, It has a rather comprehensive coverage with independent
appeal, e.g.. C55A, Accident Compensation Scheme, Criminal and Law
Enforcement Scheme. The social security policy is a policy of minimuem
expenditure,” minimum  intervention in the market. It provides wih
immediate assistance,
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ARE THE SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEME
EFFECTIVE ?

Hong Kong social security system has not developed as much as
expected becaunse of various reasons. The government is reluctant to
believe that it is less possible for the family 1o support with the existing
strong family network. There is the fear of dependency (real or stated)
and self-reliance if there is a very effective social assistance system,

The government has not provided retirement benefits for the retirees,
There is a proposal for the MPF, which will be implemehted by 2000,
but there are likely problems and questions. Hong Kong has already got a
big aging society. There will be a problem for the next twenty years cven
if the MPF gets going: there will be pressure to help the current clderly.
Secondly there is no provision for the non-working, No doubt, in the
future, it will be a very successful scheme, provided that there is no
inflation and the stock market does well or else inflation will eat up the
value. The scheme has defined contributions but has not defined benefits,
More cover, in a place like Hong Kong where there are contract works
and there 1= po puarantee of job security, the benefits will not be much.

The CS5A no doubt exists but its philosophy is residual, deterrent
and stigmatizing. The level ol assistance provided is not enough for a
modest standard of living. The recipients spend up 1o 70 per cent of the
assistance on food, IF adequate assistance is given, only 30 per cent
should be spent on food. There is absence if 100 per cent coverage of the
scheme, People in need, who are entitled, but do not claim i
{MacPherson),

International survey of retirement benefits in 20 countries in early
19905 rated Hong Kong as the worst, It is very unusual Tor a country like
Hong Kong with an extensive level of development to have no universal
retirement proteciion.,
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Many people in Hong Kong are below the poverty line. Research
suggests that continuance of poverty in Hong Kong on a significant
scale. 10 per cent to 14 per cent of the population is in poverty
{ MacPherson, 1997).

The government has left maternity and sickness to employers. These
benefits depend on the market position of the employers.

SINGAPORE

In 1953, the colonial government set up the Central Provident Fund
{CPF) which was a state-funded compulsory saving scheme and it took
over the then .existing public and many private pension schemes.
Singapore's social security system through its Central Provident Fund
has gone beyond old age provisions. A British legacy, this fully funded
CPF scheme has been refined into an all-purpose package for home
ownership, medical, local t'm'tiar:.I education and asset ownership. It has
become a life-long provision through a perifolio of continuous managed
investment { Choon, [996).

In Singapore, social policy is not separated from the economic
policy. The CPF accumulates capital that in turn has multiple positive
effects, both social and economic, for houscholds and the nation as a
whole, CPF sccounts are used for a wide range of social and economic
purposes including retirement security, home ownership, medical care,
life and health insurance, education and several types of investments,
The key characteristics of CPF are @ (1) individual account; {2) defined
contnbutions (rather than defined benefits); (3) funded accounts (rather
than “pay as you go"}; (4) partitioned accounts with funds segregated for
different purposes; (5) complete probability of benefits from one
emplover 1o another (Midgley, 1997), Members have fully owned
accounts, backed by government reserves, and the accumulated money
can be used, within stated puidelines, for a variety of social and

CCONOMIc PUrposes.
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There are wvartous schemes under the CPF oand a summery
observation will be useful :

Providemt Fund (1955) : Poverly incidence among the aged in
Singapore is disproportionately high. The major ohjective is to build
up enough saving 10 sustain the member retirement, It also provides
the family partial support in case of death or permanent incapability,

Public Housing (1968) : This permits a withdrawal before the age of
fifty-five for the purchase of public housing. This helps most of the
Singaporeans o own their own properties.

Singapore Buy Service Shares (1978) : Government officia Is decided
to take over several small bus companies and combine them into a
maore efficient publicly traded company. CPF members were allowed
to use their accounts 1o purchase the shares.

Residential Properties (1981) : This scheme enabled the Singa-
poreans 1o buy private residential properiics.

Hame Protection (1981) : This was a compulsory morigage-reducing
plan that protected the families from loss of their home after the
death or disability of the member.

Medisave {1984) : This contributes towards the health care of the
member. Medisave is the world's only national programme using
individual saving accounts for health Coverage.

frvestment (1986) : CPF funds could be used in the Singapore stock

matrket.

Non Restdential Properties (1986) This was designed for the use of
purchasing, Commercial properties as an  aclive or passive
investment,
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TABLE 4
Central Provident Fund Scheme
CPF Seheme Data Introduced — Social Objective Policy Mechanism
Provident fund 1954 Retirement mnd Fnddividaal saving
Family sceuriiy
Public Housang 1968 Hioisamg amd Hume ownership
inyesimen
Sengapore Bis 197K Inwestmaat and Share ownership
Services Transportain
Resideritial Propertics 1492 Housing and Huomse tumership
Inwvestnwent
Home Protection IR Farmily Security [naurance
Company Welflarism 19%3 Companics  decide  Pooled fangd = CahTIpany
Mrough Employes” an wse of fand level
Contrebutior
Medisave | SEd Bcalth Care Individual Saving and
lrl-lru-l'u.miJ; Transier
Mon-Residentiol R Investment Property Ownership
Froperties
Investimen 1586 Investmens Property Ownership
Mendmuns Sum 957 Retirement Secwrity  Forced  Annuity  and
Irtrm-faamily Transier
Dependent Prodection 1950 Fasmily secusity Insurunce
Fducation 1989 Teniary Education  Loon  aid  indra-fim il
suppart
Medisheild LU Health Care Insurnmee
Shases Top-Lip 103 Invesimeni Marching grant for

Secarity Chwnership

Soiiree : Midgley, 1, M

« Alterruntives io Soctal Secwrtty, Auburn House. London, 1997
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Mimimgem Sum ( 1987) : This scheme was a forced annuity that seeks
to ensure that CPF members have a small but steady income after the
age of sixty.

Ecfuconion {1989) : This allows to use 40 per cent of the investable
saving to pay for their own or their children’s tertiary education.

Dependent Provection {1989) © This was introduced as an optional
life insurance scheme. [t provides for supervisor’s benefits in case of
permanent 1otal disability or death of primary income-eamer before
the age of fifty-five. It provides a fixed sum of 330,000 1w the
survivors of the insured.

Inclustrial Injuries Programme : The act requires all employers 10
take out policies with private insurance companies for all the manual
workers and those non-manual workers carning less than 51200,
excluding casual workers, out workers and domestic servants. The
maximum an minimum amounts pavable in case of permanent
incapability are $105,000 and 535,000 respectively.

Meishiefd (1990) : Medishicld is designed as low-cost catastrophic
illness insurance, giving extended iliness coverage to members and
their dependents.

Thus it is seen that the CPF provided with a variety of income
maintenance programmes, children’s allowance, and health care
programmes. Apart from the CPF Singapore have other social security
programmes.

Public Assistance : Public Assistance is very restricted and provides
low benefits, This caters 1o the poor, nol covered by other income
maintenance programmes. However, it is available only to those who
are old, disabled, chronically ill or vagrant. The public assistance rate
is currently set at $140 per month for o single person, 3270 for a
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family of three adults and $345 for o family of one adult and fwo
children. The employable poor are assisted with an interest-free loan
1o start their own business. The Public Assistance rates for more than
ene-person houscholds are abour 25 per cent lower than what the
government considers as the MHE-minimum household expenditure
{Bamesh, 1997 p-1.97).

Fax Refief : The povemment provided tax relief 10 clderly to
hcourage them to continue working after retirement, Ihose between
35 and 39 vears of age enjoy tax relief of $3000 and those ahove 60,
a relief of $4000 on their earned income, A tax reliel of $3500 is
given for supporting  each  elderly parenis/grandparents  and
handicapped siblings. Tax relief was also provided on employer and
employee contributions to CPF an interest and withdrawals,

Employers : The emplover has 1o provide industrial occupational
injury coverage and provide other benefits, e.g.. sick pay.

Crenverstment encouragement 1o Semily : Maintenance of Parents Act
enforced on st June 1996, cnables parents 1o take legal action
against children who fail to support them., “Encouraging families 1o
aAssume greater responsibility in looking after their less fortunate
members is an archstone of the government’s social strategy™.
(Ramesh, 1992 p.1101),

STRENGTHS OF SOCIAL SECURITY
IN SINGAPORE

The main strength of provident fund mechanism is that it does not

mvolve expenditure from the government treasury and even more

importantly, mobilizes saving at low cost, which can be used for

developmem purposes. In many respects the CPF has been successhl

multiple policy purposes are itegrated into single system: bureaucracy is
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kept minimum, participants feel empowered by possessing CPF funds;
vast majority of Singaporeans have their own houses; Medisave has
helped to contain healthcare costs; and a great deal of capital has been
accumulated, which in turn has had positive macroeconomic effects. The
social security in Singapore has been able to achieve aims of welfare as
well as security. The government has been able 1o successfully organize
and deliver social security through CPF, which is a comprehensive and
centralized scheme. It covers retirement, housing, health, sickness, and
avoids over lapping. It has a positive socio-economic impact. It helps in
the accumulation of wealth and inculcates a sense of social security
among the citizens. The scheme has a positive psychological and security
impact. It helps in preserving family and community ties. 1t empowers
the individual to make free choice.

HOW EFFECTIVE IS SOCIAL SECURITY
IN SINGAPORE?

The strategy of confining a minimal role of the state for social
security and giving importance o private agencics does have ils merils.
Mo doubt that the low state spending in Singapore has permitted low
taxes which have encouraged foreign investment. Bul offsetiing these
virtues there are serious limitations with respect to adequacy and equity
or even feasibility in the long run. There are many views regarding the
role of the state in providing social security.. “Social Security is still
looked upon in Singapore as a costly burden which should as far as
possible remain the responsibility of the individual” (Queisser, 1991,
p.133). “Singapore government's long term strategy is 1o confine the role
of the siate in social security to the minimum while expanding the
family, community and emplover as provider of voluntary social
pratection.” (Keng Lee, 1997,p.29).

