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U.S.A. in South Asia
after Cold War : A Case
Study of Pakistan

Dr. Mrs, HINA QANBER

INTRODUCTION

After the break uwp of the Soviel Union ihe world has changed from
bipolar o wnipolar structure. Admerica has :m:rﬂ-l.ﬂ as the only sUper power in
the world afier the end of cold war,

The present article is an attempt (o analyze the Amencan policy in South
Asma in the comext of Pakistan after cold war.

GEOGRAPHICAL AND GEO-FOLITICAL
IMPORTANCE OF PAKISTAN

Al the bme of independence, Pakistan was fragmented into two parts,
I'I-IITIr:]jI' East and West Pakistan which made 11, umuimmal!r, parts of Sonuth
East ax well as South West Asia. There was no direct land or mir route between
the two wings of Pakistan as the hostile [ndin in between split apart the o
parts of Pakistan,

Pakistan has gained much importance in geographical as well as peo-
political conditions i the world, as Fanda Az writes |

Pakistan's pocestrategic importance is  highlighted by s sirabegic
placement in contiguity wath three powerful states, namely, Russia, [ndia
and Peoples Republic of China. ... Like Iran, Pakistan provides s hack
dsor 1o Hep in vitil o1l rich areas when desired. Pakistan’s unesx FIlI.H'l'lJ il
and minerals reserves in Baluchistan offer an altractive bait to Sovict
Union.!

Dr. Mr. Hisa Qunber, Depanment of Pedtical Science, Dfamis Unicersity, Bahamalyor
Paliglan.
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Elaborating the geo-strategic location of Pakistan, Herbert Feldman
comments ;

A glance at the map chows that the West Pakistan lies solidly along the

banks of the Middle East, separated l.om USSR by a narrow longue of

Afghan termtory and stands watching over the trade routes of the Arabian

Sca. Pakistan i3 preafly concerned with China's active enbry info the

Asian Affairs.?

In the past, the global policies of United States and LF55R and the kind of
infer-relation and mteraction that exigled bebween them, the m—gjun.ll ntor,
namely India, has directly and profoundly affectad the secunty of Pakistan.

After USSR break up and the Islumic Revolution of Iran, expressing his
wiews on the prevailing geo-political sitwation of Pakistan, Mr. Robert Oakly
i former U5, Ambassador to Pakistan) said that ;

We keep our eyes upon Saviel Central Asia and the terrtones that e just
south of it — Twrkey, Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan, becawse they could
again become the are of crises.?

Mearly the same views have becn expressed by the Amencan analyst
Barbara Grosette of New York Times :

Central Asia is an old wdea taken a new life not only in Pakistan but also
in the Muslim World beyond the ididdle East as far as Chipa. ... A
process, however exploratory, of rediscovenng old cultural, histoncal,

religious and commercial bonds, “is under way, perhaps most of all in
Pakistan — the nation in the middie.*

Thus, we note that cvery new event of the region or world has exercised
its pressure on the geographical as well as geo-political importance of
Pakistan,

DEMISE OF SOVIET EMPIRE — THE END OF COLD WAR

Being a gateway from South Asa and China to Middle East, Evropean
countries and, the most important, storage of hot water in the form of Arabian
Sea, Pakistan got the recogmition of its geo-political importance among the
super powers nght from ils emergence.

Afier the second world war when Pakistan emerged as an independent

state, the world was already divided it two blocks. The new era was named
a= cold war.
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The post world war polanization between United States and Soviet Union
maide many nations iu.'l'pit:iml.: of Soviel™s commanmnist dﬁign. !.'.l!r|5|.-|5--,:|_|.||':|.'|Il:|l tha
new bom states moved closer to United States which emerged as the mchest
nation and the chiefest aid giving couniry through out the world.®

That was the situaticn i which the pewly emerged state ke Pakistan had
to survive. Thus Pakistan's adberence to the Amencan’s bloc was, therefore,
conseguential predominantly to the post war bloe formation.,

O the other hand the attitude of Soviet Union towards new born siate of
Pakistan was unfavourable as compared to India. To most of the Soviet
scholars Pakistan was but a paradox of hstory.® A leading Indologise AM,
Dyakov called Pakistan an “artificial state” and commented tiat the sole link
between the two parts of Pakistan was & common religion.”

It iz an sdmitted fact that Soviet Union, however, had always been
friendly to Afghanistan and since 1921 ajl of the Afghan governments hasl
agreed to refrain from permitting their territory 1o be weed for anti-Soviet
purpases.

In spite of geopraphical contiguity, identity of religion culture and
economic inlerests, Pak-Afghan relafions have never been cordial. Afier
independence, Pakistan’s efforts 1o normalize the relations with Afghans were
nol w complete success.

The mmn issue between the two Muslim sisles was the status of
Pakhtoon and Baluchi based on the assumption that they are akin to them from
Ir“1l1-i':'1 ]inguislic, gmgnphicﬂ. bastoscal ax well ax traditional pnmtq. af
view ¥

Thus, the internal development in Afghunistan along with the bickering
on Pak-Afghan border in late 1970%s, the Soviet Union got an opportunity to
tulfill their long desire of acquiring control over the West Asian oil and
gaimng an access to the warm walers of Indian Ocean by overthrowing the
Davd's regime and launchesg communism coup throuzh the People's
Democratic Party (DRA) of Afghamistan, combining Khalg and Parcham
groups under President Tarakks in Apnl 1978.%

All:hl:ru;:h TII'-Ilki himeelf demred that D:R_H. was :rlrm'nuni:.l Iy g h!lrt,uu
oriented and denied Soviet's hand in the coup, yet Western strategists regarded

oas @ communist coup which ulimately led 1o the entry of Soviet forces n
Afghanistan, 1?
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Obwiously the United States was certainly upset and distreszed by the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The cmergence of Khomeini's Islamic
revolution and the collapse of Shah's regime in Iran, forced UL5.A. (o assist
the Zia's military government in Pakistan even though Pak - U.5.A. relations
hiad never been poorer than at that particular moment. !

Thus, to avoid Soviet encroachment, U.5.A. realized the necessity of
reinforcing the Pakistan armed forces, as it was a united effort in the face of
potential Soviel aggression against Pakistan. Moseover this was the best Lime
for U.S.A. to equalize the revenge of Vietnam war,

The Soviet Union and Afghanistan accused the U.5.A., China, Pakistan
and the neighbouring Muslim countries for providing aid o Afphan
Mujahideen.'? It wamned Pakistan against dragging berself into a “risky pame’
that could have fatal consequences., '

But the military regime of Zia, fearing a threat from the lefiise
government in her close neighbourhood, was anxious to prevent the Afghan
leaders from consolidating their own power. Thus on the basis of Muslim
brotherbood, Pakistan povernmeni did ]'n:lp ﬂ."hl.ﬂ Hujﬂﬁdﬂm h-}" allml.'m!
2.5 mllion Mujaheedin refugees in her temitory and providing them
mecessities and utilities of life,

Thus Afghan Mujaheedin, with the help of U.S A, aid, resisted the
Soviet forces (in the form of DRA government). Further, due to the [slamic
revivalism in [ran and Pakistan (by Khomeini's Islamic Revolution and Zia's
government, respectively) along with the continuous insurgence and rebellion
of Afghan Mujaheedin, very soon Soviel leaders perceived a potential threat 1o
her pational and secunty interest; and, ss we see, after eleven years Soviet
leaders were forced to withdraw their troops from Afghanisten, and the threat
which was given to Pakistan, Afghan war rather proved a “risky game® for
USSR having the fatal consequences in the form of demise of Soviet Empire.

Apart from the international humiliation and embarrassment, Afphan war
collapsed the economy of USSR :

It is difficult to calculate how much Soviet Union spent on Afghanistan
before or after 1989, as the cost was divided between many different
hudgets. But it is clear that it presented a significant drain on the
Kremlin's finances at a time when Soviel Union was facing peneral
econbaus collapse,?
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Among the other causes, Percstroiaks, introduced by Gorbachew, was
also one of the factors which crushed the communists very badly. The main
ohjective introducing Perestroika was :

Soviel Union lacking the sirong economical base could not sustain the

financial stress and choose to lay fresh national priorities in 1980°s,15

This situation created a civil war between reformists and communists.
Consequently, Gorbachev resigned and handed over the power b Wice-
President Gunadian. However due 10 lack of proper planping among the
rebels, the coup d'erar ended in failure -

Perhaps the main factor behind the defest of coup d'etar and
disintegration of former Soviet Union was ignoring the power of puhlic
opinion and the influcnce wielded by the western mass media_ 1%

Another factor was 1.5 A%, new World Order :

Az a matter of fact, the design of Bush's American style new world order
curtailed the collapse of USSR's stomic power, !’

Gorbachev resigned from General Secretaryship of KPCC on December
12, 1991, and, consequently, the Communist Party was disintegrated and 74
years of communists rule ended in demising the Soviet Empire into 16
independent states including Central Asian Republics (CARs).

The CARs are Muslim states having deep cultural and religions relations
with Pakistan. Recently, these states have joined Pakistan in the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECOY, and, therefore, can play vital role in the
world politics, especially, in the context of Pakistan as they can use Pakistani
seaport as a gateway for trade with many other countries including oil nch
states of Middle East and the warm Western Indian Ocean -

One must not hesitate to accept the fact that former Soviet rule despite its
all evils, left the Central Asians with, if not very advanced but a decent
technical manpower base which had proved its brilliance augmenting
Soviet power during colonial days. Their achievements in the field of
sclence and technology, agriculiure, indusiry, education and socio-
culturnl aspects are magnificent, 1o say the least,1*

Further Central Asia has great deal of natural resources such as minerals
and a varied physiography allocating enough arcas for fresh water lakes,
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forests, pastures, arable land, These resources combined with human resources
avmlable in the region can make this part of the world a group with immense
economic and political power,

RUSSIAN'S ATTITUDE AFTER COLD WAR

Hence USSR, which was a super power and had been a symbol of danger
for Pakistan since its birth, got scattered inlo preces and, in this way, cold war
between the two super powers ended. Thus, there is no dunger as an
environmental pressure oo the politics of Pakistan.

After cold war Russia changed its attitude and made a statement that it
sought 1o follow a balanced approach towards South Asia and attaches
‘independent significance’ to its relations with Pakistan. it must be added here
that the first ever contact made by Russi with Pakistan after the cold war was
in regard o0 release of s 30 POWs being held in Afghanistan afier the
withdrawal of Kussian forces. In this regand the former Prime Minister
Alexander Rustkon visited Pakistan and asked the government 1o facilitate the
releasze of the POWs. Al the same time he offered to sell Russian warplanes
and malitary equipment to Pakistan, His visit followed a string of high level
visils between the two states. Moreover i July 1994 the two countries signed
accords relating 10 a broad range of hilateral sscues including collaboration in
the field of defence, outer space technology and peaceful uses of nuclear
energy, manifesting a radical shifit from the Soviet foreign policy.'®

However, being a Muslim country, Pakistan is deeply concerned with the
bloody crises in Chechnya. Since the start of Chechen imbroglio, Pakistan had
adopted the position that Chechnyva was a part of Russia. Pakistan asked
Russian government to halt military operations in its Chechnya Republic and
begin talks with scparatist leaders,

Despite Pakistan’s policy and steps taken towards that end, Russia
appears to have hardeped its stance vis-gevis Pakistan which s amply
puam fested by the siatement of Pakistant Foreige Minister that Busca wis
teying b pass the responsibility of the hlomly onses in Chechnya, on countnes
like Pakistan;™ though he cateponically reiterated that Pakistan considered the
strife of Chechnya as an intemnal problem of the Russian Federation,
notwithstanding the sympathy, the people of Pakistan hold for their Caucassan
brothers in faith.”

Such a statement from Islamabad, as comments Siddiqr, particularly
following the new ‘honey mosn” of relations with Russm, manifests a prohable
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new low in the ties with the cold war adverstly. It looks particularly upsetting
when viewed in context of the refusal by the Russian Prime Minister
Chemonydrin in India of supplying arms to Pakistan which Pakistin badly
meed 12

OF course, India is another important factor in spoiling relations with
Russia, as she felt uncomfortable with Pak-Russian burgeoning relationship,
fearing loss of its strutegic value with Moscow after the end of cold war, due
to Russin’s shifi in its stance over Kashmir lssue, Russia expressed concemn
over human rights violation and called up on all sides to work for & solution
through peaceful moves. Further Indian Prime Minister Narsima Rao, during
his visit 1o Mescow, also failed to obiain any assurance from Moscow that
arms wolld not be sold 1o Pakistan,

Moreover India has long been trying to persuade Russians as well as the
Centril Axian fepublics that Pakistan was exporting Islamic Fundamentalisis
there. India also exploited the involvement of Afghans in Tajikistan and
Uszbckistan to their benefits, us, in Tajikistan, Afghans activists were reported
to be assisting the Tajik opposition. In Chechnya, apart from Afghans who are
giving tough resistance to Russians, are people from Jordan, Saudi Arabia and
Lehasnon.

Another contentious issue which affects Pak-Russian relations, after cold
war, was the inclusion of CARs into the ECO in 1993 as Pakistan secks strong
and active ECO to establish immense economic and political power in the
region (contr iry to Russia’s imperialist designs and economic stranglehold).
The Ruszaan Prnime Minister, while opposing the Muslim alliance, said that
*ECO thireat ns the C15 and asked the CAR members of the ECO to choose
either af the twoalliances "

All these developments have led to the souring of ties with Russia and are
perhaps responsible for delay in Pakistani Prime Minister Ms, Benazir
Bhutto's visat to the Russain Federation.

However, keeping in view the successful visit of Ms. Benazir Bhutto, 1o
U.S.A. and convincing Clinton  Administration  against the Pressler
Amendment passed againsi Pakistan, Pakistanis scem to be very optimustic in
establishing a firm basis of warm relations wath Russia in future: and they
hope that the visit of Pakistani Prime Minister to Russia will clear up the
misunderstandings and confusion with regards to its role in supporting Tslamic
activism, ECO, and most important of all, 1o neutralize the Indian propaganda.
They also hope tha; Pakistan is well placed to make breakthrough with regard
to the sale of malitary hardware dunng the Prime Ministers visit 1o Moscow.
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PAK - LS. TIES AFTER COLD WAR

Pakistan for a long time had been the front-line state for the hattle against
communism and the communist forces, especially when the Soviets enterad
into Afghanistan,

During Afghan War the entire American-led West with all the resources
at its disposal including batalions of intelligence operators, thousands of
midlitary trainers and as many gurilla-war experts alongwith, litemlly shiploads
of sophisticated arms were allowed o descend on Pakistan’s terrilory. Scores
of military training camps were allowed 1o be sct up and perhaps a force of
guarter of million militants was equipped, trained and sent in Afghanistan to
ambush, sabotage and eventually force the invading Russians to retreaf, Thus,
Pakistan essentially made the West's dream of defeating communisin true

After the Afghan War, Russia is no more & super power and ils empire
has been broken into pleces :

The Russians have lost thewr image and they are no longer considersd a
power that could be a threat to the Americans ot least for the time being.
With the dawning of new reality, the world has come to know the super
powers phrassology has become meaningless. Ultimately, there is only
ome guarantor of power left in the world and that is the America. This s
the reason why Americans were able 10 break the back of lrag as there
was po one 10 come o rescue of thar small power, ™

The cold war has ended and the West, unfortunately, has also packed up
and left in & hurry. Meanwhile Pakistan has boen lefi with whole army of
highly trained organizations like Markatul-Ansar, Jehad Markaz, Dawarul
Arthad, Al-Abwan Iilamie Academy.

Further at the end of Sovict occupation, two mallion Afghan regfugess
were left behind in Pakistan along with a senes of well organized and well
financed organizations (a5 mentioned above) which are called religious hy
pome bul they are oot imparting religious tramng. Rather they promoted
sectananism and ferronsm in Pakistan, Amencan’s most wanled terronst,
Ramzi Ahmsd Yousf was srrested from lelamabad. Egypt's sought after
radical, Shawl-cl-lslamboli (whose brother assassinated President Sadat) may
be in hiding in Peshawar, Extremists malitants have recently gunned down two
Amencans.

This situation forced Michael Richardson of lMeernarionad Herald Tribune
to ask the question in an interview with Ms, Benazir Bhutto, during her visil (o
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Singapore that “Islam seems to be tuming increasaingly violent in Pakistan.
“"h:lr"!' e

Pakistan has almost one million Afghans still staying as refugees who
naturally have links with the sctivists involved in the intemmecing conflict in
their country. They easily cross the “Porous’ Pak - Afghan border over which
Pakistan government has lintle control,

Pakistan on more than one occasions, hal made clear iz anti extremist
and anti-lerrorst policy. On appeals of Western States, it deporfed about 3000
of their sctivist pationals from Peshawar, Many of them fled to Afghanistan
and the remaining to their native countrics like Algeria, Egypt. Tums, Sudan
including some odher Arab countsies. Also the Pakistani Government's
operation agsinst o relipious force, the Fehrik Shariar-i-Mohamenad] which had
practically controlled parts of Malakand Division in Pakistan, proves ils ants-
extremist and anti-terroist credentials, Further the eatradition of Rmaz Almad
Yousal {(who was prime suspect of WTC bombing) 1o the 1.5.A, 15 another
worthwhile development of proving 115 anti-extremist pahicy,

However, no Western power has even cared 1o turn back and look at the
havee that their own creation have been plaving with the citizens of Pakistan
that helped them in ther greatest hour of need,

After cold war, Pakistan 1% nol getling the iype of political and moral
suppart it really ought to be. Rather, Senator Larry Pressler was successful in
petting the highly discriminatory, Pressler Amendment passed that singled out
Pakistan as the coumiry to be penalized through militery and economic
sanchons. [0 cul off all the mlitary and economie md o Pakistan and
pressurizing Pakistan to roll hack her nuclear programme and 1o sign NPT,
Pakstons feels Ihlt this 15 a dim; r'.in'un'n.l.i:.r:r Il.w lgl.i:m:[ F'.l]-.iﬁ[a.n. ecaise it
does not apply 1o any country of the world except Pakistan,

Pakistan had already paid abowt 1.2 billion LS. dollars for F-16 and
other mililary equipment; bt is getting neither delivery nor the money hack.

It is very difficult to understand why America is playing discrminatory
role with Pakistan, while Pakistan proved o lested ally in defeating
Communism during Afghan War. Amencan’s such attude, rather fucl
fanaticism in Pakistan.

On the other hand a homfying scenano. for Russia which finds it difficult
o eraze the memory of eleven year long Afghan War when activist from
different Musliza countries, but trained in Pakistan, along with Alghans, gave
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a bloody nose to Soviets, ultimately leading to their withdrawal, Further with
the inclusion of CARs into the ECO, Kremlin fears that with the establishment
of a ring of Muslim States near its southern border and with the spread of
Muslim militancy into its heartland, Russia would ultimately split into Mislim
and Christian Russis.

Thus, after cold war, Pakistan got stuck like a sandwich between the two
mvals, Amenca and B pesia,

A quick glance on U.S.-Pakistan relations shows that the United States
and Pakistan bave been close friends and allies over the last 40 years. They
have stood shoulder by shoulder not only against Communist expansion in
South Asia, but also on other fronts and issues as well. Pakistan has always
demonstrated its commitments to close Pak-1.§. ties, 2%

Before analyzing Pak-U.5. ties after cold war, let us review their
relations: during cold war :

i) For over ten years, Pakistan acted 1o counter alien aggression in
Alghanistan, which resulted in the withdrawal of Soviet troops from
Afghanizstan in 1989 — an event that marked the beginning of the
end of cold war.

fif] In establishing Sino-10.5, diplomatic relations, Pakistan acted as a
proponent and a facilitator.

fiii} Pakistan stood by United States and Islamic world during Iraqs
irvasion of Kuwair,

vy Pakistany soldiers have been the bedrock of International peace
keeping force in Cambodia and Somalia. Moreover Pakistani
soldiers are being trained in Slovakia to enforce peace i= Bosnia.

Thus, Pak-U.5. relationship has withstood the tests of, both, time and
crises, over and over again during the last 40 years; and that is why the present
fisst Amenscan lady Hillary Clinton had to say that *Pakistan is & tested ally
whose fnendship we highly value.” Acting Secretary of State, Strobe Talbon,
commenting on Pak-U.5. relations, has recently said that “the tragedy (killing
of two Americans from U.S A, High Commission in Karachi) occurred in a
country that is a good friend of Pakistan.® Joseph Nye, the Assistant Secretary
of Defence stated in a Senate hearing that *Pakistan has long been a friend in
an arca where we have sometime not had an abundance of friends, "%

In the past, though the relationship berween the two countries has been
strong, but it did have many fluctuations. There were ups and downs with
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respect (0 Vietnam and Grenada, where Pakistan opposed U.S. policy. Also
Pakistan objected to U.5. military intervention in Panama. Pakistan was
En'n:u' hurt when the United States embargoed arms to both, India and
Pakistan, after Indo-Pakistan war in 1965, whereas the Indians, being
supported by Soviet Union, were hardly affected. Simularly, in 1971, arms
embargo 0 South Asia exclusively affected Pakistan as the total cut off in
economsc and military assistance was imposed on Pakistan,

Since October 1990, the United States has imposed sanctions on Pakistan
under the terms of highly unfair and discriminatory Pressler Amendment,
conditioning aid to Pakistan and Pakistan alone on the nuclear question in
South Asian region. Not only the U.5. has refused on a legally binding
contract to deliver F-16s that have been paid for already, but also imposed
economic sanctions by denying asistance for female literacy programmes,
putritinnal aszistance and family planming.

Some observers cnticize that the 1.5, has hever been able 10 gauge
properly the intensity of rivalry between India and Pakistan, Here one mast
realize, as comments Pervaiz Cheema, that U8, views their relations from a
glohal perspective and does pod accord  due conzideralions (o regional
I:\'I:II'l'lFlll.'lii!h:l-..I:l

However, for local states American’s regional policy is far more
important than its global pursuits, But as remarked by Michael Lind :

With the illusion of being the ‘last super power’ long shattered.
Amencans have 1o think ahout Amencans interest. ... And for the next
century the United States must concentrate on Asia,**

Secretary of State Warren Chnstopher, told the National Press Club
before be was to leave on 8 week-long visit to Asia, that

1 see extracrdinary polential for prospenty, stablity and democracy in

. N
Asia, ==V

Hirw important South Asia s for the Amencans can be assessed from the
statement of Robin Raphel, Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian
Affairs, during her address before the Senate Foreign Relations sub-committee
on Mear Eastern and South Asian Affairz. She forcefully stressed that :

“With the end of cold war, region such as South Asia have gained
increased imponance because of Amencan's global concerns.” Further
she stressed that, "the Amercans vital interests in South Asia winclude
halting prolifzration of weapons of mass destruction and their means of
delivery, promoting demacratization, human nghts, economic reforms,
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encouraging trade and invesiment, developmeat, population planning and

resisting ecological deteroration.” Later, she also included the combating

terrorism and parcotic trafficking.?®

The United States, indeed, is committed to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons af, both, global and regional level, and this, of course, does apply 10
South Asia as well, Thus the currentl modification of Pak-1U.5. policy is, in
fact, the product of its global concemns,

In spite of repeated assurance from Pakistan Government that Pakistan's
nuclear programme is peaceful, aod its expression of willingness to sign NPT
provided its regional adversary India, also agrees to do the same, the United
States wanis to refrain from underaking any step which takes Fakistan closer
to nuclear weapon state. Thus, Pakistan being a recipient of U §. economic
and military assistance, cefain operalive construints prevent the Amenicans to
continue the flow of aid 1o Pakistan, Pressler Amendment, in fact, is one of
them which requires U5, Presidential certification before any aid is released
to Pakistan.

Pressler 15 & household name in Pakistan, Hizs Amendment has strained
Pak-U.5, relations over the last five years. His wvisit to Pakistan in January
1992 was very controversial, because of the statement he made in New Delhi
before coming to Pakistan. He alleged Pakistan's involvement in Kashmir,
raising fears about the dangers of growing fundamentalism in Pakistan and
warning about the potential threat of emergence of the so called Islamic Bloc
covering CARs.

Although Senator Pressler trnied to soften his remarks during his visit to
Pakistan, but the sdverse impact of his pronounced statements could ot be
erased as the President and Prime Minister of Pakistan cancelled their
scheduled meetings with him. "

A lot has happened since then, The U5 A. has reiterated that Kashmir is
i disputed territory and there seemed to be po danger of fundamentalism in
Pakistan or the emergence of anti-U_5. Islamic Bloc in Central Asia,

The U.5. administration believes that Pressler Amendment has outlived
its utility and, instead of persuading or pressurizing Pakistan to abandon the
nuclear option, it has, rather, driven the ccuntry into nuclear corner. The
denial of military cooperation with Pakistan has crealed a scrious power
imbalance in the region.

In Pakistan, the impending repeal of the Pressler Amendment caused
euphoria and rused expectations of immunent reinstatement of U5, economic
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and military aid. Mr. Brain Wood, the Under-Secretary for International
Securnity, remarked that :

Sanctions against Pakistan are not likely to be withdrawn and may
continue even after Pressler Amendment has been repealed, The US
pelicy on non-proliferation has not changed. The modified legislation is
nod going o be Pakistan-friendly and may not be entirely to our linking.
The sooner we realize it the better it will be for our public and policy
muakers. 2

Answering the question "Why has the U.5. Administration decided 1o
seek the repeal of Pressler Amendment?® Munir A Khan, former Chairman of
Alomic Encrgy Commission, said @

“Simply because it no longer serves American perceived interests and has
failed to prevent proliferation in South Asia. By cutting off conventional
military supplies to Pakistan, the U.S. has, instead of weakening,

sirengthened Pakistan's resolve 1o retain the nuclear option, By applying
this Amendment only to Pakistan, the U, 5. has, rather, encouraged India
o proceed with s nuclear weapons and nuclear delivery sydem
programme therehy- unwittingly contributing to nuclear arms race in the
subcontinent. Further, since the U5, o concentrating on Pakistan's
auclear programme only, India does not feel bound 1o respond positively
or enter into a dialogue on the nuclear isoue.**

President Bush had also recognized this anomaly and sought 1o repeal this
discriminatory Amendment in April 1991, but could not succeed, as he did not
have enough voles in the Congress.

President Clinton, with a majonty in both Houses of Congress, has
resolved ta do what President Bush could ot accomplish.

Amerca has reached the conclusion that there is no direct nuclear threat
from Russia or imminent danger of nuclear war. However, its security can be
threatened by mini-nuclear states which could possiblly escalate and draw in
the Ulnited States,

Hence the turming point came when in a Joint Press Conference with

. Pakistani Prime Minister Ms. Benazir Bhutlo, at the time of her visit 1o the

United States in April 1995, President Clinton publically expressed that

withholding Pakistan's equipment as well as the money paid for it, was unfair

to Pakistan. President Clinton has tried to make good his promise to Pakistani

leader that he would request the Codigress for permission to either return
Pakistan its money or its equipment.
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Senator Hank Brown moved President Clinton's initiative in the form of
an amendment termed as ‘Brown Amendment’. He discloged that "the Brown
Amendment authonizing President Clinton to release about $370 million
embargoed arms o Pakistan, wall be introduced in Foreign Operations Bill to
be taken up by the Sconis in Seplember after August recess, '

This, Clinton's Administration is trying ‘awfully hard' in finding ways
of helping Pakistan, Two wvital arms of Clinton Administration, the Defence
Depariment and the State Department, have strongly urged the U.5. Senate (o
support President Clinton's imitiative for release of Pakistan's withheld
military equipment.