Though CPF is a compulsory saving scheme, only 70 per cent of the
total population are covered, This scheme is not applicable for the self
employed. This does not cover part time, temporary contract, foreign
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workers and unemployed. These people have 1o depend on the residual
assistance scheme. There are questions about how adequately it covers
for the retirement. In the mid-80s seven in ten people over the age of
fifty-five relied on their families and only | per cent used CPF as the
main source of retirement incomse (Asher, 1998). Many people nearing
relirement have low balances and expectation of life is high and Fising.
An estimate is that one in five men and one is three women reaching age
of 60 in 2000 will have no CPF. {Ramesh, 1992, p. 1095),

Generally, the success of CPE depends on—steady income, len gth of
retirement, successful investment, rate of inflatjon during contribution
period and during retirement, how lump-sums withdraw at the age of 53
are used, how much is withdrawn career to fund other benefits, eg.,
housing education. While analysis of the real rate of return is hampered
by lack of a consumer price index tailored to the needs of the elderly,
available evidence certainly indicate that for the bulk of the thirty years
between 1961 and 1990 the real rate of return {nominal interest paid on
CPF balances minus the published consumer price index figures) have
been positive. There is however. a margin of error, as a sustained lagging
of nominal rate behind the rate of inflation reley ant lo the spending necds
of the elderly could mean Iack of inflation protection in this area
(Asher, [993),

The contributions of the CPF are high (20 per cem) and cause
problems to some lower paid workers though the poorest are exempted,
The tax concessions on contributions for employers and emplovees give
benefit to the better off, the poor loose out on i1, The scheme offers least
tor those who need it the most. It s just concerned with past saving and
has nothing 10 do with needs, It does not address the problems of those
working for low-paying jobs that do not allow them 10 save for
interruptions or income loss. Privatization of medical services has made
them expensive and out of the reach of the poor,
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The efMectiveness of family as a social security mechanism in the
modern world is questionable. There may be cases when a person has no
family or else the family is poor o look after them,

Employer provided benefits oo depends on the market position of
the company. People working for small companies are often given a few
benefis.

Singapore has the second fastest increase in aging in the world
Elderly women are particularly at the risk of poverty as they have shorter
working lives and lower pay and thus smaller saving in CPF.

TAIWAN

Taiwan was one of the firsts w0 imtroduce the socinl security
programmes in South East Asia, It had a comprehensive social security
plan. It should be however remembered that the present government in
Taiwan once ruled the whole of China and the idea of setting up a social
insurance scheme was first contemplated before Second World War as a
political gesture to provide for the people a basic living (Chow, [988)
Thus the labour insurance scheme was introduced in 1930 when the
government had just setiled dows in Taivwan, at 8 time when industrial
development was only a1 the rudimentary stage, It covered only a few
occupations and was not operating nationally Gl 1958, 1t was further
expanded in 1988, The first active legislation about social insurance was
the Military Servicemen’s Insurance Law. “lindoubledly the mast
remarkable welfare measure that was established under the regulation of
the siate and covered more people than the other.” (Ku, p. 30). By 1980,
there were the three major systems of social msurance, namely, miliary
servicemen, government emplovees, and  laborers, which covered
maternity, death, sickness, industmal angury, old age disabilay. The mole
of the government in labowr insurance was that of a regulater rather than
a Mnancier. In 1995, the National Health lnsurance progrimme wais
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introduced, and the welfare systemn had more than fourteen different
programmes, for which ministers of the cenral government and
provincial were responsible, although virtually of them were health
INSUFANCE PrOgrammes, (Goodman, 1997), In 1997, contributions of 6.5
per cent — 11 per cent of the salary cost were shared in the ratio employer
70 per cent emplovees 20 per cent government 10 per cent. Labour
Insurance coversT.6 million workers aged 15-60 in establishment with 5+
workers. The Labour Standards Law 1984, proved as a turning point in
the employer-employee relationship, It laid down that the employer pay
2 per cent 15 per cent of their employee's total aggregate wages into a
wige retirement fund, The employees loose the benefits if they leave the
company before the age of 55 or heave less than |5 years of service,

Prior to 1980, social assistance was considered as a local
responsibility and was very residual. It was intended to be for needs
arising form sickness and injury and if a family member could not pay,
this assistance was provided. The recipients constitted of 0.5 per cent of
the population. Social security was supposed 10 be the responsibility of
the family,

NATIONAL PENSION INSURANCE

Since the establishment of the Mational Health Insurance in 1995,
Taiwan has been trying to establish an institutional welfare system, in
which the National Pension scheme is under construction and should be
released by 2000,

The birth of National Pension Insurance is caused by demo-
cratization. In 1993 the Democratic Progressive Party put pressure on
Kuomintang and put forward the White Paper on Social Welfare. One of
the proposals mentioned was for a universal social insurance scheme to
inelude pension, unemplovment benefit and family allowances. In 1904,
the KMT"s Guiding Principles of Social Policy included proposals for a
financially in dependent social insurance scheme.



Social Security Systems of Hong Kong, Singapore and Taiwan 87
TABLE 3
Coversge of Major Wellare Schemes in Postwar Taiwan
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In 1995, the Council for Economic Planning and Development
published a planning report on the development of a national pension
scheme. It was proposed that the pension was o compulsory social
insurance funded by contributions by employer and employee. The self-
emploved and non-working  dependants must pay full contribution
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themselves. The low-income houscholds  are exempted  from  the
contributions. The pension was to be flat rate and for the full pension
amount one was to contribute for 40 yvears. The pension scheme was state
run, but there was a provision to privatization in the future, Basically
there was no government subsidy or only administration cost but may
make a small contribation 1o benefiis expendilure

HOW EFFECTIVE IS SOCIAL SECURITY
IN TAIWAN?

The labour insurance covered 35 per cent of the population and by
19594, nearly 60 per cent of the population was covered by one insurance
scheme or another. The coverage of risk in Taiwan is not very exlensive.
There is no unemployment benefit and income for the ald 1ill the
National Pension Insurance Scheme is implemented. The present benefits
are enjoyed only by one third of the population. The social assistance is
limited, e.g., family means tested and is very low, The benefits are
mainly focused on ex-military personnel and civil servants. The others
dir not benefit much from the assistance. The overall expenditure on the
social security is very low, It comprises of only I per cent - 2.5 per cemt
of the GDP. The government's expenditure on social security was 8 per
cent — 9 per cent and was increased 1o 14 per cent in 1996 by the
National Health Insurance. The Mational Pension Insurance, which is to
be mtroduced, 100 is not free from problems. It js employment based and
has no provision for the others. Moreover it takes 40 years of service 1o
be entitled full pension amount.

Afier examining the presenmt social securily provisions in Hong
kong. Singapore and Taiwan, the assessment on the provisions will be
made o measure the effectiveness. To sum up, in the development of
social security in the three countries, il js noteworthy that (o) public
assistance still comprises as an essential pan, if not the major part of the
soctal security system; (5) different forms of social sec urity are operating
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though social insurance appears to be gaining pepularity; () the old are
stll mot provided with proper assistance; (o) compensation for work
injury are the first formal social security scheme introduced.

A few further comments can be made regarding the similaritics and
differences between the social security programmes [or the three
countries.  First, all the three countries have provision for social
assistance, only the Public Assistance Scheme in Hong Kong guarantees
a basic living for its recipients and the allowance is revised with
accordance with the cost of living. Second none of the three countries
have been able to provide an old age pension. The CPF in Singapore, and
Labour Insurance Scheme in Taiwan only provide lump sum amounts
and there is no provision for pension in Hong Kong till the
implementation of the MPE, In Hong Kong citizens are presently given
old age allowance. Third provision for survivors or dependents meeting
with disability or death are inadequate. Fourth, in Hong Kong and
Singapore, the areas of sickness and maternity are the responsibility of
the employer, though, medical care is provided by government hospitals
and clinics. In Taiwan the burden of providing medical and maternity
benelits are solely on the employer. Filth, no unemployment benefits is
available in the three countries though severance payments are paid to

redundant workers in Hong Kong and Singapore.

In short leoking at the different social security systems as a whole, it

i5 evident that the provisions in general lack comprehensiveness.

ASSESSSMENT OF PERFORMANCE OF
SOCIAL SECURITY

The assessment of the social security systemis in the three places will
be made according to (1) extent of poverty they managed 1o reduce; and
(2} the extent of income redistribution cffecied
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. Eradication of Poverty

Compared with the other countries in Asia, the three under
examination are more affluent and the people on the whole are enjoying
good standards of living. Though measures have been taken 1o drive out
poverty, it still exists in Hong Kong, Singapore and Taiwan,

In Hong Kong a great number of peaple are receiving public
assistance but poverty still exists. Since the majority of the people
receiving assistance are lonely elderly persons, this may be the
consequence of their not having retirement benefits. According 1o a
survey using the relative standard method 1o define poverty, about |3 per
cent of the households in Hong Kong are 1o be estimated 10 be living in
poverty (Chow, 1982). According to the 1995 Household Expenditure
Survey data at least 139,500 houscholds not in receipt of social
assistance are in poverty. This 15 at least FT5,000 people, 192,000 in
private housing and 183,000 in public housing. The current social
assistance (CSSA) rates are below the calculated minimum acceptable
levels, and so these numbers must be added those people in CSSA
houscholds - about 200,000, Thus the overall estimate of the number of
people in poverty is at least 535,000 and rising (MacPherson, 1997),

In Singapore, despite the fact that the government has worked hard
to provide a congenial living environmeni for its people, the allowance
give 1o the poor through Public Assistance Scheme is meager. There are
only a few people receiving this assistance. According 10 the
government’s estimate, about 12 per cent of the families in Singapore gel
a monthly income of less than $500 which means that they are living
below the poverty line (Chow, 1988),

The measure of poverty in Taiwan is difficult as about hall the
population lives in villages. Estimates of poverty carried out in Taiwan,
however, indicate that there has been marked improvement in recent
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years as the number had dropped form 54.1 per cent of the population in
1967 to 6.1 per cent in 1976 (Liao, 1982). Such reduction is remarkable
but the measurement has to be confined to a subsistence level of living.

In short even though there have been efforts of providing assistance
and basic needs in the three countries, there exist 5 per cent to 15 per
cent of the population who are barely making ends meet.

2. Redistribution of Incomes

The CPF in Singapore involves the highest outlay of resources as
centribution rates are as high as 50 per cent of employee’s salaries. The
fund is only a saving scheme, and very little redistribution of income is
effected between different income classes (Kaye, 1984} The Labour
Insurance Scheme in Taiwan has greater redistribution functions as it
adopts “pooling of risks” principle. However the contribution rate is low
as compared to social insurance schemes of other countries, amounting
to no more tham 8 per cent of employees” salaries from both employers

and emplovee,

The government’s expenditure on social security present in all three
counties 15 very low portion of their total budget. In Hong Kong where
non-means-tested allowances are provided for the aged and disabled, the
annual expenditure on social security has stayed within 3 per cent of the
entire budget. Thus the redistnbution of income effected is rather

mimmal.
CONCLUSION

After examining the different social security systems in Hong Kong
singapore and Taiwan several observations have been made. Firxi, even

T U T T A S Ao
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though these three countrics have been rapidly growing industrial places,
their social security systems are backward and under developed. Second,
poverty still exists in three places and public assistance or emergency
reljel remains the most common measure to reduce suffering of the poor.
Third, the government expenditure in the three places amounts 1o a very
small percentage. Forrh, provision for old age is most neglected in the
three places. Fifth all tvpes of social security methods including, public
assistance, CPF, social insurance. have no indication that any of them
will become the dominant measure in the near future,

As for future developments, the prospects do not seem 1o as bright as
one might expect them o be. The hindrance lies in the fact that social
security is only assigned a remedial function in the three countries and is
never used as dn instrument to achieve more lofty aims and goals, such
as the ereation of & more just and Fair society,
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Book Review

Electoral Poliiics in Pakistan Nertfowl Assembly
Elections 1993 Repori aof SAARC, NGO Observers
International Centre for Ethnic Studies, Sri Lanka,
published, Mew Delhi, 1995,

Price : Rs, 225,

On’ 18th July 1993, President Ghulam Ishag Khan, advised by Frime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, dissolved the Assembly and the Elections were
held on 6ih and 9th October 1993. Forty-one persons from all walks of
life reached Karachi on 30th September 1993, After visiting 236 polling
cations and 54 constituencies and a large number of people from
different fields, they drew Report on the 1993 Elections, though it had
isswred previously an Interim Report at Lahore on Tth October 1993,

By keeping a yard stick in view to measure the elections as to
whether they were held in a fair and frec manner, it stated ; Has the Care-
taker Giovernment acted in a fair and impartial manner? Was an up-to-
date FElectoral Register maintained? Was there any violence,
intimidation, undue influence and bribery used? Was there any inordinate
delay in reporting results? Was there a vigilant impartial media? The
administration and the police have an important part to play in the
Elections. Were they fair 1o all the political parties? Were the clection
laws enforced without discrimation™

After setting out a criteria to adjuge the Elections of 1993, the Repori
describes “Democracy in Pakistan.” It draws a dismissal picture of civil
and military rule in Pakistan before the Elections of 1993 but concludes :
“It i% a testimony to the people of Pakistan that their faith in democracy
has not been undermined by their historical experience.”