On August 3, 1995 Defence Secretary, Perry approached most of LS.
Senators through a letter recommending that the President Clinton’s initiative
be supporied when it comes up in the shape of amendment moved by the
Senator Hank Brown., The next day, the Acting Secrelary of Stale, Peter
Tarmofl, wrote a simular letter 1o the Senslors. A key element in the
commapmication wak the fact that bolh these we=mor cabinel members HI'I-pI'I-I-EIHd
the unjust and unfair manmer in which Pakistan has been treated by the United
States since the imposition of Pressler Amendment since 1990.%%

The United States of Amenca, now seems, is prepared to help Pakistan
financially and otherwise. A number of large U.5. multinationals are being
persuaded to invesi about five billion U.5. dollars into Pakistan®s energy
sector.

Thus, new dimensions and new foundations of Pak-U.5. relations are
being determaned; and, therefore, Brown's Amendmem supporied by Clinion’s
Administration can, indeed, be remarked as the ‘mile stone” of the new era of
Pak-U.5. relaticas.

However one must realize that [nternational politics is not very different
from ordinary real life where individuals and eatities join forces only when
there exists some commvanality in goals and ohjectives.

MNow the UL5. has realized that non-proliferation South Asia is & regional
issue which involves the secunty of the countries concernsd. Moreover this
particular issue also has linkages with on going political disputes in the region.

In the prevailing situation, Pakistan needs to be urged 1o explain s
position in clear terms. [t has a strong case i asking for & non=discnminatory
free and mom-country specific lepislation. Thus Pakisten can pul ils case
logically and rationally that it cannot be expected lo give up iis nuclear option
umilaterally and withoul meeting its legiimate secunty needs. I the LU.5.
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wishes to achieve the goal of non-proliferation in South Asia, it must first level
the nuclear playing field; and that is possible only when the Pressler
Amendment is finished,

The cold war may have ended, but the cold war between India and
Pakistan has not ended. Rather, afier cold war, the tension and the danger in
the region has boen increased by indigenous uprising in Occupied Kashmir.

Kashmir remains the core issue that divides India and Pakistan. The
Kashmir problem underlines the security dilemma for Pakistan, as two, out of
three, times the two countries gone to war over Kashmir. Thus peace in South
Asia is threatened by the prevailing situation in Kashmir.
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Impact of NGO Activities on
Socio-Economic Development of
Rural Women : Evidence from
RDRS Programmes in a Selected
Area of Bangladesh
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INTRODUCTION

Sitwation of rural women in Bangladesh is such that it presents a dismal
picture. The rale of literacy is very low. Only 16 per cent of women are
liternte compared 1o 31 per cent of men,! The rfioc of female (o male
enrollment is approximately 1:3 in primary, 1:4 in secondary and 1:26 1n
higher education and the female dropowt rate at every level is much higher than
that of the male students.? Although the vast majonty of the population are
underprivileged, poor and lliterate women bear the brunt of poverty and
ignorance thal are more vast and complex.®

The rate of participation of women in education and employment 1= very
different.® While men tend to monopolize executive jobs and are decision
makers women mostly do secretarial work or are engaged in narsing, schodol
teaching or other subordinate or less well paid jobs?

Rural women in Bangladesh have long repuined an wnrecognized
contributor o agncultural and ecopomic productivity. However, i recent
nmes there has occurred & significant change in Women's SOCID-ECOMDIIG
status and & larger number of women are now taking up wape employment and
othef ml:u:lnk:-:mning activities outside their homes.® This ch;-ng-: is the
owlcome of government and NGO sctivities. Instead of the community level
programmes, Rangpur Dinajpur Rural Service (RDRS), an NGO followed a
new approsch (o development known as ‘tarpet-group approach’. Although the
participalory approach followsd by RDRS has nl lounched  separate
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Girsduaste Student, Depafimend of Apnculhursl Bconoamiin, Bampladond Apnculbsml LPavemly,
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programme for women, women's development 15 a8 central part of all s
activities. With the implementation of its sctivities RDRS has created an
impression that it has done a lot of work to improve the living condition of all
members 10 general and that of the vulnerable rural women in particalr,

Kurigram being one of the poorest of the poor areas in the region, it was
covered by RDES in North Bangladesh. The focus of the paper i5 1o look mto
ihe impact of RDRS in improving the economic conditions in ithe locality
particularly that of the_women in some RDRS project areas in Sadar Thana of
Kungram district near hungram tosn.

The main objectives of this paper are noted below :

(1) To determine the increase in income, cemployment and the poverty
alleviation potentials of RDRS development activitics.

i) To examine the role of women in decision making prxess on
imiportant household affairs.

METHODOLOGY

To attain the ohjectives of the preseni siudy, a preliminary survey was
conducted in 10 villages under the Project aneas of RDRS in Sadar Thana of
Kungram distnct to understand the broad socio=economic charactenstics of the
arca. Households" participation with RDRS ta 1986 wus the basis of selection.
A!‘I‘u.mg the het af pun;nhﬂl works  homestead lfrin:llll."uhl Fnﬂl:k‘!i-:d‘l
appeared 1o be an important aspect reflecting the sipgnificant role of women,
The other reasons behind the selection of the area were casy communication
facilitics, & relatively homogeneous physiographic condition and acquaintance
of the researchers 10 (he Project area,

In order to meet the objectives, & survey schedule was carefully prepared
to record the required data on various aspects of the study. A draft schodule
was tested with some women group members in each willage. The schedule was
finalized after necessary correction, moslification and adjusiments being made,

For maintainng the consistency and companng the changes before and
after coming to RDRS, proup members of five villages under four unions of
Kungram Thana who came under RDES in the same year {19868) were tnken as
the sampling units, Sample frame contamed 110 women (samgpling unit) feom
where 30 per cent (3% women) were selected randomly as sample. Four
samples were dropped due 1o erroneous and inconsistent answers reported by
the respondents and the final sample size was 55 familiss.
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Data were collected through personal interviews by trained investigators.
The data were collected during the months of June and July n 1994, Al the
time of interview, the questions were asked systematically and if needed
necessary clarifications were given. Care was taken 1o ensure the correctness of
the data supplied, I there were stems which were overlooked or found
contradictory, these were corrected through a revisit,

INCOME GENERATION

Income sources were divided into six components hike crops. vegetables,
fruits and trees, dairy and poultry and their products, agnculiural camings
from wage labour and wage camings from non-agricultural labour, For
measunng changes, absolute changes in parameters dunng 1986-1994 were
converted to money value at the terminal vear (1994) prices, The comnbution
of each of the sources 18 discussed i bref below,

Income Generation from Sale of Crops

The respondent households were able to increase average per family
domestic production, consumplion and income from sale of crops (Table 13. It
is observed from the Table that after their invelvement with RDRS (July 1936
ta July 1994) the average consumption of the houscholds imcreased by 33 per
cent while wheat consumption increased by 111 per cent followed by mice (31
per cent) and pulses (18 per cent).

Average imcome from sale of all the crops increased (Takle 1), The
highest increase was observed in case of nee (131 per cent) followed by pulses
{59 per cent), musiard (58 per cent) and wheat (51 per cent), Overall a 46 per
cenl increase of income from sale of all crops was observed.

TABLE |
Change in Consumption and Income From Sale of Crops
{In Taka)
Conmumpdion fale
':h.'fl Change Chinje
Aflar Tefivr Pt Afer | Before Percenuge

Rice 340 15450 i SHORD 23] 96 131
Pulses 14548 13333 I8 $3.34 3043 %
M wutmpad = == — 6l 75 3. TR} 5
Wheat 134.70 83,93 1 ARTD 4549 51
Tubizoo - = = SH.R3 TL5) =30
lime: - = — WiM W5 ]
Tioal M#SE  1BR1DF L 106676  TID.AG 4

Smirse | Fleld Survey, o9
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Changes in Income from Sale of Wage Labour in
Agriculivral Activities

It is ehserved from the Table 2 that overnll average per family eamings of
the households from sale of labour increased by 3 per cent only after their
involvement with RDRS. The earnings of hushands were the highest (Taka
1894, 1 2 househald) before the houscholds came under RBRS which decreased
o Tk, 1762.75 (7 per ceni reduction), Other male members whose income
from wage labour amounted to Tk. 35.29 only before joining RDRS was
estimated (o TV, 135.29, Wives and other female members did not eam from
agricultural wage labour earlier. After participating in RDRS activities they
were found to camn Tk. 23,53 and Th. 58.83 respectively.

TABLE 2
Change in Income from Wage Labour in Agriculiural Activities
{In Taka)
Labour given Income Per Year
by After Before Change Percentape
Huskanda 1762.75 15%4. 12 1
Crker Male Member 135,29 15.29 284
Wives 23.53 — =
Orher Female Members 5883 - s
Total 198040 1929 .41 3

Average per family change in income eaming from non-agricultural
sources by categores of labour 15 presented in Table 3 which shows that
hushands of each househald eamed an average af Tk, 4567 .5 before their
participation which increased 1o Tk, 10130.39 at the time of the study 122 per
cent increase), The present income of other male members was Tk, 1452.95 as
compared 10 the previous income of Tk, 264.70 (449 per cent increase).
Simalarly, the previous income of wives was Tk. 123.73 which increased to
Tk. 1729.60 (129€ per cent increase), Overall a 168 per cent increase in
annual average income per family from non-agricultural activities was earned
by all categories of households after they joined the RDRS project activities.
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TABLE 3
Change in Income Mrmm Non-Agriculiural Activities

{In Taka)
Labour given Average Income (Taka)
by Affer Before Change Percentape
Hushands 10130, 456725 122
Oiher hMale Members 1452.95% 26470 444
Wives 1729 60 123.73 1198
Taotal 13312.93 4955 .68 168

Table 4 depicts the overall satuation of increase i total imcome from the
own lund of the concermed families increased by 54 per cent, and that from
wage labour by 3 per cent. Income from |1_.|rd labour {excavation, working as
munid-servant) decreased by 26 per cent and that of lighi jobs increased by 45
per cenl. In general average per famuly tolal income increased by a
commendable 43 per cent.

TABLE 4
Average Per Family Total Income
I Taka)
Source After Before Change Percentage
Agricultural Sector 4987 49 323350 34
(Crwn Land)
Agriculiural Sector 1980 40 1929.41 3
I'Wage Labour)
Mon - Agricultural Sector
- Hard Woark 16152 218.00 - 26
— Light Service 13312.93 895568 18
Total 20442 34 1433699 43

CHANGES IN STATUS OF WOMEN

Women's share in family income, their working expenience out side home
and their participation in awareness training programme offered by RDRS have
had an impact ca the socio-economic status of women. Change in status of
women has been discusasd under three major heads,
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Change in Participation Eale in
Selfl Development Activities

Women's participation in different social activities increased considerably
after their coming under RDRS group (Table 51, Women did not participate in
village arbitration, shopping and visiting Union Council to sttend federation
meetings before being involved with RDRS. Afier coming under RDRS
women paid frequent visits to Kurigram town and these visits increased by 282
per cent. Women did not attend “Somitre’ or group (o save money on their own
initiative hefore coming under RDRS. Afier their involvement with RDRS it
became mandatory for them to attend group or ‘Somine’ meetings and the
participation increased by V150 per cent. Overall women's participation
increased by 703 per cent 1n social and other sell development activities.

TABLE S
Rate of Participation in Sell Development Activities
Participation (Days / Month)

Mctivities

Afier Before Change Percenlage
Visat Kurigram Town .28 .59 282
Alzend Somitte Groop | .45 002 TI5
Attend Village Arbitration D34 = ——
Shoppeng 0.6 - —
Visai Union Council 0,70 s -
All 4.9 0.61 703

Choange in Attitudes and Yalve Judgement

Table 6 shows that on an average 0.29 women per family maintained
‘purdah’ duning the study period which was mantained by 0.60 women
before, Therefore, aumber of women maintaining “purdich’ reduced by 52 per
cent. At present one woman from each houschold, believed in women job
which was believed by 0.17 women earlier; that means, number of women
believing to pet jobs increased by 488 per cent. Similarly women's atlendance
1o meetings increased by 490 per cenl, women's doing family planning
increased by 238 per cent, women who knew about famaly planning increased
by 4900 per cent and their awareness on immunizng children increased by 165
per cent.
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TABLE 6

Average Change in Attitude and Values of Waomen

Responses (Mo, of Respondents)
Adtitude mnd values Y
consilered =
Chan
After Before Percentage
Do you maintan ‘pardah 7F 029 0,60 A2
Do you believe in women's job? 1 07 458
D you aflend meetings regularly? 1 0.02 4900
Do you adopt family planning? 0.98 0.9 EEL
Do you knew about family planning? I o2 4900
Do wau ihidik 1l i exsential to .
imumunize your chikisen? Q.50 0.34 165
Change in Decision Making Status

Involvement of men, women and both men and women in decision
making for nine different activities is shown in Table 7. Men's dominating
status in decision making reduced drastically after the households joined RDRS
groups. Men did not have any role m decision making with respect to
gardening, caring children and family planning. The activities on which men
made decision earlier were transferred to women for decision making except in
business and service where men were sen practising maore right in decision
miaking reduced by 47 per cent. On the contrary, women also practised
increased right of decision making in all activities. The extent to which women
ook decisions with respect to marrage of daughters and prospective sons
increased sipnificantly afier they were members of RDRS groups. Overall
decisions made alone by women increased by 49 per cent. Participation of both
mes and women in decision making also increased significamtly. The highest
werease of participation of both men and women was seen in case of crop
production (323 per cent) followed by marketing agricultural produce 300 per
cent), using family planming (135 per cent), reanng livestock and poultry (12
per cent) and rearming children (8 per cent). Overall increase of participation
in decision making by both men and women was reported to be 100 per cent
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TABLE 7
Average Change in Decision Making Status of Women
s Waomen Alone (Mo ) Men Alone (Na.) Both (Na.)
i Charge Cha Cha
nge BEt
After [Bafore | Per | Afer | Bofors | Per | Afber | Before | Per
!‘l‘} niegw rlags
Crog Production (R R T E ¥ T R K 68 G 0OE 928
Hlomrairsd | ] a - 5 - = - -
iirdanang
Maruating Agril 0 D04 T O S 1 32 ad  om 1)
Froduor
Prudling msad i3 ] a4 a.1% 058 Al R 029 115
Eapairing Hmue
Heaing | ivomtasck L ] .58 s - oz - e 307 12
wnd Posshtry
Cunng Chikinm L] .50 IL] 2 T a 0.4z (i R (11 1
Wlaimage of hons 08 - - 0. 022 -1 o0 0.0 L
uind [heaig e
Famuly Pitung 0.5 0od  Liakd - - - 043 N F ny .
Pusmens aul Other aif [ Xer] [t ] oAaT a.57 1] 0.4 -
Al LaT T A e 1.42 147 A7 1.26 1.1} LiED
IMPLICATIONS

The foregoing discussion supgests that the participation of houscholds
particularly of women in the RDRS programme sctivities resulted in hagher
income and employment for the participant houscholds. The households were
shle 1o increase domestic production, consumplion and income from sale of
crops, Funher, the average income from sale of all the crops increased. The
distinguishing aspect of change in income was from non-agricultural activities
increased by 168 per cent. The incomes of houscholds and other male members
increased. Bul incomes of the housewives increased more spectacularly.
Further, the employment of women in hard work decreased and that in light
work ipcreased. This 15 & remendous development. One o the signals of
sconomic development is that the dependence of the economy on the traditional
agriculture seclor decreases and the economy gets diversified. As a
consequence, relative role of the agnoulture sector diminishes bul tertiary
sectors are developed. This has happened in the case of the families under
report. The overall level of employment in term of man-years per family
increased: at the same Lime participation of men and women in light jobs and
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service sector increased substantially.” This is a remarkable improvement in
the living standard of the participant households.

Particularly women substantially benefitted from their participation in
RDRS activities. The socio-economic status of the women was enhanced and
the gender problem improved substantially. Men's dominating status in
decision-making reduced drastically after the houscholds joined RDRS
activities. Women in particular exercised increased right of decision-making in
all activities, Overall decision-making made alone by women increased by 49
per cent including aspects such as marriages of sons and daughters and use of
family planning. This is a spectacular impact.

It seems that women's share in increased household employment and
income paved the way for their respectable position in decision-making.
Moreover, it has increased jﬂm:'dn:ishmmlking by hushand and wife which
spems desirable for the well-being of & fumily.

Thus the findings clearly demonstrate that there was a tendency among
women participating the RDRS groups to break away from the confusion of
Fay or Purdah and participate actively in the household decision-making
process,

The findings from this study comply with the results of contemporary
researches, b¥.10.00.12

The empirical evidence suggests in general that the rumml women
traditionally known as the “hirds in & cage' benefited significamly by
participating in the RDRS projects. They got higher income. Their level of
employment also increased. The higher income and employment have
empowered the rural women in making decisions on crucial household matters
which helped reduce the pender problem to a great extent. Thus the overall
impact of RDRS sctivities on the poor houscholds in the study area was quite
commefdable.
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Hexing Indian Technology :
A Space and Missile Analysis

ZULFIQAR ALI CHUGHTAI

INTRODUCTION

India has developed a highly sophisticated indigenous arms industry and
has moved considerably ahead in missile cum space technology, having
developed short range, medium range. intermediate mnge and infercontinental
ballistic missiles. Her defence industrial hase is comprising 39 factories and &
major public sector units.? All these are working under Defence and Research
Development Organization {(DRDO).? India has a huge array of laboratories
and factories and scientists with enough cerehyal capacity to draw up blue
prints for atomic missile and space self-sufficiency and yet must buy weapons
abroa.

The purpose of this paper is to evaluate those technologies of her space
and missile programmes in which major breakthrough have been achieved by
India.

TECHNOLOGY

In her space and missile programme, India has incaorporated the following
technicalities :

l. Crwogenic Rocked Technology : To have maximum paylnad

achieving highest energy levels.

2. Compurer Technology @ To facilitate updating of missile fit/analysis

o board,

3. Solid-Liguid Fuel Ram-Rocker Propultion Techniques - For lomg
range, )

Zulfiqur AJi Chughu i, Awistant Profeace, Depariment of Inermstional Relations, Univesusty af
Blalochistar, Chugiia
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4, Space Technology : To launch satellite and emp satellite imagery for
recce, survey, targetting command con and satellite attack.

5.  High Performance Gyroscopes Acceleromefers @ For guidance/con
BCECUrAcies.

6. Re-entry Shields (Carbon-Carbon-Compasites) @ To have requisite
structural structure with minimum weight to withstand very high
lemperatures.

7. Swrap-on Computer for Guidance : To have minimum CEP.

£, Mulriple Warhead Capability with Desired Warhead 1o Weighe
Rarte ¢ To have minimum destruction potential by nuclear as well
as conventional warheads having flexibility in emp options,

CRYOGENIC ROCKET TECHNOLOGY

Cryo-technology is highly sophisticated and has taken almost 15 years for
development even in advanced nations such as USA, Russia, Japan and France.
Russin has offered 1 cryogenic engines to India. The contract is based on sale
and transfer of technology. Agreement was held in between Russia Space
Agency, "Glavokosmos and Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO).S
This deal was held in 1992 with 250-million U.S. Dollars.* This deal also
involves transfer of Russian technology involved in the roughly 500 million
1.5, Dollars. Indian Space Scienlists are confident of building their own
cryogenic engines and expected ¢ "o launch the country’s first Geostationary
Launch Vehicle (GSLY) by 1997.7* According to latest report ISRP hopes o
have its own cryogenic by the end of 1998.% The study project of cryogens
propellants was started in 1986 with the part of a Rs. 16 crore.” After the
completion of report in December 1983, a contract was signed betwecn
"Russia and India with Rs.235 crore to provide twa flight stages as well as the
technology for muking the engine and stage.... GSLV project wath Rs. 756
crore was approved in November 1990.°* Soun after the contract the Amernican
Worries imposed sanctioned against ISRO and Glavokosmos for two years
which were relaxed in May 1991 due to rencgotiated contract befween these
two organizations; which leaves out the technology aspect. Under this plan
Russia will deliver the first dummy engine in January, 1996. Moreover "India
is to receive two dummies and seven engines® the first fully operational
eryogenic engine will be delivered to India in December 1996, The delivery of
the other six engines will be speed out evenly over the next three years. Under
the revised terms of Rs. 235 crore contract, Russia agreed to supply three
limes more engines, including two dummies and two boosters at no additional
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charge, to compensate for its refusal to provide the technology. ... In a further
concession to India, Glavokosmos agreed to scll an additional thres cryogenic
engines al 1990-91 prices. "

According to ex-Director of Indian Space and Research Organization
Professor U. R. Rao, "Rocket engines were being indigenously developed at
the Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC) at Valiyamla. *1?

The hasic design of India’s indigenous cryo engine and the Cryo Upper
Stage (CUS) for the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLY) has
been completed at LPSC. Special fabrication and test facilities are being set up
for the festing of the CUS on production and the industries have been
identified to fubricate the cryogenic engine. An integrated liquid hydrogen
plant had already been commissioned at the LPSC for the production of the
propellent : even as [SRO hopes to have its own cryogenic stage by the end of
1998. While the eryo control electronic integration had been completed. The
special equipment “required for the fabrication of cryo stage was under
procurement. "

Moreover India is also interested in "using the Russia proton booster (and
her technologies) to place two or three lelecommunication satellites in
geostationary orbil between 1995 and 1997, at a combined cost of over 158

million.*"?

There 15 no formal agreement between these two countries of India and
Russia not to be export the engine to olther countries or o modernize them
without Moscow's consent and to use them only for peaceful purpose.

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

India’s network of computer is consisting of [BM, the Param, Flosolver,
Anupam and Pace Plus. She needs computer technology for her defence missile
programme as they are vital in fields such as metrology, aerospace, where
million’s of calculations are required rapidly. India purchased Super Computer
XMP-14 from United States. Later U.S, refused India for second one. India
with the help of Centre for the Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC)
in Pune, made his own version known as PARAM,

Indian scientists decided to organize a platoon of computers called
parallel processors, linked by a sophisticated software to act as one giant
computer working with small teams and on & shoestring budget they have come
up with some remarkably versatile substitutes ;
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1.  NAL (MNational Aeronautical Laboratory) at Banglore built Flosolver
a parallel processor that is almost half as powerful as the Gray
XMP. These are being used in the fields of cryptography for

defence manufacturers.

2. PARAM of Centre for the Development of Advanced Computing
(CDAC) was a complex 64-node Linkage that gives it the ability 1o
match supercompuler in speed.

3. Meanwhile, the blindingly fast chipps 16, a parallel processor
developed by Banglore — based Centre for Development OF
Telematics (CDOT) 15 already being used by Tata Institute of
Fundamentu] Research,

4.  Indian Defence Research Development Organization (IDRDOY),
which peeds super computers in its programmes ranging from
massile to combal aircraft 15 satisfied with & computer developed by
all Hyderabad based Advance Numerical Research and Analysis
Group (ANURAG)."

In Fehruary 1994 India achieved a milestone in super computers through
“indigenous parallel processing technology with the wse of a 32-node
microprocessor chrstened Anupam. ... Anupam is capable of giving 40
million instructions per second, The fastest microprocessor of the US giant ...
eight processors each with its own memory of 32,26 mb size were connected
by a high speed bus, The resull was a computing machine that pave =
computing power of 100 to 200 million floating point operalions per second.
The system was expanded to 16 nodes and doubled to the 32 podes system
which gave high speed.”' India had achieved high performance for
compatational Muid dynamice code relating to caleulations of airflow around an
wreraft which was more than six times faster than an 1BM Computer.

After the liberalization of Amerncan export controls on Computers in
February 25, 1994, the commerce department of India had issued a notification
for purchase of computers “with a rating of upto 500 MTOPS."!* Beyond this
India is interested in 1000 MTOPS level from America.

Recently Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) wath Defence
Besearch and Development Organization (DRDO) in association with ithe
Bangalore — based India Institute of Science (1I5C) has developed ihe
computer called, "Pace Plus™'® for satellite launch vehicles, combat aircraft,
mussile and under water vessels. According to Prof, Deshpande of the (115C)
*This Pace Plus with eight nodes takes two hours to perform a calculation
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which five years back took 40 hours, By March, when Pace Plus is fitted with
32 nodes, the same computation will take only 35 minutes. =17

SOLID-LIQUID FUEL RAM-ROCKET
PROFPULSION TECHNIQUES

India has some of the world's best in lerms propellant technology and
flight dynamic. Both solid-liquid fuel ram rocket propulsion techniques are
being used in her missile and satellite programmes. The “Solid Propellant
Technologies are being manufactured by (NOCIL) & private sector. However,
France and Japan are willing to sell technology and parts, *'® The “France have
collaborated with the Indian Space and Research Ovganization (ISRO) in the
development of the Vikas engine, hased on the Viking design that constituted
the crucial hiquid propulsion stage in the vehicle.*'* Upto July 21, 1989 Liguid
Hydrogen was pot produced in the country. “The engine was fired using
Liguid Oxygen (LOX) and Gaseous H?ﬂmgu. (GHT) the waler coolsd
version, Now Liquid Hydrogen became avmilable with the help of U.S.
company, Process System International, was commissioned around the end of
(1992) at ISROs Liquid Propulsion Test facilities st Mahendmagini (near
Magercoil) in Tamil MNado.® Poler Satellite Laonch Vehicle (PSLY) has
rustered solid booster and Liquid fuel engine technology, Its first stage was

-the third largest solid propellant rocket in the world. The indipenous
development of pon cryogense liquid propellent (UDMH]) is one such instance,
les second stage is fitted with Vikas liqwid fuel engine. The Agni EO3 is the
first step towards the development of the true inter-continental Ballistic
Missiles. The propulsion systems of Agni is based on two stages with two
suxiliary propulsion systems. *The first stage of Agni is based on solid-fusl
booster motor of SLV-3, whereas second stage twin engine is based on liquid
motor, "

India has successfully flight-tested a state of the art propulsion system for
third gemeration “fire and forget’ anti tank guided Nag missiles, This light
weight propulsion svstem has separated booster and sustained motors and use
low smoke, high enesgy nitramine as propellant. *2 [n this connection India
has used high strength aluminium alloy called HEIS for fabricating rocket
motor parts, provided motors thermal protection cover made of a composite
glass phooetic ablative materials.

Pirthvi is single stage twin liquid fucl motor with uninhabited Dimethyle
Hydrogen with a Nitrous Oxides is used as fuel in Pirthvi, where as Akash
missile is two-stage which can be launched from a mobile tracked vehicle, has
two-engines. The first stage booster motor is solid fuel and an air breathing
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{ram rocket) engine is the second stage a Conventional warhead could be fitted
onta it. The rocket up to three stages, is considered as a small rocket and solid
propulsion technology is useful, but for space programmes, Liquid propulsion
technology could be adopted.

Cryo Upper Stage

India iz busy in the construction of indigenous Cryo Upper Stage (CLIS)
with the same specification and interface of the one India proposed to acquire
from Russia. A 12.5 tones of Liquid Ozygen (LOX) and (LH2) liquid
hydrogen as propellants ... the thrust chamber would have a multi element
coaxigl injector and a norzle with a expansion ratio of 200 partly
regeneratively cooled and pantly dump cooled. "™ Special fabrication and test
facilities are being set up at Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC) for the
testing of the CUS on production and the industries have been idemtified to
fabricate the cryogenic engine. “[SRO hopes 1o have its own cryogenic stages
by the end of 1998. While the cryo control electronic integration had been
compheted, integration of hardware and sofrware and cryo-mixer ratio control
electronic was under programme. However, the special equipment required for
the fabrication of cryo stage was under procurement. ™

SPACE TECHNOLOGY

India is building two stellite systems (IR3) and (INSAT) indigenously,
The Depariment Of Space (DOS) and the Government of India has given the
go-a-head and financial sanction for INSAT satellite upto INST-2E. IRS-1A
first Indian remote sensing satellile was put in space in March 1988, India is
one of the few countries in the world that bhas developed, launched and
operated its own remote sensing satellites under Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing (1TRS) in the Doon valley. Regard IRS-1A, IR3-IB and [RS-1C are
already being launched. Where as INSAT-2A and INSAT-2B are the
communications satellile.

INSAT-2C satellite has been launched by an Anane rockel in 1995 where
as “INSAT-2D satellite scheduled for launch in 1996-97.°% After the
successful Mlight of PSLY in 1o Low Earth Orbit (LEQ), “the government has
cleared the proposal made by ISRO for three PSLY launchers o hft Indian
Remote Sensing (IRS) satellite on every year beginning 1986 costing Rs, 600
million each™™® IR3-P2 is being used for military purpose. India’s space
technology could be discussed as under

1. PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) Programime.
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2. GSLV (Geostationary Launch Vehicle) Programme.

PSLYV Programme

It was a research project of Indian Space and Research Crganization
{I5R0), under the Vikram Sarabhai Cenire (VSC) in Trivandrum and at the
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh (Launching Pad), It is 14 story tall and 275
tones in weight. It has a functional name : Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle or
(PSLY). “Its mussion is to launch a remote sensing satellite of RS class
weighing around 900 Kg. into a circular orbit around the earth poles at the
height of 800 Km. ... its third generation space launcher, (ASLV} could put a
payload of 150 Kg. into & Low Earth Orbit (LEO) of 300 Km., only & sixth of
PSLV capability.® PSLV has given India Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
(ICBM) capability with ability to launch 5 lones warhesd, whether cherjcal,
biological or nuclear. India is mastering terminal guidance systems and
recently be converted PSLY into mussile (IRM). All this development is
without cryogenic engine. Now India is increasing § times its capabiiity. The
successful fMight of PSLV-3 in October 1994 has converted into
intercontinental range missile. In addition to commercial satellites, the PSLY
has the potential to launch military reconnaissance or communication satellites
which will require a greater frequency of launchers.

GSLY Programme

According to 1995-96 programme India is ready for fifth generation
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle or (GSLV). According to Indian
Scientists “PELY will be used for launching remote sensing satellites, the
GSLV will be used to launch INSAT class satellite into an orbit of 36 000 K.
in space."* This programme has a capability to launch INSAT-2 class of
satellites weighing 2000 Kg. into a geostationary transfer orbit as compared to
PSLY with the capability of launching 1000 Kg. into a 1000 Km polar orbit.
India’s GSLV design can meet : "2.5 tones payload requirement in the
Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO). consistent with range safety, mission
constrmnis, use of proven (PSLV) modules 1o the maximum for cost
effectiveness.** GSLV is a three stage vehicle with the higher population
efficiency of the cryo siage in terms of the specific impulse makes it an ideal
choice for the upper stage of GSLV. It may be noted that : *specific impulse
achievable with eryo-fluids is of the order of 450 seconds compared o 300
seconds of carth storable liquids giving a significant payload increase. For
every one second increase in the specific impulse, the pay load gain 15 of the
order of 10 Kg."* The core of GSLV: "being & 125 toanes solid bowster in
PSLV with four liquid strap-enes of Vikas engine, cach with a propellant



34 Sowth Asian Siudies

loading of 40 toncs. The second stage of GSLV is the Vikas hquid propulsion
systems in PSLY and the last upper stage, a 12 tones restariable cryogenic
engine which uses liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen. The most interesting
aspect of GSLV is its modularity, which without straps-ons has the same
capability om PSLV, with two stfps-ons : can launch over 1600 Kg. into
polar orbit and with all the four straps-ons, can launch 2.5 tones n
peostationary transfer orbit. !

ELECTRONIC WEAPONS SYSTEMS
HIGH PERFORMANCE GYROSCOPES ACCELEROMETERS

In the field of electronic; in weapon systems, India 18 working on
. Electro-Mechanical Companents.

2. Electro-Chemical Components,

3. Electro-Optical Components.

In these fields of electronic there are five big erganizations "DRDO.,
BDL., HAL, ISRO., ECIL."* are working.

Electro-Mechanical Components

DRDO and BDL have developed a large number of free gyroscopes, rate
gyroscopes, rate integraling  gyroscopes, pccelerometers,  transducers,
preumatic and hydraunlic components upto a level of precision and accuracy.
Moreover computer guidance system on missile which is fed data while in
flight by specialized duta-gathering devices such as accelerometers and
gyroscopes has been successfully developed. With her circular error
probability of about 100 meters; now India is ready 1o sell "her own buili
MIG-29 operations and mainicnance simulator, *'

Electro-Chemical Components

Electro Chemical Industries Limited (ECIL), has been making nickel
caldmium batteries. Indian Space and Research Orgamization (ISRO) has been
developing batteries for some of its launchers, DRDO has developed and flight
tested thermal batteries and primable silver znc and fluosilicic lead acid
batteries. Progress has been made in “Salt Water activated battenes, CECRI,
Karaikudi too has some expertise.”* The Bhbarat Dynamics Limited (BDL)
with its facilitics for making missiles hatteries may be the best choice for the
technology holding hase. India is developing *flash’ memory chips which can
retain information even when power is off and will replace computer disk
drives.™*
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The Semiconductor Complex Limited (SCL) in Chandigarh with Bharat
Electronic Limited (BEL) a premier micro-electronic venture of the
Government of India at Mohali, "are trying to manufacture” micromaster
monolithic microwave integrated circuit design and procesang technology,
gallivam arsenide and indium phosphide technologies., '

"SCL is specialist in computer - sided designs and were working in the
field of process engincering and fabricated Very Larg Scale Integrated Circuits
(VLSIC) under DRDO, "V

Electro-Optical Components

BEL has & production unit near Pune for night vision devices. The balk
of the other components such as low light television cameras, infrared
detectors, laser optics, laser material, charge coupled devices, thermal Imaging
and pyro electric, continue to be imported,

RE-ENTRY SHIELDS (CARBON-CARBON COMPOSITES)
In this field India acquired the following techaology :
1. Super Alloys,
Super Conductor,

Special Alloy for High Temperature Strengths for Space.

2
3
4. All Composite or Technology of Advanced carbon Composit.
5. Rare Earth Metals,

-]

Stealth Technology.

In the ficld of Carbon-Carbon Composites : Mishra Dhatu Nigam Ltd.
(MDNL), Acropautical Development Agency (ADA), Indian Institute of
Technotogy (IIT) at Kanpur, Defense Metallurgical Laboratory (DMRL) at
Hyderabad are working day and night. Mishra Dhatu Migam Ltd. (MDNL) has
manufactured & Super slloys, titanium and special steel required for defence
hardware, space and other engineering communication expuipments, Besides
these super alloys India has been successful in developing a special alloy of
“nmiobium, hafnium, *** for the country's space programme. With this India has
become the second country in the world after the United States 1o produce the
special alloy which combines high temperature strength with good ductlity,
According to Dr. Sinha a Project Directar at Nuclear Fuel Complex (NFC),
“muternials like indium, bismuth, cadinium, selenium, gold and iantalum
having & very high pusity (up 099.9999 per cent) required by electronic and
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other industries in the country were already being produced in the NFC's
special materials plant using suphisticated techniques like zone-refining,
electron beam, melting and eletro refining.*

Al the Indian Institute of Technology (NIT), “India has achieved a
breakthrough in the field of High Temperature Super Conductors (HTSC)™™
with the help of national heavy-ion gecelerator in Caen, France,

India which is endowed with the World's third largest deposits of rare
carth metals, has embarked on an ambitious programme and have been
successful in fabricating tify, powerful rare carth magnets of miniaturized
electronic good, defence, merospace and medical applications. These tny
magnets are made of an alloy of iron, boton and the rare earth matenal
neodymium in Defence Metalurgical Laboratory (DMRL]) Hyderabad under &
project sponsored by the Technology Information and Forecasting Council
(TIFC) of the Department of Science and Technology (DS5T). The process
involves "preparing the alloy in a special melting furnace under vacuum
provent contamination by atmospheric oxygen and subsequently reducing cis
iren ingots 1o micron sized particles. Magnets made by this technology deliver
the maximum flux and retiin their permancnt magnetism at sufficeintly higher
operating temperatures. "'

One of the proud achievements in the ficld of alloy is using *Carbon
Composites for parts of fuselage currently made of Aluminum-Lithiem
alloy™ and asrospace technology by fabricating and integrating in “All
Composite Wing™' for the country’s indigenous fighter. *All Composite
Wing™ is that it would result in reducing the weigh of the air craft upto 60 per
cent, It is made of & combination of plastic materials reinforced by carbon
fibers. This new technology was also employed for fabricating the LCA's tail
fin. India has developed “Stealth Technology™® which gives its war planes
stealih-like characteristics, such projects has been in existence since 1991, The
project involves developing a special plant which can reduce the reflectivity of
combat aircraft 1o reduce chances of detection by enemy radars. The must
significant achievement of Indian scientist is "qualification of the indigenously
developed silica phenolic material used in the nozzle of the liquid engine. The
material insulates the pozzle against flames that emerge from the rockel al
temperature of 1300°C, "4

CONCLUSION

Through one of the world®s poorest nation, India is engaged in a military
build up that is sending shock-waves not only to ils South Asian neighbours



Hexing Indian Technology @ A Space ard Missile Analysis 17

but beyond the region. This is a sinful spending for a country whose people
are so poof though about 40 per cent of its population lives below the poverty
line. yet its armed forces are smuller than oaly those of the USA and China,

According to Dr. Pervaiz Igbal Cheema “Indian motivation for iis own
missile (and space) programme” to be grouped into two categorics. The first
category inovles national security and military-strategic conssderations, ... The
second cateogry views the missile programme in terms of New Dehli’s push
for economic, scientific and technical self-reliance, a broad national strategy
that seeks to prevenl excessive foreign influence over its political, BcOnOmic
and social well being. **® The US has tacitly recognised India as missile power,
The Monetary Institite of Proliferation, California, in its study entitled,
India : Emerging Missile Power says. “the ceotral question facing the
international community is not whether India will have significant missile
capabilities, but rather how best to deal politically with India as missile power
and bow to ensare that India does not become a missile exporter, ™

Hexing of Indian Technology is now at the twilight of her self-
sufficiency. Now [ndia is in a position to build anything they want.
REFERENCES

1. The delails of theis ordinance flcionos sny

5. Bame of Mumberaf | 5, Name of Rumbsr of
Mo, Cay Factories N, City Facionies
I Dichirsdun 2 14  lsbsl P 1
1 Kasgpur 5 15  Humrarst Par 1
3. Mhamatia 1 16 Ambaghari 1
4. Bhandars 1 17T Cosmsipore 1
5. Chandigarh i 18 Charfs 1
6. Ansambodu i 19 Shahjhan Pur 1
7 lshapors 2 MW Medsk 1
H.  Tiruchirspalll 1 21 Mursd nsger I
9.  Ehusawsl | 12 Avedi 3
10, Karkee 1 I Yamngson 1
L. Ambarnath i M Dam Dum 1
i1. Dichu Road 1 13 kmn 1
i3, hmarsi 1 Total kT

Tradaas Toasl Musber of Festorics are 34




k1 South Asian Studies
L The deils of o Public Sector Linios srs 1

) Bherst Dynamic Limited (BDL},
M Hendustan Aseonsutics Liméed (HALY,
fu}  Bharat Earth Meovers Limited (REML).
i) Mazagon Dock Limined (MDL).
) Ganfe Resch Ship Builders Engineer Limited (GRSBE).
fil GO Shipyard Limsted (551
i) Bharet Electrons: Limied (RELY.
i) Mishrs Dhatu Nigam Limited (MDHL),

). DRDO cpersies throwgh & network of sround 47 lshoratonies and catahfishmesa
Excated matsomeade wnd eunoed by over 34,000 personnel, including about 16,000 sciemifis
lechmical person,

4 Raj Chesgappa, *U.S. Emhargo: A Nuisance®, frdia Today, Mew Dehf, Aped 15,
1585,

3. Rajendes Frabhu, "Genersting Diusican on Crya Deal®, The Hindustan Tlmes, Mow
Diehli, Aisgust 6, 1993,

B The Mindasran Times, Mew Dehli, March 24, [o54,
7. Tough Tusks for ISRO Sciomiss,” The Hinds, Naw Dahdi, Augpai 2, 1993,
8. N Gopal Ray, The Mindu, Bew [Dhehl, Ramary 11, 19504,

2. Viadimic Redyubin, “Fossia Speeding up Cryo Engise Costrsct”, The Mindu, Nrw
Dekili, April 7, 1995,

0. The Tribwnr, Chandigarh, Janusry 20, |954,
1. The Hirdunas Timrs, Mew Dehli, March 24, |904,

12, Visdimer Redyubin, "Rocket Desl with Hessis Ra-Megoaisied®, The Hindu, Now
Duwhl, April 30, 1593

13, Sariths Raj. "Supar Breskisrough Bul..,,” fadiz Todey, Mew Dehll, Aprl 4, |93
14, “lefis Builds Super Computer®, The Times aof Indig, New Debli, Fehruary 2, 1994

15. €. Rajs Mohen, "India esm now buy higper US. Computars,* The Hindu, Mew
Dihli, Febnaary 26, 1554,

I8, "DIRINs Dream Machine®, The Hindasian Times, New Debli, Febeuary 2, 1995,
17, had,

18 Raj Chengappa. "U.5. Embargo: A Nuisance®, fndis Tnday, Wew Dehli, April 15,
I3,



Hexing Indian Technology : A Space and Missile Analysis v
19, Dinesh ©. Sharsa, "PSLY Failure Pots s Clock Back by & Decsde®, The
Telegraph, Caliutia, Septamer 1, 1993,
). “Tough Task for ISRO Scientiets®, The Miadu, Mew Dehli, auguss 2, 1593,

. Indranil Bensi, "The Incgrated Guided Minsle Development Progrmme”, fndiom
pd'.ﬁn'w Revivw, 1990, P (18

1. P, "Propulsion Sydem for ‘Mag Teated." The Tridwar, Chandigarh, Movember 9,
1948,

1¥. The Tritwenr, Chandigarh, Jamsnry 20, 1594,
4. Thr Hindwinen Tiees, Mew Dobili, Manh 24, 1994,

M. B R. Snkenth, "15%F will be ithe Year of lnsai JC°. The Asian Agre, Mew Dehli,
Tuly 9, 1594,

6. Pravia Sewbhney, “Miliary Sateline are likely w be lsanched by FSLY", The 4aan
Age, Mew Dehli, Movember 10, 19594

I7.  Raj Chengappa, “Boiming e Big Boys,” Inadia Today, Mew Dehlh, Apnl 15, 1504,
L
IR Ihsd.

M., Prof. . B, Ras. "Boosler 18 Ezonomse Growth”™, The Eroomie Tlmes, New Dehli,
My 1, 1993,

3, Thid,
3. Thisd.
33, DROO {Defence Rescarch and Development Chiganialeon),
BDL {Bharwi Dynamic Limited, Hyderhsd).
HAL (Hindustan Asronsutics Limited. Hydembad),
15RO {Indma Space and Reicarch Organiaatios).
CIL {Elecirn Chemnical Indusiries Limiied).

33,  Shananu Cheoetpee, “Indin Eye Forapn Marke 10 Seli MIG-19 Simulstors,” Thr
Ecomosic Fimer, Mew Debli, December 4, 5594

3. W, 5 Mapiyaad, AP VieeMaenhal (Bid), P Misdi, New Dehli, lemusry 20,
15u,

35, Thad.

EL I

37, The Mindwrign Times, New Dehli, Aupud &, 1993,
3. Imdion Express, New Dehla, Jume 13, 18595,

M. Puid.



40 Sourh Asian Studies

40,  The Mimdurion Timer, New Dehli, Ociober 15, 1994,
dl. FTL “india Achieves Breabithrough in Tiny Magacis®. The Pioneer. Mew Dehli,
Divcommbeer 4, 1995,

42 N, Gopel Raj, “Many More Miles b0 Go,” The Fiadu. New Dobili, Decombar 1.
1994,

41, Sriniwes Laxman, “Sclentsts Fabpealed 1CA Wing®, The Timed of fadia, Mew
Daekli, Ckaober 27, 1995,

&4, Dineady Bumar, "Hee Indin Got Sueelth Techoology?® The Timer of India, New
Dehlf, Ocrober 27, (995,

4%, B B. Srikanth, “lndia Test GSLY wity Endigenous Roclel Flusd®, The dslan Age,
Naw Dahli, July 26, 1595,

45, Pervat lybal Chesema, "Arma Build up in Soulth Asia,® Begplonal Shadier, Dilumsbed,
¥ol, XTIV, No, |, Winter 1995-56, p.21.

7. Febmide Adkrf, “lndia: A Misile Power,” Ststepic Presprettors, lilamabad
Waol. 11, Mo, 3, Sumsnesy 1954, p_ 4%,



The Muslims of India :
Post-Election Scene

Dr. MOZAMMEL HAQUE

The Indinn General Elections for the 11th Parliament has produced a
hung parliament and a new govemment under the premiership of H.D. Deve
Gowda had been formed. The main purpose of this paper is 1o analyse the
implications and impact of the latest general elections on the future of Muslims
as well as the role of the Muslim community in these elections and in the
formation of the government.

By their sized and magnitude, India's elections, involving some 600
million voters, with 16,000 candidates battling for 545 seats in the Lok Sabha
of Lower House of the Indian Parliament, were the world's largest exercise in
democracy. Voling was staggered over six days from April 27 through to May
7. A total of 600 million registered volers across the country went o polls o
elect 545 new MPs to Parliament.

MUSLIM VOTE BANK

With the announcement of the general elections and with the predictions
of the opinion polls of the communal and fascist forces gaining ground, the
Muslims all of a sudden became the focal point of adulatory gestures from all
and sundry. At the national level, even the rightist and Hindu fundamentalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP) appeared to have realised that it cannot make any
significant poll impact without wooing Muslims. If anyone did not realise the
significance of the community’s decisive role as an arbiter, it was the Muslims
themsclves. They blissfully ignored the strength of unity much to the glee of
their foes,

Muslims constitute about 12 per cent of the country’s 950-million-strong
population and their voles are crucial in deciding the outcome of some 200

Dy, Mozammel Hrqua, Research Schelar, Depariment of Stadies apd Ressarch, Muslim World
Legjue, Makish-al-Mubsramah, Saudi Arbis,
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Lok Sabha seats in the 545-Member House. Mushims numbering more than
130 emillion in India and forming & solid bloc in many constiluencies, are very
strong in certain pockets, hold the key swing voles in many constituencies and
could turn the tide for or against a particular party.

Political Parties

In its hankering after its traditional vote-bank, the Congress this ime also
took n lead. Prime Minister, P.V. Narasimha Rao, made frantic efforts to
consolidate the Muslim vole bank. Rao himself held separate parleys with
groaps of Muslim leaders right from the outset of the poll season. In Delhi, he
met prominent Muslim leaders and explained the party’s vicwpoint on the
Avodhys issue, The Congress also talked with different tongues on the
Ayodhya issue, which still a very emotional issue for the Muslims. While the
Union Home Minister, Shankar Rao Chavan averred that the party need not
apologize for the Babr Masjid demaolition a leader like Sharad Pawar, former
Chicf Minister for Maharashira, has gone ahead und apologized. The Congress
manifesto did not throw much light on the pany's stand on Ayodhya. [
Maharashtra the Muslims might vole en masse for the Congress or Third Front
candidates, 1o keep the alliance out of power.

The Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party alliance took a back seal. as its past
actions had created several doubts in the minds of Muslims, the scrapping of
the Srikrishna Commission probing the riots in Bombay, being a case in point.
Still, the BIP, which has an anti-Muslim reputation, worked hard to overcome
that, The NF-LF made a strong pitch for votes among Muslims. The Third
Front, on its part, was projecting Mulayam Singh Yadav, the former Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh, as the saviour of the Mushms.

Muslim Leaders

Ok the other hand, Muslim leaders at last scemed to have realised their
crucial slectoral power, geanng up to halt the BIP juggermaut. They started
urging their community to chect candidutes with secular credentials.

The All-lndia Minonties Front appealed to minonties and Dalits
hackward sections to vote for the Congress in those states where the Third
Froat is not strong to defeat the communal parties. Tt decided to support thi
Janzta Dal and Left allies in Bihar, West Bengal and Kerala. Other prominent
Muslim organisations, incleding the IUML, the second largest partmer in the
UDF, also supported the Congress-led front. Another Muslim organization,
the Majlis Ulema in Bibar, publicly extended its support to the Congress Party
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in the elections. It decided that *in the present scenario the Congress is the
only party which could save the country from divisive and communal forces.

Thus, it appears that Muslim leaders and commoners lined up grudgingly
behind India’s ruling Congress Party saying it was a tactical move to keep a
rightwing Hindu challenger at bay and emphasized that they would hack
Congress wherever a *“Third Front® was not s mugor foree,

But there were also others among Muslim leaders who held different
opinions and urged Muslim voters to vode for other parties and they advanced
their own logic and reasons. The Ulerna Council which met in Bombay,
exhorted Muslims to support the Third Fromi candidates and EXEICISe
discretion in constituencies where a candidate from the Front was not
contesting. [ts directives were not normally followed by the educated Muslims
n the urban arcas of the state, Bul in rural arcas, the Council's directives wers
the final word for the Muslim voters,

End Resuli

The end result of this contradictory appeals by the Muslim leaders was
total anarchy and confusion prevailed in the rank and file of the Muslim
vaters. Voders in the Muslim dominated belt even at the last moment did not
muke their minds on their choices. A team of Muslim leaders who toured the
counlry to assess the voters” mood had found the commanity divided over who
to support to defeat the BIP and Shiv Sena,

Actual Voting

Muslim voters in the 78-0dd constitucncies where the communities has 11s
sizeable presence seem to have by and large voled against the Congress in the
recent Lok Sabha elections.,

A computer analysis of UNI/Covoter shows that the voling pattern of the
minoritics have adversely affected the Congress Party's performance in Kerala,
West Bengal and Tamil Nadu. Interestingly, in the process of defeating the
BIP candidates, the Muslims voted for Congress in 12 of the 50 Muslim-
dominated constituencies of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataks, Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh. On the other hand, out of the 28 parliamentary
constituencies where the minority volers have a dominating presence in the
electorate of West Bangal, Tamil Madu, Kerala and Lakhshadweep, the
Congress could manage to win only five seats,

The variety of candidates which the Muslim Volérs supporied in BJP
strongholds can be understood by the number of candidates who were in
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neck-and-neck fight with the BIP candidates in the 50 constituencies studies,
The Samajwadi Party (SF) of Mulayam Singh Yadav received the maximum
support of the minority voters in Uttar Pradesh. The party was in straight fight
with the BIP in as many as 21 parliamentary constituencies where the Muslim
voters are deciding factor, The SP won eight seats, but fost 13 to the BIP due
1o acute communal polanization among volers.

A total of nine parties were in main contest with the BIP. The voting
pattern shows that the minontics have voted the best possible candidate who
could defeat the BIP, irmespective of whichever party he belonged 1o, Bul
wherever there was a strong alternative candidate to the Congress they simply
voted the Congress out of the contest. The Congress had to face hefty negative
swings in those states, where there was some alternative present,

India's Muslims, 110 million of its 930 million people, had long
supported Congress in general elections, attracted 1o its secular stance and (s
promises to prodect their religion. That changed significantly afier the
destraction of a Mosque that bad become & national political focus and the
springboard to the rise of the BIP, many of whose followers insisted it was
built on the hinhplace of Rama. Analysts say the Muslims took the first
opportunity to retaliate, dealing Congress a bruising blow &t local elections
across India last year by voting against it. "Many Muslims even voted for the
Hindu nationalists,” said social scientist Asghar Ali Engineer. They helped
defeat Congress for the first time in Maharashtra, India’s most industrialized
state, which has Bombay as its capital.

Another trend of this election is the rise of Hindu fundamentalist in
Indian body-politic. The rise of the Hindu Fundamentalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) signals the discomfort of India’s majority Hindus with the legacy
of Muslim rulers who ruled India for several hundred years before two
centuries of British rule. The nise of the National Front-Left Front (NF-LF)
clliance as & decisive force showed the political weight of low caste Hindus,
many of whom switched from Congress.

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BIF) GOVERNMENT

The electorate has passed judgement and the verdict is clear. Mo party in
India today can be truly called a national party. The BIP emerged with its best
ever performance in parliamentary clections securing 160 seats against 120 in
the 1991 polls. It just could not win enough scats 1o form the government with
its allies, leave alone going it alone.
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Later, the BIP, which emerged by far as the largest single panty, and the
National Front-Left Front combination, which professed to demonstrate that it
enjoyed the confidence of the majority despite being & minority by itself,
stiked their claims to take the reins of power.

India’s first Hindu Fundamentalist government under the premiership of
Atal Behan Vajpayee, 70, was swomn in as India’s 10th Prme Minister on
|6th May but was asked by the President Sharma o prove his majority in the
Lok Sabha by 31st May 1996, Vajpayee later hasd 1o quit as he could not prove
his majornty.

During the shot-lived government, the BIP has to bent down itself under
the pressure of secularism. To their surprise, the mandate was fractured. The
masses forced the Sangh Pariver to change their tone and language. The short-
lived BIP government was everything minus Hindurva, This was the greatest
climbdown in the history of the Sangh Pariver, a total surrender to the ethics
and values of secularism and a total and complete approval of pluralism, The
show of solidanty by the secular forces is highly commendable as it forced the
Sangh Pariver 1o vacate the seat of power,

Later, President Sharma asked H. . Dewe Gowda, the leader of the
United Front coalition to form the next federal government. The United Front
1 @ loose conglomeration of 14 small and regional partics and is led by Dewe
Gowda. lis main component, the Janata Dal, has only 44 deputies in the
Parliament. The Front mainly depends on the Congress support for survival,
Gowds, former Chief Minister of the southern state of Karanataka, has taken
over as [ndia’s | Ith Prime Minister on 15t June 1996,

NEW GOVERNMENT OF DEVE GOWDA

India’s mew United Fromt government promised to give ‘maximum
autonomy” to Jammu and Kashmir and assured 150 million Muslims that their
religious rights will be fully protecied. Releasing the ‘minimum programme’
of the coalinon government, Prime Minister H. D. Deve Gowda zaid that
Article 370 of the Indian Constitution, which provides special status to the
Jammu and Kashmir state, will be protacied. The problem of the Jammu and
Kashmir state will be resolved through giving the people of the state
‘maximum degree of sutonomy.’ The Government of Pakistan and the
Kashmiri Muslims do not accept this approach because their demand fs not
autonomy but rght of Kashmiri people to join India or Pakistan the through
plebiscite as laid down in the Resolutions of the United Nations.
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Referring to demand of some political parties to abolish Muslim Personal
Law, the Front Programme said “the personsl codes of different religious
communities will not be altered unless and until a consensus emerges in the
religious community for bringing about 8 change.® The United Fromt
Government said that attempts by sectarian or communal forces to erode the
multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-linguistic character of our socicty will
be strongly resisted.

It promised Muslims that the 15-point programme for the minorities will
be enlurged 1o ensure its implementation. "Special emphasis will be placed on
firding solutions to the problems of the minorities in relation to education and
employment opportunitics,

The contentious Babri Masiid issue will be referred by the Indian
Parliament to the Supreme Court under special provisions of he Constitution.
the Common Minimum Programme (CMP) of the ruling United Fromt
declared. The programme also said that stringent steps would be taken 10
implement the Protection of Places of Worship Act.

Following are the highlights of Common Minimum Programme (CMP)
related to Muslim Minornity @

1. The Babn Masjid issue to be referred to Supreme Court.
Strict implementation of the Protection of Places of Worship Act.