On the Pre-clection Environment, the political development is
recapitulated. The 38 (2) B provision of the Constitution of 1973 was
resorted 1o, The dismissal of the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, was,
however, reversed by the Supreme Judiciary, yet the political system
could not run smoothly and both the Prime Minister and the President
had 1o make room as was arranged through the intervention of the Army
Chief Abdul Waheed Kakar, But the Elections were held during the
Presidency of Ghulam Ishag Khan,

The Electoral Process - Legal and Administrative Aspects had been
examined. Arrangements had been assured whether these were adequate
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to ensure the holding of elections honestly and Justly and free from
corrupt practices.

Separate Electorates were questioned, but the history of the creation
of Pakistan does not easily admit a change in favour of joint electorate.
The role of the Army was appreciated, but it was comended that the
excessive dependence of the clectoral machinery on the Army would
“derogate from autonomy of the electoral process.”

The elections are an important event in the democratic life of o
nation.  Though Pakistan witnessed quick elections over a shor period,
but that indicated that this is the only test to the legitimacy of a
govermment. |, K. Gujral {Former Minister of External Affairs) and Inter
the Prime Minister of India was also one of the members of the Ohserver
Mission,

Elections in the developing states are always controversial and the
charge of rigging is easily levelled. The lesson this Report offers is that
an Interim Government, with a neutral election machinery backed by the
Army, could hold fair and free elections. Independent observers could
vouch safe their impartiality if the elections are not stolen.  For
discussion on the women and the election process, the Report feels that
women in Pakistan are not adequately encouraged to participate in the
elections.

The Report comes out with a clear statement @ “The management of
the clections appeared satisfactory and without any serious ncident and
fraud.”

The voter turmout was very low. The Care-taker Government was
responsible for creating the conditions “for fair and free elections.” The
Armed Forces also helped to maintain peace and order in the country and
their role was not objected to by the political parties. Only MOM
{Mahajir Qaumi Movement) of Alal Hussain boyeotted the elections.
These observations were made affer gathering data from all over the
country.

The Report emphasized that in elections in future women should alsa
be included in the Observation Mission to facilitate s task. It also
proposed that the political agent of the candidates should be given
trining to do their job better. The silver lining of the Repard is that
elections could be held in a fair and free manner.

Dir. M. Aslam Qureshi



Statements
SOUTH ASIAN REGIONAL COOPERATION

January to June, 1997

STC GOVERNING BOARD MEETS
IN KATHANDU

Kathmandu, Nepal : January 7-8, 1997

The Governing Board of the SAARC Tuberculosis Centre (STC) met
at its annual meeting in Kathmandu on January 7-8, 1997 and reviewed
progress i the implementation of the activities of the Cenire during
1996, It also finalised the work programme of the Centre for 199708,

The meeting noted that a number of activitics aimed at prevention
and control of Tuberculosis in the region were organized during the year.
TllE!f relate 1o human resource dﬂ'ﬂcll:l-pm:em. crealing grealer AWareness
of TB control measures, co-ordination of TR control efforts between the
government and private sector, improving the quality contral of Anti-TB
drugs. A number of personnel involved in TB control programmes were
mtroduced to Pilot Demonstration Areas and greatly benefited thorough
participation at joint-training programmes, covering relevant areas. The
STC quarterly News Lemter provides important information on iis
activities and developments in the arca of TB control.

The short-term activities in the Work Programme for [997-98
mclude a training programme on strengthening 1EC activities with
special emphasis on TB and HIV 10 be held in India, a workshop relating
to research on TB and HIV in SAARC Coumtries, a five-day training of
trainers for TH Programme Managers in the Maldives, and a seminar on

These Statements have been selected by Syed Karim Haider, Pakisian Study Centre,
Duaid--Azamn Campus, University of the Punjab Lahare.
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socio-anthropological research studies in the field of Tuberculosis
conducted in the member countries. In addition a number of imporant
studies are expected to be conducted during the vear 1997-9%,

The meeting was inaugurated by Minister for Health of Nepal, Arjun
Marsiingh K.C, who in s inaugural address highlighted the need for
enhanced co-operation among the Member States for prevention and
control to Tuberculosis and expressed confidence that collective and
concerted effors from Member Countries 1.l.-||| be able to help in tacking
this problem effectively.

The Meeting was attended by the Goveming Board Members of
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Mepal and Pakistan. Director
Kunzang C. Mamgyel represented the SAARC Secretarial.

The Sixth CGoverning Board Meeting was followed by a Seminar on
Pilot Demonstration Aréas of TB Control in SAARC Member States on
January 9-10, 1997 10 exchange experience gained by implementing the
revised strategy o TB Control in these areas.

The SAARC Tuberculosis Centre is also engaged in Compilation of
Tuberculosis control Manual in addition to preparation of a mullet-
centrie study of Primary drugs resistance in the member countries.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
CONSUMER PROTECTION

New Delhi, India : January 22-24, 1997

An International Conference on Consumer Protection was organized
Jontly by the United Mations, Consumers International Regional Office
for Asia and the Pacific (CIROAP) and the Consumer Unity and Trust
Society (CUTS) in New Delhi on January 22--24, 1997, The Conference
inter=alfa, dwelt on the UN gudelines for consiimer prodection, the
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policies and  the strategies o ke them forward  locally  and
internationally, sustainable development and the role of consumer
organization  environmental concerms, eie. Dunng the Conference,
vanous Workshops were organeed 1w discuss specific subjects, like
meeting safety standards; alarming imbalances and consumer interests;
regional and intemational co-operation in consumer protection; ensuring
access to basic needs; defending conswmer rights, ete. The delepates
welcomed the proposal of CI-ROAP to draft a Model Law on Consumer
Protection for Asia. The SAARC Secretarial was represented at the
Conference by Director Ashok K. Attri, who addressed the Workshop on
Regional and International Co-operation in Consumer Protection. A
United Approach and the plenary Session on 24th January 1997,

SAARC SECRETARIAT PARTICIPATES IN
THE TWELFTH INDIAN ENGINEERING TRADE FAIR

MNew Delhi, India ;: February 9-15, 1997

The SAARC Secretanat participated in the 12th Indian Engincering
Trade Fair (IETF) organized by the Confederation of indian Industry
(CIy at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi on February 9-15, 1997 with Japan
as the Partner Country. The Information Stall put up by the SAARC
Secretarial atl the Fair displayed a collection of important photographs
depicting the various milestones in the SAARC process. The
Publications of the Secretariat as well as literature of SAARC were also
made available a1 the Secretariat Stall. The efforts of SAARC Secretarmal
in putting up the display and providing information on the activities of
SAARC were widely appreciated by the visitors, The visitors particularly
from business and trading communities greatly benefited  from
mformation on the products covered under SAPTA and also the
measures being taken by SAARC to achieve the target of South Asian
Free Tende Arca. The Foreign Minister of Mepal, Dr. Prakash Chandra
Lohani visited the SAARC stall on [ 5th February 1997,
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The Fair, participated by around 2000 Exhibitors and spread over 18
Halls of Pragati Maidan, was inaugurated on $th February 1997 by the
President of India, Die. 5.0, Sharma, Kichi Mivieawa, the fonmer Prime
Minister of Japan was the Guest of Honour.

SECRETARY-GENERAL VISITS
MALE", TOKY O AND BELIING

Male’s Maldives : February 15-17, 1997

At the invitation of the World Tourism Chrganization {WTO) and the
Coverniment of ihe Maldves, Secretary-General, Nocem U7 Hasan
attended the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Townsm  and
Environment held in Male™ from February 15-17, 1997, The Secretary-
Cieneral was accompanied by Director Ahmed Latheef,

With the fruitful outcome of the meetings in Male', Sceretary-
General headed towards Tokvo for consultations with the Jopanese
Government an the working of the SAARC-Japan Special Fund with a
view [o improving the effectivencss and expansion of the activities under
the Fund. The Secretary-General in his discussions with the Japancse
officials was accompamied by Director, SAARC Secretariat Tahir Igbal
Bunt and national focal poimts, who also gathered m Tokvo ot the
mvitation of the Government of Japan under the programmie of activitics
covered by Component all of the Fund.

Secretary-General during his visit 1o Tokyo was also received by
Masaliko Komura, State Secretary for Foreign AfTairs and Yasuo
Fukuda. Member of Parlisment of Liberal Democratic Parny of Japan
His other sctivities in Tokyo included visits to the Japan Chamber of
Commerce and Indusiry: Sony Media World; and Kerdanren.

This was followed by a visit 10 Beijing by the Seeretary-General al
the invitation of the Chinese Govermment for 1alks on the proposed
Semnar on SAARC-China Co-operation to be held in the Chinese
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Capital some time this year, In this connection, Secretary-General held
discussions with the officials of the Chinese Institute of Foreign Affairs,
who, on behalf of the Chinese Government will be co-ordinating the
arrangements for holding of the Seminar with the participation of all the
SAARC Member States,

During his visit to Beijing, Secretary-General also called on
Assistant Foreign Minister Chen Jian, His other engagements in the city
included a wur of the Forbidden City and the Great Wall of Chima.

O his way back home, Secretary-Oeneral made a stop-over in
Bangkok aind paid calls on Saro) Chavanavirat, Permanent Secretary for
Foreign AfTairs of Thailand and Adrianus Mooy, Executive Sceretary of
ESCAP in Bangkok and exchanged views on matiers of mutual interest,

While in the capital the Secretary-General also held extensive
discussions with the Maldivian officials on maters pertaining to the
Minth SAARC Summit which the Maldives would be hosting during the
month of May this year.