)

Maximum degree of autonomy for Jammu and Kashmir.
Back-log of all eourt cases to be cleared within three years.

oo

Principles of democracy, secularism, federalism and social justice to
be sirengthened.

6. Foreigners issue in Assam (o be resolved on the basis of Assam
Aceord.

7.  Elections to Jammu and Kashmir Assembly soon.
CONCLUSION

To sum up, India's just-concluded Parliamentary elections delivered a
message of significant and far-reaching importance to the Muslim Minority of
that country, which it could ignore only to its peril and ruination. First, the
threat of a rightist, revivalist Hindu party, openly advocating the domination
of Hinduism and espousing its own brand of *cultural nationalism®, became a
reality. Previously, the Muslims, who had grown accustomed to the belief that
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such a version of Hindu militant nationalism would never gain dominance in
the nation’s public life, as they relied of too much on the letter and spint of
India’s Constitution and depended heavily on the public pronouncements and
assurances of India®s political leaders, were suddenly faced with a stark reality.
Although short-lived, the threat was there and they are bound to take a serious
note of this and evolve a plan 1o deal, even co-exist with these elements, who
are biding their time and may again become ascendant. Mindurva, thus, was
not & distant threat, it was a grave reality. The forces, which were political
pariahs so far, had gained & new respectahility.

Another feature of this election was that the Bharatiya Japaia Pamy (BIF)
duning its 13-day hegemony as the Party in governance, could not win a single
member of Parliament of any other party to support it. Thus, at least, India's
politicians, may be temporarily, displayed their loyalty 1o certain principles in
the politscal life, which, afier all, is a healthy trend. Not a single Member
Parliament changed his loyalty and crossed over to the BIP.

Thirdly, the issue of corruption in the public life became all-too
important and the common people at large registerad their indignation at the
rising corruption. For an ordinary Indian, corruption became an issue of vital
national concern and they sent o clear mesiage (0 their politicians that they
could not more get away with it Thus & Muslim group or the community as a
whole has the tremendous opporunity 1o propagate the message of honesty,
fairness and morality in the public life and win adberents 1o the idenlopy of
cormuption-free and value-oriented political life. Being the *hest nation evolved
for mankind,” they owe 1o the Indian people at large to discharge this duty for
which Allah kas created them.

Fourthly, the days of the dominance of one party at the centre were
finally over and an cra of coalition governments at the centre had begun. The
Muslim community is, therefore, called dpon to strengthen its alliance with all
depressed and down-trodden sections of the society in order to block the
sdvocale of the Hindu Fundamentalises.

Fifthly, though the Indian electorate voted the Hindu Fundamentalist BIP
the largest single majority party in Lok Sabha, the solidarity of the secular
forces dealt a death-blow 1o the survival of a short-lived Hinifu
Fundamentalist Bharatiya Janata Party.

Sixthly, the claim of the importance of ‘Muslim Vote-Bank® in the
electoral system and in the formation of Indian Government was proved 1o be
wrong, The Muslim community of India has to come out of their divisive and
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fragmented cell and has to forge unity to live a better and decent life. As per
the last statistics, Muslims, who constitite over 12 per cemt of India's
population, should have 81 Member Parliaments, but there are only 23. Thus,
the community is very much under-represented and thus issues periaining to
them are unlikely to gel attenfion. Scats should be reserved for Muslims, as is
done for the Scheduled Castes, from where only members of the community
Can conlest,

The Minimum Programme declared by the United Front government
under the Prime Ministership of Deve Gowda within a very short period,
through vague and sketchy, is commendable. But the main problem of this
government is its coalition nature and the eapenence of coalition government
in India is not very rosy. The question at this moment is © “how long will this
government 1ast7" is disturbing mot only the Indian people but also the rest of
the waorld, It is oo carly to comment on the future of this coalition government
under the leadership of Gowda. But this Govenment gave way and the
Foreign Minister, 1. K. Isujrad took over as the Prime Minister. This
government depends on the selid suppon of the Congress Party.
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INTRODUCTION TO SAARC AND SAFTA

South Asn Association for Regional Cooperation, (SAARC) was
formed between India, Pakistan, Bhuttan, Bangiadesh, Maldives, Nepal, and
5 Lanka to foster cultural and economic cooperalion among member
couniries, The member countries signed South Asian Preferential Trade
Agreement, (SAPTA), at SAARC Summil in Aprl 1993,

Cm one hand, there has been a senous need for increasing the regional
economic cooperation o the bencfit of member countrics on the lines of other
regional economic integration models, On the other hand, Country-of-Origin
paradigms, economic siructures and poiices and dispules among important
member countries may limit the scope of SAARC trade agreement. The goal of
thiz study 15 1o explore problems and prospects associated with SAFTA.
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SAARC AND OTHER REGIONAL ECONOMIC
COOPERATION MODELS

Unlike the North American Free Trade Agreement, (NAFTA) members,
the U.5.A., Canada and Mexico: and the countries of the European
Community, EC. SAARC member countries lack strong democratic traditions
in their political systems. Because of the palitical instabilitics, the respective
governments policies may nisk the economic cooperation between SAARC
member counlnes any fime,

Some of NAFTA and EC countries have the world’s highest educational
and income levels, whereas the majority of SAARC member countries have the
lowest. Consequently, the growth potential of many consumer product markets
are very small in such SAARC countries. U.S.A. and Canada and aEEjoT
players in NAFTA, Germany, France and UK. play major roles in EC.
Simularly, India and Pakistan are main regional countries in the SAARC.

The economic leadership roles of U.S.A. in NAFTA and Germany in the
EC may be comparable with that of India in SAARC. U.S.A., Canada and
Mexico lack historical hostilities, whereas the countries of the European
Community (Greer, 1992) and of the SAARC suffer from hitter past and
present rivalries, The Eoropean Community has established institutions like the
Council of Ministers, the European Parliament and the European Commission
to obtain close cconomic integration. However, so far, NAFTA and SAARC
Preferential Trade Agreement aim only at better economic coOperation.

The countries of NAFTA and the EC contribute 1o the major share of the
world trade. Whereas South Asia currently accounts for only 0.8 per cent of
the world exports and 1.3 per cent of world imports (Waslekar, 1994), The
population of South Asian countries is about two billion that is more thas six
times that of the European Community and about four times that of NAFTA
countnes.

COUNTRY-OF-ORIGIN PARADIGMS AND THEIR IMPACT

Country-Of-Origin (CO0), Country-of-Design (COD) and Country Of
Assembly (COA) have cffect on consumers’ evaluation of a product and
traditional price-quality relationship appears to be couniry specific {Chao,
1993). His research showed that consumer evaluations of design and produce
qualities are influenced by price, COD, and COA. Nagashima (1970} defined
country image as ;
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*The picture, the reputation, the sterectype that businessmen and
consumer attach to products of a specific country. This image is created
by such variables as represenfative products, national chamcteristic,
economic and political background, history, and traditions. ®

From the marketing perspective, Roth and Romeo (1992) defined country
image as the overall perception consumers form of products from a particulss
country, based on their prior perceptions of the country’s production and
marketing strengths and weaknesses,

They have also defined the dimensions of country image: Innovaliveness
as use of pew technology and engineering advances, Design as appearances,
style, colours, and varicty. Prestige as exclusive, status and brand name
reputation. Workmanship as  relishility, dursbility, crafismanship and
manufacturing guality. Roth & Romeo (1992 explored some product-country
matches and mismatches, For example, Japanese auto and German walch are
favourahle product-country matches and Hungarian auto and Mexican watch
are unfavourable matches.

The electric theory of intemational production posits that the pattern of
foreign investments should vary by country of ongin. Schroath, Hu and Chen
{1993) found that Country-of-Ongin cffecis are indeed present -in foreign
investment activities in China. In order for & firm to be induced to produce in
foreign markets, whatever type of market inefficiency exists, it must have
specific ownership advantages, asscts or endowments, thal exceed the costs of
servicing 8 distant market 0 an unfamiliar environment and allow it to
compete favoursbly with the indigenous industry, How the firm uses als
ownership specific advantages, i.e., sells, leases or internalizes them (o some
greater or lesser degree, is dependent upon the economic rent denved from
their use in conjunction with the resources available in the foreign market.

One of the distinguishing charactenstics of firm-specific endowments
thought to be attributable to Country-Of-Orngin is economic, cultural or
political relationship of the home country to the host country, which is thought
to lead to close peychic distance and therefore & greater degree of exploitation
of any other firm-specific advantage (Schroath, Hu and Chen, 1993},

Lee (1993) found that country’s credit worthiness perceplions are largely
bated on a country's economic performances, which are expectad 1o reflect
long term political stability. In addition, the frequency of changes i regame
and armed conflict both reflecting political instability, also affect the credit
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ratings. Miller (1993) also supports the relevance of country-level assessments
to political, policy, and macro-sconomic unceriainties.

Country-Of-Origin  effects and SAARC Economic Cooperation :
Comparative advantage is the main reason of trade between any fwo countries.
However, in South Asian countries, there are very limited number of jtems
which can be tmded beneficially among SAARC member countries. For
example, textile is the largest industrial sector of Pakistan but, both Pakistan
and India compete internationally for textile goods. In fact, India as a source of
cheaper textile goods has eroded the international competitiveness of Pakistan's
textile sector. (EIU, January, 1994). Main exports of Pakistan are raw cotton,
textiles and garments, rice, carpets and leather goods. India also has a similar
range of export items.

However, on & comparative advantage basis, [ndien exporis include
computer software; project and consultant services involving engineering, civil
construction and skilled manpower; chemicals, and auto spare parts (EIU,
March, 1994). Lack of proper copyright laws in Pakistan will restrict the
Indian export of computer software to Pakistan. Political uncertaintics,
disputes and lack of funds will undermine the possibility of project exports 1o
Pakistan und other SAARC countries,

Because of the lack of funds, the Mrs. Bhutto's Goverament in Pakistan
abandoned the Peshawar-lslamabad section of national highway project and it
intends to reduce the Islamabad-Lahore portion of the expressway from six to
four (EIU, November, 1994). Nawaz Sharif Government has speeded up work
on the Motor Way. Manufactuning goods from Japan, Germany, UK., and
U.5.A. enjoy favoursble consumer evaluation all over the world and so do
they in Pakistan and India, While, chemicals and auto spare parts from India
will suffer from unfavoursble Country-Of-Origin effects in Pakistan and other
SAARC countries,

Armed conflicts and political and policy uncertainties have produced a
great peychic distance (Schroath, Hu and Chen, 1993) between India and
Pakistan that will discourage joint venture options that may be available to the
firms of the two countries. Almost all the countries of South Asian region are
suffering from political instabilities. This situation has negative effects on their
credit worthiness, One of the functions of export promotion apgencies of a
country is 10 extend credit to foreign customer in order to increase the demand
of its couniry’s exports. Trading firm also may extend cradit to their foreign
customers in order 1o increase or maintain the demand of its goods in a foreign
country.
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However, in the event of political instabilities in SAARC couniries, both
the firms interested in regional trade and export promotion agencies may not
afford credt to their customers in other member country and consequently may
nol maintain of increase exporte,

All SAARC countries lack proper infrastructure, suffer from bereaucratic
hurdles and experience political uncertaintics. All these factors will reflect an
increase in costs invelved in a regional trade transaction. Because of this
incfease in costs, the exporting firm may not compete favourably with
indigenous  industry of the country of importing firm as indicated by
(Schroath, Hu and Chen 1993),

ECONOMIC STRUCTURES AND POLICIES
AND THEIR IMPACT

India and Pakistan together constitute 80 per cent of the region’s GNP of
more than LSS 350 billion and the cooperation between them is crucial for the
success of the lrade agreement (Waslekar, 1994). Traditionally India has been
showing unwelcome attitude foward certain kinds of international trade.
Recently India has adapted a liberal trade policy. However, the business
expenence of foreign firms has been less than joyful. Equally applicable 1o the
interested firms in SAARC member countries, the most serious complaints of
foreign firms about the business operating conditions in India, according 1o
EIU, July, 1993, include bureancracy and corruption, poor custom policies
and practices, fNoancial difficulties, creaking infrastructure, poor quality of
locil supplics, poor labour productivity, and an unfuir and slow legal system.

Other SAARC partner, Pakistan also faces most of the same problems as
India does, These problems include inadequate infrastructure, a poor law and
order situation, hureaucratic hurdles, political instability, and price controls.

The South Asian Prefercotial Trade Agneement has opened the door to
India’s consumer market. But the distribution is difficull and competition from
other foreign firms and domestic firms is intestifying. Indeed, for ANy mew
entrant to this market, it will take considerable expense to establish the
extensive distnbution network required for national marketing and necessary
marketing muscle to compete effectively with long-established domestic firms
and multinational affiliates (E[U, July, 1993).

Both India snd Pakistan are giving special attention to the agriculture and
food processing sector because of income, employment and forsign exchange
objectives. Indiar. exponts of agricultural products have risen over the years
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and they were Rs. 10 hillion in 1993-04. Along with traditional exporis of
wheat, rice, spices and tea, India has started exporting fruits, vegetables,
flowers and mushrooms. More of these exports are being traded to Europe and
East Asin,

Obviously because of Indian government subsidies, price controls and
related public investments in agriculture secior, regional firms will find 0t
extremely difficult to compete with Indian indigenous firms and their
agricultural exports to India are likely to be negligible.

India and Pakistan are making progress in competing for foreign private
capital for infrastructure development. This way, their trade and espocially
imports will be related to the infrastructure development machines, services of
foreign specialisis, manufacturing goods and raw muterials. Almost all the
projects are being undertak=n by the firms from U.S.A., Europe, and ihe
eountries other than the members of SAARC (EIU, November, 1994). This
fact shows that most of the imports for both countries will be from the
countries of origin of thess firms or from other developed ones. Conssquently,
the trade among the SAARC member countries regarding the infrastructure
development projects will be ounimum.

Most of the SAARC member countries have revenue structures closely
dependent wpon custom duties. For example, the custom duties in Pakistan
account for more than 40 per cent of its total tax revenue. Decisions on lanff
reductions as promoted by South Asian Preferential Trade Agreement, may
cause the government to face severe budgetary problems (EIU, May, 1994a)
and (EIU, May, 19945). Already the budget deficit in Pakistan is approaching
8 per cent of GDP (EIU, Jamuary, 1994). Therefore, the Governmenl of
Pakistan may not be in a position to reduce import taxes, to meet the goals of
SAPTA, without finding some substitute means to compensate for the expected
revenue foss,

Indian governments have been following protection policies for the
domestic firms becsuse of employment and growth objectives (Gosh, 1991).
Similarly, most of the regional trading firms will lose their competitiveness
against indigenous firms in Pakistan because of high tanff related taxes,

Besides high tariffs, Pakistan applies a varety of other chasges 1o
imports. For instance, all imporis are subject 1o a 5 per cent education tax
called fgra Surcharge. Most imports are also subject to a & per cenl import
license fee, 12.5 per cent sales tax, and an impont surcharge from 7 per cent to
10 per cent (EIU, May, 1994a), Because of their economic policies and
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economic structures, the governments of SAARC member counirics may adop
a cautious palicy for carrying out the given regional trade agreement,

Furthermore, SAARC member countries lack regionally acceptable
institutional support for the regional trade. Most of the financial institutions
supparting the trade transactions are operated by the governments only, This
sifuation may not be feasible to the trading firms of other regional countries.
For nstance, the insurance sector in India is operated by the Indian
government, [ndia nationalized its insurance sector 20 years apo Sidhva
(June 4, 1994). Similarly, all the imports in Pakistan must be insured by
domestic firms except the shipments financed by the U.S. Apency for
International Development (EIU, May, 19044),

DISPUTES AND THEIR IMPACT

Most of the member countries suffer from disputes because of one reason
or the other. Relations between the two' major players, India and Pakistan
confinue 10 be strained their dispute Kashmir, Two-third is under Indian
control while the rest is administered by Pakistan.

Muslims on the Indian side have been wiaging a five-year armed struggle
for independence, Pakistan denies Indian ¢liims that it is providing armed
support 10 the malitants, Accupied Kashmir, is the only Muslim majority state,
has been under president’s rule since Tanuary 1990, when an armed insurgency
erupted. Kashmins have demanded the night to choose between India and
Pakistan to solve a dispute that has run since 1947 (Bokhan and Sidhava,
June 4, 1995),

The first three decades of Pakistan's history focused on India. Initial
suspicion on both sides accelerated in the shadow of two-and-half wars, Thers
were multitudes of complex and easy problems that faced India and Pakistan—
from the division of national assets 1o the housing of its first officers (James
and Roy, 1992). Bitterness between India and Pakistan prevails. On both sides
officials deny what many suspect, that there is a clandestine policy of Karschi
for Kashmir ; Pakistan backing for the guernllazs in Kachmir and Indian
backing for groups that tumed Karachi, Pakistan's biggest city, into a virtual
free-fire zone (Burns, July 15, 1995),

Normal trade between the two countries has been preventad by ternitorial
disputes, A former governor of Sindh provinee in Pakistan, Mr. Ashraf
Tabani, stated that businessmen worricd shout their goods and investments
being seized if 2 war broke out between adia and Pakistan (Waslekar, March
1994). 1 U.5.A. the Enemy Act prohibs U5, companies 0 engage in trade
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with enemy countries like Cuba and North Korea {(EIU, December, 1994). In
this respect, both India and Pakistan use import licensing requirements to
restrict the trade with each other,

CURRENT ECONOMIC COOPERATION SCENARIO

Indian two-way trade with other SAARC countries is relatively minor,
accounting for some 2 per cent of merchandise trade in 1991-1992 (GATT,
1993). Indian foreign investment is concentrated in 12 countrics including
America, Britain, the Republics of the former USSR, Malaysia, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Singapore, Nepal, Indonesia, and the United Arab Emirates (EIU,
May 1995).

According to GATT (1992), Bangladesh had 5.7 per cent of its total
imports from India in the year 1988-89, Pakistan bans its private sector from
direct trade with India except in 571 listed items. Pakistan recently decided 1o
allow its businesses to import 300,000 tonnes of cement from India, in the
largest single deal between the two countrics, which is seen s a significant
move loward regional trade (Waslekar, 1994).

All the member countries of SAARC are facing balance of payment
problems in international trade, Trade balances for India were -1.0, -2.2 nnid
~1.4 US billion dollars, respectively for 1993, 1994, 1995 (EIU, July 1994).
Similar figures for Pakistan were =38, -3.1 and -2.8 US hillion dollars {EIU,
January 1994). The balance of payments and trade deficit problems are
abviously limiting the scope of regional trade.

SOME PROSPECTS

South Asia produces most of the world's cotton and tea exports, which
can be one of the reasons for the member countries to link up. They can
manimize the advantage by pooling their exports and collectively deciding the
selling price (Waslekar, 1994).

Devinder Singh, President of Punjab Haryana Dehli Chamber of
Commerce, estimates that smuggling and unofficial trade between India and
Pukistan through third countries such as Dubai is worth as much as US$ 500
million a year (Waslekar, 1994). SAPTA has provided an opportunity 1o
streamline the smuggling as regular irade among the two main pariners of
SAARC,

SAARC member countrics have foreign exchange reserve problems and
because of this situation, the trade among them may not be supported.



Fostering Trade Through SAARC 57

Countertrade is most sppropriate under the following objectives, as given by
Neale and Shipley (January, 1989) :

1. To reduce balance of payment problems,
2.  To gain sccess to new markets.
3. To trade substandard products,

All of the above conditions are presest in SAARC member countries.
Thercfore, they may adopl countertrade practices as an initial and effective
means of regional economic cooperstion.

India already has some level of working trade relationships with Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and Bangladesh (GATT, 1993). SAPTA is most likely to
improve on the already existing trade between Indis and thess countries, in the
imitinl period of its implementation,

Both India and Pakistan are gencrally removing or lowering trade
barriers, gradually dismantling currency restrictions and lowening personal and
corporate tates (EIU. January, 1994 and July, 1994). These trends will
definitely improve the international and regional trade,

Sn Lanka may become a romantic location for becoming an export base,
It is improving its Colombo Port facilities for increasing container traffic,
Katunayake International Airport of Sri Lanka is probably the best in South
Asia. In addition, 1 baving & sound legal infrastructure, Sri Lanka last year
announced a sel of updated investment incentives. A low tax rate of 15 per
cent is offered to firms investing in various export industries, tourism and
other services, and both large-and-small-scale infrastructure developments.
Since, 1929 the whole of Sri Lanka has become a frec-trade zone.

Sr Lanka has highly literate and relatively skilled labour force,
Knowledge of English is widespread and wages are low (EIU, March, 1995).
Keeping in view, the ideal characteristics of Sri Lanka, the business firms from
all the SAARC member countries, in general and from India apd Pakistan in
particular, can establish expont processing industries in Sri Lanka and channel
their trade through this third member country,

The Trade Masks Bill 1993 and the Copyright Bill 1992 are awaiting
approval by Indian Parliament (EIU, May, 1994a), Similarly, a patent
legislation draft was submitied o the National Assembly of Pakistan in late
1989. However, this legislation was remanded to the government for further
consideration ard has not been resubmined (EIU, July, 1994). It is hoped that
after the enactment of the proposed laws, business firms from India and
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Pakistan may beneficially trade computer software, motion pictures and printed
matters such as text books.

In the past, both Indis and Pakistan have ofien been in the same clubs,
e.g., the Commonwealth. Shared family ties across the Indo-Pakistan border
and the willingness, and the insistence, of families 10 move back and forth on
visits, made it impossible for India and Pakistan to impose the geographical
isolation of the population,

Encept during times of actual wars, whenever and wherever border
crossing was open, the visits continued (James and Roy, 1992), South Asian
Preferential Trade Agreement may avail the love spinits between the two
countries through more socio-economic exchanges,

CONCLUSION

This study revesls that South Asian Preferentin]l Trode Agreement is a
mexdest beginning toward an economic cooperation among the member
countries, Like the countries of European Community, historical nivalres exist
among SAARC member countries. As it took more than 25 years for European
Community to approach the stage of close economuc inlegration, ooe may
expect that in the long run, SAARC countries too, will achieve some form of
close economic conperation,

Low income levels, lack of infrastructure and proper commercial
institutions and disputes will undermine the prospecis of SAFTA. Export
processing zoncs of & third member country, 5n Lanka may offer acceplable
chanpel of rade hetwesn India and Pakistan. Future of SAPTA and SAARC
itself, depends significantly upon the resolution of Kashmur issue.
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A Study on the Local
Autonomy and Decentralization
System in Bangladesh

TAREK MUSLEH-UD-DIN AHMED

Abgeracl

Loval Government, sxpecially in @ drveloping counary hbr Bangladesh ocoupies an
impovisar posigon in effoenn inwards the berierment of the K af local people. The
prganizanonal setup of the foval gevernmend, i nature, Gactional jursdicnes and
relattonihip with the govwrmeiens are ol aaly inferinked with cach osher bud alic clairly
related o ihe prevailing socio-polivieal and soonemic cpatem, Effeient and effecdve
performance of bal bodies s areded 1o fisce the growing challenger of Local Lfe. Thr
preavnt pudy eramined the el sionomy neiem in g Soudh Asiee cowry Respladesh
witich kas @ bong iradidon of loval gevernment sith particular smphasin on e realufion,
prvaEnt fralured, some Fefieenon oa ke infuencer of boral meenomy ead drsirible fovms
iher the past feo dreades and o half, Bangladeih har exsperimesicd @ perier af
decensralizasion efforn in funnaion-buikling or she local fevel AU the ruling polideal
regimes alirmpied i dreeniralize power and 9 dewelop losinisonr ar the [ocal Level I
bl & polinesl porwer bave. Al these efforts fled b0 prodiuce subiitantial change ba che
stanur of the rystem of locad governmens, The Lacal badies handly enjmed amy
kind of functinnal or fnancial autonomy, In fiacr, it has eonsldered just ar an exrmson af
th nanomal gove e

INTRODUCTION

Local government has & long history in what is today called Bangladesh.
Since 1971 successive governments in Bangladesh endeavoured to iniroduce,
although without success policies and programmes aimed at decentralization of
the administrative machinery of the country. Despite their avowed aim and
rhetoric, munifested in reports of several commissions/committees on the
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administrative and focal government problem and suggested reforms,
succeasive povernmsents remained highly centralized in practice, and carmed
out most of their activities through central direction and control.

Unhke s predecessors which confined themszelves to the task of setting
up commissions o only review the local governmentl structure, the present
government 15 currently engaged in the process of establishing a pew structune
of local government system both in rural and wrban areas simed at ensuring
people’s participation in local activities. Some of the basic ¢lements of the -
impending  reorgamization are already done whereas olhers are sull under
process, In fact, the promulgation of the local govemnment scls are seen by
some observers as a practical demonstration and fulfilment of the present
government’s policy of giving *power 1o people. !

Therefore, the Bangladesh local sutonomy system began through the
recommendations of the Local Government Structure Beview Commission in
1992 under the auspices of the present government planned to reinstate.?

The .present study aims af a critical review of the system of local
government in Bangladesh in historical perspective. Only briefly some
suggestions to reform the system are added as well.

DEFINITION AND CONCEFTS

Local government bodies enjoy authonty to decide and fo implement
certain limited types of public policies. Their functions cover a defined range
of services within & termtory demarcated for these purposes by the central
government. Humes and Martin have ohserved that local government unils can
pever be more than junior partners in their relationship with the central
government.! Generally the term local government means the local institutions
with the freedom “to decide and act” whereas the local self-government
possesies the power “to delermine and execute” within a definite arca. To use
the term ‘self” perhaps gives an emphasis o the representative and more
auionomous character of the local government.® The term is also used to refer
to representative or elected bodies which serve simular purposes in a locality,
although the elected bodics are often distinguished by using the term “local
self-povernment’. Bui the term ‘local state government” implies to the fact tha
this layer acts as an agent of central government which performs such
functions delegaied by the central government under its appoinled official.

The terms of local government, local self-govemnment and  field
administration are interrelated with and originated from the conception of
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decentralization, deconcentration, delegation and devolution of authority which
are generally used inlerchangeably in Bangladesh and throughout the study.
The term ‘decentralization’ is also commonly used to describe the varous
arrangements.* Devolution of authonty is & form of political decentralization
found in local government which involves some sort of locally established
assembly with wsually elected members and has a substantially element of
sutonomy from central government but  deconcentration, s form  of
administrative decentralization is found in field administration which consists
of officials appointed by the centre whereas posted to the field to act as central
government’s representatives.® Mawhood also believes that “decentralization®
can only be meaningfully used when looking at local government.?

In the system of decentralization, the power and authonty of decision-
making is either delegated or deconcentraied from national level to
sub-national and feld level or devolved through constitutional sanction,
Sometimes, in  practice, the differences betwsen  centralization  anad
decentralization are mainly quantitative but not qualitative or in calegories.
But, devolution, a form of decentralization, refers to the system where directly
elected people’s representatives operate at the Jocal level with substantive
authority and power, and responsible to the local peaple wathowt direct central
control. In this system, local awtonomy and sell-government is found.

It 15 evident from the analysis that a wnit of Jocal governmenl st
exhibit three qualifications : firstly, it must exist as an organized entity with
some powers: secondly, it must have autonomy fo perform day to day
functions and must be accountable and thirdly, it must possess substantial
sutonomy to prepare & budpet and raise ihe revenues nmecessary 1o meel ils
expenditure. Further more it is clear that local self-government places greater
emphasis on the freedom of locality while administration of the locality s
given importance in case of field administration or local state povernment,
Loczl awhorities are in a better position to ensure and secure people's
participation in formulating plans of development particularly at the local level
and their implementaticn,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM FROM
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

The stages of the local government growth in Bangladesh can be divided
into five periods ;

I.  The establishment of the British Colonial Government from 1757 o
1947 and the period antil 1971,
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2. The nation building phase from 1971 o 1975,

3. The period from 1975 to 1982, which is called the stage of
economic take off and construction of the national economy.

4. The pericd from 1982 1o 1990, i.e.. called the stage of military
regime and expenimentation of pew local government system.

5. The pericd from 1991 onward which may be regarded as the stage
of the democratic political government and introduction of directly
elected Mayor in the City Corporation.

Local government in Indian Sub-Conotinent has been part of the
administrative system for many years. It has an illustrious historic past as far
as local level administration is concerned. Its shape, however, dates back to
the time when a comprehensive system of locally elected councils managed
various basic services for the bepefit of the local community. This system
existed in the ancient times and is popularly known a Panchayver system.®
During the Mughal rule in sixteenth and sevenizenth centuries, local
institutions were very active in the urban arcas. Since the advent of the British
colonial rule in eighteenth century, the indigenous local government system in
Bengal went under s drastic change.

In fact, the presenl structure of local bodies i Bangladesh owes s
existence to the British rule, Laws had been imposed by the British 1o regulate
the provision of services devolved upon traditional chiefs in the rural areas.
For example, the Choukidari Panchayer Act of 1870 created a five-member
Panchayet system at the village level and the Local Self-Government Act of
1885 introduced three-tiers system of local bodies, But both the Acts failed to
play an effective role.¥ Later, several reform efforts were initiated under the
Decentralization Commission of 1907 and the Bengal Local Self-Government
Act of 1919 to set up the two-tier system of local bodies with Union Board at
the gruss-roots level and District Board at the district. Dunng Pakistan Penod,
the Basic Democracy Order, 1959 set up four-tiers system of local bodies from
union level to divisional level.

But in the urban arcas, municipalities were set up in big towns as early as
1688 in Madras followed by Calcutta and Bombay in 1726. These bodies were
brought under formal legal basis with the promulgation of the Municipal Act
of 1842 and the Bengal District Municipal Improvement Act of 1864 as well as
the Government of India Act of 1935, Dunng Pakistan penod, the Basic
Democracy Order, 1959 and the Municipal Administration Ordinance, 1960
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created Municipal Commitiee as the unit of urban local government. After the
emergence of Bangladesh in 1971, all the successive govemnments stressod the
need for an effective and decentralized local government system and they
intended to establish a local government system with decentralization of
power. In the process, a number of ordinances were promulgated with the
ultimate aim of establishing & democratic local government system with
directly elected local councils,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE :
EXPERIMENTATION AND CHANGE AFTER 1971

Since 1971, institutional development of an effective local government
structure has always been a high priority with the government. The successive
governments also experienced series of experimentation in institution-building
at the local level and introduced different nature of local instinutions for
developing a new form of local government system.

District Gurernorship Scheme under Mujib Regime

The local imstitvion-building and experimentation in the upper tier of
local government began with the introduction of the District Governorship
Scheme in 1975 under the District Administration Act of 1975 (Act No. VI of
1975) by the Government of Sheikh Mujibur Rehman. Under the Act, the
Governor of the district was to be the ex-officio Secretary to the Council. Bus,
this system was discarded in August, 1975,10

District Development Coordinator (DDC) under Zia Regime

Another effort was made by the Government of President Ziaur Fahman
in 1980 towards making the local administration sl the district in the
appointment of one member of the Saiiva Shanpshaed (Parliament) in each
district as District Development Coordinator (DDC). The DDC s responsible
o coordinate the implementation of development activities and schemes in
respective of administrative districts as well as agriculture, literacy and so on.
But it was abolished afier the military coup in 1982,

Swanirvar Gram Sarker (Sell-Reliant Village Government) under Zia

In 1980, a new institutional model called Swanirvar Gram Surker (Self-
Reliant Village Government) was initisted at the grass roots village level
,(below the Union Parishad). It was introduced under an executive order called
Swanirvar Gram Sarker (Constitution and Administration) Rules of 1950
provided the legal framework of Gram Sarker. Accordingly 68,000 Gram
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Farkers were formed through consensus election headed by & Gram Prodhan
(Village Headman) and compossd of eleven members (nine men and two
women). Each Gram Sarker agked to prepare a village plan based on the necds
of the village development. But this system was abolished by General Ershad
who came to power in March, 1982, The Government of Ziawr Rahman also
experimented with a model where one local Thana from each district was
chosen as & pilot area for development by the official of that area. This
experiment continwed for about & year and was found to be unsuitable and had
been abandoned,

Upazila System under Ershad

When General Ershad assumed power through a bloodless coup on 24th
March in 1962, he lsunched & local povernment decentralization plan. The
plan was ionfended to effect a fundamental restructuring of the government
machinery with the local government bodies at the newly created Upazila (Sub-
Diztrict) lewvel. During the period, politicization of military regime was started
with the framing of different local government laws and ultimately introduced
& local self-gpovernment institulion af the Upazila level. The objective of the
plan was to :

*Create a new kind of local povernment system that will bring aboast
greater efficiency and productivity 0 the elate machinery through the
icvolvement of the people, "1

After identifying the imitations of the existing machinery the Committes
for Administrative Reformi/Reorganization (CARR) provided the new syslem
of the local bodies as more active institution. Dunng the penod, the
institutional set-up of the Upanla Panishad (Sub-District) was introduced at the
middle tier of local govemment, The Upazla Panshad was constituted with
directly elected chairman, representative members, nominated women members
and ex-officioc members from the povernment officials. It was designed 1o
work &5 the focal point of all sadministrative, development and nation-building
activities.

The most remarkable feature of the Upazls Panshad was that the
experienced mid-level government officials provide technical knowledge in
programme implementation. At the Upazila, people’s representatives and
government  officials - worked wogether 1o implement local developmeni
programmes and to achieve the national developmentsl goal.'? But other two
local bodies, i.e., Union Parishad at the grass roots level, i.e., lower level
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local government unit and the Zila Parishad at the top received little attention.
Later, the Upazila system was discontinued in early 1991 by the present
government due to lack of its intermal resource mobilization and oo much
dependence on government grants. !

Since launching the decentralization, self-reliant and local sutonomy plan
since 1971, no sincere effort was made by any of the successive regime to
establish local government as an institution. Accordingly, different regimes
promulgated a number of acts and ordinances to fulfill their respective political
will to establish different institutions in the pame of ensuring people's
participation in local government activities or decentralization of local
authority at the feld level M

MAIN FEATURES OF THE PRESENT
LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM

The objective of the local povernment reform by the present government
15 to create democratic local government institution. On November 25, 1991,
the Review Commission on Local Government Structure was set up by the
present governmentl which submitted its repont on August 30, 1992, Earlier,
the Twelveth Amendment of the Comstitution provided that local self-
government be constituled by clected representatives and therefore the report
of the Commission pointed out that all people should be enabled to participate
in the decision making process and with regard 1o the local povernment
admunistration, the intention was also to make them accountable to the elected
functionanies," The Commission proposed that local government should be
based on decentralization where local bodies pet both responsibility and
authority through constitutional sanction, Provisions were made in Articles 59
and 60 of the Constitution to devolve the responsibility for both development
activities and administration into the hands of the elected representative of the
local government bodies, 1*

Al present, the country’s public sdministration structure comprises a
network of tne umits of administration consisting of six Administrative
Divisions headed by Commissioners, 64 Districts headed by Deputy
Commissioners, 460 Thanas (formerly known as Upazilas) headed by Thana
Nirbahi (Executive) Officer (TNO) each functioning as the field establishment
of cemtral administration. Side by side, the local bodies are organized to
comrespond to the administrative units of the country as provided in the
Constitution. There are two categories of local government bodies operating in
the rural and urban areas functioning on the legal basis of their respective
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Ordinances and Acts. In the rural areas, the local government system is based
on twe-tier structure, i.e., Union Parishad at the lower level which constituted
with many villages at the grass roots and Zila Parishad &t the top level local
government tier at the District. There are 4,404 Unions which are composed of
85,690 villages.!? At present, only the Union Parishad ut the grass rools level
is functioning and the establishment of the Zila Parishad is yet to be
announced. Bui in the urban arcas, two forms of local bodies are functioning
with their respective jurisdiction of area and authority, i.e,, four Cily
Corporations at the four metropolitan cities which are also divisional
headquarters and one hundred and nine Pourashavas at the sixty district towns
and forty-nine former Thans level urban centres. At the pational level, the
sctivities of local bodies are coordinated and controlled by the Mimstry of
Local Government, Rurmal Development and Cooperatives. But for the tribal
arcas of Chittagong Hill Tracts, three special types of popularly elected local
badies are established under their respective statute.

Two major structural changes could be discerned from 1991 and 1994
reforms. First, the abolition of Upazila (Sub-Distnict) as unit of local
government, This abolition is not merely as & quantitative change but rather as
& transformation of the system already established. But the Upazila as a tier of
administration was continued, A coordinating body was created at this level
now called Thana Development and Coordination Committee, Secondly, the
establishment of mwo tier system of local government comprising Union
Purishad at the lower level and Zila Parishad (District Council) at the top. This
is in comtrast to the three tier system which was in existence before the present
government came to power in 1991,

PRESENT SITUATION OF LOCAL AUTONOMY
licrarchical Structure of Local Governmmenis

Local Governments in Bangladesh are created and changed with the
administration of the policies and’ programmes ‘initisted by the government.
There are two categories of local povernments operating in urban and rural
areas. In the urban areas, the forms of local governments are comprising City
Carporations af the metropolitan cities which are also divisional headquarters
and Pourashavas (Municipalities) al the other urban areas located in the
districts and Thana towns., But the units of local government working for rural
areas are comprising Zila Parishad (District Council) at the disinct level and
Union Parishad at the grass-roots village level. City Corporations are located
at the four divisional headquariers (at the top level of field administration)
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which are under the direct control of the Mayor elected by the people.
Pourashavas are headed by the directly elected Chairman. These urban areas
have a population of five thousand and above. In the grass-roots level, the
Union Panshad which i a field level local government institution is also
headed by a Chairman elected by the people. The nature of composition of Zila
Parishad is yet 1o be fixed by the present government. But all the activities of
these local bodies are adminmistratively coordinated snd controlled by the
Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development Cooperalives (LGRDC).
The Ministry of LGRDC has the power, and authority to supervise the
activities of the local government institutions, [n reality the local governments
hardly meant self-governing and they operate more like branch offices of the

govermmenl.
Financial Solvency of Local Governments

In 1993, the average level of financial solvency of local povernment was
only 57 per cent and the average rate of natipaal government granis to the local
bodies was only 40 per cent. The real situation 15 that all the local bodies
financially depend on national govemment for geperzl and calegorical
nssistance a5 well as development grants, It should be noted bere that nearly all
the local bodies are fnancially sweak wnd the amount of iniemal Anancial
resoures s still insufficient for making local povernments financially
independent, Therefore, the national government is considening an increase of
tax, revenue to make them financially sound. For this reason it seems that local
financial solvency can be waproved through reformation of structure and
exploration of new sources for local axation,

INFLUENCES ON LOCAL AUTONOMY
In general, the faillure of local automomy since independence of

Bangladesh was due 1o certain socio-economic factors such as, lower level of
education of people, insufficient financial capacity, narrow scope of governing
local affairs, excessive control by natiopal povernment and political
interference. The level of education of the general public is slowly increasing.
But low financial solvency will only be improved by reclassifying national tax
revenus with local tax revenue sources. This shows that national government
will be affirmatively changing its attinudes wowards local autonomy only when
ithe local bodies are financially solvent. In this regard, the following factors
may be cited,
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Government Attitudes towards Local Autonomy

It is still valid to say that due to the low financial self-capacity of local
government, local sutonomy can not succeed in Bangladesh. In the past, the
national government changed the local tax revenue sources in 1982, 1985,
1986 and 1992 to improve the local self-sufficiency. According o these
changes some new sources of local revenue income was allocated to local tax
revenue structure. The national government is still considering various
methods 1o enhance the local financial capacity and internal resource
mobilization. '’ However, it should be said that the most important factor for
the operation of local autonomy is the attitude of national government which
gives discretionary power and sutonomy to local government without any
intervention of its day to day activities.

Maturity of People’s Political Conseiousness

Due to low level of education of the general mass and lack of political
nstitution, local elections were somectimes fraud with corruptions and
injustices including selling votes in the past. But in the later pant of 1990 the
people of Bangladesh had experienced the importance of participation through
nation wide movements, such as the democratization movement which resulied
in the peaceful replacement of military regime of General Ershad. Bangladesh
also completed the most impartial and successful parliamentary election in
February, 1991. With these expericnces the people actively participated in the
recently held local government election. It could be said that the local
sutonomy system provides people with an opportunity to participate in real
democracy.

DESIRABLE FORMS OF LOCAL AUTONOMY SYSTEM

Local autonomy entails the devolution of power meaning the distribution
of concentrated power of the national govemment to local bodies. Therefore,
in operating the local autonomy, ene of the most important points is to set up
the ideal relationship between central and local governments. ' Compared with
other countries, such as Japan, Canada and other Western Europe, Bangladesh
has a far different tradition of local povernments. Those countries which have
a long history of local government, have 1o concentrate and coordinate the
dispersed power of local governments in the process of modern state
building.™ Bangladesh on the other hand is experiencing a reversal of this
process. From this perspective, it is very difficult for Bangladesh to make a
freasible and desirable local autonomy system.
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Numerous methods for structuring the local povernments in line with
decentralization of power have boen suggested by both scholars and
politicians, ' A feasible system in this present socio-political context will be
propesed in this paper by considening the local self-govemning units, the
methed for elections, the relationship between central and local governments
and the local government’s financial reform,

Linits of Lacal Sell-Governmoents

It is very important that people can experience the direct demacracy
through autonomy system. Local self-government system provides residents
the opportunity to make government responsive to their own needs, and it
enables people enbance public responsibility, Such local povernments will be
most productive if they kre reorganized into a two tier local self-povernment
system, Le., Union Parishad at the grass-roots level and Thana Parishad at the
Thana level, For urban areas, local bodies will be remained the same as it is
presently operated. Under the propossd system the Zila Parishad would no
longer be recognized as local govemment unit, In place of Zila Parishad,
Thana Parishad would be constituted so that it can deal Jocally with the local
development affairs. The Thana Parishad would carry out the functional duties
and supervision of the projects implemented by the Union Parishad.

There are still several reasons behind selecting the Thana Parishad as the
unit of local government instead of Zila Parishad. The Thana Parishad is closer
to the grass roots level unit of Union Parishad, It is very easy for the Thana
Panshad 1o provide adequate services to the local residents

Election Method of Women Members/Commissioness

How 1o elect women members/commissioners is a determinent facior in
operating local autonomy with the participation of women in development
process, Currently, the women members/commissioners of local government in
Bangladesh are not popularly elected by the people but rather are indirectly
clected by the membersicommissioners and Chuirman/Mayor of the respeciive
bodies. It follows that those who are indirectly elected tend 1o pay atlention to
their voler's interests rather than the interest of the local women communities
1o their administrative and development work. However, sinze the indirect
election system doesn't work effectively for the betterment of the local women,
the direct eloction system is desirable for inevitable local avfonomy, Besides,
directly elected local women can exercise their respective political views in
policy making without consideration of the outside interest and they will take a
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serjous view of women resident’s demand. Without the panticipation of
political parties in the local election, democratic Jocal autonomy can oot
function. For this reason, sctive panticipation of political party members
should be allowed.

Functional Relations between National and Local Government

The pew Local Government Act provides that local swtonomous bodies
deal with the local public matters and the matters delegated to the entity by
Acts and Ordinances, But there is no detailed specified criteria 1o delegate
fupctions, Among all gelf-government system, proper share of sdminstrative
affairs has not yot been assured, Accordingly, it 15 necessary o distnbute as
many functions as possible to the basic unit of local govemments such as
Union, Thana and Pourashave by making a clear criteria, For example, such
public affuirs like environment, labour and agriculture have to be considered as
functions of local awonomous bodics, Not only these functions, but welfare
administration such as health, social welfare and family planning have to be
distributed ag Jocal public affairs.

Of course, local governments should operate in partnership with national
government in such functions like integrated regional development plans and
programmes. But for establishing the tradition of grass rools democracy,
national government has o resist a policy of less intervention in local
governments activitics for ensuning local autonomy system. Thus, initiatives
should also be popularly practised at the national level.

Proposal for Improving Local Financial System

The financial capacity of local governments is weak. In 1992, 40 p=r cent
of the total revenues for local governments came from development grants and
other sources, provided by the pational governmenl. Local governments still
depend heavily on the subsidies from national government to supplement their
financial shortage.™ The reason is that the present tax system puls more
priority on national tax rather than on local tax. Therefore it would be
necessary that some of the national tax items, such as income tax, telephone
tax, and the amusement, eating and drinking tax, should be transferred to the
local government bodies. But the most important thing is ot to levy any new
local tax on local people in order o ensure local autonomy, Rather than new
taxes, a strategy for developing local autonomy should be considersd by
inviting manufacturing companics o st up their plants. And each local body
should establish a long term financial plan. As well, management tools such as
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compuler analysis, organization and method, and  management information
systems should be introduced to local bodies in order to enhance efficiency and
BCOnomy,

CONCLUSION

The structure of local government was frequently reviewed with a host of
proposals to changing and reorganizing it since the independence  of
Bangladesh in 1971. All the successive governments attempled o develop
institutions at the local level o have a political power hase. But none of the
attempts could bring about any significant and positive change in the quality of
the local life and the bocal structure remained the same as it was, It is warthy
to note that since launching the decentralization plan after 1971, no complets
effort or action was taken by any of the successive governments to ensuse
people’s participation at the district level. However, some laws were framed
with the ultimate aim of establishing eleciad bodies at all the local units, Since
1971 all the local institutions were I'luwnumntr under the political will of the
respective regimes, therefore, effort to reorgunize local government system
failed,

I this regard, it 15 to be mentioned here that all the sdministrative reform
committess under different regimes made cfforis in the matter of
docentralization o strengthen the local institutions and local aulonomy in
different stage: of its development. However, considerable and substantial
changes were made only in the internal structure of the body with more elected
represeatative. Significantly, a study on local government observed that local
government in Bangladesh was too centralized and consequently proposed that
the system should be decentralized. Therefore, the history of local poveroment
during the period under review calls for three comments. Firstly, it seems thai
in Bangladesh the emphasis had been on local sdministration and not Jocal self-
govemment of local institution-building., It is no longer the local authority
which performs the vital role in modemization or rural development.
Secondly, successive government in Pangladesh have not realized that
commitmenl to effective local povernment presuppose the acceplance of the
philosophy of development from below. And finally, the performance of the
local bodies are not helpfull to local growth and fail to satisfy local demands
due to lack of local resource mobilization and revenue.

The achievement of most of the bodies were limited to paying staff
emoluments, Most local bodies have becn unable to rajse adecuate revene to

support any waningful Jdeclopment programme, but to depend oo
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government for their grant, giving the general expression that these local
bodies were not financially solvent. In 198%-00, for example, only 5.6 per cent
and im 1990-91 only & per cent of fend were allocated 1o development by City
Corporations and Pourashavas, The provision of local amenities, sireels
lighting, moads conpstruction and mainicnance, waler facilitics, wasie disposal,
sanitation and conservancy by the local bodies was poor. When the local
bodies were wnable to fnance development efforts, the local inhabitants
became diversified and even more unwilling to pay the rates and fees imposed
on thens,

Since 1991, however, some changes have taken place in Bangladesh,
especially the increase of people’s consciousness and greater demand for a
decentralization and democratization. This has had a great impact on people’s
political capectutions. These factors tend fo enable the people to ask for greater
opportunities for participation in decision making processes and thus for the
decentralization of power at ithe local level, People of the local level are
beginning b work for local solution to local problems and are increazingly
advocating broader delegation of power. The people want to participate in
policy making processes, especially the development policy. In order to
accomplish these policy objectives, it seems essential that desirable system and
strategy for local sutonomy should be one that encuouruges people (o learn tn
localitics. Based on & review of the contextl of Bangladesh local awlonomy
ance 1971, i could be safely said that local avlopomy 1= the best avenus for
local participatory democracy and one of the best means to wontrol population
in local areas,

To revitalize and impovale the local aufonomy system, the national
government should take proper actions on the basis of the followang points :

fa) Disinbute powers and functions to local bodies in order 1o maintain
real local autonomy.

b} Allocate industrial complexes to local bodies in order to generate
Jocal revenus for balanced regional growth,

fe) Encourage people through a net work and information sysiem o
hejp people to participate in local development activities,

It iz more important to keep it in mind that the operation of local
autonomy does oot depend only on the system. The people make it work.
Those within power should take these difficult decisions in the larger interest
of the people. In this regard the decision of the present government to bold



A Study on the Local Autononty and Decentralization System in BD 75

direct election for chief executive in City Corporation is a step in the nght
direction. Bold national policy is essential 1o strengthen the local government
as ... for the strong democratic political system in the Country.
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The Critical Role of
Media Towards Child
Labour in Pakistan

Dr. KARIM MALIK

In modern scientific era when every one has materialistic approach, every
cotinlry is Irying to surpass other countries and every onc is trying 1o raise
their living standard from other positively or negatively. So no ope s
mterested to know sbout and caré from those innocent children wha fre also
struggling hard for progress. Although they are struggling very hard for their
survival but they are in 8 worst condition and no one is paying any atfention
towards their miseries tears and signals, Today in every country of the world
poor children are in a deteriorating condition not only economically but also
sociully, mentaly and physically. This worst condition is mose severe specially
in developing countries. These children are really helpless due to poverty. In
many countries children are the main source of indusirial production and
progress. According lo the report of (1.L.0.) lot of work more than there
capacity. About 150 years ago, the idea developed that the place of children is
in school and not in the work place.

Now a days there is a lot of have are cry about the sssue of child labour,
By all measures of justification, this should rank on high agenda but in practice
it is hushed up in sinister silence. If js very difficult to define child labour
because this term, child labour, encompasses the concepts that are difficult o
define child and work and labour, These three concepds can mean different
times. However, in the context of child labour a working definition of *Chuld®
may be & person below the age of 15 years. Set by minimum age convention
No. 138 (1973) of 18 years as set by U.N. conception of the right of the child
(1989). Child labour is equated with exploitation deprivation of the children
night to their health, cducation even their childhood.

Dr. Karim Malik, Chairmum, Departmeni of Mass Commusnisation, Bshe-ud-Din  Tikria
University, Muhan. .
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Hazardous and exploitative child labour violates the right enshrined in the
convention on the rights of the child, Labour is exploitative if it involves :

1. Full time work al too early an age.

7. Too many hours spent working.

3. Work that exerts undue physical, social or psychological stress.
4. Work and life on the street in bad conditions.

Inadegquate pay.

Too much responsibility.

o B S

Waork that hampers access to education.

P}
b

Work that undermines children's dignity and self-esteem.

9, Work that is detrimental 1o full social and paychological
development

How many work

Over 250 million children between the age of 5 and 14 ase working in the
developing world — one oul of every four — and many of them are sl Ask
from hazardous and exploitative labour.

Forms of Child Labour

Domestic  service, forced and bonded labour, commercial sexual
exploitation, industrial and plantation work, streel work, work for the fumily,
and girl's work are among the varied forms of the child lahoatr.

The case of child labour are multiple and are related mostly 1o
compulsion of poverty, economics deprivation, insufficient school facilities.
Lack of resources, population growih and preference for wiork over education
by poor families. In countries like Pakistun where there is no social security
system, high unemployment rate and low per capital income, There are
numerous cases where children are the only bread winners of the family
because their father became unable 1w work at a very early age due 1o some
problems.

In the contest of child labour, childrea are usually employed in
agriculture, begging, construction, child prostitvtion, drog manufaciure, gas
and water related jobs, factory work, hotels, industrial work and in transport.
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According to the survey done in (1981) about child labouir, the factual position
emerged as under

In Villages In Cities

40,3 Million 18.5 Million the No. of
boys working

4.5 Million 2.2 Million  the No, of

girls working

— —

This above table tells us that majonty of children are working in villages
and are employed in agriculture and traditional family skill.

In unskilled child labour is wsually divided in to three parts :

1.  Wages Labour. y

2. Apprentices Leaming.

3. Business man Children.
1. Wages Labour :

Children working in hotels are wages labour, Most of these children are
of 9 — 10 years old, Their working duration in form 14 — 15 hours. They
have to work continuouslly without taking any rest,

Even Non-Governmental Organizations leams pot paying attention
towards these children. Probably due to this reason that this is one locsl
problems 5o their struggle about this case would not be appriciated.

2. Apprentices Learning

Due to lack of employments, a majority of poor parents are sending their
children 1o skilled or semi-skilled institutions for training. In this contest the
NGO's teams working for child labour have difference of opinion.

The NGO's teams working for the benefits of children are agreed with
this point that thé children working in this institution, however they are
gaining money from these institution but their main goal 1= to learn the =kill or
training. On the other side teams consider it child labour.?

3. Business Man Children

In the contest of child labour thisd category is business man children who
sell newspapers, differcnt things on roads and streets.
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Their are also lsbour laws that prohibit the employment of underage
children. The punishment is prescribed for difaulters.

Child labour can be eredicated by giving social education to the workers
and by establishing & free afternoon and evening school for the working
children,

The root cause of child labour in our country is poverty and because of
this giani killer life if oo longer a mabter of choice for most of people. Rather
than codemning child labour one must have a deep msight in the problems and
all the practical measures should be aimed at eradicating the real cause,

A definite need of charging the infra structure of our society and putting
better acceptable alternatives before our children exists. Consistent efforts
through human right agencies, children right committees must be made for
thorough awareness in the public.

A child 15 the dawn of hope and child labour 1% its negation.
TACKLING THE ISSUE OF CHILD LABDUR

Can the child labour be eliminated by & mere resort 1o legizlations? A
oumber of countnes have enacted such laws but the issve still prevails miher it
18 on the increase, Hence, the elimination process noeds some further actions,
Some wrgue that the issue can be resolved by mounting national and in
particular international pressure with a special focus on the *exploiters.” The to
Harkin Bill introduced in the US Senate led to world wade campaign by the
intermational Confederation of Free Trade Unions (CFTU) on the issue and
advocating trade linkages with labour standards. Howewver, the evidence
sugpests that a mere resor 1o the enactment of laws or comhbining it with the
threat of wathdraveal of GSP :.Ll]:.L-u'n.lnning af |m|'rm‘l hag led o & further
marginalization of the margiopalised. The manufactures and exporiers, il need
be, throw oul the child labourers 1o keep the export onders intact, And this did
happen in case of Bangladesh. The Bangladesh Garments ‘Manufacturers snd
Eaporters’ Association (BGMEA), resorting to the threats of cancellation of
orders, simply kicked out the children from their factories. But this action led
to & further marginalisation and exploitation of the children, a large number of
them resoried to beggary and prostitution, Luckily, fubility of such campargns
was soon realised and employers were asked not to take uneducated workers
and those below 12 years of age, and also implement social programmes for
the displaced children. It is thus clearly seen thal neither enactment of laws nor
application of pressure tactics alone can help in the meaningful resolution of



The Critical Role of Media Towards Child Labour in Pakistan 81

the issue. What is then essentially needed is evolving of a comprehensive
strategy and the consequent action plans dealing simultaneously with the
elimination and rchabilitation of child labour, Such a policy should then also
ackdress the core issues such as; poverty, unemployment, under-employment,
working conditions, labour laws, education and training, and social secunity,
Such a strategy should also clearly differentiate between “Child labour” and
"‘Child work® as well as working children in the ofganised secior, hazardous
occupations, informal sector, agricultural sector and domestic service. A
separate sub-set should exclusively deal with the exportables. Further the
action plan(s) should clearly identify : (i) sleps o be taken in the short-medium
- and workers' organisations, producers of exporiables, and media, and i)
modalies of an integrated and well-coordinated mechanism, What i5 then
essentially being visualised is the building of a coalition between the state and
members of the civil society for tackling the issue of child labour in such a
way that it helpes in not only in the restoration of *childhood’ 1 the children
of South Asia but, importantly, creates conditions for sustainable humas
development as well utilisation of humss resources. The policies and
programmes thus evolved and implemented then should be shared amongst the
South Asian countries through the institution of the SAARC. Coming to the
mare specifics in that firstly, all out efforts are needed for the imemediite
withdrawal of children from the hazardous ocoupations. This can  be
materialised by an cffective implementation of the existeng laws, The
implementation can be ensured by forming tripartite committees not only af the
national and provincial (state) level but going down to the city level as well as
different localities and areas within a city, and also the rural mreas, |hese
commitiees should comprise of govemment officials (which also include
representatives of trade and location-specific organizations and fepresentatives
of workers (which also include concemed citizens and elders/teachers in case
of rural areas). In South Asia, social presure and motivation has been found to
be the most effective way of influencing an event of getting the desired results.
The functioning of such tripartite committees will also ensure elimination of
illegal gratifications and undue pressure normally exerted by the government
officials. The media, print and electronic. can play an important role in
highlighting the work of such committees as well as the ill-effects of the use ol
child labour in all sctivities and in particular those termed as hazardous. ?