SAPTA COMMITTEE OF PARTICIPANTS MEETS
Kathmandu, Nepal : Fehruary 25-26, 1997

The SAPTA Committee of Participants, established under Article 9
of the Agreement on SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA), reviewed progress in the implememation of the SAPTA
Agreement and finalized the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Commitiee.
This was the first meetmg of the Commitiee held at the SAARC
Secretariat, Kathmandu on February 25-26, 1997,

The Committee felt that wider publicity be given to the National
Schedules of Concessions among the business community in each
Contracting State to enable it to derive maximum benefit under SAPTA
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Agreement. The Committee held in-depth deliberations on the uniform
format of Cenificate of Origin. I was agreed tha Bangladesh will
prepare a sample Centificate of Origin with the agreed specifications and
circulate the same 1o the Conteacting States by end of March 1997, It was
also agreed that the uniform Centificate of Origin would be adopted in all
the Contracting States by end of June 1997, All Countries would then
supply country-wise data about imports from other SAARC countries
under SAPTA and outside SAPTA as per approved formats,

The future meetings of the Committee-would be held by rotation in
Contracting States in alphabetical order. The next Mecting would be held
in Bangladesh the current Chairperson of the Committee. latest by March
1093,

The Meeting was opened by Ashok K Attri, Director, SAARC
Secretaniat and chaired by Ghulam Rahman, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Commerce of Bangladesh. Representatives of all the SAARC Member
Countries participated al the Meeting,

VISITORS TO SAARC SECRETARIAT
Fairly a large number of resident Heads o,
Diplomatic Missions and International Organizations
visited the SAARC sceretariat during the months of
January and February, 1997,

Michel Cadieux. Counsellor at the Canadian Cooperation Office in
Kathmandu called on the Secretary-General 1o discuss proposed
SAARC-CIDA. Memorandum of  Understanding (MOU). This was
followed by the call on the Secretary-General by Lloyed Barnaby Smith,
Hritish Ambassador 1o Nepal, who during their meeting exchanged views
on matters of mutual interest. Urban Jonson, Regional Director of
UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia based in Kathmandu also paid a
courtesy call on the Secretary-General during this period as part of
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regular internction between SAARC and UNICEF. Another visitor was
Zhang Jivhuan, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Nepal
who conveyed the invitation of his Government to Secretary-General 10
visit Beijing in convection with the proposed SAARC-CHINA Seminar
in Beijing this year.

Another distinguished personality paying a courtesy call on the
Secretary-General during the period under review was M. Mcgeever,
Ambassador of European Commission based in New Delli. Secrelary-
Cieneral and the visiting Ambassador had a fruitful exchange of views on
the SAARC-EU Co-operation. It may be recalled that the SAARC and
EL entered into a co-operative relationship in July last year.

The Director SAARC Tuberculosis Centre (STC) in Kathmandu,
Dirgha Sing Bam also called on the Secretary-General during this period.
The Director briefed the Secretary-Cieneral about the on-going activities
of STC, while the Secretary-General apprised him of the decision of the
Standing Committee to conduct a review on the working and
reorganization of the Regional Centres.

Interaction between the Secretary-General and the media people also
figured in the Secretariat’s activities during this period, Those meetings
the Secretary-General were Dharma  Adhikary, Chief Reporier of
Samachar Patra and Amit Dhakal, Reporter of Everest Herald, both
published in Nepal, who interviewed Secretary-Cieneral on broad range
of issues concerning SAARC,

Other visitors during the months of January and February included
M. Amanullah Khan, Programme Coordinator of UNDCP, whe paid a
farewell call on the Seeretary-General; Jorg Breur, Manager-Corporate
of BMW Company, Germany;, B. B. [eoja Director-General,
Department of Civil Aviation, HMG of Nepal; Sur Bir Poudel, Lecturer
at Centre for Economic Development and Administration (CEDA),
Tribhwvan University, Nepal; and Ken Shah, Member, Nepalese Bridge
Association who called on the Secretary-General on separate occasions.
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Events
SOUTH ASIAN REGION
January to June 1997
BANGLADIESH

Prime Miniser of Bopglsdesh, Hasina Wagid, acccpled mnvitation o
wisil Isdamabad in March 1o take part in the Organization of lslamic
Conference (ONC) Summit

Banglodeshi Parliament declared the coumry’s ounder president
Sheikh Mujib-us-Rehman as the constitationally recognieed “Father
af the Natin,”

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) mitiated ks with like-
minded political parties 1o launch natenal wide agitalion agins ihe
povermeni.

Prime  Mimisier of Bangladesh, Hasima Waghd. =sid that her
Government would press ahend with reforms 1o incrcase trade und
inveslnicnl.

Presideit Fidel Ramos of Phalipping arrived [¥haka of the start of @
ihree-day state, wisl

Foreign Ministcr, ol Hanglodesh, Abslus Suimal Asmd, tevmesd his
wisht i Pakision ax visit “fraigiu] and ssiceessial’

Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Hosing Wagid, decided 10 continue os
Awami League Chiel,

This Chropslogy has been prepared by Abdul Majid. Cendre for South Asian Studics
Chunid-i-Aam Campus, Universaty of the Punjab Lahare.
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The 23year friendshap treaty bevween Indin and Bangladesh expired
o madnight of Manch 15,

Frime Minister Sheikh Hosina Wajnd of Bangladesh  rejected
eeppsitien s demand chit Bangladeshs electinms Chiel be sacked

Primse Mimuster of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hosinn Wajsl, was re-chocied
unopgised s Pressdont of the Awarm League 31 the pany s Triennind
Matimal Council

INE A

Acomding to s Foreign Oilkce spokesman. Fakistan warned tha the
development of a surface by mir Trishul Missle by Indid swould
sxcalate tension Belween the Soumb Asuan Mations

Dhuring 3 weckly bricling, a spokesman for the Ministry of Farcign
Affairs expressed concemn ot the growing nalilery  cooperation
between bsrnel amd Indma gressing that bath were nuclesr eapable
stales il haoth have had histoeseally messy nelationship with ther
respechive neighboarng countrics.

Indizn Minisiry of efence alleged that o pilotless Pakison aircroit
imiruded inde Indian airspace and the Indian air force firead ae i after
the aircrall entered Indian airspace over the Western Region ol Bl

Fakisian's  High Commissioner o India Rior Khekhar  was
surmmngd 1o ke Indinn Ministry of Forcign Al where New
[xelbi's edficial profest was conveyed b him over whad i elainsed ihe
intrusion ol its airspacs By o pilotless plane.

Pakistan®s Ministry of Defence denied & claim by New Delhi thot o
palatless Pakistan aircralt hod meruded ee bndian airpoce

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawiz Shanl, shile replying to a lefter
fraim Biks Indian counterpan HLD. Deve Gowda, congrstulusing m on
his pssumption of office, proposed Forcign Seerctary lesel talks
between Pakistan dmd Dnalia in March 1o pave the way for on early
siemamil meeting. However, Prime Minisier Muhamenad Nawae Sharifl
emphasiead than il talks would kave o tackle the thomy issue of
Kashmir
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A Forcigm Office spokesman sakd in Islomabad that Pakistan was
ready in segile the issue of demilitarization of Siachen in accondance
with the Simla Agreemeni. He fusther said thar Pakistan hoad resched
an agreement with Indin on ihe Siachen ssue in 1989, but regrened
ilint Mew Diglhi later rencped on i

Acconding bt a report of United Mews of Indsa (UM}, the Dnsdian
Minisier For Exiemal Alfairs, Inder Kumar Gujeal, in a letier 1o his
Fakistani counterpart Gohar Ayub Khan agreed to resume inlks with
Fukistan a1 the level of senior officials later this momth.

The Foreign Office announced i Islamabad that Foreign Secretarics
of Pakistan and Indig would meat in New Delhi from 285 16 315t
Bl arch

Brslinn Mimister for Extemal Affaiss Inder Kumar Gujral said in Sew
[kelhi thot tslks with Pakistan from 28th 1o 315t March would sddress
all isswes of mulunl congm,

The British Fareign Office Minister Micholars Bonsor, in 5 staiesment
tssued in London, welcomed the decision by Pakistan and India o
resume widesrunging tnlks that were suspended misie than thoee vears
ago as relations between the reghonal rivals deferiorsted. He said,
“This is o positive siep by the two povernmants on wiilch we bope
ey can build fenber,”

UN Secretary—Greneral Koli Annan expressed the hope that the
farthcoming meeting between Makistan and Indian “will pave the way
for a meaningful dinkogue pimed at resolving all cutstanding issues
between the fwo countries.”

Indlian Minister for External Affairs Inder Kumar Gujrnd said in New
[elhi that Indiam Prime Menister 113, Deve Gowda would meci
Prime Minister Mubammad Nawaz Shanl during the SAARC susmnit
schedubed to be held in Maldives this vear. He pave no further details
af the ugenda for lalks

Iniian Minister for External Aftuirs Inder Kumar Gujeal sand m Now
elhi that the forbeoming pesce tolks with Pakistan could bemefin
from the example st by New Delhi's border negotialions with China.
He fanther sasd, "o two sovereign nations can agree 100 per cent 1o
other person's point of view ™
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Warcli 15 A Fireign Office spokesmam said i Islamghad that Pokistan as o
poodwill gesture would release 3% Indion children who were
apprehended when baals tresspassed into Pakistan's territonal waters.
The spokesman further sasd the “umilateral pesre™ made on
humanalizrian consklertion wes simed al creating conpenaal climate
fior the upeomaing Forcign sceeetary bevel Lalis sghediled Trom 28R 1o
50t Mlarch in Mew Delhi,

I Forcign Minister of Pakistan Gohar Ayub Rhan sasd o [sdaiaha
that the proposed higher levxl mestings between Pakistan and India
depended on a positive outcome of the lalks the foreign secretarss of
the o countrics were schedulod o hold in New Delhi from 28t e
31 Masch

{7 Relinble source twld DAY that New Dklhi was relising vbsas o
Pakistani Officinls who inend 1o visil Indian for prisaie purpines
lndin wanted Pakistami Officials 1w directly coniact the Indian
Embassy for visas instead of roting the request through Pakistan®s
Mimisiry of Foreigh Aflairs

15 Talking to Mewsmen in lslamabad. Prige Minister Muhammad
Mawaz Sharif said there would be po compromise over nalional
imterests during the forthooming forcign seeretaries level talks wilh
idin. Me Funber said that all isees incloding Siachen would be
govered during the talks

19 A Fareign Office spokesman sakl in Islamabad that Pakistan would
go inte next woek's crucial wlks with India “with an open and
soere frame of mind™ 1o seile all disputes. The spokesman furtber
exid that, “we hope W discuss all outstanding issucs during the talks
mncluding Kashmir, We are nol thinking of agrecisants af ke presci
fime We will probably staet by deciding on an agenda and furmal for
discmssiong

20 Inadian Minister for Fxternal Allairs fnder Kumar Gugral announced
in Partiamen in Mew Delbi it Tndin haed cased traved sestriction s
I*ak istani mationals and had offered other congessions as o gooadwall
pesture on 1 ¢ve of next week's foneign secrelaries level talks

2 A Farcign Ofiee spokesman wld DA0N i [skamahad that the
govermmen wis rendy e rebease all Tndian fshing boals, troslers and
ihels vrews sared in Pokisiani erriterial saters provided Indd o

reciprisald
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Indian President Shamkas [Dagal Sharma and Primse Minsster 003,
Gowda i their greetings and best wishes to President Faroog Ahmad
Khan Laghan son the ocension of Pakistan [hay cspressed ibeir
keenness o promate rendly relationship and goodwill betvween the
Ty ovandrcs.