Secondly the elimination steps should accompany greater and easy nocess
0 education and training institutions, particularly the primary education,
Given the size of the children involved and the functioning of labour market
requiring flexible study hours. This would not be achievable by formal
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education institutiong, Hence, the non-formal primary education (NFPE)
should be promoted with active involment of local communities &nd members
of the tripartie committee. The BRACS expericnce has clearly demonstrated
the role of NGOs in NFPE with active involvement of local communitics in
Bangladesh. In usefull case of vocational traning aguin, a resort will have to
be made 1o the traditional Ustad-Shagrid system but with making cestain
improvements. In case of Pakistan, the Allama Igbal Open University has
successfully launched an "Open - teach programme. The Uerads [master
crafismen) and owners are approached by the University through its
ficld/regional offices in & cluster of an activity. Say automobile repainng and
asked’motivated to (i) spare his Shagird (trainee/employes), (1) provide
place for two-hours where working children can be assembled, and (71} to act
as a resource person. The University then arranges hasic functional literacy as
well as programme for upgrading the skills. The necessary funds are made
available through Bairul Mal (an Islamic fund created for helping the needy
and the under-privileged). The University, undertakes an examination and
provides certificates to the successful students besides giving a tool-kit free of
cost, This experience can be studied and replicated in other South Asian
countries preferably by their respective Open Universities.

Thirdly, a mechanizm will have 1o be evilved for canng the needy and
under-privileged. South Asia, as yel, has to evolve a social securnity system
which is meaningful and effective. In case of Pakistan, the social secunty
system can be eveloved by streamling the function of the Zakar Administzation
and the Baitul Mal. The other South Asian countries also need to streamling
their social security institutions or even to go for their establishment. Presently
only India and, in particular, Sr Lanka allocate funds for social security
purposas.

Fourthly, it is the hundreds of activities falling under the informal ssctor
where children are found working. In the first phase, efforts need to be
directed to bring improvements in their working conditions and environments.
Further, employers need to be motivated and persuaded for not using children
under ten years of age. Here again the proposed tripartite commitiees can bee
used 1o act as a necessary social pressure group Furher, there is a need to
encourage the employers to allow their child workers to participate in the
flexible NFPE programmes, may be in their clusters besides initating the
BRACS like programmes. lan case of Pakistan AIOU can ubilise ils
infrastructure for imparting functional literacy programmes. In the meanwhile,
the government of the region peed to continue with their own education
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expansion programme and then make sl least the pnmary education
compulsory. The curricula of post primary education, | may be clearly tuned to
the needs of the labour market. In the foresecable future, informal sector,
agricultural sector and rural mon-farm sector wiall continue 1o domnate the
employment scence. Hence, there is 4 nead to impart such aducation which is
required to undertake sctivities falling in these sectors, The curmcula should
include guide-lines on a5 how 1o @ organise a business, open a shop/pouliry
farm, obtain a credit, manage a store, do the marketing, open a letter of credit,
do the livestock farmingbe keeping horticulture, prepare land, procure mw
malerials and 50 on, An increasing vocalicnalization and commercialization of
the post primary education is expected to make educational relevant to the
labour market needs hence would be atiractive for parents and children. Such a
process can be greatly facilitated by the electronic meda speclally Radwo by
designing preparing school broadcasts on the related subjects.

Fifthly, it 15 the area of domestic child servant, There is & misconception
amongst a large number of sach emplovers, as indicated 0 an sarlier section,
that thewr use of children as domestic aid is essentially a humanitanizn act and
hence a social service. Such a misconception netds Lo be removed by the use of
media and the propossd tripartite commitiees. Further, the employees alzo
need not to be worked on for improving working conditions and eavironment,
and 1o spare the worker for functional literacy programmes.

Sixthly, it relates to the exporiables. Here one needs 1o do the advocacy
for evolving a regisiration and certification mechanism-indicating that the
product is child free. Further programmes should be evolved not only for the
elimination but rehabilitation of child worker as well. The success of
"Rugmark” in India has clearly shown the advantages of such a mechanism
which is also acceptable 1o the importing countries. In fact, the importers are
also found willing to contribute towards the social programmes,

Seventhly, it is the governments and policy makers in South Asia, who
have to take firm stand. They need to increasingly focus on the development of
overall socinl sector and 1o see as how they can meet the SAARC Commitment
of Elimination child labour from the hazardous occupation by 2000 and by
2010 complete elimination of child labour with universal primary education *
The government need to find to tune their policies with the consideration of
generating productive employment opportunities for all the sble and willing 1o
work, the civil society initiatives, particularly, they need 1o see as how 1o
support the replication of expenments like Grameen Bank of Bangladesh which
has successfully addressed the poverty issue by arranging small collateral free
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loans on group guarantees for the promotion of hundreds of self employment
activities. Mareover, the government promotion and manpower development
plan, they also need to streamline the activities of the existing institutional
machinery created for EP & MD wherchy if responds more effectively and
timely ts the challenges,

Lastelly it is the evolving of & meaningful cooperative mechanism
amongst the SAARC countries, The cooperation, in parlicular should be
directed towards : (i) pooling of knowledge and sharing cach other's
experiences, (ii) undertaking joint R & D activities especially directed towands
those areas/activities which are labour intensive as well as productive, (i)
taking joint stands af infernational forums and fiv) building a caring amd
sharing South Asian society free of tensions. Huge resources unfortunately are
presently spent on meeting the perceived internal and external security threats,
But this is done st the cost of denying development needs of other sectors.
Major casuslity has invanbaly been the social sector. The real secunty threats
in South Asia are no other than growing unemployment, poverty, ignomnce
and urban slums. They need to be addressed on prionty basis. Adequate
resolution of them swould also resull in child labour free society in South
Asia?

THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA

A key to the issue of the child labour is the level of motivation of the
peaple and here comes the role of the media. They need to be educated and
motivated. T.¥., Radio and Print Media has the respensibility to produce
effective audio-visual programmes for the purpose in harmony with our socio
economics and cultural 'values. Similarly education sactor will play an effective
role in the education of this all imporiant programmes. Media can play a role
as @ liaison between the people and those who want to sctile this issue
positively. The challange of child labour is difficult but not impossible to
manage. This issue can be seen in the light of rapid growth of population
which is growing at a rate of 3.1 per cent. These are cold statistics staning us
in the face and challenging us 1o act and act now in simple words, It means
that even if we succead in doubling our food out-put, our schools and colleges,
our hospitals and our roads and highways and the number of housing units, the
standard of living off our people would not have improved a bit at the end of
the year 2014,
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In view of this sitwation prevailing in population we have lo appreciate
the problems of child labour and come up with & remedy today, Tomarrow
may be too late. We would have come the laughing stock of the world,*

According to the convention on the right of the child which unanimously
adoptsd by the forty-fourth U.N.O. General Assembly on 29th November,
1989, the International Committes took a major step lowards recognizing and
ensuring the basic dignity and right of the world including their development.

This universal treaty is based on the principle that each child has the nght
to benefit from provisions aimed at securing his well being and development
o an active and responsible member of society.”

It is the duty of the Media to create awarenses among the masses about
the difficulties and health problems of the children facing work. The Media
must develop the thinking of the people representatives particularly at the level
of Councilors which are good source and great helps 1o solve the issue at local
level. They have been involved in Community kevel 1o observe personally right
situation of the children.

Child labour is at once an important and sensitive undertaking. 1t has 10
b handled with case and dexterity and by encouraging people to think o bring
about a change in their out-look,

This is one of the problems that Pakistan is facing. The people at large
are aware of the problem and this is the encouraging sign which will help to
solve the problem provided the actions are tken with due care and caution and
through a planned manner.
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Book Review

Lawrance Liring,
Pakirtan in the Twentiech Century - A Political History,
Oxford University Press, 1997, Price Rz, 7935,

In this comprehensive study spread over thirteen chaplers, Dr. Lawrence
Ziring provides a narmative of political develapment in Pakistan extending over
the entire P'El'iﬂl! of Pakistan existence as af 'i.i'Hll:['llr_Hdmi slate, and éven before
his earlier works, Ayub Khon Ere and Erigma of Pelictes of Pabiitan were
also well-received and the scholarship of the author were given deep
appreciation,

Before the beginning and the formation of Pakistan are the first two
chapters in which he offers an indepth analysis of the events leading to the
ercation of Pakistan. But he makes a fundamental error of judgement when he
states : *[n essence, both the Congress and the Muslim League were nationalist
and secular parties.” Nationalisum of the Muslim League as declared in the
three main objectives of the setting-up of the League was the protection of the
rights of the Muslims of India and this fact, right at the start, leat colour to the
Muslim League which could be anything but sccular. This assuption had
influenced some of the ideas of the author about the subsequent history of
Pabkoisian.

He discussed in detai] the Radcliffe Award and noted injustice done to
Pakistan when Murshidabad and Nadia, Ajnala Tebsil of Amritsar and
Nakodar, Tehsil af Jullundhar were umjutly givea to Isdia. All of them had
majority of Muslims., Kashmir has been sigularly stated as & glannag exercise of
how India deprived Pakistan the state of Jammu and Kashmir against the
wishex of the people.

Focussing the attention on the constitution-making in Pakistan, he
highlights the problems which the framers of the constitution faced. He notices
the difficulties posed by the demands of autonomy by East Pakistan, He
develops the narmative and roaming through Ayub Khan, of which he had
special knowledge, he had accuraiely assessed his contribution : "Ayub was
told that all that be had contnibuted to the political evolution of Pakistan would
have to be scrapped.® The Presidential system and the Basic Democracies were
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wrapped up and the Parliamentary forms of govemment once again occupied
the main stage of the political life of Pakistan,

The dismemberment of Pakistan in 1971 finds extensive place in this
work, Mutiopal Elections of 1970, role of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, six points of
Avami League has been pretty sccuralely analysed. When the civil war broke
out, the new situation was abundanily clear. However, it was expecied that the
campaign wis going 1o be 1 brief one. But it proved fatal when it extended
beyond :!l.pﬂ:hl!i.ﬂr::-

Aftermath of debackle of Dacca brought Mr. Zulfigar Al Bhutto in
power. Bul his "defiant and conciliatory™ amitude fasled and Army once again
teok over power under Geseral Zia-ul-Hag. The people’s attitude on this take-
over has been well-stated @ *Martial Law had become a customary and not
unexpected feature of Pakistani political life,”

He goes on to provide to postponement of the promised General
Elections, [slamization, New Political Order of General Zia and his death in an
mr<rash. He gave an accurate assessment of Ghulam lshag Khan as “the
pivolal scior in Pakistan afier Fia.”

Lirning gave a clean chit to Mr. Mosen Cureshi, the Pome Minmster for
the interim period © "Playing the role of the white-krught be exposed years of
corruption when he issued a public st indentifying 5030 loan defaulters,”
Corruption is ®till the issue which occupies the centre of political discussions
in Pakistan and this was for the first time that i€ was given due place by Mr.
M ocean Qureshi,

Events leading to the dismisal of Benazir government on 5th November
1994, the second time and this time by Mr. Faroog Legan, the Presadent of
Pakistan, have been described dispassionately,

He concluded this study wath a cool prediction on the future
developments @ "Pakistan will survive only of the people whe inhibit the region
believe they are a community, that, in spite of their peculiar diversity, they
are, after all, one people.”

Pakistan had come to stay and the nuclear Pakistan, it may be stated with
full faith and conviction had definitely come o stay. The Muslim India had
willed Pakistan into being and it 15 this will that confers continued existence on
the state of Pakistan, God had given evervihing to the people of Pakistan and
over the fifty years, the faith of the people of Pakistan had frustrated all the ill-
designs of the enemy. Indeed, God bas bestowed cternal living 1o Pakistan,
What mowily the Western scholars miss in the judpement is the God's hand in
12 making of the world.

Dr. M. Aslam Quresh



Statements
SOUTH ASIAN REGIONAL COOPERATION
July to December, 1995

SAARC MINISTERIAL MEETING ON WOMEN :
TOWARDS THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE
ON WOMEN IN BELJING

Dhaka, Bangladish : July 29.30, 1995

The SAARC Ministerial Mocting on Women was held in Dhaks on 29.30
July 1995 in preparation for the Fourth World Conference on Women in
Beijing. Delegates from all member countries attended the meeling. Secretary-
General, Y.K, Silwal and Director, Ahmed Latheef represented the SAARC
Secretanat at the meeting.

The two-day meeting was  inaugurated by the Prime Minister of
Bungladesh, Begum Khaleda Zia. In her inaugural address the Prime Minister
highlighted the particular challenges, issues and concerns facing the mullions of
women of the SAARC region, such as social inequality between men and
women in every sphere of life, lack of social security, curse of povery, and
violence ngainst women. She also emphasised on the necessity of ensuning
education, health and nutrition and said “investmeont in women development is
far more profituble than in industry or in trade.*

The Secretary-General, Y. K. Silwal made 3 statement al the inaugural
seasion in which he emphasised that SAARC as » regional organisation
compnsing one fifih of the world's populstion needed 1o strenpthen jis
common positicn for projection al the World Conference on Women in
Beijing.

In their presentations, the heads of delegation highlighted the policies and
programmes being carried out as well as the schievements made by their

These Sisdoments b ve beea prepared by Syed Kanm Haader, Pakisten S-Imh-?:":um uinid-i-
Aam Camguin, Usovemity of the Punjab, Lahore,
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respactive countries aimed at improving the status of women and gigl child.
The mecting adopted the "Dhaks Resolution on Women™ which emphasised the
key concerns of member states and decided to forward the document to the
Fourth World Conference on Women, as additional input from SAARC
countries, '

The Dhaka Resolution on Women recognised the highest prionty given
by member states to the issue of persistent and increasing burden of poverty on
women, aid the imperative oeed for the national efforts for poventy cradication
to be renforced by & fovourable international economic envirooment, The
Resolution called for a cateporical commitment from the intemnational
comminity o pew and additiooal resources 1o the siralegies and objectives
identified under the drafi Besjing Plan of Action.

The Resolution highlighted that muinstreaming of gender perspectives
and empowerment of women at all levels in the economucs, political and social
process is esseatial for the upliftment of the status of women. This would
require approprizte changes and commitments st all levels, ncluding
invalvement of women in the decision making process, Tt further call for
strengthening national machinery for women and girl child,

The Resolution also call for the reiteration at the highest level the
commitment 1o the needs of the girl child particularly 10 the elimination of all
forms of discrimination against her and expressed the need 1o strengthen the
efforts of member countries 1o tackle incidence of violence against women and
the girl child. Member countnes were urged to provide equal access to
educational opportunities as well as health care services and nutrition.

SAARC AND UNDP ENTER INTO COOFERATIVE RELATIONSHIP

SAARC and UNDP have signed in August 1995, an MOU agrecing to a
cooperative relationship in pursuit of their common objectives. SAARC
Secretary-General, Y. K. Silwal and UNDP Admumstrator, James Gustave
Speth signed the MOU on behalfl of SAARC and UNDP, respectively. The
two organisations have through this MOU agreed to :

i) Identify ways to support the efforts of their member states in promoting
sustainable buman development through their programmes and activities
designed 1o attan poverty elimunation, preservation and protection of
environment, regeperation of natural resources, employment creation,
and the goals of women in development,
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(ii) Inform each other of their initiatives and plans of regional relevance and
undertaking periodic consultations 1o identify and elaborate  joint
sctivities in agreed fields.

(i) Develop, mmplement, and publish studies based on prionty cobcems
identified by government of their member stites in ficlds such as
environment, employment, trade, social mobilization, and gender issues.

fivi Exchange, on & regular basis, analytical reports, techmical publication,
and other relevant documentation.

SAARC AND UNDCP SIGNED MOLI

SAARC and the United Nations [ntemnational Drug Control Programme
(UNDCP) have signed a Memorandum OF Understanding (MOL), agresing to
enter into a cooperative relationship with the objective of implementing their
drug control related mandates and coordinating their respective activities.

After its signature by the Executive Director of UNDCP, Giorgio
Giacomelli in Vienna, the SAARC Secretary-General, Y. K. Silwal signed the
MOU at the SAARC Sccretamat on 15 August 19935,

Present on the occasion were Carroll Long, Resident Represeptative of
UNDP and Amanullah Ekan, Resident Coordinator of UNDCP in Kathmanud.

INDIA BATIFIES SAFTA
India : August 22, 1995

Apreement on SAARC Preferential Trading Agreement (SAPTA) has
been ratified by the government of India on 22nd Awugust 19595, India is the
fifth SAARC member state o ratify the Agreement. The enginal tnstrument of
ratification from India has been deposited with the SAARC Secretary-General.
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and the Maldives had carlier ratificd the SAPTA
Agreement, The fnahzation of the consolidated natiopal schedules of
concessions under SPATA in Apnl 1995 has paved the way for member
countnes to take necessary achion 1o mtify the Agreement.

The Council of Ministers at its fifioenth session urped member states (o
operationalise SAPTA preferably by Sth November 1995, The Council also
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agreed that the full and timely realisation of the benefits of regional economic
cooperation required (a) the implementation of other related measures such as
the removal of para-tanff, non-tanff and other trade control barriers within the
specific time-frames, and (B} eventual progression to the creation of a free-
trade area in the region. Subsequent to the completion of the SAPTA process,
efforts will be made in the direction of examuning measures (o0 be taken in
order o establich a free trade area in the SAARC region.

The Heads of State of Government al their New Delhi Summit an May
this year reiterated their firm beliel that the operationalisation of SAFTA
would herald the beginning of a new and significant process of regional
cooperation and would lend strength to SAARC as an institution for promoting
the welfare of the peoples of South Asia.

SECOND SPFECIAL SESSION OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE
Mew Delhi, India : August 25-26, 1995

The second special session of the Standing Commitiee was held in New
Delhi on 25-26 August, 1995 to @ () Review institutional mechanisms and
pctivities of SAARC including, inrer-alia © (o) Evaluation of the functioning of
Technical Committees; and (b} Amalgamation/alteration of the mandate of the
Technical Committees; (1) Review the role of the SAARC Secrelaniat, and (i)
Consider the SAARC Youwh Awards Scheme,

While reviewing the institutional mechanism and activities of SAARC,
the Commutiee decided, inter-alia, that the Technical Commatiees should
formulate their activities by incorporating tarpets and quantifisble performance
wilhin approprinie Gme-frame to  facilitate objective evaluation of the
schievement of those Technical Committees, [t was alen decided that the
SAARC Secretaniat should penodically prepare progress feports assessing
whether the goals and targeis have been achicved within thie given time-frame.
It further decided that the second mecting of Chairperson of the Technical
Committees be held at the SAARC Secretanat duning the last weck of
MNovember 1995 in order to review progress on the implementation of the
recommendations of their first mecting and suggest measures to further
strengthen inter-sectonial coordination.

The Committes considered the amalgamation/alierstion of Technical
Committecs and decided to merge Technical Commitiee on Environment and
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Meteorology and designate it as the Technical Committee on Environment and
Meteorology with effect from January 1, 1996, It also decided to rename the
Technical Committee on Health and Population Activities as the Technical
Committee on Health, Population Activities and Child Welfare.

While reviewing the role of the SAARC Secretarist, the Committee felt
that the guidelines and procedures on rationalising SAARC  activitics
recommended by the first special session of the Standing Committee be fully
complied with and that there should be periodic review of the progress of their
implementation. The Committee also decided that SAARC recognised regional
apex bodics should keep the Secretariat fully informed of their activities and
recommended that such apex bodies invite the Secretary-General or his
representative to attend their annual meetings.

The Committee discussed vanous aspects of SAARC Youth Awards
Scheme and decided that the national focal points should examine the scheme
during the scheduled second meeting of the Chairpersons of the Technical
Committees in Kathmandu,

WORKSHOPS/SEMINARS HELD DURING
JULY -~ SEFTEMBER 1995

Workshop on Foot and Mouth Disease - Production of Biotechnological
Vaccines and Diagnostics, July 3—7, Hangalore.

Seminar on Waste Recycling Based on Bio-Gas Technology, July 18—20,
Dihaka.

Training course in the arear af IS0-9000 Software Quality Assurance,
Standards  and  Calibration-Practices  and  Principles, Mass Selldering
Technigues, & Surface Mount Technology, July 17-25, New Delhi.

Workshop  on  Small Greup  Approach 1o Rural  Pevelopment,
August 23-25, 1995, Colombo.

= Expent Group meeting for the establishment of Nerworking Arrangement
in the field of Bio-technology and Genetic Engineering, August 30-31,
New Delhi.

Workshop  on  Small Greup Approach 1o Rural Development,
August 23-25, Colomba.
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PRESIDENT OF SRI LANKA INAUGURATES sOUTH
ASIAN BUSINESS LEADERS' FORUM

Colomba, Sri Lanka : 31 August — 1st September, 1995

The mesting of South Asian Business Leaders’ Forum was held in
Colombo on 31 August - st Seplember 1995 to discuss ways and means of
forging greater economic cooperation and harnessing the economic potential of
the SAARC region.

The mesting was inaugurated by the President of Sri Lanka, (Mrs.)
Chandriks Bandaranaike Kumaratunga who delivered the keynote address.
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sn Lanka, Lakshman Kadirgamar also
addressed the Forum. SAARC Secretary-General, Y. K. Silwal in his address
emphasieed once against that “It was the right time for intensification and
consolidation of cooperation among the countries of the region in diverse
economac fields which are to be discussed in the meeting.” He expressed his
confidence that the deliberations of the meeting will result in better
exploitation of the trade opportunities provided by SAPTA which was going to
be operationalised by the end of this year.

The meeting organised jointly by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sn
Lanka and the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce focussed on promoting regional
cooperation in the field of industries, agriculture, services, tourism, fisheries,
infrastructure, energy, iovesiment and drade, and human rezources
development by forming committees for each of these sectors.

NEW DIRECTOR FROM BHUTAN

(Ms.) Kunzang C. Namgyel has been nominated by the government of
Bhutas o join the SAARC Secretanal as Director from Bhutan. She will be
succeeding (Ms.) Nima Ome who served the Secretariat as the first Director
from Bhuian from January 1991 to June 1995, Namgyel will be joining the
Secretaniat in the third week of October 1995,

As a carcer diplomat since 1980, Mamgyel has served in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Bhutan and has held several responsibilities including her
postings in the Royal Bhutanese Embassy 1n New Dellu and the Permanent
Mission of Bhutan to the United Mations in New York, Most recently she
served as Director (SAARC) in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bhutan.
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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PREVENTION
OF DRUG TRAFFICKING AND DRUG ABUSE

Islamahad, Pakistan : September 19-20, 1995

The tenth meeting of the Technical Committee on Prevention of Drrug
Trafficking and Dirug Abuse was held in Islamabad on September 1920, 1995
Representatives from all member countries participated in the meeting. The
SAARC Sccrctariat was represented by Director, Ranjith P. layasoonya.

The mecting was inaugurated by Maj. Gen, (Retd.) Nasir Ullah Khan
Babar, Minister for Interior, Narcotics Control and Federal Investigation and
chaired by Director, Drug Demand Redusction Directorate of Anti Narcotics
Force of Pakistan, Skakil Durrani,

Following reports of the activities held since the last meeting of the
Committee, were presented by the respective host member countries -

(i} Truning workshop on the role of NGOs in the treatment and
rehabilitation of drug addicts,

{1} Workshop on preveative education with emphasis on curnculum
development for schoals,

fiéf) Presentation by Bangladesh of the report on SAARC Forum on the
role of NGOs in drup demand redustion.

The Commuttee reviewed the progress in the implementation of its earlier
decisions on the following subjects :

ft)  Exchange of information on programme of Drug Abuse Control and
Frevention.

fii) Development of local and indigenous methods/modalities for
treatment and rehabilitation and exchange of information.

frf) Addinonal mformation to be included i the Diirectory of NGOs
identsfied 1o facilitate interacting and coordination in drug abuse
prevenfion, ireatment and rebabilitation.

fiv) Traning and transfer of know-how, expertise in law enforcement,
rehabilitation and preventive education.
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fv) Assignment of drug lisison responsibilities to diplomatic officers in
the SAARC missions in the region.

(vi) Expeditious implementation of Global Programme of Action (GPA)
and the formulation of multi-year master plans.

While discussing the implementation of the SAARC Convenltion on
Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, mechanisms and strategies for
implementation, consolidation and harmonization of national drug legislation,
the delegates from all member countnes apprised the meeting of the policy
decisions (o bring their laws in conformity with the SAARC Convention.

The Committee reviewed of functioning of the SAARC Drug Offences
Monitoring Desk (SDOMD) and requested all member states 0 forward a
concise country report comtaining the current drug trafficking situation and
trendds for incorporation in the annual bulletin which would be prepared by
SDOMD, It was also felt that there was 8 need for 8 review of the existing
Initial Report Form (IRF) and Detailed Report Form (DRF) and requested Sn
Lankan delegation to undertake thas review,

The Committee exprested its satisfaction at the signing of the
Memomandum of Understanding between SAARC and UNDCP. It also
endorsed cooperation with Colombo Plan Bureau regarding the SAARC Forum
on the role of NGOs in Drug Demand Beduction apd establishing a working
relationship with the SAARC Secretarial.

SAARC SECRETARY-GENERAL CALLS ON
PRIME MINISTER OF NEPAL

Nipal : September 24, 1995

Secretary-General, Y.K. Silwal called on the Prime Minister of Nepal,
Sher Bahadur Deuba at the latter's office on 24 September, 1995 and expressed
his warm felicitations to the Prime Mirister on his appointment to the high
office.

During the meeting, the Secretary-General apprised the Prime Minister
regarding on-going activities of SAARC, in particular, the operationalization
of the Agreement on SAPTA by November 1995, which he added would
clearly demonstrate the commitment of member states 1o work together in the
field of trade and economy o better the lives of the peoples of the -egion.
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Prime Minister Deuba expressed satisfaction on the progress SAARC has
made mince its inception said that he keenly looked forward to the
commemoration of the Tenth Anniversary of SAARC in December 1995, The
Prime Minister confident that the next decade would result in further concrete
achievements for the benefit of the South Asian people. The Prinve Minister
assured the Secretary-General of fullest suppon and assistance of His Majesty's
Government of Nepal in the SAARC process.

NEW EDITION OF SAARC IN BRIEF

A new edition of SAARC in Brief has been published by the Secretariat.
This updated edition highlights the achievements of the organization in
promoting of regional cooperation in South Asia during its first decade. The
information on recent developments relating to the expansion of cooperation in
the core economuc and trade areas, SAPTA, poverty eradication as well as
collaboration with international and regicnal organisstions is also include in
this edition. The organiational framework of SAARC has also been revized
and included in the publication.

EXPERT GROUP MEETING ON
SOUTH ASIAN DEVELOPMENT FUND

Kathmandu, Nepal : September 2627, 1995

A meeting of the Expert Group on the establishment of the South Asign
Development Fund (SADF) was held at the SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu
on Seplember 26-27, 1995,

The meeting was chaired by the leader of the Indian delegation, R.M.
Roy. The Expert Group consisted of Members of the Council of SAARC Fund
for Regional Projects and the national focal points of SAARC member states.
The SAARC Secretarial .as represented by Directors, Ashok K. At and
Tahir Igbal Buit,

Al the opening session, Secretary-General, Y.K. Silwal drew the
attention of the delegates to the fact that the SAARC Leaders had already
endorsed the establishment of a three-window SADF with the merger of
5AARC Fund for Regional Projects, SAARC Regional Tund, and a third
window for Social Development and Infrastructure Development. He stressed
that SADF has the potential of becoming an effective instrument of economic
and social development in the SAARC region.
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The Expert Group finalised the terms of referencs, operations] medalities
and composition of the Governing Board of SADF. Tt was decided that the
umbrella fund would have three windows, vis, Window for Identification and
Development of Projects; Window for Institubonal and Human Resource
Development Projects; and Window for Social and Infrastructure Development
Praject.

CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATIONS MEET ON HS NOMENCLATURE
New Delhi, India : October 16-18, 1995

A Meeting of the Customs Admanistrations of the SAARC Countries on
the Implementation of the revised HS MNomenclature was held in New Dellu on
October 16-18, 1995,

The Mecting attended by representatives from all Member Countries was
chaired by Tarun Roy, Chairman of the Ceniral Board of Excise and Customs
of India. Director, Ashok K. Attn represented the SAARC Secretarial at the
meding.

The Mecting provided a platform io the Customs admimstrations of the
SAARC Member States (o discuss the nature and scope of the HS-1%96 version
and evolve a coordinated approach towards it implementation. The delegates
exchanged views on the difficulties expenenced and the methodology adopied
for the implementation of the Revised HS Nomenclature,

The Report of this meeting has been approved by the Sixth Meeting of
Commitiee on Economie Cooperation, which also  agreed that  the
represeptatives of Customs Administrations should meet regularly to discuss
1550eE Of COMIMon COnCEm.

The |r|.'|p|uq‘n|:|'|.llti.u|:| of the revised version of Harmonisad Cnmnxdil}'
Description and Coding System (HS) 15 expected to begin from 1st Jamuary
19546,

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT MEETS
Kathmandu, Nepal ; November 6-T, 1995

The Fourtzenth Mesting of the SAARC Technical Committes on Rural
Development attended by delegates from all Member Stales was held in
Kathmandu on November &7, 1995, Mimster for Local Development of
Nepal, Kamal Thapa maugurated the meeting, which was chaired by Uday Raj
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Soti, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Local Development of Nepal. SAARC
Secretarial was represented by Director. Ahmed Latheef.

The Commiliee considered details for establishing the Shelter Information
Network — *SHELTERNET" among the Member Countries.

Regarding the preparation of Research Siudies on Rual Housing and
Transfer of Technology, the Commitiee noted that India would complete the
Studies and coavene a Workshop on Rumal Housing and Transfer of
Technology during the second quarter of 1996,

The Committee reviewed the progress on the networking arrangements
among institutions in Member Countries dealing with appropriate Rural
Technology, and compilation of the SAARC Directory of Expents on Rural
Development. It decided that Bangladesh would complete the compilation of
the Lists of Institations and Directory of Experts by mid 1996,

The Committee reviewed the implementation of the Calendar of Activities
for 1994-95 and proposed new activities for 1996, The proposed Calendar for
1996, which includes workshops/seminars, covers areas such as production
credit o rural women, enhanced role of NGOs in rural development, poverty
focused rural development, and functioning of local instinutions,

SAARC FOCUSES ON GIRL-CHILD IN ESPECIALLY
DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES (GCEDC)

Colomba, Sr Lanka : November 1-3, 1995

A SAARC Workshop on Girl-Child in Especially Difficult Circumstances
(GCEDC) was held in Colombo on November 1-3, 1995, The workshop was
held in pursuance of the decision of the Eighth SAARC Summit (New Delni,
May, 1995) which had recognised the serious threat faced by GCEDC and
directed that an urgent Appraisal be prepared and specific recommendations
presented to the Ninth SAARC Summit.

The Workshop deliberated in detail on the serious threat faced by certain
groups of Girl Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances (GCEDC) in
South Asia who are subjected to sex trade, bonded for work, exploited as
labourers orphaned, disabled, etc.

The Workshop, which was held with the assistance of UNICEF under the
Memorandum of Understanding signed with SAARC, was attended by
delegates from all Member States representing the government and NGO



100 Sourh Asian Stedies

sectors, SAARC Secretarist and UNICEF were represented by Director,
Ahmed Latheef and Regional Urban Adviser, Leo Fonseka, respectively.

Country appraisals were presented at the workshop, which also benefited
from a recent five-country study commissioned by UNICEF.

The Workshop wentified several common key issues and concemns
affecting the Girl-Child, both directly and indirectly. These relale to the
cxisting Discriminatory Laws and Attitudes, child labour, bonded labour,
trafficking of girls, their abuse and viclence against them, inadequate
budgetary allocations and poor utilization of resources for social sector
programmes, low school enrolment end retention rates, antiquated vagrancy
acts and laws, ele,

The deliberations af the Workshop led to a set of recommendations an
policy and programme issues relating to GCEDC, with focus on the needs of
Girl-Child in Especially Difficult Circumstances, particularly the three worst
affected groups, 1.e., female child labourers, girls who are being trafficked
within and between countries, and girl-children out of school.

COUNCIL FOR SAARC FUND FOR REGIONAL PROJECTS MEETS
lslamabod, Pakistan : November 15-16, 1995

The Temth Meeting of the Council for SAARC Fund for Regional
Projects (CSFRP) was held in Islamabad on Novernber 15-16, 1995 with the
participatior of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal and Pakistan.

The meeting was insugurated by the Charman of the Natonal
Development Finance Cooperation (NDFC) of . Pakistan, Muhammad
Munawar. The SAARC Secretariat was represented by Director Tahir lghal
HBur,

The Council reviewed the progress relating to the thireen feasibility
studies now carried oul by Member States. The Council took decisions to
complete the studies in time and to remove the procedural botilenecks to
ensure smooth functioning. It urged Member States 1o give special atlention 1o
the identificatin of sponsors/financiers for the projects whose studies are
nearing completion or completed and found viable. The Council also
considered the Report of the Experis Group Mecting on the establishment of
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South Asian Development Fund and decided that CSFRP will continue to
work, carry out its functions and hold its regular meetings till such time SADF
becomes operational.

The Council elected Pakistan as the next Chairman of CSFRP beginning
from January 1, 1996, as Nepal's term would expire on December 31, 1995,
The Council also decided that the next Meeting of CSFRP would be held n
Bhutan in May, 1996.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT
CONYENES ITS THIRD MEETING

Colembo, S Lanks : November 22-23, 1995

The Third Meeting of the SAARC Technical Commuttes on Environment
attended by all Member Siates was held in Colombo on November 22-23,
1995, Minister of Transport, Enyironment.and Women's Affairs of 5n Lanka,
Srimani  Athulathmudali, insugurated the mesting, which was chaired by
Secretary, Ministry of Transport, Environment and Women's Affairs of Sn
Lanka, Cecil Amerasinghe. The SAARC Secretaniat was represented by
Dnrector, Liaguat Ali Choasdhury.

The Meeting considersd the stutus of implementation of vanous
fecommendations made in the two SAARC Studies, viz © faf Heponal Stedy on
the Causes and Consequences of Natural Dizasters and the Profection and
Preservation of Envirenment, and (#) Regional Study on Greenhouse Effect
and its Impact on the Region, The Committee also explored the possability of
new initiatives in the form of activities to be undertaken by the Member States
in such sreas as Environmental Legislation and Management, Bio-diversity,
Transport and related Environmental lssues, Wildlife Management. ete.

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION
HOLDS ITS SIXTH MEETING

New Delhi, India : November 16-17, 1995

The Sixth Mesting of Committee on Economic Cooperation (CEC)
compnsing Commerce Secretanas of SAARC Member Countries, ook place i
New Delhi on November 16-17, 1995 under the Chairmanship of Tejendra
Khanna, Commerce Secretary of India. The mecting was attended by all
Member States, SAARC Secretary-General, Y. K. Silwal and Director, Ashok
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K. Attri represented the Secretarial. The Meeting was opened by the Secretary-
General.

The Committee recommended that with the operationalisation of SAARC
Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) with effect from Tth December
F995, it was desirable to work towards removal of para-tarifl and non-tanff
barrers, widening and deepening the tanff cuts and expanding the list of
products to be included for intra-SAARC preferential trade under SAPTA, Tt
reiterated that the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) was a clear eventual
goal, at the same time it noted that the progress towards it may have to be in
gradual stages. To push the SAPTA process forward, it recommended that the
Inter-Governmental Group on Trade Liberalisation be reconvened in early
1996 to conduct the Second Round of Trade Negotiations under SAPTA and
apprecisted the offer of Sn Lanka 1o host its first meeting.

The Commitiee also recommended that the first Mecting of the
Committee of Participants of SAPTA may be held in the third quarter of 1996
1o review the progress in the implementation of the Agreement,

The Committes also decided that each Member Country will notify the
SAARC Secretanat and the SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry about
their overseas bulk purchases on a voluntary basis for timely sharing of
information. A Group of Consultants from Research Institutions of Member
States has been mandated to conduct a tripartite study involving govermnments,
business and academic sectors to accelerate the process of eventual progression
to the creation of & free-trade area in the region.

Dvher important matters considered by the Committee included Meeting
of SAARC Commerce Ministers; SAARC Trade Fair 10 be held in New Dellu
in January 1996; promotion of intra-regional investment and establishment of
joint ventures calering to national, regiosal and international markets; Project
Proposal of ITC Geneva on promotion of intra-SAARC trade; and the Report
of the Consultant on Transport Infrastructure and Transit Facilities.

Another noteworthy feature of the Mecting was that for the first time, the
President of SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Salman F. Rahman
of Bangladesh was invited to this Meeting along with other office bearers of
the Chamber to give private sector's feedback on the SAARC economic and
trade cooperation. The President of the SAARC Chamber will continue to be
invited to the future meetings of the Committee for similar interaction.
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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORT
MEETS IN KATHMANDU

Kathmandu, Nepal : November 21-22, 1995

The Fourteenth Meeting of Technical Commitiee on Transport attended
by delegates from all Member States was held in Kathmandu on 21-22
November [995,

Acting Secretary, Ministry of Works and Transport of His Majesty's
Government of Nepal Varun Prasad Shrestha inaugurated the Meeting, which
was chaired by K.B. Khadgi, Senior Divisional Engineer, Ministry of Waorks
and Transport of Nepal. SAARC Sccrctarial was representsd by Dircctor
Prakal 5.1 B, Rana.

The Commitice reviewed the progress in the implementation of its carlicr
decissons. It noted that the next updation of the Compendias of Information on
Roads and Riilway by India and Sri Lanka respectively fell due in 1995 and
requested Member States 1o furnish the latest date in these areas as carly as
possible, Simularly, Member States were also requested to furnish the required
informmation for preparation of Directories on (i) Centres of Excellence and i)
Consultants and Experts in the field of Transport. Other Member Stales wers
reqquested 1o furnish the required information, preferably within three months.

Regarding the concept paper of Nepal on Consultancy/Contracting Joint
Ventures in the Transport Sector in the SAARC region, it was noted that the
comuments from all Member States had still not been recerved,

As for Sn Lanka’s proposal to establish joint venture operations (o
provide Container Liner Shipping Services for Long Haul Trade Rouies, the
Committes considercd the Report of the Meeting of Working Group held in
Colombo on 16-17 March 1995 and decided 1o examine further the
recommendations contained in the Report.

The Commuttee reviewsd the status of implementation of the Calendar of
Activities for the year 1995 and also formuiated the new Calendar for 1996,

MEETING OF DIRECTORS OF CIVIL AVIATION
Colombo, Sri Lanka : November 28-29, 1995

A Meeting of the Directors of Civil Avistion under the Transport Sector
w5 held in Colombao o Movember 13-29, 1995 to discuss [:;’mnﬂ
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cooperation in areas of mutual interest in the field of civil aviation and review
the progress of Sub-Committees on Air Transport and related matters.

The Directors of Civil Avistion of the Governments of Bhutan, India,
Mepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka participated in the meeting. The meeling was
inaugurated by M.L.U. de 5. Malalgoda, Director-General of Covil Aviation
of Sr Lanka and the keynote address was delivered by the Minister of Media,
Tounsm and Aviation of 5n Lanka, Dharmasin Senanyake.

The meeting reviewed the functioning of all the Sub-Committees namely
fi) Sub-Committee on Air Traffic Control and Communication; (i) Sub-
Commitiee on Marketing and Scheduling: (iif) Technical Sub-Committee. The
meeting also discussed the concept of flight safety oversight programme and
the possibility of joint ventures in the area as referred by the Fourteenth
Meeting of Technical Committee on Transport. The concepd of Regional
Cooperation in the field of Flight Safety Oversight was agreed to in principle.
However, the meeting felt that since the modalities of execution of the
programme should be looked into further by the respective Civil Aviation
Authorities and the Governments, the issue may be brought up for detailed
Jiscussion al the next meeting of Chief Executives of Civil Awviation
Suthornitics.

SEMINAR ON DRUG MONEY LAUNDERING
Islamahad, Pakistan : November 29-30, 1995

The SAARC Seminar on Drug Money Laundering was held in lslamabad
on November 29-30, 1995, The Seminar was atiended by delegates from
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The Seminar discussed all aspects
relating to the problem of money laundering in the SAARC region as well as
counter measures taken at the intermational level to curb the menace.

The Seminar specifically addressed issues relating to transaction of drag
money laundenng in the respective countrics, implementation of the provisions
of Vienna Convention of 1988 with regard 1o measures for countering money
laundering in the SAARC region, and problems and botile necks being faced
by the Member Countrics in this regard. The Seminar also focused on the areas
of cooperation among the Member Stues for effective implementation of
money laundering counler measures,



Slelements 105

FROGRAMMES/ACTIVITIES FINANCED UNDER
SAARC-JAPAN SPECIAL FUND

Calcutta, India : December 5 - 8, 1995
Seminar-cum-Workshop of Tropical Cyclones and Forecasting

The SAARC Seminar<um-Workshop on  ‘Tropical Cyclones and
Forecasting’ was organised by the Regional Meteorological Centre, Calcutts
on December 5-8, 1995, Delegates from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka participated in the Seminar. The inaugural session was presided
over by Dir. N. Sen Roy, Director-General of Meteorology of India. The
Seminar-cum-Workshop provided a useful forum to share among the Member
Countries, the technical and scientific expertise including operational facilities
for cyclone detection, tracking and method of forecasting existing in the
region. Apart from benefitting from the lectures deliversd by the renowned
experts in the respective fields of tropical cyclones, the seminur provided its
participants an opportunity o interact with experts and exchange ideas/views,
and discuss practical problems on various aspecis of the subject. Armangements
were also made for practical classes. The panticipants were shown around the
Regional Meteorological Centre and Cyclone Detection Radar facilities in
Calcutta to make them familiar with the activities of the Area Cyclone
Waming Centre, Disaster Warning Dissemination System, capabilities of
Storm Defecting Radar, e,

Waorkshop on Popularising and Teaching Astronomy and
Space Science through Telescope Making and Planetary Education

A SAARC Workshop on Popularising and Teaching Astronomy and
Space Science through Telescope and Planetarium Education for SAARC
Countries was held in New Delhi on October 7-27, 1995 with popular
participation from all Member States,

The Workshop provided the participants consisting of young scicnoe
teachers, communicators and students from schools and Planetarium/Science
Centres of SAARC Countries, 1o learn the hasic fundamentals and concepts of
Astronomy and Space Science through practical process of leaming such as
making the high power telescope and using of the same for chservations o
celestial objects.

The participants were encouraged to popularise the subject in their
respective countn:s using exsting planctarium and or portable and mobile
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planetarium which can be taken to rural areas for the benefit of the common
ik,

SAARC Expert Group Meeting on Cultivation/U nilization
of Medicinal and Aromatic Plunis

The BAARC Expert Group Mesting on Cultivation/Utihization of
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants was held in Colomba, on Oclober 18-20, 1995
with the participation from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and 5n Lanka
The Mimster of Soence, Technology and Human Resoorces Development of
Sri Lanka, Bernard S-u:,'su inauium!ad the Tm.*-:!i,rlu.

During the meeting parficipants exchanged information on the present
status of the Medicinal and Aromatic Plant Indusimes i their respective
counines, The rrm:ljng }'!m'r'ulud a u.uﬁ.d Ir1.1r|.||:|1 i Fm:rull: o ralncni Ao g
scpentizts of SAARC region through the development of programmes for
technical cooperation, twechnolopy transfer, investment promolion in the areas
of phylopharmaceutical flavour and fragrance industnies. The mecting also
discussed ways and means of improving the economic ulilisation of the
regional resources in this respect.

The Expert Group highlighted the need to compile a regional list of
medicinal and aromatic plants used for industnal purposes, initiate dynamic
reszarch and development thrust i the multidisciplinary aspects of the
industry, conduct research studies on the growith and reproductive behaviour of
those species on the verge of estinction, and to develop national policies in
Member States, leading 1o a regional policy of utihsation and conservation of
medicinal and aromatic plants,

SAARC Semingr on Essential Drugs Programmis

A SAARC Serminar on Essential Drugs Programmes was held in Thimphu
Wovember 28:29, 1995 with participation from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives,
Pakistin and 5 Lanks, The Semunar was naugurated by Dasho Sangay
Mgedup, Secretary of Health Services of Bhutan,

Dnscussions during the semunar focused on jssues such as access o
medicine, rational drog use, gquality, safety and efficacy of pharmaceutical
products, The recommendations made at the end of the deliberations included
those relating to strengthening primary health care including the delivery
systems, and exchange of informabon and expertise among Member Stafcs on
essential drupgs, through vanous means such as semuinars and  rammng
PO rammies. lII:'lu"-|.1r'|-li.|'|t tovkands n:giqmll sell \ul'l_:n.'lcnl.'_lr and =:icng1humng
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regional cooperation among the Member Countries in the pharmaceutical
production, marketing and research also featured among the recommendations.

In addition to above Workshops/Seminars, the following two activities
were also held under SAARC-Japan Special Fund :

fi} Short-term Training on Computer .-’upplil::.liun in Library and
Information Activities for the Information Professionals, New
Dielhi, November 6 - December 6, 1995,

fil) Second Meeting of the Panel of Experts on : (a) Agro-Meteorology;
fb) Climatology and Data Esxchange; and o) [Instrumentation,
Karachi, November 21-23, 1995,

DELEGATION OF SAARC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY

December 7, 1995

A delegation from SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCT)
led by its President, Salman F. Rahman visited the SAARC Secretariat on
December 7, 1995, The delegation held discussions with the SAARC
Secrctary-General, Y.K. Silwal and Directors of the Secretarial on the
measures (0 be taken for expanding cooperation in the region in the field of
trade and economic areas. The delegation was bricfed by the Secretary-General
and Dhrectors about the activities of the Secretariat being undertaken in various
ficlds,

The visit of the delegation coincided with the launching of SAARC
Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) with effect from Tth December
1995, Secretary-General Silwal appreciated the efforts of the SAARC Chamber
in disseminating information anout SAPTA,

He also expressed his bope that the SAARC Chamber would make further
contribution for implementation of SAPTA.

COMMEMORATION OF TENTH AMNMIVERSARY OF SAARC
India : December 8, 1995

SAARC will complete its first decade on December 8, 1995, To make
this occasion, the Council of Ministers had decided o meel o @
Commemorative Session m India in December 1995. The Session would
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feview the progress and achievements of SAARC during its first ten years and
evolves strategies and priorities for the future course of action to further
accclerate and strengthen SAARC process, It further decided that the theme of
the commemorative session would be ‘SAARC - Vision for the Second
Decade”.

At the SAARC Headquarters, the Secretary-General would host a special
reception on Sth December 1995 to celebrate the occasion. In addition, a
Photographic  Exhibition would be organised st the Secretarial  from
December 1-7, 1995 focusing on achievemenis of SAARC duning the past
decade,

Member couptries will also he organising various programmes/activities
in their respective countrics to commemorate the Tenth Anmiversary of
SAaARC

SINTEENTH SESSION OF THE PROGRAMMING
COMMITTEE HELD

New Delhi, India : December 14, 1995

The Programming Committee held its Sixtoenth Session at New Delhi on
December 14, 1995 under the Chairmanship of 5.M, Gavai, Joint Secrelary
{SAARC), Ministry of External Affairs of India.

The Committee considered the Report of the Fourteenth Meeting of the
SAARC Audio Visual Exchange (SAVE) Commitice held in Islamabad on
September 25-27. 1995 and recommendsd {1t for approval by the Standing
Commitles,

It reviewed the implementation of the Calendar of Activilies since ks last
Session and recommended for approval by the Standing Commities the
proposed Calendar of Activities for the year 1996

The Committes examined the Esxtimated Financial Stulement of 1995 and
Budget Estimates of the Secretariat for the year 1996, and submutted the same
1o the Stunding Committee for approval,

STANDING COMMITTEE CONVENES ITS TWENTY-FIRST SESSION
New Delhi, India : December 15-17, 1995

The twenty-first Session of the Standing Commutiee was held at New
Delhi on December 15-17, 1995 under the chairmanship of the Foreign
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Secretary of India, Salman Haidar. The Commitiee considersd and approved
the Report of the Sixteenth Session of the Programming Commitiee held prior
to the Standing Committee,

While reviewing progress in the implementation of the Integrated
Programme of Astion (IPA), the Commitiee considered the Reports of the
Meetings of the Technical Committees on Agriculture; Environment:
Prevention of Drug Trafficking and Drug Abuse: Rural Development;
Tourism; and Transport, which met since the last session of the Standing
Committee. In this context, the Committee decided that #) in formulating
recommendations on cooperation with international orgamsations, Technical
Committees should prepare detailed project proposals and submit them for
consideration by the Standing Commitice, fil} Member States should ensure
publicity and projection of activities of Techpical Comunitiees to a wider
audience; and (i) Member States may endeavour to promote closer inter-
action between the Technical Committees and relevant public and private
seclor organisations. The Committee also reiterated ihe need for Techmical
Commiitees to monitor and effectively implement their programmes.

The Committee also considured and approved the Report of the Second
Meeting of the Governing Board of SAARC Documentation Centre (SDC).

While reviewing progress in the implementation of SAARC Regional
Convention on Suppression of Terronism, and the SAARC Convention on
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, the Commitice emphasised on
the need for regular flow of relevant information i enable the SAARC
Ferrorist Offences Monitoring Desk (STOMD) and the SAARC Drug Offences
Moaitoring Desk (SDOMD! in Colombo 1o function effectively.

Regarding the establishment of & three-window South Asian Development
Fund (SADF), the Committee recommended to the Council of Ministers that
the first meeting of the Governing Board of SADF may be held in Bangladesh,

While considering matters relating to economic wnd trade, the Commitlee
welcomed the entry into force of the Agreement on SAPTA with effect from
December 7, 1995, within the mandated schedule. It decided to bost the
Meeting of 1GG on Trade Liberalization in the tirst half of March 1996 in Sr
Lanka, to initiate the Second Round of Trade Negotiations.

The Committee reviewed the implementation of activities under the
SAARC-Japan Special Fund, and expressed satisfaction af the progress made 1n
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1994-95. It approved additional activities for 1995-9%, which include
workshops/iraining programmes on Integrated Forestry Management, Women
and Family, Library automation, and covironmental impact sssessment for
tourism development.

The Commitiee reviewed SAARC's cooperation with international and
regional organisations such as UNCTAD, UNICEF, UNDP, UNDCP,
UNFPA, ITU, TTIC, APT, ESCAP, EU, cic. It authorised the Sccretary-
General to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with the European
Commission. On SAARC-ECO cooperation, the Committee decided that the
Secretary-General may continue his informal contacts with the Secretary-
General of ECO at the forthcoming meeting of the Executive Heads of Sub-
Regional Organisations in Asia and Pacific Region and ESCAF at Tehran.

The Committee also reviewed the progress made by the SAARC-
recopnised regional Apex Bodies ie. SAARC Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCT), and SAARCLAW, and appreciated the work dovne by thee
bodies. It also examined the question of granting Observer Status at SAARC
meetings.

The Committes took note of the World Conference against Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Children, 1o be held at Stockholm from August 27-31,
1994,

The Committee emphasised on the projection of SAARC activities within
and outside the region. It advised the Secretary-General o examine the
possibility of establishing SAARC Information Centres within and out side
SAARC region.

COMMEMORATIVE SESSION OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD TO MARK THE FIRST DECADE OF SAARC

New Delhi, India : December 18, 1995

The Council of Ministers met in & Commemorative Session on December
18, 1995 in New Delhi, to mark the First Decade of SAARC. During the
Session the Ministers focused on the theme “SAARC - Vision for the Second
Decades. ®

Prime Minister of India and current Chairman of SAARC, P.V.
Narasimha Rao inaugurated the Commemorative Session. In his inaugural
address, the Prime Minister stressed the need to consolidate the gains of
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SAARC during its First Decade and further strengthen interaction among
Member States to realise the full potential of their cooperation during the next
len years,

The Foreign Ministers of Member States, in their statements recalled the
significant achievements made during the First Decade of SAARC and
acknowledged that SAARC has evolved b a viable institution. They agreed
that & landmark of economic cooperation has been the opermtionaliaton of
SAARC Preferential Tradiog Arrangement (SAPTA), and hoped that it would
bead to the eventual realisation of Souih Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA). The
Ministers also reiterated their commutment to the eradication of pivery by
placing the people at the centre of all development efforts. The felt that during
the Second Decade, SAARC should consolidate the achievements of the st
and build on them 1o achieve further PTOEress in economic inbegration, poverty
eradicition and people-io-people contacts in the region. In their vision for the
Second Decade, the Ministers cmphasised on the need 1o hamess the resoufces
of the region in economic and social sectis.

SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HELD
New Delhi, India : December 18-19, 1995

Following the Commemorative Session, the Foreign  Ministers of
Member States met in New Delhi on December 18-19, 1995 at the regular
Sixteenth Session of the Council of Minjsters. The Session was chaired by
Pranab Mukherjee, Minister of External Alfairs and Leader of the delegation
of India,

The Council considered and approved the reparts of the Second Special
Seszion (New Delhi, August 25.26, 1995) and e Twenty-first Session {New
Delhi, December 15-17, 1995) of the Standing Commuttee. 1t also approved
the report of the Sixth Mecting of the Committes on Economic Cooperation
{CEC).

The Council expressed its satisfaction at the entry into force of the
Agreement on SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) with effect
from December 7, 1995 and hoped that this would make an Impsrtant
contribution to the promotion of witra-regional trade in the SAARC region.
The Council agreed that Member States should sinive for the realisation of
South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) preferably by the year 2000 bui before
2005 A.D.
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While reviewing follow-up action taken on the Summit decisions, the
Council noted the actions taken by Member States to observe 1995 as the
‘SAARC Year of Poverty Eradication,” and reiterated the crucial importance of
continuing actions at all levels to schieve the goal of poverty eradication
preferably by 2002 A.D.