In an imlervigw wilb dzion dge in Mew Delhi, Indian Miniser for
Estemal Affairs Inder Bumar Gugral made i clear thar be did not
cxpect “dramatic” results from the forbooning forcign secretnries
bevel 1alks, paved the way for Pakistan and India =10 leam 1o live as
close friends and neighbours ™ He sdded that Indin was approaching
the talks in @ “very constructive pnd positive way,”

Talkinp 1o newsmen in Bdnmabad Prime Minister Mubammasd Nawae
Sharil samd thal Pokiston wes willisg to discuss nuclesr non-
pradiferntion with India =i the later se desires™ He further sl
“[halogue is 3 must, we cannod move abcad without 5. you comnot
ihink of resolving rsucs beltween the two countnes withowi "

Prexident Fareag Ahmed Khan Laghan sawd an Isbansbad 1hot
Pakistan was never rebuctant W hove ks wih Indin proviged these
were “meanmglul”. He further sl “There are many owlsianding
issiees hebween the two sides bul Kashmir remaing the core issoes”

Pakistan-Indin Foreigm Secretaries bevel falks bepan i Mew Dhelhi
after a gap of three yedars with the Kashmir dispute high on ihe
agendn. Foreign Secreiary Shamshad Ahmad represented Pakistan o
the talks, while his cousterpari Salman Haider led the Indian

 delegation.

Pakistan and India ended four dayvs af Foreign Secretnries level talks
aimed ai reducing fension und agreed io meel agam o lsfamabad. A
Joiat staement msued afler the tafks in Mew Delhi sid, “The twa
Forcign Secretorees discussed all outstanding sSsugs of concdim b
hoth sides in o frank, cordial amd construclive manner.”

According 1o officinl ssorces Pakistan  soughl  confirmalion of
reponied concessions and eeloxstbons offered by Imdio b Pakistoni
Visits

Bricling newsman o Fakistan Foreign Office spokeaman alfimmed tha
Pakistan hod farib i the positive owicome of the fecent meeting 10
Mew Dethi between the Foselgn Secreiarics of Pakistan and India 1
denbsl that there was a breakdown in talks anad said (B Pakistan
expocied o making a movernent on all outsiamding issecs
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During his visih 10 India, UN Secretsn-General Kofi Annan
spplagded recent effens o smoothen relagions i the region il
welcomed the recent resumplion of high kevel talks between Pakistan
and India. He urged the two countries 1o continise the talks

Talking to reparters in Islamabad, Foecign Secremry  hamshal
Ahmad said that Prime Ministers of Pakistan and India would meet in
Maldives where the Ninth South Asian Asseclation for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) Summit was due 1o take place,

Talkimg 1o newsmen i New Dell] Foreign Mmister Gohar Ayuh
Khan said that Pakistan had entered inio dunlogue with India with the
hope that i would lead 0 resolving all the outsianding issues
including Kashmir. He further said thar a siep byitep approach was
the most pragmatic and practical way to move farward in narmalizing
relations with India He hoped that Indin would show pusilive
Ecstures 1o this end by reducing the level of forces in the Indisn-held
Kashmir.

Talking 10 newsmen in Karachi, Farzign Minister Gokar Ayub Khan
termed his mesting with his Indian counterpart in Mew Db
congeninl and parn of an ice-breaking process. However, be said that
Pakistan would ot take any step in isolstion. He said that they
discussed all issues including the case of Kashmir and ngreed that on
humanitarsan grounds all detained fishing crew and vessels would be
expeditiously exchanged and the question of the rebease of bser
civilian prisoners would also be considered lavourghly,

Al the Annual Session of the Confederation of Indian Indusirics {CIny
in MNew Dedhi, Indian MFrime Ministier [nder Kumar Gujral expressed
his optimism that his country would succeed in improving relatbons
with Fakistan especially afier resumption of the stalled Foreign
Secretaries level malks.

Talking 1o newsmen in Lahore, Prime Minister Muhamamd Nowar
Shanf zaid that Pakistan valued Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Laugral desire 1o rexolve the outstanding prablems between the two
countries and would respond it very positively

Pakisinn dismissed ihe proposal made by Indian Minkster for Defence
Mulayam Singh Yadav for a confederation amang Bangladesh,
Indian and Pakistan. A Foreign Office spokesman said that the idea
of confederation was ot of place now as the two countries did not
have even normal relations and they should pay mare ancalion to
problems plaguing thelr Hes
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While speaking nt Rajyva Sabha § Upper Hisuse) in New Delhi, Indian
Prime Minister Imnder  Kitar Gujral sdd that Indin would noi
sacrifice its natbonal security and imtcgrily in o bid 10 improve thes
with Pakistan. e further said that the Indian povernment was
kecping an eye on the octivities of Pakistom's  [nier-Services
Intelligence (150 agency in Inadin,

While talking 1o the mediomen during his visit to Maldives, Fureign
Minkster Gohar Ayub Khan said that the forthcoming meding of
Prime Minister Muhammad Mawae Sharif and his Indian CORIeErD
Inder Kumar Gujral wiuild beeak the ice over the Kashmir lssue and
hoped there woilil be na mare wars between Pakistan and India

In & mesting Male” Prime Minisier Mubammad Nawas Shanl and
Indian Prime Minisier Inder Kumar Gusjral, agreed 1o sl b jaint
working groups 1o nesolve all outstanding issucs including thse
Kashmir dispute,

While giving an interview 10 Reuters Television in Male' Prime
Minister Mubammsd Nawae Shanf said that be waos confidem hu
India would agree 1o discuss the future of the Indion-held Kashmir in
bilateral talks and he urged India to withdraw its trisips fram the
Valley. He expressed his satisfaclion ihat he and Indian rime
Minister Inder Kumar Gugral had agreed 1o set up a telephone hat line
between them,

Talking 1o repenicrs in Islamabsd. Prinse Minister SMibammod Nawaz
Sharif said that o breakihrough had been achieved in jalks with fis
Indian counterpart Inder” Kumar Ciujral 1o resolve the Kashmir
dispuite through peaceful means. Mr. Nawae Sharif further said that
Inclian Premicr agreed that Kashmir was o disputed terriary which
nezded 1o be resolved theough continued cansultations and that both
sides were unnocessarily spending o bt of moncy on defence which
should be cul dovamn,

While aildressing the Rujya Sabha, the Indian Minister of State for
Law and Justice Ramakant Khalsp claimed in New Delbi thai 54
Indian prisonces of war (POWs) from the 1965 and 1971 wars e
being held in Pakistan despite Islemabad®s repeated deninl
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Speaking in Parliament, Indian Prime Minister nder K umar Ciugral
said in New Delhi that his landmark talks with Pakistan's Prime
Minister Mubammad Mowaz Sharif in the Maldives were o first st
in putting bilateral dislogue on the right track. He further said that the
Foreign Sccretaries of Pakistan and India would meet once again in
be near future to work out the basis an which fulure dialogue could
be held

Indian Minister for Fower 5. Venugopalschari announced in
Bangalore that India would buy 3,000 megawatts of choctricity from
Pakistan and Sri Lanka

While salking to reporters in Islamabad Prime Minisier Mubinmmad
Mawar Sharif confirmed that his Indian counterpart Inder Kumar
Gujral had expressed desire to buy 3.000 megawaits eleciricity from
Pakistan. However he said that o present there was not sufficient
supply avadlable.

The Forelgn Office summoned the scting High Commissioner of
India and lodged a strong protess over the violations of Pakistan's
girspace by an Indian Air Force afreraft on 27th May. He was
informed that the intrasion was a violation of intemational law also
of a bilateral agreement between Pakistan and India on prevention of
arspace violaions

While talking to DA MY Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub Khan sabd, in
Islamabad, that Pokistan was analyzing the viodation of s nirspace,
however, he said, *1 don’t know why has this specific instance come
about while talks between ihe two countrics are dioc on June 19,7

A spokesman for the Indion Ministry of Defence denied i New
Delhi that any Indian aircrafl Aew into Pakisiani airgace on 2Tk
Muay. The spokesman further sccused Pakistan of having repeatedly
viodaled Indinm akrspace since 1995

Pakistan expressed “serious concern™ ai the deplovment of medium-
range ballistic Prabvi Missiles by lndia near Pakistan's borders and
sxid i reserved the right to lake measures for iis seourity. A stalement
issued by the Foreign Ofice in Ishamabad said, “The deployment of
Prithwi Missiles entails o qualitsiive change ' the  secury
eavironment in South Asin asd could irigger o damgerus hallistic
urens mce in the reghon,”
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Speaking at the Maval Waor Callege in Lalore the Chiel of the Army
Staff Creneral Jehangir Karamat said Pakistan would have no option
But wr go shead with the develophsent of indigenous capability 1o
maich the Indinh missile threat, in the absence of asssirances from (e
world community

Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral denled in Pune that the
country had deployed surfsce misiles on its border with Pakisian,
Mr. Gujral, speaking at & press eonference afler the Indian Air Force
tfivelbed s new Russian-built Sukhoi-30 ME jet Aghters said, “We
have pod deployed the missile as misleadingly reparted ™

Military officials ssid in Islamabad that Pakistan and Indian border
puards in Kashmir eschanged fire beaving o Pakisiani Rangers
DifTicer dead ond unknown casualtics on the Indian side.

Foreign Minister Gohar Ayub Khan said in Islomabad that the recent
Indian sctions would ool condribuie o moves simed & improving
relations, bul would heighten tension between the two countries and
choud the peace process. He sl these actions included airspace
violations, deplayment of Prithvi Missiles near Pakistan's borders,
acquisition of latest Russian-made Sukhod-30MK  bomber-fighters
and killing of a Pakistani Major at Sialkot border due 1o Indian firing.

Foreigm Minister Gohar Ayub Khan said in Islamabad thas Pakistan
was conveying s concern over the deployment of Prithyi Missiles
near its borders to the international community and the permanent
imembers af the UM Security Coungil,

A Forcign Office spokesman sid in [slamabad that Foseign
Secretnries of Pakistzn and India will meet from 198 i 23rd June o
resume lalks which they had nitintsd in March this vear in New
[helhi for improving relations by resolving all bilaeral dispates.