The Council recalled the decision of the Eighth SAARC Summit
regarding the establishment of a three-tier mechanism 1o act as & forum for
exchange of information and experiences on poverty eradicalion programmes
in Member States, and noted the first-tier of this mechanism consisting of the
Group of Secretaries concerned with poverty eradication snsd social
development, and the second-tier consisting of the Fisance/Planning
Secretaries met in New Delhi from September 6-7, 1995 and Seplember B,
1995, respectively. It also noted that the third-lier comprising Finance/
Planning Ministers would meet in New Delhi during the first week of January
19496,

It also reviewed the progress in the implementation of earlier decisions of
the Council, including formulation of collective positions for presentation at
major international mectings. It noted that the Ministerial Conference on
Women hebd in Dhaka in July 1995, played an important role in projecting the
collective position of Member States at the Beijing Conference on issues of
vital concern to women and children,

The Council stressed the importance of formulating a collective position
by Member States on issues before the World Food Summit scheduled to be
held in Italy in November 1996, and decided 1o hold a preparatory meeting in
Pakistan in 1996. Similarly, the Council decided to hold a Coaference of
Housing Ministers in 5ri Lanka to formulate a collective SAARC position
prioe to the World HABITAT-II Conference, scheduled to be held in Istanbul
in Jupe 1996, It also reviewed SAARC's cooperation with international,
regional and other organizations.

The Council of Ministers appointed Nacem U. Hasan as the new
Sccretary-General of SAARC, and commended the out-going Secretary
General Y.K. Silwal for his valuable contribution towards strengthening
regional cooperation in South Asia during his tenure.

As regards the scheduling of its mext session, the Council decided 1o
convene its Seventeenth Session in India in 1996,
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NEW SECRETARY-GENERAL OF SAARC APPOINTED
New Delhi, India : December 18-19, 1995

The Council of Ministers at its Sixteenth Session held in Mew Delhi on
December 18-19, 1995 has H-pp'l.'llnt-td Masem L. Hazan from Pakistan as
SAARC Secretary-General for the period January 1, 1996 to December 31,
1oy,

The new Secretary-General assumed his office from January 1, 1996 and
replaced ¥ K. Silwal from Nepal who completed his tenure on Deceber 31,
1995, As a carcer diplomat of Pakistan, Mr. Hasan has served in several
countries including Turkey, lIraq, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakin and Sauds
Arabia. He also worked at the OIC Secretariat in Jeddah. Before joning the
Secretanat, Mr. Hasan served as Ambassador of Pakistan to the Syrian Arab
Republic.

REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR WOMEN
INTRODUCTION

Evolving & SAARC Regional Plan of Action for the development of
women hax been one of the long term objectives of SAARC. Pursuant 1o the
decision of the Second SAARC Ministerial Meeting on Women in
Development in [slamabad, the Technical Committee on Women in
Development at ite sixth meeting decided to formulate a Regional Plan of
Action for Women. Accordingly a framework for Plan of Action for Women

has been prepared.
OBIECTIVES

This Plan of Action will focus on strategies for :
1. lmproving the socio-economic condition of women.
L. Eliminating, health, nutrition, emplovment.
3. Assessing women's equitable access 1o resources and services,
ACTION PLAN IN OUTLINE

1. Each member country of SAARC should develop a national policy
on Women in Development if it is not done already for integration
into the national development plan,
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Ministries connected with women development should spell out
women's programme distinectly.

Sustained efforts should be msde to enhance the effectivensss of
paticnal wamen's machinenes.

Qualified women should ‘be given key positions al policy and
decision making levels in economic and Planning Ministries,

Special training programmes in gender awareness should be made
available to senior policy markers and planners in all Ministries.

Development planners should seek to provide equal opportunity to
men and women based on equitable sharing of resournces,

National statistics should be preseated in gender disaggregated
form, covening both the formal and non-formal sectors.

Educate the public both men and women, about the role of women
in Women in Development and objectives of the Government WID
concept should be incorporated in the syllabus of the sducational
amndd trainiag institules.

Appropriate laws be enacted and where such laws cxist they be
enforced to ensure that mamages of girls take place according o the
legally prescribed age and all marriages be registered in terms of
b,

Appropriate laws be enacted and where such laws exist they be
enforced to prohibit dowry of all forms.

Special agency may be created for settling marntal dispute for
facilitating couns2lling and providing legal assistance.

Waomen must have access to health, nutrition and family welfare
facilities. Family welfare includes motivation in family planning,
education regular supply and availability of family planning
materials al door sleps specially in rural areas.

The environment for movement and work of the women must be
socured against miscreants and hooligans and all possible heinous
BCiE,
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14. Measures should be taken (o improve coordination among
government, NGOs and other agencies 1o facilitate  the
implementation of their plans and programmes.

15. Messures should be taken to include pender responsive training in
youth programmes.

16. Regional cooperation should be emphasised in respect of training
and Human Resource Development including exchange of experts.

I7. Intensive motivational programmes followed by planned steps
should be undentaken for impartiog formal education as well as
vocational truining to illiterate women of rural areas between the age
of 14-30 50 that they not only become confident but also be capable
of becoming self-reliant,

18, Credit facilities nead o be ex tended, o eaxy lerms, 1o Wwomen for
self employment by using their knowledge and skills.

19, Social mobilisation through sdvocacy and awareness raising
activities like holding of meetings, posturing, use of media should
be extensive and forceful for achieving the development of women
in general.

SUBJECTS AND IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR
PLAN OF ACTION FOR WOMEN
Tasses Astion Implemeceting Y-
Agency frame
Lack of spproprmae Incarporstion of gender Concermed Mininry | 1538
developessnt plan for iEruen in the policy ard Deparmment’ Agency
women in the natioral | programmes of line of B respecive
development plan. Ministrses. counlry,
Minislfizs entnated Concermed Misimres abould | Concéssed Missnry! | 1954
wiih responsibilithes ol Earginalie women's Deparment Agency
of developrmsnt donot | programene. Focal point of e mipeclive
epall ool B wpecilic shosld be wcdécied in oouniry.
share for WD in all Mlinisiries for enpediting
progremmes of the the sk,
Crorveamume et
- Capahle women are noll Womaen organisstions ibould | Coscerned Maniatey/ | 1995
EivEn eppamunilisa iry o snaifise bop polithcsl D panmwel’ A gy
b work at polacy leaders and cageutive hands | of the respective
and desision making for plezing capibile woman in | coussry
levels. Ley positions of the
povernmen
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4. Gender specific Truinisg on Gender And Concommed Missary! | 155942000
iralesng fecilides are Development (GAD) and Depariment! Agency
el wlwwys mvallahle Women s Development of the reapoclive
for senior policy (WD) will have 1o be LIty .
mmkers pnd plasners organkeed with the holp of
in all Mimisirios. bl e Eoreign expecis for

senbor policy makeors and
plarsrm,

5 Egusl sbaning of Thin dEincriminatics could Comcerned Ministry! | 1594-2000
resvierces by mes pnd | only by-rlimanated iff Dapariment’ Agenc ¥
women sre ot provided  development plannen s al the respeciive
by darvelopment sepaalised about Waines in CiusHlry.
plunners. Deewelopment mnd Gender

and Developmant.

fi. Gender desegreguied It is necessary Lo conduct Concerned Minlstryf | 1994-2000
mational siadisicn wre intensive mrvey for Departmeny A peacy
ot afwmyw available sodlecling gender of tve redpeciie
in Ehe governenent dhosepre gulngd raliconal EoRinley .
department and other | data.
dewebopmend npeaciaen.

7. Enough seps have not | Sensitising publss, shsind Concermed Missry! | 1994-2000
et ben ke Ly rEpresenlalives, gendrment Deparimant! Agency
edutils the publiz, bt offeclals, policy makers of the respestive
men imd wonssn abowt | and NGO s shout women in Eoinlry,
ahoul the rode of womey  developmant through
and mainireeming social mohilzsation.
them in development
channel of the
FovErmETa

£ Marriages : Punishmen erem e mads Coscerned Ministry! | 1 #84-2000

mandaiory for thos parenis Depan=nest/ Agency

fa) Marrage belare who arrenge murriape of thair| of the mepective

presonhed spe. daughter bafors prescnkzd EOULEY .

ape. Proper meassres should

ki Problem ol dowry. | be adopted fof eompuliory
registmlion mes by made
ool iory. Delerrent
pranishment shoald be
enforsed stristly,

9. Coaflset berwesn 1t i necessary io set up local | Concomed Miniaery/ | 1994

hashand amd wife oflan
leads 1o hroken hame.
{Children nuffer mostly
Ecwuse of this prd:uur.

eommiliges Tor maonsilisgion
and lepal susismasce for

Dretmenl’ Ajoe ey
off the respeciive
ORI,
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10, Women are pot petting | Healts clinic sbould be sel up | Concermed Misinry/ | 1994-2000
adequale facilicies for | in ruml areas. Ficld workers | Depertment/Agency
health, puisition and of these elinie will daliver of the respecive
family welfare, sptciall} health and fimily plenning sountry.
bn rursl aress, Family | ssslistasce 1o village women.

Manning saierals sre | Fisld workers should hold

megi delvered mopulerly | meetings in narl sreas o

1o them, : impart knowledge ahoug
ﬂllﬁﬁﬁﬂ,jrhmyhlh CRfE,
nan- formal sducatinn amd
Ly tatifis 0

11, Imsecure environmant | Special loww should be Concerned Ministry! | 195642000
for working womsn, formulsted for pusidiing Deprmment! Agency
Miscreants wery often | these miscreanis snd b of the mpective
harmss aead sisnily girks | ghould wsedy enforced, Rl
and young women in :
theis warking place or
on their way ko
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12, Lazk of effesctive Efforis should be knitlated Concarmed Minisry! | 1504
coardination berweea for saiting up & Righ level Department/ Agency
govemment mizhineriel, coordinating bedy headed by | of the respective
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working for women ares of womsn in
development. development.

1¥. Lack of gender Training curriculs for youth | Concerned Minisiry/ | 1954
rerponsive tralsng shashd include Gender und Depamment' Apency
programmes lmining Develapment and Women in | of the respeciive
misterials ssd curriculla | Development related easilry

14, Regional pcisnn pluns I is necesiary 1o stady Concerned Maniwryl | 19942000
aied heis implomen- regicaul irvining programemes | Depariment/ Agency
LaSiona ere nod mudssd for differeat groups and of e reapective
propedy while iring plannssng for Haman ity
Lraising progrummss Resource Developeneat, This
end Huma, Resource | could be dons through
Development sctivities.| sachange of sxpera,

15, Miterscy ased fnck af Mon formal sdwsation snd Concomed MinistryS | 15598 300
knowledge sbout wocwtions| trinisg dhould Depamment' Agency
incame penenting be arraaged for these of the respeciive
wclivition Bmaoeg rurl wommea, ecmanlry,

Fudil wioomen.
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r— ing Time
ity Mtion Agency Erl::lt

16, Lack of litde sccens 1o | Woman should be allowed 1o | Concermed Misssiry? || 926~ 2000
baia Decilition from gt loan on esry trrmas from Deepurimeni! Apen: ¥

banks o Tissnial banks mnd Ml of B¢ riapective
nstitations o women | insinsioes, Project for Country.

cannol pravide any income genemsibng wiivitien

callataral, Due tothin | for wemen shoold keep

thay sannol ulilise provisios for lcan

theis tmining. facibdies.

Mote ! This docunsent wis approved by the Susding Comminies a1 i Eightecnths Session hebd
in December 199) wl Dhalis. The member stslen are in the process of implemesting gy
Flan. The s of i isglemenstion in reviewed pesiodically by the Techsizal
Comsties on Wimen in Developmeni during ils annusl mestings.

SAPTA ENTERS INTO FORCE AND TIME SCHEDULE SET FOR
LAUNCHING SOUTH ASIAN FREE TRADE AREA (SAFTA)

Subsequent to ratification of the Agreement by all Member States, the
SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) entered into force with
effect from December 7, 1995, The Consolidated National Schedules of
Concessions containing the Dists of products and the tanfl concessions are
being disseminated to the business and trading communities in the region for
enhancing the quantum of intra-SAARC trade.

A Group of Experts has been mandated by the Council of Ministers 1o
examine action required towards the realisation of a South Asian Free Trade
Area (SAFTA). The Group would make concrele and detailed
recommendations towards the realisation of this objective. In this endeavour,
the Council directed the CEC to take into account the special concerns of the
least developed and land-locked Member States. The Group of Experts would
consist of officials from Member States and would associate industry and
research hodies in 1ts work &s required,

VISITORS TO THE SAARC SECRETARIAT
Executive Director of UNICEF

Executive Director of UNICEF, Carol Bellamy, visited the SAARC
Secretanial on December 4, 1995 and held extensive discustions with the
Secretary-General of SAARC on differemt aspects of SAARC-UMNICEF
collaboration, particularly focusing on further widening the scope of SAARC-
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UNICEF interaction 1o make significant progress in ameliorting the condition
of children, women and girl child in South Asis. The presence of UNICEF
Country Representatives in the SAARC countries and other high officials of
UNICEF Regional Office in South Asia (ROSA) during the mesting, greatly
enriched the discussions on the occasion. The Executive Director once again
resterated the commitment of UNICEF w0 carry forward its various
programmes and make them more attuned to the neods of children and women
in South Asia,

Ms. Bellamy's visit to the Secretariat coincided with Tenth Anniversary
celebration of SAARC.

DATABASES ON TRADE AVAILABLE IN THE SECRETARIAT

The following Databases have been installed in the SAARC Secretariat :

1.

CO-ROM TRAINS : Developed by UNCTAD; (Trade Analysis and
Information System), version 2.0 : contains information, frerer-alia,
on trade and trade control measures of fifty countries of the weorld
including five SAARC countries.

CD-ROM PC-TAS : Developed by International Trade Centre (ITC),
UNCTAD/WTO : contains statistical data (Import Tabulation
System) with five-year time-series and trend analyses based on
COMTRADE Database of United Nations Statistical Office.
Coverage of data in this CD-ROM includes : importiesport/ne-
export data for five year from 1989 1o 1997; data in respect of 46
reporting countries and territonies, most members of OECD and
NICs; all partner trading countries, products, imporis, exports,
mimmum value, Data can be tmansferred to other computer
programmes for the file management and statistic and graphic
snalyses. Out of SAARC countries India and Pakistan have been
covered as the Reporting Countries and all other SAARC countries
figure as partner countries.

DBl {Doing Busiress with India) : Developed by the Government of
India : gives information, inrer-alia, sbout why and how to invest in
India, DBI also gives relevant information about sll States and
Union Teritories of India.
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4, Revised MHarmonised Syitem Nomencalture ;@ Developed by World
Customs Crganisation, Brussels. - applicable from 18t January
1906,

Information and dats contained in the above trade databases is being
dizgseminated oo o regular basis to the business and trading commmities,
economic researchers, consultants and other concemed institutions/individuals,
on requesi. For further information please contact SAARC Secretamal at
Tel. No. 221692; Fax 22703991: Telex 2561 SAARC NP; E-Mail
S mos. com, op.

The Secretanat 15 in the process of obtining similar relevant databases
from other international organisations and Member Governmenis of SAARC.
As part of its new responsibilities towards the implementation of SAFTA and
eventual realisation of SAFTA.
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Chronology of Important
Events
SOUTH ASIAN REGION

Juty 2

Seplembaer [9 2

July to December 1995

BANGLADESH

The main opposition pery Awemd League demanded the resigaation of
the entive Bangladrah Mationslist Parsty (BNF) government hesded by
irrime hiniser Khaloda Zin, #0-day ahead of the genem| election,

¢ Priee Miniser Bepamn Mhaleda Tia said “the povemment woald sl up @

Matkonal Couscil for children g0 monitor and guide ik Implomentation of
programmes ken wp for the welfare of childrea.”

s Begam Khaleds Zla reminded that the Prosest Political erisis could only

B scoiled within the wmeinl of the consibstion and bl the govermmand
wold nol allow for & cosmstiisfional vacuum in the Sousry.

Prame Mindster Khadedn Tin's ruling Bargladesh Maniomalist Party offored
fresh inlks with the opposition sbout ending the coustry's long running
potstical crisls,

Bangladesh opposithon lesdor Sheikh Hasira Wagsd told Bangladeshis
prepare For & stormy eampaign 1o force the povernment rom power.

; Bangladcahs Muilim allasce snscunced i would wod some 100000

*muzjabidi,” 15 Boslass 16 drive oisl Chrstian Serb forcer.

s M owan sisied et Basgledesd govermment and tribal rebeh fighting for

self-rule in e South Eamt had exiended & tnace wniil pext year.

: The Wice-Chairman of Banglsdesh Matonslin Pary, Mazsmul Huds,

aaid that the government shoold defuse the Naticnsl Polaical crisis hy
handing power 1o the Chiaf Justice 10 snsers frée and falr elections.

This Chropoloagy kas been preparsd by Syed Karis Heider, Pakistas Stady Centre, Cuaid-i-Azam
Campus, Punjsh Unpversity, Lahoree,
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Detober 26

November 57

2

Decsmber 1

1X:

17

Juby £

fd

South Arian Srudies

Bamglsdesh Prime Minister Khaleda Zia resurned from the Usited Nations
50ch Anniversary celehestions g0 confrost & new noand af opposition
domands for the msignatian.

Bangledesh ficed w worsening political crsis, whan Prime Minisiar
Bepum Khaloda Zia aguin umed dows oppoattion demandi for chections
usder o nowirel cerctaker sdmintsimsion,

Hangladesh Prime Misises Begum Khaleds Tia had iakind the cppoattion
1o ke par in upcoming by-shections 1o pave the way for &n imtenim
governmend ansd natiosal polle sarly nexm years,

Earfier, Prime Minisier Bepum Bhaleds 74 hed asked the Preandesd &
dizsnlve the Parlanmani.

The Hangladesh Prosidest Abdur Rahman Biowss disolved e
Purlizmeni.

Bangledesh Chief Election Comminionsr &K M. Sedeque todd that the
Bangladesh sixih parfisment election would be held o Janusry 15, 1996,

It was reporied hat the Bangladesh pencral sholions posiponed from
Tunusary 18 1o Febnsaey T in the e of an opposition pledge 1 boyoon
the: palls,

Bangladesh opposition panies cancslled naticesl strike planmed afler
kel alections set for Juranry |8 wan 1o postponed 1o Febauary.

INDLA

Former Karmatsks Chiel Minister Veerpps Moy said “Seculsr Forces
wﬁnmdhujnummhmuh;l:thqhﬁﬂu
ngwinal commensd partice.

Unar Pradesh sue's new Chiel Minister, Mayswstl, sanounced that hep

governmenl fvoured & 15 per cond reservatios of povernment joba for
Mluslzma.

India®s Supreme Court called Prime Minisier P.V. Narssimah Rao for
nos-payment of personal trwved balli owed B0 the Defence Ministry asd
acked the povernmeni tn imveatigae,

Then mh%uhﬂyﬂh[lﬂ-ﬂlﬂ%h.ﬂhm}hﬂ-
hmmhmwemlmhmhmm
povernment's policies,

* Indisn Prime Minister PV, Marssimah Beo hed sressed the eced for

Inekia - Pukistan dislogue.



Mirgeaer @ o

i,

¥

Nevember 28 ¢

Decembar B -

14

Chronology of Important Events 135

It =as repomied that the Indiin Prisme Miniitee PV, Kegimab Reo hed
wrigea to U5, Presideni Bull Clisson 1o eapresa comcemn shout w
proposed LS mrms sabe 1o Pelisian,

* Cheirmen of the Pakisan's Eashmir Commitice of the National

Assembly, Nowsbzada Nasrulah Khaen said in London thet it was the
maoesl responsibadity of the United MNutlesns 1o resclve e Baakmir ¢oallizi
an son 03 podnhlcs. Wikhout the Badimir issae beang pant of the agends,
0 Lalks between Pakisten and Indis could be menningful.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Ssrder Asaf Abmed Al while speaking af »
diznct hosted in bis honcur by Pakisea's Ambassador 1o the US Malocha
Loadii, wabld o Washinglon thet Pakisen bad the capacity 1o sounlar
sdequatsly tha "Prithi’ minsdle deployed by India.

Prime Minister Bensesr Blutto scsused Indis of fuelieg fuctional fighting
e Katu|

Pukisinn repecied Imdinn Priee Mosister Marmsimab Beo's resarks b
resposie 1 Frame Minbwer Berarie Bhulo's roforence o Madinis
peophe’s fight o wif-determination = the |1 Non-Aligned Sussmil (s
Cartagens,

* laien Home Minister 5.8, Chavan came oot with & blisterig stsci on

e US Admimisirstion, acowsing i of “slding, tmiseng and providing
azmsiance” 1o Pakistan's Imer-Services Intelligemce (150 for carmving o
mabveraive activities in some seighbouring countries, includeng Indu

Actording o s senkof naval alficisd in Karschi, as lmbis reconnaisnance
wircrafl violaled Pakistn's air spece which was desscied by the crew of o
Pakkstan Navy marface ship near Ovmam. He sald S “We are ksdging »
prued wath Indin over tha prsis viclation.®

Indiss Minister for External Affaire Praab Mukbasze, sddscasing the
Purdisment’s Upper House, sxprissed concern over the LS asscaamant
that Pakistam was pet fvobved in e ongeing pepulss eprising in
Easksmir.

Pakidan's Foredgn Missster Sardur Asef Ahmed Al said that by could not
mndarsiand |mdza’s unhappiness with & recem improvemand in Pakistan- LIS
ties. The Pukistan's Foreipn Mimister was commenting on New Delsl's
resction @ Washinglon's esslng of milisry and ecomomic snctices
Egnin Pakritin,

The Pafivmestary Secretary of Foreign Afipy Georpe Cloment
cqrﬂ;ﬂmm:ﬂ-mﬁuhﬁhd}uc-mm-
huclest st in Bujasthas. He mid thaf consequences of such o o wosdd
pose & threal b0 securily and pesce of South Asts,
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Sepiember 11
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Pakisan tsrestensd that it would resposd o the Isdfion miile programme
within the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and sated that
Islamabed had "no reeson”™ 1o scoept Use [ndian denial of the Amsrican
press mports Bl i wes proparisg e econd muclear saplosics st
Polharen is Eajasthan, close po Paliinan‘s Sindh border,

Pakisian called wpom the inlernstional commussty, partsculacly, Big
powe, i sop Indien from resuming mesboar tealing, A Foreign Offie
spokesman told the weekly press briefing in lilasabad. "B s cor hope
that iniermational commenity, parbuelady e magor powen who hive
been endesvoring 10 promote e cause of muclear non-prolifemion asd
disarmament would do everythlag 1o prevent Indis from remsming nuclear

NEFAL

A Mepal's Boyal Palscs sommunique wid, Mepals Prisme Ministar Shar
Bahsdur Deuba brought inlo the Cabinet, 13 memben of e Fsariys
Prajatantrs Purty (RFP), Coaliien Panner of hin Mepsl Congress Pany,
wnd one fram the Mepal Ssdbhavans Pasty, which i also in e coafiien.

ERI LANKA
I was stsied thal President Chandrila Kumambengs hai sed up w council
of war mostly comnprised retired security chiafs o esse® o currenl muliary
drve spaznn Tamil puerriile,
S Lanks newwpspers crificieed the Maticnal Militry for s fuiluee o

repudse last weck™s Tumil rehel ansck on 8 northern iakinad that kfl mare
than 100 soddiers died,

A buman rights group sasd, Sn Lanka's Tiger reheli wied chaldren s
comhalunts,

Sri Lanks hopes for an early victory in the banbe sgeenn Tl
Soparatisle,

I wiii peported thal Sa Lankens assy o Samanding seversl small campes
| remwoke meeas in the embatled csam wn Tumdl rebsly vowed 1o ake ovwer
more lemmiory in the sprwading mgion.
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A military offizial wid, clabes betworn govermment trsgpe snd Tasul
Tiger rehels in north-eastern Sei Lanks killed one scldier asd 11
Evernlles,

The 5ri Lankan srmy ssid i loast 245 peopls were killed ai 56 Lanken
troops snd Tiger rebals were bocked in beavy fighting oa the nonhern
JuiTna Peninsuls for the thind day.

Sri Lanka®s Deputy Defence Miniser Amaruddha Rateatis wid Teml
Tiger guerillas lsunched Pre-dawn rocket sitacks againat the main cnade
all depot end the refled il siorsge form in the capital,

B wan siaiod thai Sri Lanksa's Tamil Tiger rebels shol wnd backed 71
wvillagery B0 desth in the essl and sparked o firefigh in the cagial,
diverling stantion of the prmed forces from 8 Northarn push spuinm the
quenillas.

S Lanks"s Jurssr Defence Mimaler Asumiddbs Rafwatie iodd Calombo-
Beted Ambasasdor the e aspy’s wim wal o capiure Juffne, the hesd
quasers of e Liberation Tigers of Tamil Belam (LTTE) and resfare civil

: The Sri Lanks snalyst said the Pressden Chandrks Esmantsngs wis

riskizg het political Buture with s military compuign shich could cruak
Tumil soparstists or plusge 5 Lanks in o mone chaos,

: The malitery wsource maid, 56 Lankam wscurily forces caphimed &

sophisticated thros-slonied wnderground bospital which alm doubled o s
command apd conbrod comtne of Tamil Tiger peenillas,

SAARC

Pakistas's President Faroog Almed Khin Leghar signed the Insirument
of Rutificsibon of SAARC Preferential Trading Arranpemesi (SAFTA)
Apreement in lalasubad,

The member stales of SAANC, during o two-day seamon of the alak
meeting of the SAARC Commities of BEoonomic Cooperation (CEC) i
Mew Dethi, decsded 1o taks slops 1o svolve South Anas Free Trade Asea
(SAFTA] as & follow up 1o the SAARC Preferential Tradisg Arrungnenest
(SAFTA) Agreement which would become apentiona] frim T December.

Pakistan's President Farooq Ahmed Bhan Leghan, wlking o outpoing
Secrvtary-Ounernl of SAARC, Y.K. Sikwsl in Dlemsbad, wid thet
Fakistan wan agnins the hegemony of any member country of the
SAARC and wamted ol Sse member couniries io play their dus role as
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Becember [P -

South Avinn Stoudies

equal members of the Associstion. Mr. ¥ K. Silwal appreciated the very
ustful role played by Pakistes in e SAARC,

Souh Asian Association for Regional Coopertion (SAARC) decided ta
creats o Fouth Aslen Free Trade Area (SAFTA) preferably by the s af
the ceatury hut befors the year 2005, The decishon wis ke at the end
of the special session of forehpn ministers of SAARC held im New Delj
on e eccanion of tse | (b snmiversary of SAARC
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Notes to Contributors

Manuscripts, articles, book reviews and notes or letters on themes of
contemporary of historical interest, with particular reference 1o South Asia,
will be welcomed,

Manuscnipt should be clearly typed on one side of the paper only, and
should be double-spaced. Two compies should be submutted.

Bibliographics and footnotes should be placed at the end of the article.
Footnotes should be numbersd consecutively, and bibliographies should be
arranged alphabetically, Foreign words should be underlined.

Bibliographical references should be completed in respect of the title of
the book, the name of the author, the year and the place of publication.

Utmaost care should be taken to prepare statistical data for publication. All
headings, columns, rows, symbols, units of measurement, pericds, polatical
and goographical areas, and sources should be clearly stated in cach statistical
table, instead of giving such explanations in the text.

Tables, maps, and diagrams should be numbered ana given at the end of
the article, each on & separate sheet of paper. They should be clearly drawn so
that they are suitable for photocopying as submitted.

Absiracts

Authors should submit shetract of their articles, mot exceeding 100
words. The first pape of the paper should include the title of the paper as well
s the name and institutional affiliation of the author,

The Edstor reserves the night to make editorial revisions,
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