An Indian Army Official denied reponts in Jamnwy that Pakisian had
deplayed Chinese M-Il Missiles close 1o the border near the troubled
slate af Kashmir

Speaking at the summit of Developing-Eight (D-8) countrics, Prime
Minister Muhammad MNowar Sharlf said thet be was deeply
concerved abowt the deployment of Prithvi Missiles by India nliag
the border with Pakistan,
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Accodrdbig tie a report of the Press Trust of India, the India‘s Army
Chigl Giemeral Shankar Foy Chowdhary accused Pakistan of placing
missiles on its border and densed ibnt Imdin bhad dene the same. He
alsn sand thal Indea bad o 'pllm of mawving oul froops from the
Siachen Glacier,

The Chomrman of Natweal Asscmbly's Standimg Commiliee on
Defence. Colenel (Retd.) Serwar Cheemna, said in lslamabad thai
Pakistan has an answer o nearly all the Indian missilss, bul
lslamahad did nof boast of the way Mesw Dhelhi adsl

A Faoreign Office statement -said that Prime Minister buihammad
Mawar Sharll snd Indian Prime Minisiee Inder Komas Gujral
resedved fo normalize strained ties between the two countnies as the
Foreign Secretarics lewel talks begen in Islamabail.

The Forcign Secretanes af Pakistan and 1adia held two bosirs of talks
in Fslamabad simed ot normalizing bilateral relations.

The spokesman for the Indo-Pokisian Forsign Secretaries sasd
Islamabad thas ealks “erysiallized more than 30 per cent kleas on
various isswes” He further said, “COn the whale there bas been a
forward movemeni loday™ adding the ialks were hell in a condeal

abmisphere.

President Farooq Abmed Khan Lehari and Prume  Minister
Muhamimsd MNawaz Sharif, while meeting [ndian Foreign Secretary
Salman Haider called for “avoiding negative foon” so 2 mM to
“witiaic” the atmosphere for dialopue. They huweser, expressed their
satisfaction with the ongoing talks.

The Fergign Secretarics of Pakistan amd India on the conclusion of
the thind session im Musee said they were close 1o on agreement and a
poant stmement would be issued at the end of the Tinal round of ks

Irdinn Foreign Socretary Salmzn Haider said im New Delhi that ialks
wath Pakistan “should not be treated Like a boxing match ™ He aggusd
thas imssetings were not ahisut confrontation and that people should
have realistic expeclalims

Pakistan Foreign Office an lshamabad expressed dismay ot ibhe [ndian
Foreign Soorctary's statement i Mew Delhi pboul the recent
pgreement in Dslomabad reganding the finure alks on lammu and
Kashmir dispute and haped that any aitempt al this stage o prejudpe
or prejudice the gventual task would be avalded. Indian Foncign
Secretary in & siatemen in Mew Delbi had sad “Yes e Rave agnesd
b discuss, not Kashmie dispite, but issues related 9 Jamm aisd
koashuimir in the joint working group.
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Il wrged Pakestan and Russia to follow s besd in revealing details
of its chembcal weapon stockpile &5 part of an (nbotnational treaty,

According 10 an anmowuncemenl by the Indian High Commission in
lsdnmabad, Indin had lberalized visa proceduzes for Pakistani
nationals, easing travel for besimessmwen, pourmalots, swidents amd
mrfisis and incressing the number of cilics they could visd from eighi
1o Bl e

Fieeipgn Minister Gohar Ayub Khan jold the Senate in [slamaabad thal
Pakistan had ncither signed a secret deal with Indin nor B was
wriding weak signals to New Delhi He further said tha i1 was a bag
diplomaiic achicvement for Fakisian that the Jammu and Kashmir
dispuie ksl been ploced on the agenda of talks hetween Fakistan amd
India for the frst teme. Indian Mimster of Defence Ml,l'l._"rw Singh
Yadaw said in Mew Dhelhi that Indinp would not slow down it defence
readimess despite effors fe improve relations with Pakistan,

Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral sasd thal New Delhi woulbd
ot swirender 1S “deterrent socurity aptions” while theiving for warld
pesce. In & television imterview, Gujral said, “India had remained a
peacelul nation, but we have also proved in the last 50 years that if
somchody dared pouch s, we should hive ihe copacity 10 resis.”

NEPAL

Mepal would apply 16 join the World Trade Organization (WTO) to
beniefit from concessions awvailable o its least developed member
counlmes.

Five people were killed and two injured in a clash belween suspecied
Maoist guerilles and police in easlem Mepal

MWepalese Prime Minister Sher Bahadir Dewba came under furiber
pressure loflowing the resignation of sis Cabinet Ministers from his

ruling Mepali Congress Party (NCP),

The Mepal Communist Pasty (United Marxist and Leninist) sgreed
with a Hightist Fany fo form o new coalition Govemment afler
failing Lo make & bicakibhrough in lalks with the former ruling party.
KOP-MUL General Seorclary Madhay Kumas Mepal saiid,
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SAARC

Profl. Bamenr Pubin of Columbia University said thas NI 1cam, &
grup of the South Asinn Association for Reginnal Cooperation
ISAARC) nations would seon e coming Lo Pakistan te manitor (ke
elections February 3, 1997,

Robin Raphel 1S, Assistant Secretary of State for Souh Asia, said
that American Fresident Bill Clinton was likely 1w give greater
atlention fo South Asia during his second term,

The United States administration during President Bill Clinton's
seomnd tenm, is expected fn ciinge Bsclf further in South Asia

A group of non-government election ehservers made up of prominent
jourmalist, fomer  bureaucrats,  peademics, poficymakers  amd
piliticinns from the SAARC countries of Bangladesh, Indian. Nepal
and S¢i Lankn arvived Pakissan,

The 4 member non-government election observers group from
SAARC which was in the city called on Sindh Governas The Group
also met members of major political parties in Sindh pelling on

February 3, 1997,

The concept of a sub-regronal Coapernlion group among four South
Asian countrics was likely 1o be finalised on Apal 2, following ihe
three day meeting of Foreign Secreiaries of the Cosntiies in
Kathinandu,

I was stated thai 0 SAARC network (o promate fresh and Trward
booking ideas and options an conilicts which effected life, relations
aned stahility in the region had been seq up, The network was an
outcame of the residential workshop on sounees of conflict in South
Asian ethmicity, refugees, enviromment, crganized by the Colombo-
based Regional Cenre for Stralegic Studics with ihe purtnerslip of
Friedrich Nawmann Stilhng

Indean Forcign Secrctory, Saluman Hiider said that India is secking o
Earopean style cconomde union jn South Asts despite oppesiion 1o
o5 frming a block with Bangludesh, Wiatan snd Nepal

The MNimh SAARC sumimnit begine. The Prime Minisier of Pakistan,
Indin, Hanglsdesh, Sr §anka, Nepal and King of Bhutan reachesd
Mabdives
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Prime Minister Muhammad Mavwar Sharil said he = delermmed 1o
comtbnse the peace process with Irsdea so that all sut-standing msues
can be addressed.

S Lamkan Presdent Chandnka Kuamarstunga blamed a lock of
palitical workd among Seuth Aszan lesders for the poirr perfonmange
of tbeer regional grouping  Kumamtunga okl the summil of the
seven, the number Smith Astan Assscintion for Regional Couperation
(SAARLC) Bere,

The Mimh SAARC Summit concluded in Male' (Saldives) with the
adoption of o declaration by \he panicipating Mends of Sante and
ChvvErmmaend.

SRI LANKA

Sm Lanka Secunty Forees lost Fal soldiers killed when Tamil Tiger
gueritlns altncked two key military bases in the nenh of (Be couslry
shicre 350 Rebels also died, Defende Mmestry reporied.

Sn Lankan Pressdent Chandrika Kumaratunpa saldd, her Governmsont
woisld restructuge and selb seven privatized Govermment entenprisss it

repossessed catlior this week duc 1o alleged mismanagement

Sri Lanks newspaper has appeeciabed the recend enocimsnl of a
“frecdam of miformation”™ Law by the Pakisgan goverment o enable
public and nesxdin 10 have free oecess o governmeil documenls and
wikod os leadership to “follow Pokistani example”, ~The dfand
Caobumbo,” that the law was of tremeimlows significance 1o thind world
countrics ke 50 Lanka,

The Defence Minister reported that the Government forces lasinched
o masive aflensive agninst the besd guamers of Tamil Viger goorillas
in northern Son Lanka

The Defence Minister said in o statemsent it 10800 Tamal Bebels were
killed whem the Sn Lanka Navy sank @ dogen tiger guenilln cndl
during a lerce batile.

i Lanka's Forvign Minister said that his countey declined am ol
by visiting Palestinean beader Yasar Arfil i mediste 6 seillemeim ol
ihe country’s v out dlmde war il Bud kilbed more thoe 3400
people
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It was suated that the Sri Lanka siopped giving financial aid 1o Taril
refugees in nonbern welfare cemres and began supplyang food m bis
to persunde them 1o return to (heir homes.

The Sri Lankan Government's bid 10 ¢xercise cantrol over privase
Television and Radio siations had mer with served resitange. The
oppasition  Uniled National Party (UNP) and & dosen other
orgamizations  have challenged o the Supreme Courl  {he
constitutional validity of the Sri Lanka broadcasting autharity bill.

Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger guerrillas, who once fought Indian security
forces. had asked India’s new Prime Minister Inder Kumsar Gujral 10
suppart thesr campaign for o separate stute. In & belter o Ciupral,
LTTE said tha the plight minority of Tamils in S Lanka was
“despernte” and called for his “eamest attention. ™

3ni Lankan troops captured a Tamils” stronghald as they persuaded o
massive offensive almed at scizing a sirdegic highway, keaving 1%
peopls dead, defence Military sources said,

Defence analysis said that Sr Laska's biggest military offensive
agansd  Tamil Tiger guerillas beld up by wnexpecicd  intense
resistance and heavy casisalties were made on both sides

The Defence Ministry sabd ihat Tamal Tiger guerilles and governmen
forces launched artillery bamrages in nonbern S Lanks ms iroops
cosizalidated in arcas laken from the Rebels.

Tamil Rebels accused the “Inemational Community™ of “unmittingly
supparting” the government’s military campaign in the nonh of the
COUnEry,



List of Publications
1981 — 2000

[ 3}

D, {Mrs.) Shaheen Khan

Muhammad Janagir Khan

Wiuhammad Sarwar

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirzs
Ahmad Ejaz

Rafique Ahmad

Sarfarar Hussan Mirza

Carfarar Hussmin Mirza
Syed Farooq Hasnat
Sohail Mahimood

Rafique Ahmad
Muhammad Jahangir Khan

BOORKS

South Axia s Ecomamic Developaent

Bharat Main Skl (Ouami Tehrik,
iUrehe, Shikh National Movement in
Hharat,

Tamil Sinhalese Conflict in Sri Lanka.

India - A Profile 19911

Pakistan=Thdia Relaifons © Prospecls

for a Durable Peace.

Mo e Whole Teuth : Role of Foreign
Press in the East Pakistan - Crisis,
March-December 1971,

The Skl {hunestlen Froum
Constitutional  Demands to Armed
Confhigt,

The Assain Massaore



136 Serearlr Axicon Seodios

9. Muhammad Sarwar

10. Tahira Anjum

F1, Mrikhat Ahmad

12. Mehdi Hassan

The Assem Agitation, (Urdu).

Bharati  Secwlarizm our Agiivarain,
(Urdu), Indian  Secularism  and
Minorities,

Pakistan General Elections 1970,

Mashragi Pakistan ki Aliahdagi aur
Zarai Iblagh ka Kirdar, (Urdu).

SAARC SERIES

3. Qazi Javaid

SAARC : Masail awr Irtiga, (Urdu),

SAARC © Evolution and Problems,
Val. 1

SAARC : Masail aur Irtiga, (Urdu),

SAARC : Evolution and Problems
Vol I

MONOGRAPHS

14. Musarrat Javed Cheema
15, Muhammad Sarwar

I 6. Munir-ud-Din Chughtai

7. Muhammad Sarwar

FPanchayat Sysiem in Nepal
Indin General Elections 1989

Political Dimensions of South Asiar
Cooperation,

fmedian General Efections 1084



List of Publications 1981 — 2000 137

|8. Rana Ayaz Mahmood

19, Hamid Kizilbash

20, K. Amjad

21. Tassadug Hussain

22. Hamid Kizilbash
K hawar Mumitan

23 Muneer Ahmad

24. Tkram Ali Malik

25, lzzat Majeed

26 Imran Ali
27. Sami Mustafa
RESEARC

2%, Rafique Ahmad
MMubammad Sarwar

Pak-Nepal Relations.

Chemges in United  States Foreign
Policy and Pakistan s Opiions.

Inclusericl Concemtration and
Ereanomic Power in Pakivtan,

Pakistan Peoples Party ka Irtiga,
(Urdu).

Pakistan Foreign Policy and the
Legislainre,

Aspecis of Pakistan's Politics  and
Administration.

Punjab Musiim Press and the Muslim
World 1888-1911.

The Insurreciion in Sri Lanka.

Punjab Politics in the Decade before
Farition.

Pakistan - A Stwdy i Under-
Development,

H AID SERIES
Dacumentation af  Sowth  Asia

Meerials  Available  1n Selecred
Libraries of Lahore.



138 Kot Axicn Steclies

29 Sarfarne Hussain Mirea Sonth  Astan  Polifics, 1931-1043
Selected References from the pre-
Independence Daily Tribune, Lahore

30, Rafigue Ahmad South Asia : A Selected Bibliography
Muhammad Sarwar af  Theses  amd  Disseriations,
University of the Punjab, Lahore,
19471979,

1. Eehra Zoidi Union Catalogne of Social Science
Periodicals of Selected Librariex of
Latore,

SOUTH ASIA PAPERS

Val. 1
12 Iftikhar Ahmad Sonth  Asia © Selected Resowrce
Materials,
i3, Samina Rahman India’s  Changing  Political  (rder,
Mo.l, lanuary, 1977,
Munir Ahmad fiy Indian  Nucler  Explovion  amd
Sowth Asia.
Khawar Mume il A Sefect Annofated Bibliography

an fndia’s Foretgn Refations,
Mo, 2, February 1977,

34 Bilal Hashmi (6 United Sraves” Inflnence in the
Development of the Civil Elite

i Pekistar,
Cintl Minault (il The Role of Indo-Musiim Women

i e Freedoem  Movement,
T981-1924 Mo, 3, March 1977,



List of Publications 1981 — 2000 139

35, Gail Omvedt Women and Rural Revolt in India,
Mos, 4--5, April-=May, 1977,

36. Farida Shaheed {1l Cireen Revolution in India.
r Farida Shaheed fiij Chronodagy of Events Relating to
Pakistan  Ceneral  Elections

1977, No. 6, June 1977.

17. G. Shabbir Cheema Rural Local Government and Rural
Development in China,  India and

Pakistan, Wos. 7-8, July—-August,
1977.
r
38. Hamid Kizilbash fil Aspects of India’s Electoral
Sylent.
Linda K. Richter (i) Analysis of Female Tmage in five
William L. Richter Indian Magazines, Nos, 9--10,
September--October 1997,
3. AL Sen Limirations af Technological nter-
K. Amjad pretation of Agriculiwral  Perform-

anee-- A Comparison of East Punfab
fladia) amd West Punjab (Pakistan)

l 1947--1972. Nos. 11--12, November--
December 1977.

SOUTH ASIA PAPERS
| Val. 11

40, Geza Nagy JPY Movement for Peocefl Total
Revolwiion, Nos.  1-2,  January--
February, 1978,




40 Sowrl Axian Stlies

41. Yar Mubammad Khan

42 Moazzam Mahmaood

43, Khowar Mumiaz

Farida Shahecd

44, Y. Mansoor Marican

Farida Shaheed

The Astitnde of Muslim Kings Towereds
Hinds in fsbamic Indic, No. 3, March
|G78.

The Crisis o fedliarn Manmufacturing,
Nos.4--5, April--May 1978,

i) Electoral Stele © Campaige of the
F97T tnifiem Efectiony.

fii) fssues  in the 1977 Indion
Elections, MNos. 67, June=--July
1978,

ft} Frowm  SNecessian  fo Awfosonny
Dravida  Munneetra  Koazhagm
MK}

fiiy Hitar Coste Rioes [ A Cowerrend,
Mos, 8-12, August—-December,
1978,

PRESS CLIPPING AND SELECTIONS

45, Musarrat Javed Cheema
S, Musarral Javed Cheoema

47. Sarfaraz Hussaim Mirea
Asghar Ali, Abdul Majid

4% Sarfoeaz Hussam Mirea
Adbscul Majid

Press Clipping Index 1985
Ibid.. 1986,

Selections  from the  National Press,
{Bi-Maonthly publication containing
mews  and  views about  Asian
Developments published in Pakistani
Press. December 1990,

Vol. | January 1992,



49,

50,

51.

53.

34.

55.

b,

3T

58.

2%,

List of Publications 1981 — 2000 141

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirea
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain hMirm
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfarnz Hussam Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussein Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Miren
Abdul Majid

sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Mayid

sarfarax Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Vol, 2 January 1992,

Vol. 3 February 1952.

Vol, 4 February |992,

Vaol, § March 1992,

Vial. & March 1992,

Vol. 7 April 1992,

Vaol. 8 April 1992,

Vol, 9 May 1992,

Vol. 10 May 1992

Yol 1] Jume 1902

Vol. 12 June 1992,



142

£l

il

63,

63,

iy,

67

LT

T,

Sothe Axfern Siraclies

Sarfaraz Hussain Miren
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

. Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza

Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

- Sarfaraz Hussain Mirea

Abdul Majid

Sarfarne Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirzn
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

. Sarfarary Hussain Mirsa

Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussnin Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hissain Mirea

Abdul Majid

Vol, 13 July 1992,

Yol 14 July 1992,

Vol. 15 August 1992
Vol I-ﬁ.huguﬂ 1992,
Vol. 17 September 1992,
Vol. 18 September 1992,
Vol. 19 October 1992,
Val. 20 October 1992
Yaol. 21 Movember 1992,
Vol. 22 November 1992,

Vol. 23 December 1992



Tl

A

13,

4.

75,

76.

7T

78.

79,

List af Publications 98§ — 2000 14

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfarnz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfarae Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Vol 24 Décembser | 0492

Vol. 25 January 1995,

Vol. 26 January 1995,

Vol. 27 February 1995,

Wol. 28 February 1995

Vol. 29 March 1995,

Vol. 30 March 1995,

Vol. 31 April 1995,

Vol. 32 April 1995,

Yol. 33 May 1995,

Val. 34 May 1995,



144

3.

LN

B5.

GL

87.

B9,

90,

91

9.

South Axian Studies

- sarfaraz Hussain Mirza

Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfararz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaray Hussamn Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Sarfarar Hussain Mirea
Abdul Majid

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

Vol. 35 June 1995

Vol 36 June 1995,

Val. 37 July 1995,

Vol. 38 August 1995

Vaol. 39 September 1995,

Vaol. 40 October 1995

Yol 41 November 1995,

Vol 42 December 1995,

Val. 43 January 1996,

Vol. 44 February 1996,

Vol 45 March 1994,



Lizt of Pablications 1981 — 2000

93, Sarfaraz Hussain Mirzn
Abdul Majid

04, Sarfuraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Mayid

05, Sarforae Husssin Mires
Abdul Majid

Q6. Sarfaraz Hussain Mires
Abdul Majid

97. Sarfarar Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

98, Sarfaraz Hussaim Mirs
Abdul Majid

99, Sarforaz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

100 Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Abdul Majid

101 . Sarfaraz Hussaim Mirea
Abdul Majid

Vol 46 April 1594,

Vol. 47 May 1996,

Val, 48 June | 9046,

Vol. 49 July 1996

Vol 530 August 1996,

Vol. 51 September 1996,

Vol. 52 October 1996,

Vol. 53 November 1996,

Vol 54 December | 9496,

SOUTH ASIAN MINORITY AFFAIRS

102 Rafique Ahmad
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Muhammad Tahangir Tamimi
Abdul Mujeed

June, 19492,

Sortth Asian Minority Affairs, Vol. |,



146 Renth Axicn Studies

103 Rafique Ahmad South Asicn Minority Affcirs
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza Jume, 1993
Muhammad Jahangir Tamimi
Abdul Mujeed

| 04, Rafique Ahmad South Astan Minovity Affairs
Sarfarnz Hussain Mirza Jume, 15994,
Muhammad Jahangir Tamim
Abdul Mujeed

105 Rafigue Ahmad South Asian Minority Affairs
Sarfarnz Hussain Mirza June, 1995,
Muhammad Jahangir Tamima
Abdul Mujeed

| 6. Rafique Ahmad South Asian Minovity Affairs
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza June, 1996,

Muhammad Jahangir Tamims
Abdul Mujeed

|07 Rafique Ahmad South Astan Minovity Affoirs
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza June, 1997.
Muhammad Jahangir Tamimi
Abdul Mujeed

. Yol 11,

. Vol 111,

. Vol. 1V,

Yol WV,

. Vol V1,

| 08.Rafique Ahmad South Asian Minority Affaies, Vol VI
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza June, 1998 and Vol. VI, June 1999,
Muhammad Jahangir Tamimi
Abdul Mujeed

| 09 Rafique Ahmad South Asican Minority Affairs, Vol 1X
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza January, 20040,

Muhammad Jahangir Tamimi
Abdul Mujeed



List of Publications 1981 — 2000 147

COUNTRY INFORMATION SERIES

1 10.Rafigue Almawd
M ubammad Sarwnr

111.Rafique Ahmad
Muhammad Sarwar

112 Rafique Ahmad
Ahmad Ejae

113 Rafigue Ahmad
Ahmad Ejaz

114 Rafigue Ahmad
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Mubammad Sarwar

115 Rafique Ahmad
Sarfarar Hussain Mirza
Muhammad Sarwar

1 16 Ratique Ahmad
Sarfaraz Hussan Mirza
Fayyaz Ahmad

117.Rafique Ahmad
Sarfarnz Hussain Mirza
Syed Karim Hader

1 18.Rafigue Ahmad
Sarfnraz Hussan Mirza
Musarrat Javed Cheemi

|19 Rafigue Ahmad
SarTirae Hussamn Mirea
Musarrat Joved Cheema

Indic

Jvitlicr {Revised)

Neped

Nepal (Revised)

Sri Lok

Sri Lamka ( Revised )

Benglodesh

Bengladesh (Revised)

Maldives

Maldives 2nd (Revised)



148 Seawetir Axiars Staffox

120 Rafigue Almad
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Sved karim Haider

121, Ralique Ahmad
Sarfarae Hussuin Mirzs
Musarrat Javed Igbal

122 Rafique Ahmad
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Musarrat Javed Cheema

123.Rafigue Ahmad
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza
Almad Ejaz

Mafalives 3rd (Revised)

Fuirmie

Fhweton

w

Bhrivtan (Bevised)

CURRENT AFFAIRS SERIES

124 Rafique Ahmad
Rahim Yar Abbasi

125 Ratique Ahmad
Rahim %ar Abbasi

| 26.Rafigue Ahmad
Kahim Yar Abbasi
Solusi] Malimood

127 Ralique Ahmad
Muhammad Jahangir khan

| 28. Rafique Ahmad
Mubwmmad JTahangie Khan

129 Raligue Alimad
Muhammad Jahangir Khan

130, Rafique Ahmad
Muhammad Jahangir Khan

Sourh Asian Seanwer No,

Seuth Asian Scanner No

Sawirh Axioee Scomner No,

Sertith Axictni Scemmer No,

Seaunrdr Axicor Soommer No

Kowvirhy Axiciri Soavmer Nev

Santh Astan Scommer Noo

]



List af Publications 1981 — 2000 149

131 . Rafique Ahmad South Asicn Scanner No. 8.
Muhammad Jahangir Khan

132 Rafigue Ahmad South Asian Scanmer Na. Y.
Muhammad Jahangir Khan

133 Rafique Ahmad South Astan Scarmer No. 10,

Muhammad Jahangir Khan

134 Rafigue Ahmad Nowuth Asian Scanmer Noo 11,
Muhammad Jahangir Khan

135 Rafique Ahmad South Astan Scarner No, 12,
Muhammad Jahangir Khan

136.Rafique Ahmad Setth Axian Scanmer No. 13,

Muhammad Jahangir Khan
Norte + It has been replaced by Sowth Asiar Misarity Affairs

REPORTS

137 Proceeding of the Seventh Meeting of Committee on Studies for
Coaperation in Development (CSCD) in South Asia, held during
April 22--24, 1982 at the Centre for South Asian Studies, Unversity
of the Punjab, Quaid-i-Azam Campus, Lahore. CSCD Headguarters
is a1 Colombo.

138.Committee on Studies for Cooperation in Development in South
Asia (CSCD) : A Profile.

REGIONAL COUNTRY PAPER

139 Prof, Mian M. Mazir Agricnftural  Development in
Pakivian.



I 50 South Asiar Stiadies

SEMINAR PAPERS

140, Rafique Ahmad

141. Theodore P. Wright, Jr.
syed Faroog Hasnat

142, Richard N, Barmett

143. K. R. Qureshi

44, Mubammad Sarwar

145, Inayatallah Chaudhry

Hegamaony., Biperderiry af
Multipelarity © Key to Durable
Peace in South Asia, (A peper
presented &t the Third US-
Pakistan Bilateral Forum,
University of California,
Berkeley, USA October 10-14,
|'98%. -

Methodelogy  of Revearch on

feredigm Ao fims

The Lewe Pre Colonial Bewckgroud
for i fncdiaer Princely Stes.

Pakistan s Trade amd Ecomonic
Refatfons with Ching JOSS

FPerk-Ching Relations

Paolitics — of  Ethwiciy  and
Separatism in South Axvia

SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES
Bi-Annual Rescarch Journal

Rafligue Ahmad

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza

Editar
Memaging Editor

Mubammad Ismail Bhatte Literary Editor

146, Seuth Asian Stucfies, Vol. |, No, I, January 1984,



List of Publications 1981 - 2000 151
147 Ibid., Vol. I, No. 2, July 1984,
148, Ibad., Val. Il No. 1, January 1985,
149, Ibid,, Vol. II, No. 2, July |95,
50, Ikid., Vol [, No. 1, January 1986
151, Iid., Val. II, No. 2, July 1986,
152, Ibid,, Vol IV, No. |, January 1987,
153, Ibid., Vol. IV, No. 2, July 1987.
154, Ibid., Vol. ¥V, No. |, January |988,
155, Ibid., Vol. V, No. 2, July 1985,
136. Ibids Vol. VI, No. |, January, 1989,
157, Ibid., Vol. VI, No. 2, July 1989,
IS8 Ibid., Vol, VII, No. |, January 1990,
159, Ibid., Vol. VII, No. 2, July 1990,
60, fbid., Val. VI, No. 1, January 1991,
6l Ibid., Vol, VI, No. 2, July 1991, Muhammad Aslam Qureshi
Literary Editor
162. Ibid., Vol. IX, No. | January 1992
163, Ibid., Vaol. IX, No. 2, July 1992,
164, Ibid., Vol. X, No. |, January 1993,
63, Ibid., Vol. X, No. 2. July 1993,

166, Ibid.. Vol X1, No. 1, January 1994,



167,
168,
| &4,
| 7.

171,

1 73.

174.

175.

176,

South Asiarr Snwdies

Ibid., Vol. X1, No. 2, July 1994,

Ihid.. Vol XIL Moo 1, January 19495,

Ibid., Vol. XII, No. 2, July 1995,

Ibid,, Yol. X1, Mo, 1, January 19596,

Ibid., Vol. XIHI, No. 2, July 1996,

Abid., Vol XIV, No. 1, January 1997

SOUTH ASIAN AFFAIRS
Cccasional Papery

Ahmad Ejaz

Sarfarme Hussun Mirea

Ahmad Ejaz

Shahid Rashecd

Kashmir Dispate and US Security
Concern in Sowth Asia, Yol |,
No.l, September 1996,

Pakisten  Nepal  Relattons  and
Future Prospects, Vol 11, No, |
January 1997,

Towards  Normalization  fedio-
Pakisten Peace Process, [997-
1998 Yol 1l Mo 1, December
1998,

Darbar  Sahib  (Amritsar)  per
Bharati Fogh ka Hamlah, Vol IV,
Mo 1, 1999



List oof Publications J981 - 2000 53

PUBLICATIONS OF PAKISTAN STUDY CENTRE

Rafique Ahmad

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza

Bedar Malik

Khalid Mahmood Rabbani

Ahmad Ejaz

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza

Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza

Sarfarme Hussain Mirea

Reewan Malik

. Fateh Masib Clhawdhry

. Bedar Malik

Begwm Salma Tasaddug

Feptal Koy Mugeshe Ffear aur Aaj ka
Pakisten.

Pakestan-fudia Kashmie  Edspuie
(A Chronology of Important
Events 1947-1990).

.‘Fr.r.'i:u-nl'-:'-ﬁ.rl:i'.w.run Ki Jeddo
Juhad Yearan-i-Moaksah, Vol, 11,

Chraici-Azam Kay Aaklivl Paclios
in Awr Un Kay Zaii Muolif
(Urdu), (Quaid-i-Azam’s Last
Fifty Days and his Personal
Phyvsicians).

Crarardod-e-Pakistan (Urdu) { The
Pakistan Resolution).

Miusfim  Stwclemis  amd  Pokishog
Moavenmend @ Sefected Docunmeniy,
1937-1947, Val. 1.

Maslin  Stderis ard Pokisfan
Movement © Selected Documents,
1937-1947, Vol. 1.

Musiim  Stucfents  anad  Poakisdan
Mevemend © Sefected Docrmenty,
19371977, %ol 11

The Polivics of Owe Unit, 1953-
FE AL

Rosfd Ko Safer, (Joumey  of
Light).

Fomlfo Kow Mo arka (Urdu),
Decisive  Battle  of General
Elections of 1945-46

Azewdi K Neafoer,



|54

14.

15.

17,

1%,

22,

Soeeth Axicirs Stualiex

Abmad Saeed

Sarfarae Hussnin Mires

Sarfare Hussaim Mirza

Bedar Malik

Fateh Masib Chaudhary

Sarfarae Hussaim Mirea

Sarfaranr Hussain Mirea

. Sarforaz Husain Mirza

. Justice (Ret }Gul Muhammad

E.han
MMabecly Afml

Tehrik-i-Pakistanr © Muashi Awr
M ashrali Tanaznr Aexir,
(Urdu), (Social and Economic
Background of Pakistan).

fsharia Nowa-i-Wage - 1944-47
(Urdu), (Index of the MNMawa-i-

Wagi).
Fohrik-i-Pakistan  Nowa-i-Wage

‘Kay fdarion Ki Roshni  Main,

1944-47, Vol, I, (Urdu), {Pakistan
Movement in the light of Nawa-f-
Wagt 's Editiorials),

Yorar-r-Makiah, (Urdud The
Colllege Fellows, Islamia College,
Lahore,

(aid-i-Azam Ko Tassawer-g-
Mamilakal-e-Pakisian, {Urdul,
(Quaid-i-Azam’s Concept of the
State of Pakistan).

Fasawar-e-Pakistan  Say  Qarar-
dad-e-Pakistan Tak, (Urdu) {From
the Concept of Pakistan to the
Passing of Pakistan Resolution).

Easi  Pakistan  Crisis @ A
Chronology of Important Events,
1947-1971,

Ttafkam=i-Pakistan Anr Boznema
Merwar=f=Wengt,

Cherest for Ilamization, The Legal
Way.

Women  And  Parlioment in
Polister §047-1977




List of Publicarfons 1987 — 2000 153

23, Dr. Rafique Ahmad Pakistan s High Level Manpower
Current Statis and Future Needs,
Cecasional Paper Vol. 1, No, |,

| s,
24, D, Rafigue Ahmad Pakistan Vision
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza Bi=Annual Research Jourmal

Vol. I, No.l, 2000,



Notes to Contribntors

Manuscripts, anticles. book reviews and notes or letters on themes of
contemporary o historical interest, with particular refierence to South
Asin, will be welcoamied.

Manuseript should be clearly tvped on one side of the paper only,
andd should ke double-spaced. Twao copies should be submined

Bibliographics and footnotes should be placed at the end of the
article. Footnotes should be numbered consecutively, and bibliographics
should be arranged alphabeticalls. Foreign words should be underlined

Bibliographical references should be completed in respect of the
titthe of the book. the name of the author, the vear and the place of
publication,

Ummost care should be taken 1o prepare statistical data for
publication. All headings, columns, rows, symbols, units of measure-
menl. periods, political and geographical areas, and sources should be
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